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IntroductionIntroductionIntroductionIntroduction    
    

This book shows how to write words so that readers can more easily know the correct 
meaning.  We will learn three spelling rules that help reading and writing, as well as all 
the sounds that join together to make words.  This book is for Belanda Bor readers and 
writers.  It is especially important for those writing books and translating Scripture to 
understand the lessons of this book.  
 
Each of the Belanda Bor words in this book are listed in the Belanda Bor Word List at 
the end of the book.  If you need to check the correct spelling of a word, you can look 
for the word at the end of this book.   
 
There are English words in this book that may be new to you.  Each new word is 
underlined and explained when it is first used.  If you later see the word and forget what 
it means, you can also find it explained in the Glossary at the back of the book.   
 
This book can be taught to participants in a workshop.  A person can also use this book 
to teach himself/herself without a workshop or instructor.  You should read each lesson 
and then immediately do the exercise following the lesson.  The exercise will help you 
test your understanding of the lesson.  The answers to the exercises are in the back of 
the book.  After completing an exercise, immediately check your answers to see how 
well you have understood.  For each of your incorrect answers, try to understand the 
correct answer.  Ask other Belanda Bor if you need help. 
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Belanda BorBelanda BorBelanda BorBelanda Bor    AlphabetAlphabetAlphabetAlphabet    
 
The first step in learning to read and write Belanda Bor is learning the alphabet.  The 
Belanda Bor language has 37 letters, as shown in the following list of words. 

    
Belanda Bor Alphabet Letters 
A aA aA aA a    [a] amuga rhino 
B bB bB bB b    [b] bul drum 
C cC cC cC c    [c, s] cɛlɔ leg 
D dD dD dD d    [d]̪ dungo basket 
ꞌꞌꞌꞌD D D D ꞌdꞌdꞌdꞌd    [d] ꞌdübor lion 
E eE eE eE e    [e] ceŋ sun 
ƐƐƐƐ    ɛɛɛɛ    [ɛ] lɛt finger 
F fF fF fF f    [f] for hippo 
G gG gG gG g    [g] guk dog 
Gb gbGb gbGb gbGb gb    [g͡b] gbada bed 
Gw gwGw gwGw gwGw gw    [gʷ] gwaŋ cat 
I iI iI iI i    [i] winy bird 
Ï ïÏ ïÏ ïÏ ï    [ɪ] wïr giraffe 
J jJ jJ jJ j    [ɟ] jobi buffalo 
K kK kK kK k    [k] kit scorpion 
Kp kpKp kpKp kpKp kp    [k͡p] kpɛndu anteater 
Kw kwKw kwKw kwKw kw    [kʷ] kwɛr hoe 
L lL lL lL l    [l] lɛc elephant 
M mM mM mM m    [m] mac fire 
Mb mbMb mbMb mbMb mb    [ᵐb] mburmbur butterfly 
N nN nN nN n    [n] nati child 
Nd ndNd ndNd ndNd nd    [ⁿd] ndɔt door 
Ng ngNg ngNg ngNg ng    [ᵑg] ngabu jaw 
Ngb ngbNgb ngbNgb ngbNgb ngb    [ᵑg͡b] ngbom okra 
Nj njNj njNj njNj nj    [ᶮɟ] njɛngɛrɛ twig 
Ny nyNy nyNy nyNy ny    [ɲ] nyaŋ crocodile 
Ŋ ŋŊ ŋŊ ŋŊ ŋ    [ŋ] ŋu leopard 
Ŋw ŋwŊw ŋwŊw ŋwŊw ŋw    [ŋʷ] ŋwɛn termite 
O oO oO oO o    [o] combo snail 
ƆƆƆƆ    ɔɔɔɔ    [ɔ] jɔt cloud 
R rR rR rR r    [ɾ] reyo fish 
T tT tT tT t    [t]̪ to fox 
ꞌꞌꞌꞌT T T T ꞌtꞌtꞌtꞌt    [t] ꞌtula owl 
U uU uU uU u    [u] tuŋ horn 
Ü üÜ üÜ üÜ ü    [ʊ] übit hook 
W wW wW wW w    [w] wara shoes 
Y yY yY yY y    [j] yey canoe 

 
The Belanda Bor word list at the end of this book has the same order as the list above. 
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Exercise 1 
 
Write each of the words in the list above next to the letters below.  Say each word as 
you write them.  Listen to the sound each letter makes. 
 
a ____________________ j ____________________ ny ____________________ 

b ____________________ k ____________________ ŋ ____________________ 

c ____________________ kp ____________________ ŋw ____________________ 

d ____________________ kw ____________________ o ____________________ 

ꞌd ____________________ l ____________________ ɔ ____________________ 

e ____________________ m ____________________ r ____________________ 

ɛ ____________________ mb ____________________ t ____________________ 

f ____________________ n ____________________ ꞌt ____________________ 

g ____________________ nd ____________________ u ____________________ 

gb ____________________ ng ____________________ ü ____________________ 

gw ____________________ ngb ____________________ w ____________________ 

i ____________________ nj ____________________ y ____________________ 

ï ____________________     

    
    

SSSSyllablesyllablesyllablesyllables    
    

Now we learn how Belanda Bor letters are joined together in words.  Words can be 
divided into syllables, or beats.  Each of the words below has three syllables.  They can 
be divided into three separate beats as shown. 
 

Three-syllable words 
cilɛtɛ ci   lɛ   tɛ spoon from shell 
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Each of the words below have two syllables.  They can be divided into two separate 
beats as shown. 
 

Two-syllable words 
faci fa   ci home, house 
kudɔ ku   dɔ thorn 
düwor dü   wor night 
loro lo    ro antihill 
üton ü     ton hyena 
gbudu gbu  du puff adder, snake type 
ganga ga    nga ostrich 
binja bi    nja dance type 
mungbal mu   ngbal lightning, thunder 
carni car   ni flea, insect type 
banda ba    nda swamp 
rɔmbɔ rɔ    mbɔ ram, male sheep 
ükwer ü     kwer gourd type 
akur a     kur pigeon, bird type 
fukfuk fuk   fuk lung 
gbodmo gbod  mo red pepper 
gbangma gbang  ma canoe 

 
Each of the words below have one syllable.  They cannot be divided into more than one 
beat. 
 

One-syllable words 
to fox 
mɔɔ oil 
tol snake 
raw millet 
lek dream 
kwɔt house, room 
ndɔt door 
nyaŋ crocodile 
ngbom okara, vegetable type 

 
Exercise 2 
 

marɛrɛ ma   rɛ   rɛ ear or lip plug 
bukutu bu   ku   tu pot for sauce 
amuga a     mu   ga rhino 
ütuŋo ü     tu     ŋo grasshopper 
mumbata mu   mba   ta bread 
ükɔndɔ ü      kɔ     ndɔ pumpkin 
mbalmbutu mbal  mbu   tu brain 
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Say each word below and listen to the number of beats in each word.  Write the number 
of syllables (1, 2, or 3) in the blank ___ to the left of each word.  Then divide the word 
into syllables in the blanks to the right of each word.  Write one syllable on each blank.  
Do not fill more blanks than the number of syllables.  The first one has been done as an 
example. 
 
number of syllables divided into syllables  

_2_ anyer a nyer _____ reed rat 

_____ afɔyɔ _____ _____ _____ hare, rabbit 

_____ kendo _____ _____ _____ cooking stones 

_____ caa _____ _____ _____ cow 

_____ nyɔrɔ _____ _____ _____ dirt, filth 

_____ dufara _____ _____ _____ caterpillar 

_____ kpɛndu _____ _____ _____ anteater 

_____ nyukwaŋ _____ _____ _____ broth, meat 

_____ ündulo _____ _____ _____ thing of rubber 

_____ lum _____ _____ _____ grass 

_____ bongu _____ _____ _____ item of clothing 

_____ ngɛꞌdɛrɛ _____ _____ _____ dragonfly 

_____ ürüꞌdi _____ _____ _____ wild dog, jackal 

_____ dongbɔ _____ _____ _____ trap 

_____ cirɔ _____ _____ _____ needle 

_____ akaca _____ _____ _____ donkey 

_____ mburmbur _____ _____ _____ butterfly 

_____ kwac _____ _____ _____ prayer 

_____ awendɔ _____ _____ _____ guinea fowl 

_____ üngwal _____ _____ _____ frog 

_____ ümgbaŋ _____ _____ _____ calf, lower leg 

_____ bubɔkɔ _____ _____ _____ green brush, leaves 

_____ lɛb _____ _____ _____ tongue 
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_____ kɔrɔ _____ _____ _____ in-law 

 
    

ConsonantsConsonantsConsonantsConsonants    
    
Some letters are consonants and some letters are vowels.  In the word ꞌꞌꞌꞌdübodübodübodüborrrr ‘lion’, the 
letters ꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd, bbbb and rrrr are consonants and üüüü and oooo are vowels.   
 
Consonants usually begin syllables and sometimes end syllables.  Vowels are in the 
middle of syllables and often end syllables.  In the syllable ꞌꞌꞌꞌdüdüdüdü, the consonant ꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd begins 
the syllable, and the vowel üüüü ends the syllable.  In the syllable boboboborrrr, the consonant bbbb 
begins the syllable, the consonant r r r r ends the syllable, and the vowel oooo    is in the middle 
of the syllable.  
 
In some words such as aaaanyernyernyernyer ‘reed rat’, the first vowel aaaa is a syllable by itself.  A vowel 
can be a syllable by itself, but a consonant cannot be a syllable by itself. 
 
The following 28 letters are Belanda Bor consonantsː 
 

Belanda Bor consonants 
B bB bB bB b    Gw gwGw gwGw gwGw gw    Mb mbMb mbMb mbMb mb    Ŋ ŋŊ ŋŊ ŋŊ ŋ    
C cC cC cC c    J jJ jJ jJ j    N nN nN nN n    Ŋw ŋwŊw ŋwŊw ŋwŊw ŋw    
D dD dD dD d    K kK kK kK k    NNNNd ndd ndd ndd nd    R rR rR rR r    
ꞌꞌꞌꞌD D D D ꞌdꞌdꞌdꞌd    Kp kpKp kpKp kpKp kp    Ng ngNg ngNg ngNg ng    T tT tT tT t    
F fF fF fF f    Kw kwKw kwKw kwKw kw    Ngb ngbNgb ngbNgb ngbNgb ngb    ꞌꞌꞌꞌT T T T ꞌtꞌtꞌtꞌt    
G gG gG gG g    L lL lL lL l    Nj njNj njNj njNj nj    W wW wW wW w    
Gb gbGb gbGb gbGb gb    M mM mM mM m    Ny nyNy nyNy nyNy ny    Y yY yY yY y    

 
The following 9 letters are Belanda Bor vowelsː 
  

Belanda Bor vowels    
A A A A aaaa    E eE eE eE e    ƐƐƐƐ    ɛɛɛɛ    I iI iI iI i    Ï ïÏ ïÏ ïÏ ï    O oO oO oO o    ƆƆƆƆ    ɔɔɔɔ    U uU uU uU u    Ü üÜ üÜ üÜ ü    

    
In this lesson, we learn about Belanda Bor consonants.  In a later lesson, we learn about 
Belanda Bor vowels.   
 
The list below has Belanda Bor words with each of the consonants. The consonant ꞌꞌꞌꞌtttt is 
rare and only found in three words. All consonants can be at the beginning of words. 
All except ꞌꞌꞌꞌtttt are found in the middle of words. Most consonants can be at the end of 
words. But, the consonants gb, kp, gw, kw, gb, kp, gw, kw, gb, kp, gw, kw, gb, kp, gw, kw, ŋw, ngb,ŋw, ngb,ŋw, ngb,ŋw, ngb,    and ꞌtttt cannot.   

    
    Word beginning Word middle Word end 
B bB bB bB b    bbbbïlu mat tabbbbi yeast lɛbbbb tongue 
    bbbbukutu pot ngabbbbu jaw yubbbb tail 
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C cC cC cC c    ccccogo bone facccci home macccc fire 
    ccccɛrɔ star akacccca donkey ticccc work, job 
          
D dD dD dD d    ddddicɔ man biddddi fishing spear yidddd voice 
    ddddak mouth foddddo field maadddd drink 
          
ꞌꞌꞌꞌD D D D ꞌdꞌdꞌdꞌd    ꞌꞌꞌꞌddddak pot buꞌꞌꞌꞌddddo gourd baꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd arm 
    ꞌꞌꞌꞌddddɛl goat roꞌꞌꞌꞌdddda gazelle type woꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd son 
          
F fF fF fF f    ffffala knife tuffffɔ spirit, ghost kɔffff word 
    ffffɔkɔ gourd düffffo compound üraffff bird type 
          
G gG gG gG g    ggggara bell ꞌdoggggo glue, gum cigggg information 
    gggganga ostrich buggggu banana neegggg kill 
          
Gb gbGb gbGb gbGb gb    gbgbgbgbudu snake type dugbgbgbgba water container —-  
    gbgbgbgbangma canoe     
          
Gw Gw Gw Gw gwgwgwgw    gwgwgwgwaŋ cat üꞌdügwgwgwgwec lizard type —-  
    gwgwgwgwɛnɔ chicken ügwgwgwgwol ant eater   
          
J jJ jJ jJ j    jjjjac handle of hoe maijjjjɔk leprosy wiijjjj want, desire 
    jjjjɔkɔ quiver of arrows ajjjjakilinga swing   
          
K kK kK kK k    kkkkul hog, pig bɔkkkkɔ leaf rɔkkkk body 
    kkkkɛl fence fukkkka knife holder lakkkk teeth 
          
Kp kpKp kpKp kpKp kp    kpkpkpkpo hoe lakpkpkpkpa sweet potato —-  
    kpkpkpkpɔlɔ fish type ndukpkpkpkpu short   
          
Kw kwKw kwKw kwKw kw    kwkwkwkwɛr hoe nyukwkwkwkwaŋ broth, meat —-  
    kwkwkwkwuy eagle ükwkwkwkwer gour type   
          
L lL lL lL l    llllɛb tongue bïllllɔ soot, smudge ꞌdellll skin 
    lllloro anthill cɛllllɔ leg bullll drum 
          
M mM mM mM m    mmmmarɛrɛ lip or ear plug rɔmmmmɔ blood bïmmmm baboon 
    mmmmumbata bread cummmmu fruit type cammmm food 
          
Mb mbMb mbMb mbMb mb    mbmbmbmburmbur butterfly combmbmbmbo snail bombmbmbmb wing 
    mbmbmbmbaga basket type rɔmbmbmbmbɔ male sheep yɔmbmbmbmb powerful 
          
N nN nN nN n    nnnnam river ꞌdannnnɔ rainbow ninnnn day 
    nnnnibla slingshot gwɛnnnnɔ chicken konnnn asida 
          
Nd ndNd ndNd ndNd nd    ndndndndulɛ root type bandndndnda swamp cɔɔndndndnd call someone 
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    ndndndndɔt door kendndndndo cooking stones woondndndnd deceive 
          
NNNNg ngg ngg ngg ng    ngngngngabu jaw dungngngngo basket tengngngng rim, edge 
    ngngngngɛꞌdɛrɛ dragonfly bɔngngngngɔ bee hive nyingngngng name 
          
Ngb ngbNgb ngbNgb ngbNgb ngb    ngbngbngbngbom okra dongbngbngbngbɔ trap —-  
    ngbngbngbngbanga court hearing jangbngbngbngba trap   
          
Nj njNj njNj njNj nj    njnjnjnjɛngɛrɛ twig binjnjnjnja dance type fiinjnjnjnj ask 
    njnjnjnjar straight lanjnjnjnja competition fuunjnjnjnj teach 
          
Ny nyNy nyNy nyNy ny    nynynynyel hammer bonynynynyo locust finynynyny ground 
    nynynynyum simsim tinynynynyi ointment cunynynyny liver 
          
Ŋ ŋŊ ŋŊ ŋŊ ŋ    ŋŋŋŋeꞌdi snake type riŋŋŋŋo meat boŋŋŋŋ slave 
    ŋŋŋŋu leopard kɔŋŋŋŋɔ beer ceŋŋŋŋ sun, day 
          
Ŋw ŋwŊw ŋwŊw ŋwŊw ŋw    ŋwŋwŋwŋwɛn termite aŋwŋwŋwŋwɛn four —-  
    ŋwŋwŋwŋwɛɛc run     
          
R rR rR rR r    rrrrut twins furrrra antelope bɛrrrr valley 
    rrrrɔmbɔ male sheep korrrro year forrrr hippo 
          
T tT tT tT t    ttttol snake cittttɔ widow yatttt tree 
    ttttɔŋ spear natttti child lɛtttt finger 
          
ꞌꞌꞌꞌT T T T ꞌtꞌtꞌtꞌt    ꞌꞌꞌꞌttttula owl —-  —-  
    ꞌꞌꞌꞌttttɔɔt cut at once     
          
W wW wW wW w    wwwwic head düwwwwor night rawwww millet 
    wwwwal calabash awwwwendɔ guinea fowl kɛwwww boundary 
          
Y yY yY yY y    yyyyub tail reyyyyo fish bɔyyyy net 
    yyyyic broom wayyyya fatherꞌs sister kwuyyyy eagle 

    
Exercise 3 
 
In each word below, circle each consonant. The first one has been done as an example. 
 
  m  u  ngb  a  l    lightning, thunder 

b   i   nj   a dance type 

ŋw   ɛ   n termite 

c   o   mb   o snail 

ng   ɛ   ꞌd   ɛ   r   ɛ dragonfly 
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kp   ɛ   nd   u anteater 

ꞌt   u   l   a owl 

kw   ɛ   r hoe 

gb   a   d   a bed 

ny   a   ŋ crocodile 

f   ɔ   k   ɔ gourd 

gw   e   e   y beat 

j   e   g good 

w   a   t relative 

    
    

Consonants dConsonants dConsonants dConsonants d    andandandand    ꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd    
    

The consonants dddd and ꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd sound similar at the beginning of words. When we listen 
carefully, we hear the sound of dddd in ddddaaaakkkk ‘mouth’ is different than the sound of ꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd in ꞌꞌꞌꞌddddaaaakkkk 
‘vase, pot’. Say each of the words below. Listen carefully to the difference in sound 
between dddd and ꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd. 

    
DDDD    dddd     ꞌꞌꞌꞌD D D D ꞌdꞌdꞌdꞌd        
ddddak mouth ꞌꞌꞌꞌddddak vase, pot 
ddddanɔ person ꞌꞌꞌꞌddddanɔ rainbow 
ddddüwor night ꞌꞌꞌꞌddddübor lion 
ddddongbɔ trap ꞌꞌꞌꞌddddolo bicycle 
ddddob palm (of hand) ꞌꞌꞌꞌddddogo glue, gum 
ddddungo basket ꞌꞌꞌꞌddddɔ bridge 
ddddugba water container ꞌꞌꞌꞌddddɔl throat 
ddddufara caterpillar ꞌꞌꞌꞌddddwɔy moon 
ddddicɔ man ꞌꞌꞌꞌddddel skin 
ddddüfo compound ꞌꞌꞌꞌddddɛl goat 
ddddakɔ woman   

    
The letters dddd and ꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd can also be inbetween vowels. When we listen carefully, we hear 
the sound of dddd in gbugbugbugbudddduuuu ‘snake type’ is different than the sound of ꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd in guguguguꞌꞌꞌꞌdddduuuu ‘room’.  
Listen carefully to the difference in sound between dddd and ꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd in the words below. 

    
dddd     ꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd        
gbuddddu snake type guꞌꞌꞌꞌddddu room 
muddddo darkness buꞌꞌꞌꞌddddo gourd 
kuddddɔ thorn kuꞌꞌꞌꞌddddo flea 
foddddo field roꞌꞌꞌꞌdddda gazelle type 
kiddddi rock ŋeꞌꞌꞌꞌddddi snake type 
gbadddda bed kaꞌꞌꞌꞌddddɔ salt 
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addddigen picking hook aꞌꞌꞌꞌddddula heart 
biddddi fishing spear ürüꞌꞌꞌꞌddddi wild dog, jackal 
ükɔddddɔ hedgehog üꞌꞌꞌꞌddddügwec lizard type 
koddddi seed meꞌꞌꞌꞌddddo dance 
akidddda squirrel keꞌꞌꞌꞌddddo tree type 
  keeꞌꞌꞌꞌddddo write, mark 
  ngɛꞌꞌꞌꞌddddɛrɛ dragonfly 
  cɛꞌꞌꞌꞌddddü gazelle type 
 
We have the letter nnnndddd, but we never write the letter nnnnꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd. 
 
Only nnnndddd    and not nnnnꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd 
Correct Wrong  
bandndndnda bannnnꞌdꞌdꞌdꞌda swamp 
fundndndndo funnnnꞌdꞌdꞌdꞌdo salty place 
cïndndndndi cïnnnnꞌdꞌdꞌdꞌdi leech, insect type 
kpɛndndndndu kpɛnnnnꞌdꞌdꞌdꞌdu anteater 
kendndndndo kennnnꞌdꞌdꞌdꞌdo cooking stone 
kundndndndi kunnnnꞌdꞌdꞌdꞌdi millet 
awendndndndɔ awennnnꞌdꞌdꞌdꞌdɔ guinea fowl 
ündndndndɛk ünnnnꞌdꞌdꞌdꞌdɛk door 
ündndndndulo ünnnnꞌꞌꞌꞌddddulo thing of rubber 
ükɔndndndndɔ ükɔnnnnꞌdꞌdꞌdꞌdɔ pumpkin 
 
The letters dddd and ꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd can also be at the end of words. When we listen carefully, we hear 
the sound of dddd in maamaamaamaadddd ‘drink’ is different than the sound of ꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd in maamaamaamaaꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd ‘add, increase’.  
Listen carefully to the difference in sound between dddd and ꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd in the words below. 
 
dddd     ꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd        
maadddd drink maaꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd add, increase 
kaadddd go, pass by ŋaaꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd dress, put on 
caadddd sell ŋaaꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd operate, cut off 
toodddd do iron work fooꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd untie 
mɔɔdddd greet ŋɔɔꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd cut 
wɔɔdddd pull booꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd throw 
fiidddd plant yiiꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd find, meet 
kiidddd climb bɛɛꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd shake something 
teedddd control something keeꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd write something 
kuudddd blow something tuuꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd tie 
yuudddd pull nüüꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd tell, show 
yidddd voice woꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd son 
  baꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd arm 
 
Exercise 4 
    
Carefully read and say each test word below.  The boldboldboldbold letter of each test word may or 
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may not be written correctly.  Write the word correctly in the space given.  The first 
one is done as an example.    
    
Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 
ddddaar defeat ꞌꞌꞌꞌddddaar ꞌꞌꞌꞌddddɔɔngɔ grow _____________________ 
ꞌꞌꞌꞌddddiki black _____________________ ddddog dirty, smelling _____________________ 
ꞌꞌꞌꞌddddunda many _____________________ ꞌꞌꞌꞌddddɔŋ old, big _____________________ 
ddddoom begin, start _____________________ dddduuf stir, mix food _____________________ 
ꞌꞌꞌꞌddddabɔ have leprosy _____________________ ꞌꞌꞌꞌddddɔɔl roll up _____________________ 
ꞌꞌꞌꞌddddüüg return something _____________________ dddduun add _____________________ 

koꞌꞌꞌꞌddddi seed _____________________ addddi true _____________________ 
kiddddi rock _____________________ ŋeꞌꞌꞌꞌddddi snake type _____________________ 
ürüddddi wild dog, jackal _____________________ ükɔꞌꞌꞌꞌddddɔ hedgehog _____________________ 

kiidddd climb _____________________ rɔɔdddd build _____________________ 
bɛɛdddd shake something _____________________ ŋoodddd chop _____________________ 
yuuꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd pull _____________________ nüüꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd tell, show _____________________ 

kennnnꞌdꞌdꞌdꞌdo cooking stone _____________________ ünnnnꞌdꞌdꞌdꞌdɛk door _____________________ 
cïndndndndi leech, insect type _____________________ ükɔnnnnꞌdꞌdꞌdꞌdɔ pumpkin _____________________ 

    
    

Consonants Consonants Consonants Consonants ŋŋŋŋ, , , , ngngngng, g, g, g, g    
    

The consonants ŋŋŋŋ, ngngngng and g g g g sound similar at the beginning of words.  When we listen 
carefully, we hear the sound of ŋŋŋŋ in ŋŋŋŋuuuu ‘leopard’ is different than the sound of ngngngng in ngngngnguuuu 
‘new’ and different than the sound of g g g g in gggguk uk uk uk ‘dog’.  Say each of the words below.  
Listen carefully to the difference in sound between ŋŋŋŋ, ngngngng and gggg. 

    
Ŋ ŋŊ ŋŊ ŋŊ ŋ     Ng ngNg ngNg ngNg ng        G gG gG gG g        
ŋŋŋŋu leopard ngngngngu new gggguk dog 
ŋŋŋŋec back ngngngngɛ far ggggɛlɔ crab 
ŋŋŋŋeꞌdi snake type ngngngngɛꞌdɛrɛ dragonfly ggggɛlɛ custom 
ŋŋŋŋor bean ngngngngabu jaw ggggara bell 
ŋŋŋŋut neck   ggggura chain 
ŋŋŋŋunyo iron   gggguꞌdu room 
ŋŋŋŋirni ant type   ggggifi thing 

    
The letters ŋŋŋŋ, ngngngng and g g g g can also be inbetween vowels. When we listen carefully, we hear 
the sound of ŋŋŋŋ in llllɔɔɔɔŋŋŋŋɔɔɔɔ ‘testicle’ is different than the sound of ngngngng in bbbbɔɔɔɔngngngngɔɔɔɔ ‘bee hive’, and 
is also different than the sound of gggg in cocococoggggo o o o ‘bone’.  Listen carefully to the difference in 
sound between ŋŋŋŋ, ngngngng and g g g g in the words below. 
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ŋŋŋŋ     ngngngng        gggg        
lɔŋŋŋŋɔ testicle bɔngngngngɔ bee hive coggggo bone 
kɔŋŋŋŋɔ beer fɔngngngngɔ jewellery coggggo last child 
loŋŋŋŋo song Bongngngngo Bongo person ꞌdoggggo glue, gum 
ciŋŋŋŋɔ hand tɛngngngngɔ sugar cane yegggge another 
riŋŋŋŋo meat ünjingngngngi marabu stork adiggggen picking hook 
ütuŋŋŋŋo grasshopper dungngngngo basket yuggggi louse, lice 
  Rungngngnga Zande person fugggga spoon type 
  gangngngnga ostrich mbagggga basket type 
  ngbangngngnga course case amugggga rhino 
  bongngngngu item of clothing aggggak bird type 
  njɛngngngngɛrɛ twig, stick buggggu banana 
  ajakilingngngnga swing laggggini housefly 
  ükengngngnga cock   
 
The letters ŋŋŋŋ, ngngngng and g g g g can also be at the end of words. When we listen carefully, we 
hear the sound of ŋŋŋŋ in cecececeŋŋŋŋ ‘sun, day’ is different than the sound of ngngngng in tetetetengngngng ‘rim, edge’, 
and is also different than the sound of g g g g in jejejejegggg ‘good’.   
 
ŋŋŋŋ     ngngngng        gggg        
ceŋŋŋŋ sun, day tengngngng rim, edge, border jegggg good 
boŋŋŋŋ slave nyingngngng name cigggg information 
foŋŋŋŋ grinding stone   ꞌdogggg dirty, smelling 
atoŋŋŋŋ kite, bird type     
tɔŋŋŋŋ spear     
wɔŋŋŋŋ grandmother     
tuŋŋŋŋ horn (of cow)     
tuŋŋŋŋ carving tool     
nyaŋŋŋŋ crocodile     
nyukwaŋŋŋŋ broth, meat     
gwaŋŋŋŋ cat     
waŋŋŋŋ face, eyes     
ümgbaŋŋŋŋ calf, lower leg     
mooŋŋŋŋ whisper cuungngngng stop something cuugggg collect, arrange 
fooŋŋŋŋ fill, make full kuungngngng protect foogggg divide 
nyɔɔŋŋŋŋ squeeze through   lɔɔgggg wash something 
tiiŋŋŋŋ carry   ciigggg lock 
naaŋŋŋŋ lick   maagggg catch 
kwaaŋŋŋŋ swim     
leeŋŋŋŋ hear, listen   neegggg kill 
jeeŋŋŋŋ lean against     
yeeŋŋŋŋ shake something     
 
Exercise 5 
    
Carefully read and say each test word below.  The boldboldboldbold letter of each test word may or 
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may not be written correctly.  Write the word correctly in the space given.  The first 
one is done as an example.    

    
Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 
ngngngngaaꞌd dress, put on ŋaaꞌd ŋŋŋŋaac disobey _____________________ 
ŋŋŋŋaab hang, put up _____________________ ŋŋŋŋaamo yawn _____________________ 
ngngngnguuro grieve, cry _____________________ ngngngngaaï dodge, twist _____________________ 
ngngngngɛ far _____________________ ŋŋŋŋabu jaw _____________________ 
ŋŋŋŋuuc smell, sniff _____________________ ŋŋŋŋood chop _____________________ 
ngngngngɔɔk vomit _____________________ ŋŋŋŋɔɔꞌd cut _____________________ 

leengngngngo be quiet _____________________ teeŋŋŋŋo go, leave _____________________ 
ꞌdɔɔŋŋŋŋɔ grow _____________________ yeengngngngo be satisfied _____________________ 
cuuŋŋŋŋo stand _____________________ ndingngngngili round _____________________ 

raŋŋŋŋ raŋŋŋŋ    transparently _____________________ cuungngngng light, ignite _____________________ 
baŋŋŋŋ remaining _____________________ kuuŋŋŋŋ protect _____________________ 
mingngngng dumb, enduring _____________________ kangngngng there _____________________ 

    
    

Consonants n, nd, Consonants n, nd, Consonants n, nd, Consonants n, nd, dddd    
    

The consonants nnnn, ndndndnd and dddd sound similar at the beginning of words.  When we listen 
carefully, we hear the sound of nnnn in nnnnɔɔɔɔkkkk ‘smallness, meekness’ is different than the 
sound of ndndndnd in ndndndndɔɔɔɔtttt ‘door’, and also different than the sound of dddd    in ddddongbongbongbongbɔɔɔɔ ‘trap’.  Say 
each of the words below.  Listen carefully to the difference in sound between nnnn, ndndndnd    and 
dddd. 

    
N nN nN nN n     Nd ndNd ndNd ndNd nd        D dD dD dD d        
nnnnɔk smallness, meekness ndndndndɔt door ddddongbɔ trap 
nnnnut is present, exists ndndndndulɛ root type ddddungo basket 
nnnnati child ndndndndu short ddddugba water container 
nnnnin day ndndndndingili round ddddicɔ man 
  ndndndndola raised ddddob palm (of hand) 
    ddddakɔ woman 

    
The letters nnnn, ndndndnd    and dddd can also be inbetween vowels. When we listen carefully, we hear 
the sound of nnnn in lagilagilagilaginnnniiii ‘housefly’ is different than the sound of ndndndnd in cïcïcïcïndndndndiiii ‘leech’, and 
also different than the sound of dddd in bibibibiddddiiii ‘fishing spear’.  

    
nnnn     nnnndddd        dddd     
laginnnni housefly cïndndndndi leech, insect type biddddi fishing spear 
dannnnɔ person bandndndnda swamp gbadddda bed 
finnnnɔ wasp fundndndndo salty place muddddo darkness 
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tinnnnɔ evening kpɛndndndndu anteater gbuddddu snake type 
gwɛnnnnɔ chicken kendndndndo cooking stone foddddo field 
  ükɔndndndndɔ pumpkin ükɔddddɔ hedgehog 
  kundndndndi millet kiddddi rock 
  awendndndndɔ guinea fowl kuddddɔ thorn 
  ündndndndulo thing of rubber akidddda squirrel 
  ündndndndɛk door   
 
The letters nnnn, ndndndnd and d d d d can also be at the end of words. When we listen carefully, we 
hear the sound of nnnn in moomoomoomoonnnn ‘deny’ is different than the sound of nnnndddd in woowoowoowoonnnndddd ‘deceive’, 
and is also different than the sound of dddd    in tootootootoodddd ‘do iron work’.   
 
nnnn     ndndndnd        dddd        
moonnnn deny, block woondndndnd deceive, trick toodddd do iron work 
muunnnn accuse cɔɔndndndnd call someone mɔɔdddd greet 
nyaannnn plaster, glue   maadddd drink 
caannnn organize   kaadddd go, pass by 
kaannnn hide   caadddd sell 
wiinnnn surround   fiidddd plant 
yiinnnn know   kiidddd climb 
teennnn support   teedddd control something 
ꞌduunnnn add   kuudddd blow something 
ütonnnn hyena   yidddd voice 
 
Exercise 6 
    
Carefully read and say each test word below.  The boldboldboldbold letter of each test word may or 
may not be written correctly.  Write the word correctly in the space given.  The first 
one is done as an example.    
    
Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 
ndndndndam river nnnnam nnnnibla slingshot _____________________ 
ddddulɛ root type _____________________ nnnnddddak mouth _____________________ 

muddddo darkness _____________________ keddddo cooking stone _____________________ 
fonnnndodododo field _____________________ kundndndndi millet _____________________ 

wɔɔnnnndddd pull _____________________ rɔɔnnnndddd build _____________________ 
yuudddd pull _____________________ cɔɔdddd call someone _____________________ 

    
    

Consonants m, mb, bConsonants m, mb, bConsonants m, mb, bConsonants m, mb, b    
    

The consonants mmmm, mbmbmbmb and bbbb sound similar at the beginning of words.  When we listen 
carefully, we hear the sound of mmmm in mmmmacacacac ‘fire’ is different than the sound of mbmbmbmb in 
mbmbmbmbagaagaagaaga ‘basket type’, and also different than the sound of bbbb    in bbbbaaaaꞌdꞌdꞌdꞌd ‘arm’.  Say each of 
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the words below.  Listen carefully to the difference in sound between mmmm, mbmbmbmb    and bbbb. 
    

M mM mM mM m     Mb mbMb mbMb mbMb mb        B bB bB bB b        
mmmmac fire mbmbmbmbaga basket type bbbbaꞌd arm 
mmmmɔɔ oil mbmbmbmbalmbutu brain bbbbanda swamp 
mmmmudo darkness mbmbmbmburmbur butterfly bbbbuꞌdo gourd 
mmmmur vagina mbmbmbmbu suffering bbbbul drum 
mmmmuuny swallow mbmbmbmbuu let go, leave bbbbüüto lie down, rest 
mmmmuun accuse mbmbmbmbuur warm up something bbbbüül cook, roast 

    
The letters mmmm, mbmbmbmb    and bbbb can also be inbetween vowels. When we listen carefully, we 
hear the sound of mmmm in rrrrɔɔɔɔmmmmɔɔɔɔ ‘blood’ is different than the sound of mbmbmbmb in rrrrɔɔɔɔmbmbmbmbɔɔɔɔ ‘male 
sheep’, and also different than the sound of bbbb in kkkkɔɔɔɔbbbbɔɔɔɔ ‘chain’.  

    
mmmm     mbmbmbmb        bbbb     
rɔmmmmɔ blood rɔmbmbmbmbɔ male sheep kɔbbbbɔ chain (?) 
bɔmmmmɔ misstress combmbmbmbo snail jobbbbi buffalo 
ammmmuga rhino mumbmbmbmbata bread ngabbbbu jaw 
cummmmu fruit type ümbmbmbmbur blade ꞌdübbbbor lion 
tummmmo end of something ümbmbmbmbɔlu mushroom bubbbbɔkɔ brush, leaves 
yɔmmmmɔ wind   tabbbbi yeast 
 
The letters mmmm, mb mb mb mb and bbbb can also be at the end of words. When we listen carefully, we 
hear the sound of mmmm in ngbngbngbngboooommmm ‘okra’ is different than the sound of mbmbmbmb in bobobobombmbmbmb ‘wing’, 
and is also different than the sound of bbbb    in dodododobbbb ‘palm’.   
 
mmmm     mbmbmbmb        bbbb        
ngbommmm okra, vegetable type bombmbmbmb wing dobbbb palm (of hand) 
kɔmmmm stool, chair yɔmbmbmbmb powerful yubbbb tail 
remmmm pain   lɛbbbb tongue 
bïmmmm baboon     
nammmm river     
lummmm grass     
 
Exercise 7 
    
Carefully read and say each test word below.  The boldboldboldbold letter of each test word may or 
may not be written correctly.  Write the word correctly in the space given.  The first 
one is done as an example.    
    
Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 
bbbbɛ simple mbmbmbmbɛ mbmbmbmba short time _____________________ 
bbbbinja dance type _____________________ mbmbmbmbur warm _____________________ 

ümmmmɔr antelope _____________________ combmbmbmbo snail _____________________ 
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abbbburo monkey _____________________ ümbmbmbmbur blade _____________________ 

cammmm food _____________________ lommmm peace _____________________ 
jab jabbbb moderately _____________________ yɔɔbbbb open _____________________ 

    
    

Consonants ny, nj, jConsonants ny, nj, jConsonants ny, nj, jConsonants ny, nj, j    
    

The consonants nynynyny, njnjnjnj and jjjj sound similar at the beginning of words.  When we listen 
carefully, we hear the sound of nynynyny in nynynynyɛɛɛɛrrrrɛɛɛɛ ‘authority’ is different than the sound of njnjnjnj 
in njnjnjnjɛɛɛɛngngngngɛɛɛɛrrrrɛɛɛɛ ‘twig’, and also different than the sound of jjjj    in jjjjegegegeg ‘good’.  Say each of the 
words below.  Listen carefully to the difference in sound between nynynyny, njnjnjnj    and jjjj. 

    
Ny nyNy nyNy nyNy ny     Nj njNj njNj njNj nj        J jJ jJ jJ j        
nynynynyɛrɛ authority njnjnjnjɛngɛrɛ twig, stick jjjjeg good 
nynynynyakɔ girl njnjnjnja tall, high jjjjac handle of hoe 
nynynynyaŋ crocodile njnjnjnjar straight jjjjaar right, correct 
nynynynying name njnjnjnjitɛ little, few jjjjobi buffalo 
nynynynyum simsim njnjnjnjuku ready jjjjur young woman 
nynynynyel hammer   jjjjangba trap 
nynynynyɔrɔ dirt, filth   jjjjɔt cloud 

    
The letters nnnnyyyy, njnjnjnj and jjjj can also be inbetween vowels. When we listen carefully, we hear 
the sound of nnnnyyyy in aaaanynynynyerererer ‘reed rat’ is different than the sound of njnjnjnj in lalalalanjnjnjnjaaaa ‘competition’, 
and also different than the sound of jjjj in aaaajjjjakilingaakilingaakilingaakilinga ‘swing’.  

    
nnnnyyyy     njnjnjnj        jjjj     
anynynynyer reed rat lanjnjnjnja competition ajjjjakilinga swing 
üganynynynyɔ monitor lizard ünjnjnjnjingi marabu stork maijjjjɔk leprosy 
tinynynynyi ointment binjnjnjnja dance type   
ŋunynynynyo iron munjnjnjnja instrument type   
bonynynynyo locust     
 
The letters nnnnyyyy, njnjnjnj and jjjj can also be at the end of words. When we listen carefully, we 
hear the sound of nynynyny in liiliiliiliinynynyny ‘fight’ is different than the sound of njnjnjnj in fiifiifiifiinjnjnjnj ‘ask’, and is 
also different than the sound of jjjj    in wiiwiiwiiwiijjjj ‘want’.   
 
nnnnyyyy     njnjnjnj        jjjj        
liinynynyny fight fiinjnjnjnj ask wiijjjj want, need 
leenynynyny loose something yiinjnjnjnj search for   
kwaanynynyny help raanjnjnjnj spoil something   
rɔɔnynynyny dress, wear foonjnjnjnj try   
muunynynyny swallow fuunjnjnjnj teach   
tuunynynyny light, ignite     
lɛɛnynynyny melt something     
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Exercise 8 
    
Carefully read and say each test word below.  The boldboldboldbold letter of each test word may or 
may not be written correctly.  Write the word correctly in the space given.  The first 
one is done as an example.    
    
Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 
NjNjNjNjɔk God JJJJɔk jjjjar straight _____________________ 
nynynynyel hammer _____________________ nnnnjjjjɔkɔ bag, quiver _____________________ 

rejjjjo spoiled _____________________ tinjnjnjnji ointment _____________________ 
kinynynynyɔrɔ slowly _____________________ ŋunynynynyo iron _____________________ 

gwɛɛnynynyny untie _____________________ fuujjjj teach _____________________ 
raanynynyny spoil something _____________________ winnnnjjjj bird _____________________ 

    
    

ConsonantsConsonantsConsonantsConsonants    ŋ, ngb, gbŋ, ngb, gbŋ, ngb, gbŋ, ngb, gb    
    

The consonants ŋŋŋŋ, ngbngbngbngb and gbgbgbgb sound similar at the beginning of words.  When we listen 
carefully, we hear the sound of ŋŋŋŋ in ŋŋŋŋorororor ‘bean’ is different than the sound of nnnngbgbgbgb in 
ngbngbngbngbomomomom ‘okra’, and also different than the sound of gbgbgbgb    in gbgbgbgbodmoodmoodmoodmo ‘red pepper’.  Say each 
of the words below.  Listen carefully to the difference in sound between ŋŋŋŋ, ngbngbngbngb    and gbgbgbgb. 

    
Ŋ ŋŊ ŋŊ ŋŊ ŋ     Ngb ngbNgb ngbNgb ngbNgb ngb        Gb gbGb gbGb gbGb gb        
ŋŋŋŋor bean ngbngbngbngbom okra, vegetable type gbgbgbgbodmo red pepper 
ŋŋŋŋu leopard ngbngbngbngbɔcɔ joining of rivers gbgbgbgbudu snake type 
ŋŋŋŋunyo iron ngbngbngbngbanga court case, hearing gbgbgbgbada bed 
ŋŋŋŋec back   gbgbgbgbangma canoe 
ŋŋŋŋeꞌdi snake type   gbgbgbgbululu instrument type 
ŋŋŋŋirni ant type ngbngbngbngbi forever gbgbgbgbɛl only 
ŋŋŋŋut neck ngbngbngbngbilili silently gbgbgbgbɔkɔ old 

    
The letters ŋŋŋŋ, ngbngbngbngb and gbgbgbgb can also be inbetween vowels. When we listen carefully, we 
hear the sound of ŋŋŋŋ in ütuütuütuütuŋŋŋŋoooo ‘grasshopper’ is different than the sound of nnnngbgbgbgb in mumumumunnnngbgbgbgbaaaal 
‘lightning’, and also different than the sound of gbgbgbgb in dudududugbgbgbgbaaaa ‘water container’.  

    
ŋŋŋŋ     ngbngbngbngb        gbgbgbgb     
ütuŋŋŋŋo grasshopper mungbngbngbngbal ligtning, thunder dugbgbgbgba water container 
loŋŋŋŋo song dongbngbngbngbɔ trap   
kɔŋŋŋŋɔ beer jangbngbngbngba trap   
ciŋŋŋŋɔ hand     
riŋŋŋŋo meat     
 
The words with ngbngbngbngb should not be confused with the word üüüümgbmgbmgbmgbaaaaŋŋŋŋ ‘calf’ that has mmmm    and 
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gbgbgbgb.  
 
mmmm    and gbgbgbgb 
ümgbmgbmgbmgbaŋ calf, lower leg 
 
 
Exercise 9 
    
Carefully read and say each test word below.  The boldboldboldbold letter of each test word may or 
may not be written correctly.  Write the word correctly in the space given.  The first 
one is done as an example.    
    
Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 
ngbngbngbngbudu snake type gbgbgbgbudu ngbngbngbngbɔcɔ joining of rivers _____________________ 
ngbngbngbngbunyo iron _____________________ ngbngbngbngbɔkɔ old _____________________ 

lɔngbngbngbngbɔ testicle _____________________ dogbgbgbgbɔ trap _____________________ 
kɔŋŋŋŋɔ beer _____________________ dugbgbgbgba water container _____________________ 
    

    
ConsonantsConsonantsConsonantsConsonants    kw, gw,kw, gw,kw, gw,kw, gw,    ŋŋŋŋwwww    

    
The consonants kkkk and kwkwkwkw sound similar at the beginning of words.  When we listen 
carefully, we hear the sound of kkkk in kkkkitititit ‘scorpion’ is different than the sound of kwkwkwkw in 
kwkwkwkwinyinyinyiny ‘wild animal’. Say each of the words below.  Listen carefully to the difference in 
sound between kkkk    and kwkwkwkw. 

    
K kK kK kK k     Kw kwKw kwKw kwKw kw        
kkkkit scorpion kwkwkwkwiny wild animal 
kkkkɛw boundary kwkwkwkwɛr menstration, blood flowing 
kkkkɛl fence kwkwkwkwɛr hoe 
kkkkal groundnut kwkwkwkwac prayer 
kkkkul pig, hog kwkwkwkwuy eagle 
kkkkɔt rain kwkwkwkwɔt house, room 

    
The consonants gggg and gwgwgwgw also sound similar at the beginning of words.  When we listen 
carefully, we hear the sound of gggg in ggggɛɛɛɛllllɛɛɛɛ ‘custom’ is different than the sound of gwgwgwgw in 
ggggwwwwɛɛɛɛnnnnɔɔɔɔ ‘chicken’. 
 
G gG gG gG g     Gw gwGw gwGw gwGw gw        
ggggɛlɛ custom gwgwgwgwɛnɔ chicken 
gggganga ostrich gwgwgwgwan cat 
ggggara bell   
ggggɛlɔ crab   
ggggifi thing   
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ggggura chain   
ggggɔt hill, mountain   
ggggaam catch gwgwgwgwaar collect, fetch 
ggggɛɛr build gwgwgwgwɛɛny untie, release 
ggggool scratch, dig gwgwgwgweey beat 
ggggiir turn   
 
The consonants ŋŋŋŋ and ŋwŋwŋwŋw also sound similar at the beginning of words.  When we listen 
carefully, we hear the sound of ŋŋŋŋ in ŋŋŋŋecececec ‘back’ is different than the sound of ŋwŋwŋwŋw in ŋŋŋŋwwwwɛɛɛɛnnnn 
‘termite’. 
 
Ŋ ŋŊ ŋŊ ŋŊ ŋ     Ŋw ŋwŊw ŋwŊw ŋwŊw ŋw        
ŋŋŋŋec back ŋwŋwŋwŋwɛn termite 
ŋŋŋŋeꞌdi snake type   
ŋŋŋŋu  leopard   
ŋŋŋŋor bean   
ŋŋŋŋirni ant type   
ŋŋŋŋɛɛl roll up something ŋwŋwŋwŋwɛɛc run 
ŋŋŋŋaaꞌd dress, put on ŋwŋwŋwŋwɛɛny pinch 
 
The letters kkkk and kwkwkwkw can be inbetween vowels. When we listen carefully, we hear the 
sound of kkkk in üüüükkkkengaengaengaenga ‘cock’ is different than the sound of kwkwkwkw in üüüükwkwkwkwerererer ‘gourd type’.  

    
kkkk     kwkwkwkw        
ükkkkenga cock ükwkwkwkwer gourd type 
fukkkka knife holder nyukwkwkwkwaŋ broth, meat 
bukkkkɔ crisis ükwkwkwkwɔt root 
bɔkkkkɔ leaf   
dakkkkɔ woman   
 
The letters gggg and gwgwgwgw can also be inbetween vowels. When we listen carefully, we hear 
the sound of gggg in üüüügggganyanyanyanyɔɔɔɔ ‘monitor lizard’ is different than the sound of gwgwgwgw in üüüüggggwwwwol ol ol ol 
‘anteater’.  

    
gggg     gwgwgwgw        
ügggganyɔ monitor lizard ügwgwgwgwol anteater 
amugggga rhino üꞌdügwgwgwgwec lizard type 
buggggu banana   
mbagggga basket type   
fugggga spoon type   
coggggo bone   
 
The letters ŋŋŋŋ and ŋwŋwŋwŋw can also be inbetween vowels. When we listen carefully, we hear 
the sound of ŋŋŋŋ in ciciciciŋŋŋŋɔɔɔɔ ‘hand’ is different than the sound of ŋwŋwŋwŋw in aaaaŋŋŋŋwwwwɛɛɛɛnnnn ‘four’.  

    
ŋŋŋŋ     ŋwŋwŋwŋw        
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ciŋŋŋŋɔ hand aŋwŋwŋwŋwɛn four 
ütüŋŋŋŋo grasshopper Aŋwŋwŋwŋwɛc name of woman 
loŋŋŋŋo song   
kɔŋŋŋŋɔ beer   
 
Exercise 10 
    
Carefully read and say each test word below.  The boldboldboldbold letter of each test word may or 
may not be written correctly.  Write the word correctly in the space given.  The first 
one is done as an example.    
    
Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 
kwkwkwkwor chest kor kkkkwwwwudɔ thorn _____________________ 
kkkkaw belt _____________________ kwkwkwkwac prayer _____________________ 

ggggaar collect _____________________ ggggwwwwuk dog _____________________ 
ggggwwwwow bird type _____________________ gggguꞌdu room _____________________ 

ŋŋŋŋwwwwuuc smell, sniff _____________________ ŋŋŋŋɔɔk  vomit _____________________ 
ŋŋŋŋaac disobey _____________________ ŋŋŋŋɛɛny pinch _____________________ 

ükkkkɔdɔ hedgehog _____________________ akkkkwwwwaca donkey _____________________ 
ükwkwkwkwɔt root _____________________ lɛkkkkɔ light _____________________ 

yuggggi louse, lice _____________________ üꞌdügwgwgwgwec lizard type _____________________ 
aggggwwwwak bird type _____________________ adiggggwwwwen picking hook _____________________ 

aŋŋŋŋɛn four _____________________ riŋŋŋŋwwwwo meat _____________________ 
lɔŋŋŋŋɔ testicle _____________________ teeŋŋŋŋo go, leave _____________________ 

    
    

VowelsVowelsVowelsVowels    
 
The words ꞌꞌꞌꞌdeldeldeldel ‘skin’ and ꞌꞌꞌꞌddddɛɛɛɛllll ‘goat’ have different vowel sounds.  Do you hear the 
difference? In this lesson we learn the different sounds of vowels. 
 
There are 9 vowels in Belanda Bor, as shown in the list below.   
 

Belanda Bor Vowels 
ɛɛɛɛ    eeee    
ɔɔɔɔ    oooo    
iiii    ïïïï    
uuuu    üüüü    
aaaa        

 
The following words have the vowel ɛɛɛɛ    or eeee. Say each of these words and listen to the 
sound of the vowels ɛɛɛɛ    and eeee. 
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ƐƐƐƐ    ɛɛɛɛ    E eE eE eE e    
ꞌdɛl goat ꞌdel skin 
lɛy axe ley domestic animal 
yɛɛ behaviour yey canoe, boat 
bɛ beauty bey salt 
bɛ cloud ten pot stand 
bɛ thickness of something teng rim, edge, border 
bɛr valley ter load, burden 
bɛl dura, sorghum nyel hammer 
rɛc badness rem pain 
lɛt finger lek dream 
lɛl grave, tombstone ceŋ sun, day 
lɛc elephant kwer menstration, blood flowing 
lɛb tongue kem thigh, upper leg 
cɛt dung, excrement kec hunger 
kwɛr hoe, digging tool key kindess, love 
kɛl fence ŋec back 
kɛw boundary yen firewood 
ŋwɛn termite yege another 
nyɛrɛ authority   
gɛlɛ custom   
njɛngɛrɛ twig, stick   
ngɛꞌdɛrɛ dragonfly   
 
The following words have the vowel ɔɔɔɔ or oooo.   
 
ƆƆƆƆ    ɔɔɔɔ        O oO oO oO o     
rɔk body, self tok back of head 
ꞌdɔl throat kor chest 
rɔf court, conference lot stirring stick 
wɔf handsomeness (of man) kon asida, porridge 
kwɔt house, room jɔk god 
tɔ death, sickness to fox 
tɔl rope tol snake (general) 
kɔt rain kot shield 
ꞌdɔ bridge bomb wing 
wɔŋ grandmother boŋ slave 
bɔy net for hippo 
mɔɔ oil foŋ grinding stone 
ꞌdwɔy moon Bor Bor person 
tɔŋ spear tot lie, word not true 
nɔk meekness, smallness lom peace 
ndɔt door cok end of something 
jɔt cloud cow porcupine 
jɔk god, God kpo hoe type 
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kɔ time kor chest 
kɔbɔ chain ? kow theft 
kɔm stool for women gow large bird type 
kɔf word ŋor bean 
kpɔ life woꞌd son 
kɔw grandfather yoo road, way 
gɔt hill, mountain   
kɔrɔ in-law loro anthill 
kɔŋɔ beer loŋo song 
bɔngɔ bee hive cogo last child 
rɔmɔ blood ꞌdogo glue, gum 
fɔngɔ jewellery bonyo locust 
rɔmbɔ ram koro year 
ꞌdɔꞌdɔ trap fodo field 
bɔmɔ concubine, mistress Bongo Bongo person 
bɔkɔ leaf cogo bone 
fɔkɔ gourd cogo last born child 
nyɔrɔ dirt, filth gbodmo red pepper 
rɔɔmɔ ability tofo shadow 
lɔŋɔ testicle ꞌdolo bicycle 
jɔkɔ bag, quiver   
kpɔlɔ fish type   
wɔlɔ cough   
yɔmɔ wind   
 
The following words have the vowel i i i i or ïïïï1111.   
 
I iI iI iI i     Ï ïÏ ïÏ ïÏ ï     
finy ground, floor bïm baboon 
fi water bï white ant type 
tic work, job, task mïk belonging 
kic ear kïc belly, stomach 
kic honey kïc orphan 
liny war wïr giraffe 
cir rainy season bïï squeeze 
cig information bïï come 
kwiny wild animal mïïc give 
kit scorpion fïï clean something 
nin day fïïl lay, put 
rit tree type kwïï make cold, cool 
winy bird (general) kïït do, make 
wic head   
yit shoulder ?   

                                                           
1
 The [ATR] distinction in high vowels i, u is rare in nouns, and some speakers do not pronounce with any 

difference. 
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yid voice   
yil animal like skunk   
yil aluminum   
yic broom, sweeper   
bidi fishing spear   
biri evil, sorcery   
mirni charcoal   
kiti seat, chair   
kidi rock   
kiki fear   
gifi thing   
ŋirni small ant type   
bidi fishing spear   
 
The following words have the vowel uuuu or üüüü.   
 
U uU uU uU u     Ü üÜ üÜ üÜ ü     
tur raised ground bür blister, boil 
bur ash tüür break 
bul drum büül cook, roast 
mur vagina müür be proud 
tum hunt tüüm join, bring together 
tuŋ chisel, carving tool nüüꞌd tell, show 
tuŋ horn (of animal) cüül pay 
mbu suffering ꞌdüüg return something 
fur earliness   
nyum simsim, seseme   
nyum marriage   
rut twins   
lum grass   
cuny liver   
jur young woman   
kwuy eagle   
kum wealth, riches   
kur side, direction   
kul pig, hog   
kuc right hand   
guk dog   
ŋu leopard   
ŋut neck   
yub tail   
yuc hair   
bugu banana   
mburmbur butterfly   
fukfuk lung   
cumu fruit type   
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gbudu snake type   
guꞌdu room   
bukutu pot for sauce   
gbululu instrument type   
kputukputu motercycle   
 
The following words have the vowel aaaa.   
 
A aA aA aA a    
ꞌdak vase, pot mbaga basket type 
dak mouth ngbanga court case, hearing 
nyaŋ crocodile fala knife 
baꞌd arm taba tobacco 
bar stony area lanja competition 
mac fire lakpa sweet potato 
nam river gbada bed 
rac ugliness gbangma canoe 
raw millet ganga ostrich 
lam luck, good thing gara bell 
lac urine, pee wara shoe 
lak teeth wàrà cotton, thread 
cam food waya fatherꞌs sister 
can poverty akaca donkey 
cak milk agak crow, bird type 
caa cow   
kà wound   
jac handle of hoe   
kwac prayer   
kal groundnut   
kaw belt   
gwaŋ cat   
wat relative   
waŋ face   
yat tree   
 
Exercise 11 
 
Carefully read and say the test words between the lines below.  The boldboldboldbold vowel in the 
middle of each test word may or may not be written correctly.  Test the sound of the 
bold vowel by comparing it with the vowel sound in the words on the left and right.  If 
the sound for the bold vowel is the same as in the word on the left, write the word 
correctly with that vowel.  If the sound for the bold vowel is the same as in the word on 
the right, write the word correctly with that vowel.  The first one has been done as an 
example. 
 
  Test Word   Write correctly 
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ꞌdɛl goat leeeel grave, tombstone ꞌdel skin lɛl 
ꞌdɛl goat nyeeeel hammer ꞌdel skin _____________________ 
ꞌdɛl goat ŋɛɛɛɛc back ꞌdel skin _____________________ 
ꞌdɛl goat lɛɛɛɛc elephant ꞌdel skin _____________________ 
rɔk body, self tooooŋ spear tok back of head _____________________ 
rɔk body, self fooooŋ grinding stone tok back of head _____________________ 
rɔk body, self gɔɔɔɔt hill, mountain tok back of head _____________________ 
rɔk body, self kɔɔɔɔn asida, porridge tok back of head _____________________ 
finy ground, floor wïïïïr giraffe bïm baboon _____________________ 
finy ground, floor cïïïïr rainy season bïm baboon _____________________ 
finy ground, floor kiiiic orphan bïm baboon _____________________ 
finy ground, floor kickickickic ear bïm baboon _____________________ 
tur raised ground nyuuuum simsim, seseme bür blister, boil _____________________ 
tur raised ground güüüük dog bür blister, boil _____________________ 
tur raised ground yüüüüb tail bür blister, boil _____________________ 
tur raised ground juuuur young woman bür blister, boil _____________________ 
 
    

Mixed VowelsMixed VowelsMixed VowelsMixed Vowels    
    

Vowels are often mixed together in the same word.  In the following charts, all possible 
ways that vowels can be combined in the same word are shown.  Read each word 
carefully and listen to the sound of the two vowels together. 
 

Second Vowel in the Word 

F
ir

st
 V

ow
el

 i
n 

 t
he

 W
or

d 

 aaaa    ɔɔɔɔ    ɛɛɛɛ    iiii    uuuu    
aaaa    gaaaaraaaa daaaanɔɔɔɔ aaaaŋwɛɛɛɛn taaaabiiii ngaaaabuuuu 
    bell person four yeast jaw 
ɔɔɔɔ    kɔɔɔɔwaaaa bɔɔɔɔkɔɔɔɔ   bɔɔɔɔluuuu 
    our (not your) leaf   herb type 
ɛɛɛɛ     cɛɛɛɛlɔɔɔɔ gɛɛɛɛlɛɛɛɛ  kpɛɛɛɛnduuuu 
     leg custom  anteater 
iiii    biiiinjaaaa ciiiiŋɔɔɔɔ njiiiitɛɛɛɛ kiiiitiiii miiiiwuuuu 
    dance type hand little, few chair your (pl) (temp) 
uuuu    ꞌtuuuulaaaa kuuuudɔɔɔɔ nduuuulɛɛɛɛ yuuuugiiii guuuuꞌduuuu 
    owl, bird type thorn root type lice room 

 

 

Second Vowel in the Word 

F
ir st
 

V
o

w
e oooo    eeee    ïïïï    üüüü    

aaaa    aaaatooooŋ maaaareeee   



- 29 - 

    bird type joke   
ɔɔɔɔ        
        
ɛɛɛɛ     kwɛɛɛɛgeeee  cɛɛɛɛꞌdüüüü 
     their  gazelle type 
iiii    riiiiŋoooo miiiigeeee   
    meat their (temp)   
uuuu    muuuudoooo    
    darkness    

 

Second Vowel in the Word 

F
ir

st
 V

ow
el

 i
n 

 t
he

 
W

or
d 

 

 aaaa    ɔɔɔɔ    ɛɛɛɛ    iiii    uuuu    
oooo    rooooꞌdaaaa doooongbɔɔɔɔ  joooobiiii boooonguuuu 
    gazelle type trap  buffalo item of clothing 
eeee    jeeeebaaaa neeeeeeeenɔɔɔɔ  ŋeeeeꞌdiiii  
    never see  snake type  
ïïïï    fïïïïlaaaa bïïïïlɔɔɔɔ  cïïïïndiiii bïïïïluuuu 
    quickly soot, smudge  sucking insect mat 
üüüü    üüüüraaaaf üüüümɔɔɔɔr üüüütɛɛɛɛl üüüüciiiir üüüütuuuum 
    bird type antelope fish type tortoise gun 

 

 
Second Vowel in the Word 

F
ir

st
 V

ow
el

 i
n 

 t
he

 
W

or
d 

 oooo    eeee    ïïïï    üüüü    
oooo    foooodoooo    
    field    
eeee    keeeeꞌdoooo yeeeegeeee   
    tree type another   
ïïïï        
        
üüüü    düüüüfoooo üüüüteeeem üüüükïïïïc  
    compound spider stomach (outside)  

 
Exercise 12 

    
Carefully read and say each test word below.  The vowels may or may not be written 
correctly.  To know the correct vowels, compare the vowel sounds of the words below 
with those in the chart above. Write the word correctly in the space given.  The first one 
is done as an example. 
 
Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 
ꞌdoooolɔɔɔɔ bicycle ꞌdolo ciiiiroooo needle _____________________ 
buuuukɔɔɔɔ crisis _____________________ coooogɔɔɔɔ bone _____________________ 
fiiiinoooo wasp _____________________ kaaaaꞌdɔɔɔɔ salt _____________________ 
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füüüükaaaa knife holder _____________________ kuuuurɔɔɔɔ tomorrow _____________________ 
tɔɔɔɔfɔɔɔɔ spirit _____________________ geeeelɔɔɔɔ crab _____________________ 
daaaakɔɔɔɔ woman _____________________ yïïïïmaaaa already _____________________ 
duuuuwoooor night _____________________ yooookɔɔɔɔ outside _____________________ 
nyoooorɔɔɔɔ dirt, filth _____________________ aaaacɛɛɛɛk bird type _____________________ 
gweeeenoooo chicken _____________________ aaaakuuuur bird type _____________________ 
gbaaaadoooo bed _____________________ uuuutoooon hyena _____________________ 

    
    

Consonants w, y next to Consonants w, y next to Consonants w, y next to Consonants w, y next to other consonantsother consonantsother consonantsother consonants    
    
The consonant wwww can be at the beginning of words as in wwwwinyinyinyiny ‘bird’, or in the middle of 
words as in düdüdüdüwwwworororor  ‘night’, or at the end of words as in rarararawwww    ‘millet’.  The consonant yyyy 
can be at the beginning of words as in yyyyubububub ‘tail’, or in the middle of words as in rrrreeeeyyyyoooo 
‘fish’, or at the end of words as in bbbbɔɔɔɔyyyy ‘net’.  
 
    Beginning Middle End Next to consonant 
W wW wW wW w    wwwwiny bird düwwwwor night rawwww millet yirwwwwa strange, strong 
    wwwwat relative awwwwendɔ guinea fowl kɛwwww boundary   
Y yY yY yY y    yyyyub tail reyyyyo fish bɔyyyy net fayyyyba indeed, 
    yyyyat tree wayyyya aunt kwuyyyy eagle  very much 
 
In very few words, wwww or yyyy can be next to a consonant, such as yiryiryiryirwwwwaaaa ‘strange, strong’ 
and fafafafayyyybabababa ‘indeed, very much’. 
 
The consonants kwkwkwkw, gwgwgwgw and ŋwŋwŋwŋw are separate consonants from wwww. These consonants 
should not be confused with wwww. 
 
    Beginning Middle 
Kw kwKw kwKw kwKw kw    kwkwkwkwuy eagle nyukwkwkwkwaŋ meat 
Gw gwGw gwGw gwGw gw    gwgwgwgwɛnɔ chicken ügwgwgwgwol ant eater 
Ŋw ŋwŊw ŋwŊw ŋwŊw ŋw    ŋwŋwŋwŋwɛn termite üngwgwgwgwal frog 
 
When wwww is at the end of a word, it may sound like the vowel uuuu. However, we usually 
donꞌt write 2 different vowels together. We donꞌt write uuuu    in rarararauuuu (wrong) ‘millet’.  
Instead we write rarararawwww. We should write wwww at the end of words following a vowel, and 
not uuuu. 
 
Correct Wrong 
rawwww millet rauuuu millet 
kawwww belt kauuuu belt 
cowwww porcupine couuuu porcupine 
gowwww bird type gouuuu bird type 
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End of words rule End of words rule End of words rule End of words rule :  Write yyyy or w w w w at the end of words following a vowel, and not iiii    or 
uuuu. However, ï ï ï ï can follow another vowel at the end of words. 
 

kowwww theft kouuuu theft 
kɔwwww grandfather kɔuuuu grandfather 
kɛwwww boundary kɛuuuu boundary 
kewwww between keuuuu between 
koowwww cross, go across koouuuu cross, go across 
nyɔɔwwww buy nyɔɔuuuu buy 
tɔɔwwww become dry tɔɔuuuu become dry 
 

When yyyy is at the end of a word, it may sound like the vowel iiii. But, we donꞌt write i i i i in 
ꞌꞌꞌꞌdwdwdwdwɔɔɔɔiiii (wrong) ‘moon’. Instead we write ꞌꞌꞌꞌdwdwdwdwɔɔɔɔyyyy. We should write yyyy at the end of words 
following a vowel, and not iiii. 
 

Correct Wrong 
ꞌdwɔyyyy moon ꞌdwɔiiii moon 
bɔyyyy net bɔiiii net 
beyyyy salt beiiii salt 
yeyyyy canoe, boat yeiiii canoe, boat 
keyyyy kindess, love keiiii kindess, love 
leyyyy domestic animal leiiii domestic animal 
lɛyyyy axe lɛiiii axe 
kwuyyyy eagle kwuiiii eagle 
fayyyy useless, foolish faiiii useless, foolish 
waayyyy speak waaiiii speak 
caayyyy find, search  caaiiii find, search  
kaayyyy bite kaaiiii bite 
kwaayyyy pray, beg kwaaiiii pray, beg 
kiiyyyy wake up someone kiiiiii wake up someone 
wiiyyyy allow, leave wiiiiii allow, leave 
gweeyyyy beat gweeiiii beat 
tuuyyyy tie tuuiiii tie 
 
However, the vowel ï ï ï ï can follow a vowel at the end of the following three words. 
 
ï ï ï ï following another vowel 
laaïïïï exchange 
kwaaïïïï sew, mend 
ŋaaïïïï dodge, divert, twist 
 
In summary, we have the following rule at the end of words: 
 

 
Exercise 13 
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Carefully read and say each test word below.  The bold bold bold bold letter in each test word may or 
may not be written correctly.  Write the word correctly in the space given.  The first 
one is done as an example. 
 
Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 

lɛiiii axe lɛyyyy nyɔɔuuuu buy _____________________ 
kowwww theft _____________________ kiieeee wake up someone _____________________ 
kaayyyy bite _____________________ keuuuu between _____________________ 
yeyyyy canoe, boat _____________________ beeeee    salt _____________________ 
gweeiiii    beat _____________________ kwaaiiii sew, mend _____________________ 

 
 

ToneToneToneTone    
    

Some words sound the same except for tone.  We now learn about these words and how 
to write some of them differently.  
 
Tone is how High or Low the sound of the syllable is, or how the sound rises or falls.  
In speaking, it is easy to know the difference between words like warawarawarawara    ‘shoe’ and wàrà wàrà wàrà wàrà 
‘cotton’ because they sound differently. But if both words were written warawarawarawara, how 
would readers know when wara wara wara wara  means ‘shoe’ and when warawarawarawara means ‘cotton’?  To help 
readers, we have decided to write these words differently. 
 
The word warawarawarawara    ‘shoe’ has Mid, Mid tone and wàràwàràwàràwàrà ‘cotton’ has Low, Low tone. 
However, these are just two of nine different tone patterns that words can have. Nine 
different patterns are listed below for words with different syllable patterns. Read the 
words in each column. Listen to how the tone is different for each word. 
 
Tone Two syllables One syllable, Final consonant One syllable 
High, High waya aunt rɔk body fi water 
Mid, Mid wara shoe lot stirring stick tɔ death 
Low, Low wàrà cotton, thread cɛt dung kà wound 
Mid, High fodo field tuŋ horn (of cow)   
Mid, Low koro year guk dog   
High, Low wɔlɔ cough ten pot stand bï white ant 
High, Mid kuyo sand ndɔt door   
Low, High bɔmɔ mistress won his/her father to fox 
Low, Mid tofo shadow wɔŋ grandmother   
 
The words below are organized according to their tone pattern. Read each group of 
words and listen to their tone.  Is the tone of all words in each group the same? Mark 
any words that have a different tone than the other words in the group. 
 
High, High Mid, Mid Low, Low Mid, High 
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waya aunt wara shoe wàrà cotton, thread fodo field 
ütɛl fish type gbangma canoe fala knife ꞌdogo glue, gum 
abɛl maize jangba trap lanja competition tinyi ointment 
kpɛndu anteater lakpa sw. potato ngbanga court case rɔmɔ blood 
lɛlɔ stone lɔŋɔ testicle mbaga basket type tɛngɔ sugarcane 
üliny warrior yɔmɔ wind gara bell cɛrɔ star 
  guꞌdu room gbada bed wuro father 
  yege another ganga ostrich   
  kaꞌdɔ salt bɔngɔ bee hive   
  keꞌdo tree type kɔŋɔ beer   
  ciŋɔ hand bɔkɔ leaf   
  miyo sese fly kɔrɔ in-law Mid, Low 
  citɔ widow kpɔlɔ fish type koro year 
  Runga Zande loŋo song bonyo locust 
  bïlɔ soot cogo last child ꞌdolo bicycle 
  ŋunyo iron loro anthill fɔngɔ jewellery 
  gɛlɔ crab gɛlɛ custom rɔmbɔ ram 
  cɛlɔ leg binja dance type kundi millet 
  tabi yeast tumo end dakɔ woman 
  düfo compound fundo salty place nyakɔ girl 
  mudo darkness dungo basket kuꞌdo flea 
  keeꞌdo writing kendo cooking stone kulo water hole 
  kodi seed meꞌdo  dance kudɔ thron 
  nyayɔ hapiness munja instrument   
  cirɔ needle fuga spoon   
    fuka knife holder   
    gura chain   
    roꞌda gazelle type   
    ndulɛ root type   
    bɔlu herb type   
    cïndi insect   
        
High, Low High, Mid Low, High Low, Mid 
wɔlɔ cough kuyo sand bɔmɔ mistress tofo shadow 
nyɔrɔ dirt, filth agak crow cumu fruit type cogo bone 
fɔkɔ gourd atoŋ kite banda swamp combo snail 
nyɛrɛ authority ayɛr partridge faci home gifi thing 
bugu banana anyer reed rat bongu clothing item kidi rock 
kiti chair acek peacock dongbɔ trap bidi spear 
nati child arum bird type bïlu mat gbudu puff adder 
ngabu jaw akur pigeon balɔ vegetable lɛkɔ light 
danɔ person finɔ wasp dugba container galɔ granary 
taba tobacco nyicɔ boy   ümbur blade 
ꞌtula owl ükal bettle   üngwal frog 
fura antelope ümɔr antelope   ütum gun 
buꞌdo gourd üyo mouse   übit hook 
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yugi lice üton hyena   üfot herb type 
  ülik bat   ücir tortoise 
      bukɔ crisis 
      tufɔ spirit 
      ꞌdanɔ rainbow 
      ŋeꞌdi python 
      dicɔ man 
      riŋo meat 
      cɛꞌdü gazelle 
      reyo fish 
    
Words that that differ only by tone are listed below.  Some of them such as wara wara wara wara ‘shoe’ 
and wàrà wàrà wàrà wàrà ‘cotton’ are written differently. Others are written the same even though they 
sound differently. If the pair of words has the vowel aaaa, it can have á á á á for High tone and àààà 
for Low tone.  
 
Tone   Tone   
Mid wara shoe High bur ash 
Low wààààràààà cotton, thread Mid bur hole 
Low cogo last child High kïc stomach 
Low, Mid cogo bone Mid-Low kïc orphan 
High ka (plural) High man this, these 
Low kàààà wound High-Low man that, who, which 
High ni your (sg) High ti then, for this reason 
Low ni be, is, of, you (sg) Low ti under 
High ri at, in High kan when 
Mid ri you (sg) High-Low káááán here 
High náááá if    
Mid na me    
Low nàààà be, is    
    
We have the following rule for showing tone. 
    
    
    
    
    
Exercise 14 
 
Carefully read and say each test word below.  The bold bold bold bold letter in each test word may or 
may not be written correctly.  Write the word correctly in the space given.  The first 
one is done as an example. 
 
Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 

wààààràààà shoe waaaaraaaa náááá me ______________ 

Tone ruleTone ruleTone ruleTone rule:  If two words with vowel aaaa sound the same except for tone, áááá 
is for High tone and àààà is for Low tone in those words. 
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kàààà (plural) ______________ kaaaa wound ______________ 
naaaa be, is ______________ náááá if ______________ 
kaaaan when ______________ kaaaan here ______________ 

    
    

Long and Short VowelsLong and Short VowelsLong and Short VowelsLong and Short Vowels    
    
A noun can be a person, animal, place, thing, or idea.   In the sentence below, llllɛɛɛɛcccc 
‘elephant’, nindonindonindonindo ‘sleep’, gwgwgwgwɛɛɛɛnnnnɔɔɔɔ    ‘chicken’, burburburbur ‘hole’, ccccɛɛɛɛnde nde nde nde ‘his feet’, and fifififi ‘water’ are 
all nouns. 
 
LLLLɛɛɛɛcccc aleek yï nindnindnindnindoooo wɛ,  ElephantElephantElephantElephant dreamed in his sleepsleepsleepsleep that 
GwGwGwGwɛɛɛɛnnnnɔɔɔɔ    agool burburburbur ti ccccɛɛɛɛndendendende, koow fifififi. HenHenHenHen dug a hole hole hole hole under his feetfeetfeetfeet and reached waterwaterwaterwater. 

    
The following are other examples of nouns: 
    

Belanda Bor Nouns 
Persons boŋ slave 
 kɔrɔ in-law 
 nyicɔ young man, boy 
Animals guk dog 
 reyo fish 
 ngɛꞌdɛrɛ dragonfly 
Places kulo water collection place 
 nam river 
 gɔt mountain, hill 
Things cilɛtɛ spoon from shell 
 bɛl dura, sorghum 
 yuc hair 
Ideas cig information 
 kɔ time 
 can poverty 

    
Most nouns only have short (single) vowels such as oooo in bbbbooooŋŋŋŋ ‘slave’ or uuuu in gggguuuukkkk ‘dog’. 
    
A verb describes an action, motion, state, change, or can be used as an equal sign 
between words.  In the sentence below, aleekaleekaleekaleek ‘dreamed’, agoolagoolagoolagool ‘dug’ and koowkoowkoowkoow 
‘reached’ are verbs. 
 
Lɛc aleekaleekaleekaleek yï nindo wɛ,  Elephant dreameddreameddreameddreamed in his sleep that 
Gwɛnɔ agoolagoolagoolagool bur ti cɛnde, koowkoowkoowkoow fi. Hen dugdugdugdug a hole under his feet and reachedreachedreachedreached water. 

    
The following are other examples of verbs: 
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Belanda Bor Verbs 
Actions caam eat 
 gweey beat 
 yɔɔb open 
Motions bïï come 
 rɛɛm chase, run after 
 foor jump 
Changes tɔɔw become dry 
 tɔɔ die 
 naam disappear 
States loor be afraid 
 keec be hungry 
 mook be thin 
Equal sign nà be, is 
 ni be, is 

    
Most verbs have long (doubled) vowels such as aaaaaaaa in ccccaaaaaaaammmm ‘eat’ or ɔɔɔɔɔɔɔɔ in ttttɔɔɔɔɔɔɔɔ ‘die’. 
 
To make reading easier, we write most nouns with short (single) vowels, and we write 
most verbs with a long (doubled) first vowel. Read each of the pairs of words below.  
Notice how all nouns are written with short vowels, and all verbs are written with a 
long first vowel. 
    
Noun  Verb  
tɔɔɔɔ death, sickness tɔɔɔɔɔɔɔɔ die, be sick 
caaaam food caaaaaaaam eat 
ŋwɛɛɛɛc race competition ŋwɛɛɛɛɛɛɛɛc run 
meeeeꞌꞌꞌꞌdo dance, any dance type meeeeeeeeꞌꞌꞌꞌdo dance 
keeeeꞌꞌꞌꞌdo tattoo, marking keeeeeeeeꞌꞌꞌꞌdo write 
kwaaaac prayer kwaaaaaaaay pray, beg 
ji fuuuunj teacher fuuuuuuuunj teach 
ji caaaad gifi merchant caaaaaaaad sell 
gi lɔɔɔɔr waŋ mirror lɔɔɔɔɔɔɔɔr look 
gi neeeenɔ glasses neeeeeeeenɔ see 
kar beeeeꞌdɔ chair beeeeeeeeꞌdɔ sit 
nyaaaar cul circumcision nyaaaaaaaar cut 
toooor fala throwing knife toooooooor throw 
    
In summary, we have the follow rule for long and short vowels: 
 
 
 
 
Exercise 15 
 
Carefully read and say each test word below.  The bold bold bold bold letter in each test word may or 

Vowel ruleVowel ruleVowel ruleVowel rule:  Write most nouns with short (single) vowels. Write most 
verbs with a long (doubled) first vowel. 
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may not be written correctly.  Write the word correctly in the space given.  The first 
one is done as an example. 
 
Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 

ji kwaaaaaaaac beggar ji kwaaaac ji gweeeeeeeey bul drummer ______________ 

tɔɔɔɔw become dry ______________ keeeeeeeec be hungry ______________ 

yaaaak tɔ mourning ______________ kwɛɛɛɛɛɛɛɛr dakɔ divorce ______________ 

ji nyɔɔɔɔɔɔɔɔl na my parent ______________ kar fuuuunji school ______________ 

müüüüüüüür be proud ______________ tɔɔɔɔ die ______________ 

ji nüüüüꞌd kɔf teacher ______________ ji maaaaaaaag reyo fisherman ______________ 

    

    
Spelling Spelling Spelling Spelling RulesRulesRulesRules    ReviewedReviewedReviewedReviewed    

    
In this book, we have learned three spelling rules that help reading and writing.  We 
now review these rules.  There are examples after each rule.  The page number is shown 
where the rule is further explained.   
    
End of words rule End of words rule End of words rule End of words rule (page 31):  Write yyyy or w w w w at the end of words following a vowel, and 
not i i i i or uuuu. However, ï ï ï ï can follow another vowel at the end of words. 
    
Correct Wrong 
rawwww millet rauuuu millet 
cowwww porcupine couuuu porcupine 
kowwww theft kouuuu theft 
kɔwwww grandfather kɔuuuu grandfather 
kɛwwww boundary kɛuuuu boundary 
kewwww between keuuuu between 
ꞌdwɔyyyy moon ꞌdwɔiiii moon 
leyyyy domestic animal leiiii domestic animal 
lɛyyyy axe lɛiiii axe 
kwuyyyy eagle kwuiiii eagle 
fayyyy useless, foolish faiiii useless, foolish 
kiiyyyy wake up someone kiiiiii wake up someone 
wiiyyyy allow, leave wiiiiii allow, leave 
laaïïïï exchange laayyyy exchange 
kwaaïïïï sew, mend kwaayyyy sew, mend 
ŋaaïïïï dodge, divert, twist ŋaayyyy dodge, divert, twist 
    
Tone ruleTone ruleTone ruleTone rule    (page 34):  If two words with vowel aaaa sound the same except for tone, áááá is for 
High tone and àààà is for Low tone in those words. 
    
Tone   Tone   
Mid wara shoe High bur ash 
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Low wààààràààà cotton, thread Mid bur hole 
Low cogo last child High kïc stomach 
Low, Mid cogo bone Mid-Low kïc orphan 
High ka (plural) High man this, these 
Low kàààà wound High-Low man that, who, which 
High ni your (sg) High ti then, for this reason 
Low ni be, is, of, you (sg) Low ti under 
High ri at, in High kan when 
Mid ri you (sg) High-Low káááán here 
High náááá if    
Mid na me    
Low nàààà be, is    
    
VVVVowel ruleowel ruleowel ruleowel rule    (page 36):  Write most nouns with short (single) vowels. Write most verbs 
with a long (doubled) first vowel. 
    
Noun  Verb  
tɔɔɔɔ death, sickness tɔɔɔɔɔɔɔɔ die, be sick 
caaaam food caaaaaaaam eat 
ŋwɛɛɛɛc race competition ŋwɛɛɛɛɛɛɛɛc run 
meeeeꞌꞌꞌꞌdo dance, any dance type meeeeeeeeꞌꞌꞌꞌdo dance 
keeeeꞌꞌꞌꞌdo tattoo, marking keeeeeeeeꞌꞌꞌꞌdo write 
kwaaaac prayer kwaaaaaaaac pray, beg 
ji fuuuunj teacher fuuuuuuuunj teach 
ji caaaad gifi merchant caaaaaaaad sell 
gi lɔɔɔɔr waŋ mirror lɔɔɔɔɔɔɔɔr look 
gi neeeenɔ glasses neeeeeeeenɔ see 
kar beeeeꞌdɔ chair beeeeeeeeꞌdɔ sit 
nyaaaar cul circumcision nyaaaaaaaar cut 
toooor fala throwing knife toooooooor throw 
    
Exercise 16 
 
Carefully read and say each test word below.  The bold bold bold bold letter in each test word may or 
may not be written correctly.  Write the word correctly in the space given.  The first 
one is done as an example. 
    
Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 
kaaaan here káááán kaaaa (plural) _____________________ 
yeyyyy canoe, boat _____________________ kaaaa wound _____________________ 
naaaa if _____________________ maaaan that, who _____________________ 
naaaa be, is _____________________ maaaan this, these _____________________ 
ji liiiiiiiiny soldier _____________________ kwaaïïïï pray, beg _____________________ 
kooüüüü go across _____________________ gowwww bird type _____________________ 
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wààààràààà cotton _____________________ ji maaaag reyo fisherman _____________________ 
bɔyyyy net _____________________ ŋaaïïïï dodge, twist _____________________ 
ji maaaaaaaad kɔŋɔ drunkard _____________________ kauuuu belt _____________________ 
    
    

Belanda BorBelanda BorBelanda BorBelanda Bor    Word ListWord ListWord ListWord List    
 
Below, singular words (one) and plural words (more than one) are in alphabetical order.  
There are nouns (n), pronouns (pron), verbs (v) and other word categories listed by the 
abbreviations below.   
 
Word category abbreviations 
adj = adjective describes a following noun 
adv = adverb describes a verb 
con = connector joins clauses, phrases or sentences 
dem = demonstrative points to or shows which noun is talked about 
n = noun a person, animal, place, thing, or idea 
num = number tells how many of a noun there are 
part = particle word or affix that has a special use 
prep = preposition introduces a noun phrase that describes a previous action 
pron = pronoun takes the place of a noun or noun phrase 
quan = quantity tells the amount of noun 
v.d = detransitive verb a transitive verb used as an intransitive verb 
v.i = intranstive verb a verb that does not have an object 
v.t = transitive verb a verb that can have an object 
 
Belanda BorBelanda BorBelanda BorBelanda Bor    Word ListWord ListWord ListWord List 
Singular Plural Word category 
A aA aA aA a       
abɛl nying abɛl n grain of maize 
acek nying acek n peacock, bird type 
adigen ka adigen n picking hook (for fruit in trees) 
aꞌdula nying aꞌdula n heart 
afɔyɔ nying afɔyɔ n hare, rabbit 
agak nying agak n crow, bird type 
ajakilinga  n swing 
akaca nying akaca n donkey 
akida nying akida n squirrel 
akur nying akur n pigeon, bird type 
amuga nying amuga n rhino 
anyer nying anyer n reed rat, swamp rat 
Aŋwɛc  n name of woman 
aŋwɛn  num four 
arum nying arum n bird type 
atoŋ nying atoŋ n kite, bird type 
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awendɔ nying awendɔ n guinea fowl 
ayɛr nying ayɛr n partridge, bird type 
    
B bB bB bB b       
baꞌd  n arm 
balɔ ka balɔ n green vegetable 
banda ka banda n swamp 
bar ka bar n stony area 
beeꞌdɔ  v.d sit 
bey  n salt 
bɛ  n beauty 
bɛ  n  cloud 
bɛ  n thinkness of something (leaves, grass, forest) 
bɛɛꞌd  v.t shake something 
bɛl  n dura, sorghum 
bɛr ka bɛr n valley 
bidi ka bidi n fishing spear 
binja  n dance type 
biri ka biri n evil, sorcery 
bï ka bï n white ant type 
bïï  v.t squeeze 
bïï  v.i come 
bïlɔ ka bïlɔ n soot, smudge 
bïlu ka bïlu n mat 
bïm ka bïm n baboon 
bomb  n wing 
Bongo  n Bongo person 
bongu ka bongu n item of clothing 
bonyo ka bonyo n locust 
boŋ ka boŋ n slave 
booꞌd  v.t throw 
Bor ka Bor n Bor person, human 
bɔkɔ ka bɔkɔ n leaf 
bɔlu ka bɔlu n herb type 
bɔmɔ  n concubine, mistress 
bɔngɔ ka bɔngɔ n bee hive 
bɔy ka bɔy n net 
bubɔkɔ ka bubɔkɔ n green brush, leaves or grass 
buꞌdo ka buꞌdo n gourd 
bugu ka bugu n banana 
bukɔ ka bukɔ n crisis 
bukutu ka bukutu n pot for sauce 
bul ka bul n drum 
bur  n ash 
bur ka bur n hole 
bür ka bür n boil, blister 
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büül  v.t cook, roast 
büüto  v.d lie down, rest 
    
C cC cC cC c       
caa ka caa n cow 
caad  v.t sell 
caam  v.t eat 
caan  v.t organize, put in order 
caay  v.t find, search 
cak  n milk, breast, chest 
cam ka cam n food 
can  n poverty 
carni ka carni n flea, insect type 
ceŋ  n sun, day 
cɛꞌdü ka cɛꞌdü n gazelle type 
cɛlɔ ka cɛlɔ n leg 
cɛrɔ nyi cɛrɔ n star 
cɛt ka cɛt n dung, excrement 
cig ka cig n information 
ciig  v.t lock 
cilɛtɛ ka cilɛtɛ n sppon from shell 
ciŋɔ ka ciŋɔ n hand 
cir  n rainy season 
cirɔ ka cirɔ n needle 
citɔ ka citɔ n widow 
cïndi ka cïndi n leech, sucking insect 
cogo ka cogo n bone 
cogo ka cogo n last born child 
cok  n end of something 
combo ka combo n snail 
cow ka cow n porcupine 
cɔɔnd  v.t call someone 
cumu  n fruit type that is edible 
cuny  n liver 
cuug  v.t collect, arrange, bring together 
cuung  v.t stop something 
cüül  v.t pay 
    
D dD dD dD d       
dak  n mouth 
dakɔ ka mon n woman 
danɔ nyɔkɔ n person 
dicɔ ka co n man 
dob  n palm 
dongbɔ  n trap 
dufara ka dufara n caterpillar 
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dugba ka dugba n water container made from gourd 
dungo ka dungo n basket 
düfo  n compound 
düwor  n night 
    
ꞌꞌꞌꞌD D D D ꞌdꞌdꞌdꞌd       
ꞌdanga    
ꞌdak  n vase, pot 
ꞌdanɔ ka ꞌdanɔ n rainbow 
ꞌdel ka ꞌdel n skin, dried skin 
ꞌdɛl ka ꞌdɛl n goat 
ꞌdog  adj dirty, smelling 
ꞌdogo  n glue, gum 
ꞌdolo ka ꞌdolo n bicycle 
ꞌdɔ ka ꞌdɔ n bridge 
ꞌdɔꞌdɔ ka ꞌdɔꞌdɔ n trap 
ꞌdɔl  n throat 
ꞌdübor ka ꞌdübor n lion 
ꞌdwɔy ka ꞌdwɔy n moon 
ꞌdüüg  v.t return something 
    
E eE eE eE e       
    
ƐƐƐƐ    ɛɛɛɛ       
    
F fF fF fF f       
faci ka faci n home, house 
fala ka fala n knife 
fay  adj useless, foolish 
fayba  adv indeed, truly, very much 
fiid  v.t plant 
fiinj  v.t ask 
finɔ nyi finɔ n wasp 
finy ka finy n ground, floor 
fïï  v.t clean something 
fïïl  v.t lay, put 
fïla  adv quickly 
fodo  n field 
fooꞌd  v.t untie 
foog  v.t divide 
foor  v.t jump 
foŋ ka foŋ n grinding stone 
foonj  v.t try 
fooŋ  v.t fill, make full 
for ka for n hippo 
fɔkɔ ka fɔkɔ n gourd 
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fɔngɔ  n fewellery 
fuga ka fuga n spoon from calabash 
fuka ka fuka n sheath, knife holder 
fukfuk ka fukfuk n lung 
fundo ka fundo n salty place 
fur  n earliness 
fura ka fura n antelope 
fuunj  v.t teach 
    
G gG gG gG g       
gaam  v.t catch (something in air) 
galɔ ka galɔ n granary, grain storage 
ganga ka ganga n ostrich 
gara  n bell 
gɛɛr  v.t build 
gɛlɛ ka gɛlɛ n custom 
gɛlɔ ka gɛlɔ n crab 
gi lɔr waŋ ka gi lɔr waŋ n mirror 
gi nenɔ ka gi nenɔ n glasses, spectacles 
gifi ka gifi n thing 
giir  v.t turn 
gool  v.t scratch, dig 
gow nying gow n large bird type 
gɔt ka gɔt n mountain, hill 
guꞌdu ka guꞌdu n room 
guk ka guk n dog 
gura nyi gura n chain 
    
Gb gbGb gbGb gbGb gb       
gbada ka gbada n bed 
gbangma ka gbangma n canoe, boat 
gbɛl  adj only 
gbodmo ka gbodmo n red pepper 
gbɔkɔ  adj old 
gbudu ka gbudu n puff adder, large snake type 
gbululu ka gbululu n trumpet, instrument type 
    
Gw gwGw gwGw gwGw gw       
gwaar  v.t collect, fetch 
gwaŋ ka gwaŋ n  cat 
gweey  v.t beat 
gwɛnɔ ka gwɛnɔ n chicken 
gwɛɛny  v.t untie, release 
    
I iI iI iI i       
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Ï ïÏ ïÏ ïÏ ï       
    
J jJ jJ jJ j       
jaar  adv right, correct 
jac ka jac n handle of hoe 
jangba  n trap 
jeba  adv never, not at all 
jeeŋ  v.t lean against 
jeg  adj good 
ji cad gifi jo cad gifi n merchant, trader 
ji funj jo funj n teacher 
jobi ka jobi n buffalo 
jɔk, Jɔk ka jɔk n god, God 
jɔkɔ ka jɔkɔ n quiver, bag of arrows 
jɔt ka jɔt n cloud 
jur ka jur n young woman 
    
K kK kK kK k       
ka  part (plural) 
kà ka kà n wound 
kaad  v.i go, pass by 
kaan  v.t hide something 
kaay  v.t bite 
kaꞌdɔ  n salt 
kal nyi kal n groundnut 
kan  con when 
kán  adv here 
kar beꞌdɔ ka kar beꞌdɔ n chair 
kaw ka kaw n belt 
kec  n hunger 
keꞌdo ka keꞌdo n tree type 
keꞌdo  n writing, tattoo, body decoration 
keec  v.i be hungry 
keeꞌd  v.t write, mark something 
keeꞌdo  v.d write, mark 
kem ka kem n thigh, upper leg 
kendo  n cooking stone 
kew  prep between 
key  n kindess, love 
kɛl ka kɛl n fence 
kɛw ka kɛw n boundary, sign, signal 
kic ka kic n ear 
kic  n honey 
kidi ka kidi n rock 
kiid  v.t climb 
kiiy  v.t wake up someone 
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kiki  n fear 
kit ka it n scorpion 
kiti ka kiti n seat, chair 
kïc ka kïc n orphan, orphanhood 
kïc  n belly, stomach 
kïït  v.t do, make 
kodi  n seed 
kon ka kon n asida, porridge 
koow  v cross, go across 
kor  n chest 
koro ka koro n year 
kot ka kot n shield, type of something 
kow  n theft 
kɔ ka kɔ n time 
kɔbɔ  n chain 
kɔf ka kɔf n word 
kɔm ka kɔm n stool, chair for women 
kɔŋɔ ka kɔŋɔ n beer 
kɔrɔ ka kɔrɔ n in-law 
kɔt  n rain 
kɔw nying kɔw n grandfather 
kɔwa  pron our (not your) 
kuc  n right hand 
kudɔ ka kudɔ n thorn 
kuꞌdo ka kuꞌdo n flea, insect type 
kul ka kul n pig, hog 
kulo ka kulo n water collection place 
kum ka kum n wealth, riches 
kundi  n millet 
kur  n side, direction 
kuud  v.t blow something 
kuung  v.t protect 
kuyo  n sand 
    
Kp kpKp kpKp kpKp kp       
kpɛndu ka kpɛndu n anteater 
kpo ka kpo n hoe type 
kpɔ  n life 
kpɔlɔ ka kpɔlɔ n fish type 
kputukputu ka kputukputu n mortercycle 
       
Kw kwKw kwKw kwKw kw       
kwaaï  v.t sew, mend 
kwaany  v.t help 
kwaaŋ  v.t swim 
kwaay  v.t pray, beg 
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kwac ka kwac n begging, prayer 
kwer  n menstruation, blood flowing 
kwɛge  pron their 
kwɛr ka kwɛr n hoe, digging tool 
kwiny ka kwiny n wild animal 
kiwi  v.t make cold, cool 
kwɔt ka kwɔt n house, room 
kwuy ka kwuy n eagle 
    
L lL lL lL l       
laaï  v.t eschange 
lac  n urine, pee 
lagini ka lagini n housefly 
lak nyi lak n teeth 
lakpa  n sweet potato 
lam  n luck, good thing 
lanja  n competition 
leeny  v.t loose something 
leeŋ  v.t hear, listen 
lek dream n ka lek 
ley ka ley n domestic animal 
lɛb  n tongue 
lɛc ka lɛc n elephant 
lɛɛny  v.t melt something 
lɛkɔ  n light 
lɛl ka lɛl n grave, tombstone 
lɛt nying lɛt n finger 
lɛy  n axe 
liiny  v.i wrestle, fight 
liny ka liny n war 
lom  n peace 
loŋo ka loŋo n song 
loor  v.i be afraid 
loro ka loro n anthill 
lot ka lot n stirring stick 
lɔɔg  v.t wash something 
lɔŋɔ  n testicle 
lɔɔr  v.t look 
lum ka lum n grass (general) 
    
M mM mM mM m       
maad  v.t drink 
maaꞌd  v.t add, increase 
maag  v.t catch (something on ground) 
mac  n fire 
man  dem this, these 
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man  con that, who, which 
maijɔk  n leprosy 
mare ka mare n joke 
marɛrɛ ka marɛrɛ n ear or lip plug 
meꞌdo  n dance (any type) 
mige  pron their (temporary) 
mirni ka mirni n  charcoal 
miwu  pron your (pl)(temporary) 
miyo ka miyo n sese fly that causes blindness 
mïïc  v.t give 
mïk  n belonging, humility 
mook  v. i be thin 
moon  v.t deny, block 
mooŋ  v.t whisper 
mɔɔ  n oil 
mɔɔd  v.t greet 
mudo ka mudo n darkness 
mumbata ka mumbata n bread 
mungbal ka mungbal n lightning, thunder 
munja ka munja n local box-string instrument like lyre, harp, guitar 
mur  n vagina 
muun  v.t accuse, report against, betray 
muuny  v.t swallow 
müür  v.i be proud 
    
Mb mbMb mbMb mbMb mb       
mbaga ka mbaga n storage container, basket type 
mbalmbutu  n brain 
mbu ka mbu n suffering 
mburmbur ka mburmbur n butterfly 
mbuur  v.t warm up something 
    
N nN nN nN n       
ná  con if 
na  pron me 
nà  part be, is 
naam  v.i disappear 
naaŋ  v.t lick 
nam ka nam n river 
nati nyitin n child, baby 
neeg  v.t kill 
neenɔ  v.d see 
ni  pron your (sg) 
ni  part be, is, of, you (sg) 
nibla  n slingshot 
nin ka nin n day 
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nɔk  n meekness, youngness, smallness 
nut  part is present, exists 
nüüꞌd  v.t tell, show 
    
Nd ndNd ndNd ndNd nd       
ndingili  adj round 
ndola  adv raised 
ndɔt ka ndɔt n door 
ndukpu  adv short 
ndulɛ ka ndulɛ n yam, root type 
    
Ng ngNg ngNg ngNg ng       
ngabu ka ngabu n jaw 
ngɛ  adv far 
ngɛꞌdɛrɛ ka ngɛꞌdɛrɛ n dragonfly 
ngu  adj new 
    
Ngb ngbNgb ngbNgb ngbNgb ngb       
ngbom  n okra, vegetable type 
ngbanga  n  court case, court hearing 
ngbi  adv forever 
ngbilili  adv silently 
    
Nj njNj njNj njNj nj       
nja  adj tall, high 
njar  adj straight 
njɛngɛrɛ ka njɛngɛrɛ n twig, stick, branch 
njitɛ  quan little, few 
njuku  adj ready 
    
Ny nyNy nyNy nyNy ny       
nyaan  v.t plaster, glue, pin, crush 
nyaar  v.t cut 
nyakɔ ka nyir n girl 
nyaŋ ka nyaŋ n crocodile 
nyar cul nyar ka cul n circumcision 
nyayɔ  n hapiness 
nyel ka nyel n hammer 
nyɛrɛ  n authority 
nying ka nying n name 
nyɔɔŋ  v.t squeeze, force through a hole 
nyɔɔw  v.t buy 
nyɔrɔ  n dirt, filth 
nyukwaŋ ka nyukwaŋ n broth, meat 
nyum  n simsim, seseme 
nyum  n marriage 
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Ŋ ŋŊ ŋŊ ŋŊ ŋ       
ŋaaꞌd  v.t operate, cut off (cancer) 
ŋaaꞌd  v.t dress, put on clothes 
ŋaaï  v.t dodge, divert, twist 
ŋec  n back 
ŋeꞌdi ka ŋeꞌdi n python, snake type 
ŋɛɛl  v.t roll up something 
ŋirni ka ŋirni n small ant type 
ŋor nying ŋor n bean 
ŋɔɔꞌd  v.t cut, chop 
ŋu ka ŋu n leopard 
ŋunyo ka ŋunyo n iron, money 
ŋut  n neck 
    
Ŋw ŋwŊw ŋwŊw ŋwŊw ŋw       
ŋwɛn ka ŋwɛn n termite 
ŋwɛc  n run, race 
ŋwɛɛc  v.i run 
ŋwɛɛny  v.t pinch 
    
O oO oO oO o       
    
ƆƆƆƆ    ɔɔɔɔ       
    
R rR rR rR r       
raanj  v.t spoil something, waste 
rac  n ugliness 
raw  n millet 
rem ka rem n pain 
reyo ka reyo n fish 
rɛc  n badness 
rɛɛm  v.t chase, run after 
ri  prep at, in 
ri  pron you (sg) 
riŋo ka riŋo n meat 
rit ka rit n tree type 
roꞌda ka roꞌda n gazelle type 
rɔf ka rɔf n court, conference 
rɔk ka rɔk n body, self 
rɔmɔ  n blood 
rɔmbɔ ka rɔmbɔ n ram, male sheep 
rɔɔd  v.t build, work 
rɔɔm    
rɔɔmɔ  n ability 
rɔɔny  v.t dress, wear 
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Runga ka Runga n Zande person 
rut  n twins 
    
T tT tT tT t       
taba     n tobacco 
tabi  n yeast 
teed  v.t control, make something go well 
teen  v.t support 
ten ka ten n pot stand, table for pots 
teng ka teng n rim, edge, border 
ter ka ter n load, burden 
tɛngɔ  n sugar cane 
tic ka tic n work, job 
tiiŋ  v.t carry 
tinɔ ka tinɔ n evening 
tinyi  n ointment 
to ka to n fox 
tofo ka tofo n shadow 
tok  n back of head 
tol ka tol n snake (general) 
tood  v.t forge, do iron work 
toor  v.t throw 
tor fala tor ka fala n throwing knife 
tot ka tot n lie, word not true 
tɔ ka tɔ n death, disease, sickness 
tɔl  n rope 
tɔŋ ka tɔŋ n spear 
tɔɔ  v.i die, be sick 
tɔɔw  v.i become dry 
tufɔ ka tufɔ n spirit, ghost 
tum  n hunt 
tumo  n end of something 
tuŋ ka tuŋ n chisel, carving tool 
tuŋ  n horn (of animal) 
tur ka tur n raised ground around house 
tuuꞌd  v.t tie 
tuuny  v.t light, ignite 
tuuy  v.t tie 
tüüm  v.t join, bring together 
tüür  v.t break something 
    
ꞌꞌꞌꞌT T T T ꞌtꞌtꞌtꞌt       
ꞌtɔɔt  v.t slash, cut straight through at once 
ꞌtula ka ꞌtula n owl, bird type 
    
U uU uU uU u       
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Ü üÜ üÜ üÜ ü       
übit ka übit n hook 
ücir nying ücir n tortoise 
üꞌdügwec nying üꞌdügwec n lizard type 
üfot nying üfot n herb type 
üganyɔ nying üganyɔ n monitor lizard 
ügwol ka ügwol n anteater 
ükenga nying ükenga n cock 
ükal nying ükal n dung bettle, bug type 
ükïc u ka kïc n bell, stomach (outside) 
ükɔdɔ nying ükɔdɔ n hedgehog 
ükɔndɔ  n pumpkin 
ükwer  n gourd type 
ükwɔt ka ükwɔt n roof 
ülik nying ülik n bat 
üliny nying üliny n warrior 
ümɔr nying ümɔr n antelope 
ümbɔlu  n mushroom 
ümbur nying ümbur n blade 
ümgbaŋ  n calf, lower leg 
ündɛk ka ündɛk n door 
ündulo  n thing of rubber (football, tire) 
üngwal nying üngwal n frog 
ünjingi nying ünjingi n marabou stork 
üraf nying üraf n bird type (like bat) 
ürüꞌdi nying ürüꞌdi n wild dog, jackal 
ütem nying ütem n spider, trick 
ütɛl nying ütɛl n fish type 
üton nying üton n hyena 
ütum nying ütum n gun 
ütuŋo nying ütuŋo n grasshopper 
üyo nying üyo n mouse 
    
W wW wW wW w       
waay  v.t speak 
wal ka wal n calabash 
waŋ  n face, eyes 
wara ka wara n shoe 
wàrà  n cotton, thread 
wat ka wat n relative 
waya nyi waya n fatherꞌs sister, aunt 
wic  n head 
wiij  v.t want, desire, need 
wiin  v.t circle, surround 
wiiy  v.t allow, leave 



- 52 - 

winy ka winy n bird (general) 
wïr ka wïr n giraffe 
woꞌd nyi woꞌd n son 
won nyi won n his/her father 
woond  v.t deceive, trick, cheat 
wɔf ka wɔf n handsomeness (of man) 
wɔlɔ  n cough 
wɔŋ nyi wɔŋ n grandmother, fatherꞌs mother 
wɔɔd  v.t pull 
wuro nyi wuro n father 
    
Y yY yY yY y       
yat ka yat n tree 
yeeŋ  v.t shake something 
yege ka yege n another 
yen ka yen n firewood 
yey ka yey n canoe, boat 
yɛɛ ka yɛɛ n behaviour 
yic ka yic n broom, sweeper 
yid ka yid n voice 
yiiꞌd  v.t find, meet 
yiin  v.t know 
yiinj  v.t search 
yil ka yil n aluminum 
yil ka yil n animal like skunk 
yirwa  adj strange, strong 
yit  n shoulder ? 
yoo ka yoo n road, way 
yuc  n hair 
yɔmɔ  n wind 
yɔmb  adj powerful 
yɔɔb  v.t open 
yub  n tail 
yugi ka yugi n louse, lice 
yuud  v.t pull 
 
 

GlossaryGlossaryGlossaryGlossary    
    

WordWordWordWord    ExampleExampleExampleExample    DefinitionDefinitionDefinitionDefinition    
syllable ci   lci   lci   lci   lɛɛɛɛ            ttttɛɛɛɛ                    in  

cilcilcilcilɛɛɛɛttttɛɛɛɛ    ‘spoon from shell’ 
The parts of a word that can be divided 
according to beats. 

consonant ꞌꞌꞌꞌd    b    rd    b    rd    b    rd    b    r                        in 
ꞌꞌꞌꞌdübordübordübordübor ‘lion’ 

Letter sounds that begin or end syllables; a 
consonant cannot be a syllable by itself. 

vowel ü    oü    oü    oü    o                            in 
ꞌꞌꞌꞌdübordübordübordübor ‘lion’ 

Letter sounds in the middle and sometimes 
end of a syllable; a vowel can be a syllable 
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by itself. 
tone the difference in sound 

between  
wara wara wara wara ‘shoe’ and  
wàrà wàrà wàrà wàrà ‘cotton’ 

How high or low the sound of the syllable 
is, or how the sound rises or falls. 

noun lɛc ‘elephant’ in  

LLLLɛɛɛɛcccc aleek yï nindo wɛ, 
‘ElephantElephantElephantElephant dreamed in 
his sleep,’ 

A noun can be a person, animal, place, 

thing, or idea.    

verb aleekaleekaleekaleek ‘dreamed’ in 
Lɛc aleek yï nindonindonindonindo wɛ, 
‘Elephant dreameddreameddreameddreamed in 
his sleep,’ 

A verb describes an action, motion, state, 
change, or can be used as an equal sign 
between words. 

    
    

Answers to ExercisesAnswers to ExercisesAnswers to ExercisesAnswers to Exercises    
 
Answers to the exercises of this book are given below.   
 
Exercise 1 
 
a amuga j jobi ny nyaŋ 
b bul k kit ŋ ŋu 
c cɛlɔ kp kpɛndu ŋw ŋwɛn 
d dungo kw kwɛr o combo 
ꞌd ꞌdübor l lɛc ɔ jɔt 
e ceŋ m mac r reyo 
ɛ lɛt mb mburmbur t to 
f for n nati ꞌt ꞌtula 
g guk nd ndɔt u tuŋ 
gb gbada ng ngabu ü übit 
gw gwaŋ ngb ngbom w wara 
i winy nj njɛngɛrɛ y yey 
ï wïr     
 
Exercise 2 
 
number of syllables divided into syllables  
_2_ anyer a nyer _____ reed rat 
3 afɔyɔ a fɔ yɔ hare, rabbit 
2 kendo ke ndo  cooking stones 
1 caa caa   cow 
2 nyɔrɔ nyɔ rɔ  dirt, filth 
3 dufara du fa ra caterpillar 
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2 kpɛndu kpɛ ndu  anteater 
2 nyukwaŋ nyu kwaŋ  broth, meat 
3 ündulo ü ndu lo thing of rubber 
1 lum lum   grass 
2 bongu bo ngu  item of clothing 
3 ngɛꞌdɛrɛ ngɛ ꞌdɛ rɛ dragonfly 
3 ürüꞌdi ü rü ꞌdi wild dog, jackal 
2 dongbɔ do ngbɔ  trap 
2 cirɔ ci rɔ  needle 
3 akaca a ka ca donkey 
2 mburmbur mbur mbur  butterfly 
1 kwac kwac   prayer 
3 awendɔ a we ndɔ guinea fowl 
2 üngwal ü ngwal  frog 
2 ümgbaŋ ü mgbaŋ  calf, lower leg 
3 bubɔkɔ bu bɔ kɔ green brush, leaves 
1 lɛb lɛb   tongue 
2 kɔrɔ kɔ rɔ  in-law 
 
Exercise 3 
Consonants have been underlined instead of circled. 
 
  m  u  ngb  a  l    lightning, thunder 

b   i  nj   a dance type 

ŋw   ɛ   n termite 

c   o   mb   o snail 

ng   ɛ   ꞌd   ɛ   r   ɛ dragonfly 

kp   ɛ   nd   u anteater 

ꞌt   u   l   a owl 

kw   ɛ   r hoe 

gb   a   d   a bed 

ny   a   ŋ crocodile 

f   ɔ   k   ɔ gourd 

gw   e   e   y beat 

j   e   g good 

w   a   t relative 
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Exercise 4 
 
Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 
ddddaar defeat ꞌꞌꞌꞌddddaar ꞌꞌꞌꞌddddɔɔngɔ grow ꞌꞌꞌꞌddddɔɔngɔ 

ꞌꞌꞌꞌddddiki black ꞌꞌꞌꞌddddiki ddddog dirty, smelling ꞌꞌꞌꞌddddog 
ꞌꞌꞌꞌddddunda many ddddunda ꞌꞌꞌꞌddddɔŋ old, big ꞌꞌꞌꞌddddɔŋ 
ddddoom begin, start ddddoom dddduuf stir, mix food dddduuf 
ꞌꞌꞌꞌddddabɔ have leprosy ddddabɔ ꞌꞌꞌꞌddddɔɔl roll up ddddɔɔl 
ꞌꞌꞌꞌddddüüg return something ꞌꞌꞌꞌddddüüg dddduun add ꞌꞌꞌꞌdddduun 
koꞌꞌꞌꞌddddi seed koddddi addddi true addddi 
kiddddi rock kiddddi ŋeꞌꞌꞌꞌddddi snake type ŋeꞌꞌꞌꞌddddi 
ürüddddi wild dog, jackal ürüꞌꞌꞌꞌddddi ükɔꞌꞌꞌꞌddddɔ hedgehog ükɔddddɔ 
kiidddd climb kiidddd rɔɔdddd build rɔɔdddd 
bɛɛdddd shake something bɛɛꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd ŋoodddd chop ŋooꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd 
yuuꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd pull yuudddd nüüꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd tell, show nüüꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd 
kennnnꞌdꞌdꞌdꞌdo cooking stone kennnnꞌdꞌdꞌdꞌdo ünnnnꞌdꞌdꞌdꞌdɛk door ünnnnꞌdꞌdꞌdꞌdɛk 
cïndndndndi leech, insect type cïnnnnꞌdꞌdꞌdꞌdi ükɔnnnnꞌdꞌdꞌdꞌdɔ pumpkin ükɔnnnnꞌdꞌdꞌdꞌdɔ 

 
Exercise 5 
    
Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 
ngngngngaaꞌd dress, put on ŋaaꞌd ŋŋŋŋaac disobey ŋŋŋŋaac 
ŋŋŋŋaab hang, put up ŋŋŋŋaab ŋŋŋŋaamo yawn ŋŋŋŋaamo 
ŋŋŋŋuuro grieve, cry ŋŋŋŋuuro ŋŋŋŋaaï dodge, twist ŋŋŋŋaaï 
ngngngngɛ far ngngngngɛ ngngngngabu jaw ngngngngabu 
ŋŋŋŋuuc smell, sniff ŋŋŋŋuuc ŋŋŋŋood chop ŋŋŋŋood 
ŋŋŋŋɔɔk vomit ŋŋŋŋɔɔk ŋŋŋŋɔɔꞌd cut ŋŋŋŋɔɔꞌd 
leeŋŋŋŋo be quiet leeŋŋŋŋo teeŋŋŋŋo go, leave teeŋŋŋŋo 
ꞌdɔɔngngngngɔ grow ꞌdɔɔngngngngɔ yeeŋŋŋŋo be satisfied yeeŋŋŋŋo 
cuungngngngo stand cuungngngngo ndingngngngili round ndingngngngili 
rangngngng rangngngng transparently rangngngng rangngngng cuungngngng light, ignite cuungngngng 
baŋŋŋŋ remaining baŋŋŋŋ kuungngngng protect kuungngngng 
miŋŋŋŋ dumb, enduring miŋŋŋŋ kaŋŋŋŋ there kaŋŋŋŋ 
 
Exercise 6 

    

Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 

ndndndndam river nnnnam nnnnibla slingshot nnnnibla 

ddddulɛ root type ndndndndulɛ nnnnddddak mouth ddddak 

muddddo darkness muddddo keddddo cooking stone kendndndndo 

fonnnndodododo field foddddo kundndndndi millet kundndndndi 

wɔɔnnnndddd pull wɔɔdddd rɔɔnnnndddd build rɔɔdddd 
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yuudddd pull yuudddd cɔɔdddd call someone cɔɔndndndnd 

 

Exercise 7 

    

Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 

bbbbɛ simple mbmbmbmbɛ mbmbmbmba short time mbmbmbmba 

mmmmbbbbinja dance type bbbbinja bbbbur warm mbmbmbmbur 

ümmmmbbbbɔr antelope ümmmmɔr cobbbbo snail combmbmbmbo 

ambmbmbmburo monkey abbbburo ümbmbmbmbur blade ümbmbmbmbur 

cammmm food cammmm lommmm peace lommmm 

jab jabbbb moderately jab jabbbb yɔɔmbmbmbmb open yɔɔbbbb 

 

Exercise 8 

    
Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 

NjNjNjNjɔk God JJJJɔk jjjjar straight njnjnjnjar 

nynynynyel hammer nynynynyel nnnnjjjjɔkɔ bag, quiver jjjjɔkɔ 

rejjjjo spoiled renjnjnjnjo tinjnjnjnji ointment tinynynynyi 

kinynynynyɔrɔ slowly kinynynynyɔrɔ ŋunynynynyo iron ŋunynynynyo 

gwɛɛnynynyny untie gwɛɛnynynyny fuujjjj teach fuunjnjnjnj 

raanynynyny spoil something raanjnjnjnj winnnnjjjj bird winynynyny 

 

Exercise 9 

    
Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 

ngbngbngbngbudu snake type gbgbgbgbudu ngbngbngbngbɔcɔ joining of rivers ngbngbngbngbɔcɔ 

ngbngbngbngbunyo iron ŋŋŋŋunyo ngbngbngbngbɔkɔ old gbgbgbgbɔkɔ 

lɔngbngbngbngbɔ testicle lɔŋŋŋŋɔ dogbgbgbgbɔ trap dongbngbngbngbɔ 

kɔŋŋŋŋɔ beer kɔŋŋŋŋɔ dugbgbgbgba water container dugbgbgbgba 

 

Exercise 10 

    
Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 

kwkwkwkwor chest kor kkkkwwwwudɔ thorn kkkkudɔ 
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kkkkaw belt kkkkaw kwkwkwkwac prayer kwkwkwkwac 

ggggaar collect gwgwgwgwaar ggggwwwwuk dog gggguk 

ggggwwwwow bird type ggggow gggguꞌdu room gggguꞌdu 

ŋŋŋŋwwwwuuc smell, sniff ŋŋŋŋuuc ŋŋŋŋɔɔk  vomit ŋŋŋŋɔɔk 

ŋŋŋŋaac disobey ŋŋŋŋaac ŋŋŋŋɛɛny pinch ŋwŋwŋwŋwɛɛny 

ükkkkɔdɔ hedgehog ükkkkɔdɔ akkkkwwwwaca donkey akkkkaca 

ükwkwkwkwɔt root ükwkwkwkwɔt lɛkkkkɔ light lɛkkkkɔ 

yuggggi louse, lice yuggggi üꞌdügwgwgwgwec lizard type üꞌdügwgwgwgwec 

aggggwwwwak bird type aggggak adiggggwwwwen picking hook adiggggen 

aŋŋŋŋɛn four aŋwŋwŋwŋwɛn riŋŋŋŋwwwwo meat riŋŋŋŋo 

lɔŋŋŋŋɔ testicle lɔŋŋŋŋɔ teeŋŋŋŋo go, leave teeŋŋŋŋo 

 

Exercise 11 

    

  Test Word   Write correctly 

ꞌdɛl goat leeeel grave, tombstone ꞌdel skin lɛɛɛɛl 

ꞌdɛl goat nyeeeel hammer ꞌdel skin nyeeeel 

ꞌdɛl goat ŋɛɛɛɛc back ꞌdel skin ŋeeeec 

ꞌdɛl goat lɛɛɛɛc elephant ꞌdel skin lɛɛɛɛc 

rɔk body, self tooooŋ spear tok back of head tɔɔɔɔŋ 

rɔk body, self fooooŋ grinding stone tok back of head fooooŋ 

rɔk body, self gɔɔɔɔt hill, mountain tok back of head gɔɔɔɔt 

rɔk body, self kɔɔɔɔn asida, porridge tok back of head koooon 

finy ground, floor wïïïïr giraffe bïm baboon wïïïïr 

finy ground, floor cïïïïr rainy season bïm baboon ciiiir 

finy ground, floor kiiiic orphan bïm baboon kïïïïc 

finy ground, floor kickickickic ear bïm baboon kiiiic 

tur raised ground nyuuuum simsim, seseme bür blister, boil nyuuuum 

tur raised ground güüüük dog bür blister, boil guuuuk 

tur raised ground yüüüüb tail bür blister, boil yuuuub 

tur raised ground juuuur young woman bür blister, boil juuuur 

 

Exercise 12 

 

Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 
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ꞌdoooolɔɔɔɔ bicycle ꞌdolo ciiiiroooo needle ciiiirɔɔɔɔ 

buuuukɔɔɔɔ crisis buuuukɔɔɔɔ coooogɔɔɔɔ bone coooogoooo 

fiiiinoooo wasp fiiiinɔɔɔɔ kaaaaꞌdɔɔɔɔ salt kaaaaꞌdɔɔɔɔ 

füüüükaaaa knife holder fuuuukaaaa kuuuurɔɔɔɔ tomorrow kuuuuroooo 

tɔɔɔɔfɔɔɔɔ spirit tuuuufɔɔɔɔ geeeelɔɔɔɔ crab gɛɛɛɛlɔɔɔɔ 

daaaakɔɔɔɔ woman daaaakɔɔɔɔ yïïïïmaaaa already yiiiimaaaa 

duuuuwoooor night düüüüwoooor yooookɔɔɔɔ outside yooookɔɔɔɔ 

nyoooorɔɔɔɔ dirt, filth nyɔɔɔɔrɔɔɔɔ aaaacɛɛɛɛk bird type aaaaceeeek 

gweeeenoooo chicken gwɛɛɛɛnɔɔɔɔ aaaakuuuur bird type aaaakuuuur 

gbaaaadoooo bed gbaaaadaaaa uuuutoooon hyena üüüütoooon 

 

Exercise 13 

 

Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 

lɛiiii axe lɛyyyy nyɔɔuuuu buy nyɔɔwwww 

kowwww theft kowwww kiieeee wake up someone kiiyyyy 

kaayyyy bite kaayyyy keuuuu between kewwww 

yeyyyy canoe, boat yeyyyy beeeee    salt beyyyy 

gweeiiii    beat gweeyyyy kwaaiiii sew, mend kwaaïïïï 

 

Exercise 14 

    
Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 

wààààràààà shoe waaaaraaaa náááá me naaaa 

kàààà (plural) kaaaa kaaaa wound kàààà 

naaaa be, is nàààà náááá if náááá 

kaaaan when kaaaan kaaaan here káááán 

    
Exercise 15 

    

Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 

ji kwaaaaaaaac beggar ji kwaaaac ji gweeeeeeeey bul drummer ji gweeeey bul 

tɔɔɔɔw become dry tɔɔɔɔɔɔɔɔw keeeeeeeec be hungry keeeeeeeec 

yaaaak tɔ mourning yaaaak tɔ kwɛɛɛɛɛɛɛɛr dakɔ divorce kwɛɛɛɛr dakɔ 
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ji nyɔɔɔɔɔɔɔɔl na my parent ji nyɔɔɔɔl na kar fuuuunji school kar fuuuunji 

müüüüüüüür be proud müüüüüüüür tɔɔɔɔ die tɔɔɔɔɔɔɔɔ 

ji nüüüüꞌd kɔf teacher ji nüüüüꞌd kɔf ji maaaaaaaag reyo fisherman ji maaaag reyo 

    

Exercise 16 

 

Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 

kaaaan here káááán kaaaa (plural) kaaaa 

yeyyyy canoe, boat yeyyyy kaaaa wound kàààà 

naaaa if náááá maaaan that, who maaaan 

naaaa be, is nàààà maaaan this, these maaaan 

ji liiiiiiiiny soldier ji liiiiny kwaaïïïï pray, beg kwaayyyy 

kooüüüü go across koowwww gowwww bird type gowwww 

wààààràààà cotton wààààràààà ji maaaag reyo fisherman ji maaaag reyo 

bɔyyyy net bɔyyyy ŋaaïïïï dodge, twist ŋaaïïïï 

ji maaaaaaaad kɔŋɔ drunkard ji maaaad kɔŋɔ kauuuu belt kawwww 

 

 


