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Introduction

All 'Béli speakers understand each other when speaking together. But for some words,
it is difficult to understand the meaning in writing. Words like bi 'hair' and bii 'place’
sound the same except for tone. Tone is how High or Low the sound of the word is, or
how the sound rises or falls. The word bi 'hair' has Low tone and the word bii 'place’
has rising tone. It is easy to know which word is used when someone is speaking,
because bi 'hair' and bii 'place' sound different.

But what about in writing? If both words were written bi, would readers always know
the correct meaning? How would readers know when bi means 'hair' and when bi
means 'place'? To help readers, we have decided to write these words differently.
When the tone rises or falls, we use two letters (a long vowel) as in bii 'place'. When
the tone does not rise or fall, we use one letter (a short vowel) as in bi 'hair'.

There are many other 'BEli words that are the same except for tone. We have found
ways to write these words differently also. This book shows how to write the words
differently so that readers can more easily know the correct meaning. We will learn
five spelling rules that help reading and writing, as well as all the sounds that join
together to make words, and the various types of words such nouns, verbs, pronouns,
preposition, and connectors. This book is for all 'BEli readers. It is especially important
for those writing books and translating Scripture to understand the lessons of this book.

Each of the 'BEli words in this book are listed in the Alphabet Word List at the end of
the book. If you need to check the correct spelling of a word or its tone, you can look
for the word at the end of this book. The words are taken from '"Bé&li stories. These
stories are also at the end of this book. Most examples sentences in this book come
from these stories.

There are English words in this book that may be new to you. Each new word is
underlined and explained when it is first used. If you later see the word and forget what
it means, you can also find it explained in the glossary at the back of the book. If you
need help making the 'Béli alphabet letters on the computer (keystrokes), there is
explanation at the back of the book.

This book can be taught to participants in a workshop. A person can also use this book
to teach himself/herself without a workshop or instructor. You should read each lesson
and then immediately do the exercise following the lesson. The exercise will help you
test your understanding of the lesson. The answers to the exercises are in the back of
the book. After completing an exercise, immediately check your answers to see how
well you have understood. For each of your incorrect answers, try to understand the
correct answer. Ask other 'Béli if you need help.
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'BEli Alphabet

The first step in learning to read and write 'BEli is learning the alphabet. The 'Béli
language has 38 letters, as shown in the following list of words.

'Béli Alphabet

Aa akora chicken
Aid ménya antelope
Bb binya goat
B'b "boti monkey
Cc camanja comb
Dd do head
'D'd 'du food
Ee hegbe rat

Eé& cere star

Gg gona axe

Gb gb gbanda cassava
Hh ha cow

Ii ki'di elephant
Ii ki'di spoon
Jj ji hand
'Y jolo redbud gazelle
Kk kiliru girafte
Kp kp kpa mouth
L1 1i'bo beehive
Mm moro lion

Mb mb mbaga basket
Nn noko uncle
Nd nd ndi pot
Ngng ngihi tish

Nj nj njolo frog

Ny ny nyipo'do frog

Dy pihi moon
b nb pbala arm

IJm gm pma termite
Oo komo hare
06 kogbo canoe
Do ko eye

Pp pa'do fire

Rr ru house, hut
Tt timara crocodile
Uu hu'bu oil

Ww wari shoe
Yy yii snake



The 'Béli Word list at the end of this book has the same order as the list above.
Exercise 1

Write each of the words in the list above next to the letters below. Say each word as
you write them. Listen to the sound each letter makes.

a 1 1
a j nb
b 'j nm
b k 0
c kp 0
d 1 5
'd m p
e mb r
€ n t
g nd u
gb ng W
h nj y
i ny

Syllables

Now we learn how 'Béli letters are joined together in words. Words can be divided into
syllables, or beats. Each of the words below have three syllables. They can be divided
into three separate beats as shown.



Three-syllable words

koloro ko lo ro neck
camanja ca ma nja comb
jéteéyi jé té yi hyena
akaca a ka ca donkey

Each of the words below have two syllables. They can be divided into two separate

beats as shown.

dala
gomo
ndoma
njolo
hegbe
lendo

Two-syllable words

da Ia stone
g0 mo man
ndo ma grass
njo Io frog
he gbe rat

le ndo brother

Each of the words below have one syllable. They cannot be divided into more than one

beat.
ji
ha
gu
gbo
kpa
Exercise 2

One-syllable words

hand
cow
arrow
féence
mouth

Say each word below and listen to the number of beats in each word. Write the number
of syllables (1, 2, or 3) in the blank __ to the left of each word. Then divide the word

into syllables in the blanks to the right of each word. Write one syllable on each blank.
Do not fill more blanks than the number of syllables. The first one has been done as an

example.

number of syllables

divided into syllables
kagba ka oba
kiliru
gbe
gona
kuru'bu

leopard
girafte
child
axe

dove



o wari shoe

_ binya goat

. mba breast

_ laweya short sorghum
_ ndori night

_ akora chicken

_ konjo drum

L hu'bu oil

Consonants and Vowels

Some letters are consonants and some letters are vowels. In the word méné 'woman',
the letters m and 1) are consonants and & and 0 are vowels.

Consonants usually begin syllables. Vowels end syllables. In the syllable mi, the
consonant m begins the syllable, and the vowel & ends the syllable. In the syllable o,

the consonant 6 begins the syllable, the vowel 6 ends the syllable.

In a few words such as akaca 'donkey’, the first vowel a is a syllable by itself. The
vowel a can be a syllable by itself, but consonants cannot be syllables by themselves.

The following 28 letters are 'Béli consonants:

'BEl1 consonants

b h mb nb
b j n nm
c 'j nd p

d k ng r

'd kp nj t

g 1 ny w
gb m 0 y

The following 10 letters are 'BEli vowels:

'BélT vowels
a e i o) 0
a é 1 0 u

In this lesson, we learn about 'Béli consonants. In a later lesson, we learn about 'Béli
vowels.



The list below has 'Béli words with each of the consonants. Two words have the
consonant at the beginning of the word, and two words have the consonant in the
middle of the word.

Bb

'B'b

Dd

D'd

Gb gb

Hh

!JlJ

Kk

Kp kp

L1

Word beginning
binya goat
bongo cloth
biru bat
bori bush
camanja comb
céjé honey
dala stone
dori year
'domonyo  food
'du food
girima eagle
gomo man
gbanda cassava
gbo fence
hinya gun
hoyi man
jéteyi hyena
jo milet
Yja wife
Yjolo gazelle
kabi rope
kiliya stick
kpa mouth
kpaki stretcher
lendo brother
lémi sister

Word middle

kabi
tarabéca

hu'bu
1i"bo
maca
woCo
kada
kilikidi
ho'do
ki'di
'bogo
megi
hegbe
kagba

ngihi
mboho
céjé
majangili
ku'ju
ko'ja
'boko

laki

nyokpo
nbekpe

bila
holo

rope
table
oil
beehive

rhino
wolf’

day
tree fruit

husband
elephant

thief
work

rat
leopard

fish
bitter yam

honey
bird type

water well
when, as (con)

bush rat
hunt

tree type
heart

horn
tree type



Nd nd

Ngng

Nj nj

Ny ny

Dy

b b

)m ym

Tt

Ww

Yy

maku
moro

mbaga
mbili

noko
nengo

ndoo
ndoma
ngeri
ngolo
nja
njolo

nyaka
nyoro

pere
no

pbala
pbanda

pma
nmii
pa'do
poli

reme
ronga

timara
togbe

wara
WOCI

yangali
yiti

owl
lion

basket
ear

uncle
is finished

tongue
grass

tree
hill

Junction
frog

field
poison

chief
daughter

arm
whip

termites
be sweet

fire
cloud

squirrel
forest

crocodile
gourd

coftton
wolf

potatoe
young man

£omo
lémi

kombili
mombu

'boni
lano

gbanda
lendo

bongo
kanga

konjo
camanja

binya
hinyé

gona
1ot

kiligba
kongbo

monmango
bogmii

nyipo'do
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man
sister

fingernail
dead body

owner
uncle

cassava
brother

clothe
ostrich

drum
comb

goat
scorpion

axe
law

bone
canoe

fighting
healthy

frog
sending

star
spear

child
nut tree

sorghum
woman

bean

guinea worm



Exercise 3

In each word below, circle each consonant. The first one has been done as an example.

@i @ i@a stick

gbeti child
jolo dress
k o kp a broom
mogo thief
dori year
céjé honey
yangali sweet potatoe
binya goat
mb ay a wing
nd o ma grass
hinya gun
njolo frog

Consonants /1/ and /ng/, /gb/ and /mb/

Some consonants sound similar. Sometimes it is difficult to hear the difference between
pihi 'moon' and ngihi 'fish'. When we listen carefully, we hear the sound of /1/ in pihi
'moon' is different than the sound of /ng/ in ngihi 'fish'. Say each of the words below.
Listen carefully for the difference in sound between /1/ and /ng/.

DNy Ngng
pihi moon ngihi tish
1o girl ngo body
nitt cat ngii at once
pere chief ngeri tree
na praise (v) nga reject (v)
nani start (v) ngali put arm around (v)
) appreciates (v) ngolo hill
kapi parable kangi spur of cock
manga grave panga animal

Sometimes it is difficult to hear the difference between gbanda 'cassava' and gbanda
'whip'. When we listen carefully, we hear the sound of /gb/ in gbanda 'cassava' is
different than the sound of /gb/ in gbanda 'whip'. Say each of the words below. Listen
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carefully for the difference in sound between /gb/ and /gb/.

Gb gb
gbanda cassava pbanda
gba'da chair pbala
gbagba stick instrument | pbaki
gbeti child pbekpe
gbeji finger pbépi
gbaa pay (v) nba
kagba leopard magba
hogbi neck konbo
Exercise 4

Db nb

whip

arm

shoulder

heart

many

then, also (con)
adultery

canoe

Carefully read and say the test words between the lines below. The bold consonant in
the middle of each test word may or may not be written correctly. Test the sound of the
bold consonant by comparing it with the consonant sound in the words on the left and
right. If the sound for the bold consonant is as in the word on the left, write the word
correctly with that consonant. If the sound for the bold consonant is as in the word on
the right, write the word correctly with that consonant. The first one has been done as

an example.

pihi moon
pihi moon
pihi moon
nihi moon
pihi moon
nihi moon
pihi moon
kani parable
kani parable
gbanda cassava
gbanda cassava
gbanda cassava
gbanda cassava
gbanda cassava
kagba  /eopard
kagba  /leopard

Test Word
1o body
ngeri  free
noli whistling
ngete  near (adv)
gulu deep place
pi'du  blind person
ngaa take, marry (v)
mangd  woman
kana ostrich
gbo fence
gbani  many
npboko  molar tooth
pbi guest
gbulu  alive
kiligba bone
togbe  gourd

ngihi
ngihi
ngihi
ngihi
ngihi
ngihi
ngihi
kangi
kangi
npbanda
pbanda
npbanda
pbanda
npbanda
manba

marnba
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fish
fish

fish
fish
fish
fish
fish
spur
spur
whip
whip
whip
whip
whip

adultery
adultery

Write correctly
ngo




Heavy and Light Vowels

The words he 'break' and h¢ 'return, open' have different vowel sounds. In he 'break’,

the vowel is light. In h€ 'return, open', the vowel is heavy.

There are 10 vowels in 'Béli, as shown in the list below. Most heavy vowels are
marked with dots above the vowel. /w/ is the only heavy vowel without dots.

Vowels
Heavy

Light
Ee
Ii
Jo
Oo
Aa

I1
06
Uu
A i

The following words have the vowel /e/ or /&/. Say each of these words. Listen for the
difference in sound between these vowels.

hegbe
nere
reme
he

'be

te

ke
'dee
lee
'de'de

Ee

rat

chief

squirrel

break (v)

follow, move (v)
slaughter, cut (v)
separate, divide (v)
pull (v)

be good (v)

pull many times (v)

Heége
cére
céjé
h¢
'bé
nyé
h¢
cee
rée
tége

The following words have the vowel /i/ or /1/.

'bi
pii
yii
ngihi
ki'di
mini
nihi
titii
li

kii

Ii

day
bamboo
snake
fish
elephant
water
moon
bird
lock (v)
wait, delay (v)

b1

kii

bii
nbili
ki'di
kinyi
piti
kilikidi
i

pii
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Lord, God

star

honey

return, open (v)
give (v)

make bad (v)
return, open (vt
spear (v)

twist rope (v)
hear, listen (v)

Ii
hair
stool
place
ankle braclet
spoon
small insect
cat
tree fruit
love, peel (v)
send (v)



The following words have the vowel /a/ or /0/.

Do (oF}
'bo footprint 'bo father
ko eye ko seed
'do thing 'do thigh
jo speak, say yo death
do head 'bo egg
'bogo thief 'bono wound
mo pregnant woman 1o daughter, girl
do lay (v) do kill, beat (v)
'doo cultivate (v) 'dgo lay down (v)
jo say, tell (v) 0 braid hair (v)

The following words have the vowel /o/ or /w/.

Oo Uu
go hole gu arrow
jo millet 'du food
ngo body mu bush
toro water pig kuru groundnut
komo hare, story hu'bu oil
'bolo money, dowry muku soup, broth
koloro neck kuru'bu dove
lo narrate, speak (v) lu feed, suck (v)
do chase (v) du cry, want (v)
'boo mend, repair (v) 'duu spear (v)
co build (v) ku cover (v)
wo carry (v) lu feed (v)

The following words have the vowel /a/ or /d/. The vowel /4/ usually only comes in
words with other heavy vowels.

Aa Ai
dala stone mano woman
maca rhino maku owl
kagba leopard matilo opposite (adv)
pbanda whip 'jénd today (adv)
gbanda cassava mund old wine
camanja comb liyotd there (adv)

A few words with the vowel /a/ sound the same as other words with /a/ except for tone.
Tone is how high or low the syllable sounds. For example, mba 'breast' has High tone
and mba 'wine' has Low tone. Both mba 'breast' and mba 'wine' have the sound of the
vowel /a/. But, we write mba 'wine' with the vowel /4/ to show it has Low tone. This
way we know the difference between these words in writting. Other words below can
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also be written with the vowel /d/, for the same reason.

Aa Ai
mba H [7] breast mbi L[] wine
ma H (] I (pron) | mia L [\] mother
manya HM [ -] dura minyd L,L [- (] gazelle
[ [

nba H ] then (con) | nba L <J guest, visitor

Only the vowel /d/ can be used to show Low tone. The other heavy vowels /€/, /1/, /6/,
/u/ are not used to show Low tone.

Light and heavy vowels are usually not mixed together in the same word. In the
following words, only light vowels occur together.

Light vowels together in the same word

dari noise

pa'do fire

laweya sorghum type
nyandoki sorghum type
bila horn

yibo elder

kito shea nut tree
kilen tree

dori year

£omo man

dohayi land, world
gbeti child

telo seems

lendo brother
bowdd distance
togbe wild pumkin
gona axe

kombili finger

In the following words, only heavy vowels occur together.

Heavy vowels together in the same word

mayo woman
maku owl
tarabéca table
1i'bo beehive
'biru bat
hinyé scorpion
161 law
molu darkness
lémi sister
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turé

dust

Light & Heavy Vowel Rule: The vowels in the same word are usually all light
(without dots) or all heavy (with dots unless /u/); light and heavy vowels are usually

not mixed together in the same word.

Exercise 5

Carefully read and say the test words between the lines below. The bold vowel in the
middle of each test word may or may not be written correctly. Test the sound of the
bold vowel by comparing it with the vowel sound in the words on the left and right. If
the sound for the bold vowel is light as in the word on the left, write the word correctly
with a light vowel. If the sound for the bold vowel is heavy as in the word on the right,
write the word correctly with a heavy vowel.

Light
nere
nere
nere
ki'di
ki'di
ki'di
ki'di

chief
chiet
chief
elephant
elephant
elephant
elephant
footprint
footprint
footprint
footprint
hole
hole
hole
hole

Test Word Heavy
reme squirrel | céré star
céjé honey céré star
hégbé  rar céré star
pii bamboo | ki'di  spoon
kii stool ki'di  spoon
ni dream ki'di  spoon
mini water ki'di  spoon
do head 'bo egg
no daughter | 'b0 egg
holo tail 'bo egg
ho'do  husband | 'bo egg
kumu  hare gu arrow
kuru'bu dove gu arrow
'bolo money | gu arrow
ho'bo  oil gu arrow
Nouns

Write correctly

Before learning how to write words correctly, we need to understand the different types
of 'Béli words. 'BEli has nouns, verbs, pronouns, prepositions, connectors, and other
types of words. Each type of word has a different job or does something different in the
sentence. In this lesson we learn about nouns. In other lessons, we learn about other
types of words.
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A noun can be a person, animal, place, thing, or idea. In Panga 20, mard 'lion', dari
'noise' and turé 'dust' are all nouns.

(Panga 20)
Mors tégé dari ka tur€. Lion heard noise and dust

In Gomo 1, gamo 'man’, 1émi 'sister', 'bori 'bush', and panga 'animals' are all nouns.

(Gomo 1)
Gomo to ni-1émi moo amaa ni A certain man with his sister went
dinya-"bori laki 'bo-panga. among the bush hunting for animals.

The following are other examples of nouns:

'Béli Nouns
Persons £omo man
1émi sister
bali friend
Animals  moro lion
panga animals
"boti monkey
Places 'bori bush
ngolo hill
nyaka field
Things turé dust
dari noise
céjé honey
Ideas 1611 law
16mi engagement
mopari appreciation

Most nouns can be used instead of gomo 'man' in (1), (2), (3) or (4).

(1) Anji gomo na ni. They saw this man.

(2) Gomo ya 'do. There are men.

(3) Gomo ni ka 'bonda.  7his man is there.

(4) Amaa ni-gomo. He went with the man.
Exercise 6

Underline all nouns in the sentences below. Do not underline any words that are not
nouns. The first line is done as an example.

(Panga 3)

ere maa 'b¢ bil ga-mene. The chief went and gave a place to them.
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(Panga 5-6)

Naka mogp mee ni-bord ka do mee,
ko ko piya ni-1691 mee.

(Bii 4)

Ye gbeti nere ya, ye pii 'do 'bo-jétéyi.

Mi 5

Yikolu bonji agg yi ni-'bolo
ga-méno nda.

(M4 8)

)6 nda nba amaa mi-konjo liyota.

(Rombeki 14)

Ato, ko maa nji b1l
'be ngolo Malenyi.

(Zende 11)

Naka Jono bo nani monyoo toro
mini-rT ha ndiya te.

Then they came out with a law
that could govern them.

You sons of chiefs, send message for hyena.

Many people used to come with money
for that woman.

That daughter also went to dancing place.

He left and went and looked for a place
for a home in Malenyi's hill.

Then those Dinka started singing songs
with the names of those cows.

Verbs

A verb describes an action, motion, state, change, or can be used as an equal sign
between words. In Yikolu 1, atp 'left', maa 'went' and do 'killed' are all verbs. The
verbs atg and maa are motions and do is an action.

(Yikolu 1)
Yikolu gboro to atg laki moo,
ko maa dg panga.

A certain man left for his hunting,
and went and killed an animal.

In Gomo 3-4, jo 'said', 'dg 'ask’, maa 'went', yi ni- 'brought', and ye 'drank' are all verbs.

(Gomo 3-4)

Ka gomo nda jg ga-lémi moo,
ka 'dg, bono ne maa yi ni-mini,
ka ne ye.

And that man said to his sister,
and asked so that she went and brought water,
and he drank it.

The following are other examples of verbs:

Actions do
J2
ye

Motions t2
maa
bori

Changes koko
1€t1

'BélT Verbs

kill

say

drink

leave

go

loiter (move without purpose)
hatch

grow
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yoo die

States 'bi be quiet
moo  be alive
ndee be old

Equal sign ka  be, is

A verb can have more than one form. For example, le and ale have slightly different
meaning, as shown in the sentences below. They are different forms of the same verb.

Verb forms
Ne ka le go. He is digging a hole.
Ale go. He dug a hole.

Most verbs can add the letters mo- or a- and be used instead of -le in (1) or (2).

(1) Ka mole moo. He digs (lit. be his digging).
(2) Ale. He dug.
Exercise 7

In the following sentences, underline all verbs. Do not underline any words that are not
verbs. The first line is done as an example.

(Panga 3)

INere maa 'b€ bii ga-mene. Chief went and gave a place to them.

(Panga 22-23)

Na ka yii, bo gaga mene pili, ka nene mpo. This was snake who bit all of them,

and (only) he remained alive.

(Bii 12)

Amaa 'jaa bii no dy00. He went and found that the dog died.

(Gomo 11)

Naka mangirawa te, bo ledo ni-moho, alo, . .. Then lizard, who started talking, said

(M4 9)

Naka gomo to, bo nani ngo ka bola, Then man, who started body be naked,
ko yi ne mi-konjo. came info the dancing place.

(Rombeki 8)

Di-'bonda, awaa ni Beki ka yikolu mori. So, they knew Beki was rich person.

(Zende 14)

Ko koko do wato ya ngo-dala, They broke heads of some on rocks,
ka nbala wato ya hehengo. arms of others were broken.

Long Vowels for Rising and Falling Tone
Some words sound the same except for tone. We now learn how to write these words

differently. Tone is how High or Low the sound of the syllable is, or how the sound
rises or falls. In speaking, it is easy to know the difference between words like bi 'hair’
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and bii 'place' because they sound differently. But if both words were written bi, how
would readers know when bi means 'hair' and when bi means 'place'? To help readers,
we have decided to write these words differently.

The nouns bi 'hair' and bii 'place’ have different tones. In bi 'hair', the tone is level and
Low. In bii 'place’, the tone is rising from Low to Mid.

Level tone Rising or Falling tone

[\] [-]
Nouns | Low L bi hair Low-Mid LM bii place

[] [\]
Verbs | High H ru sew clothes (v) | High-Low HL ruu delay (v)

The verbs ru 'sew' and ruu 'delay’ also have different tones. In ru 'sew', the tone is level
and High. In ruu 'delay', the tone is falling from High to Low.

Whenever the tone is level (not rising or falling) we write a short vowel such as in bi
'hair' and ru 'sew'. Whenever the tone is rising as in bii 'place' or falling as in ruu
'delay', we write a Jong (doubled) vowel.'

There are many different tones in 'BEli words. The possible tones in one, two, and
three-syallable words are shown below. The chart below has only nouns. Syllables
with rising or falling tone have long vowels. These include bii 'dog', pii 'bamboo', and
daa 'grandparent'.

Nouns One-syllable words | Two-syllable words | Three-syllable words
[] [ ] [ ]
High H |da  meat nyoro poison | kurubu  dove
[= -]
Mid M céré star
[\] [- ] [- -]
Low L ha cow mbala song timara crocodile
[\] [ ] [ ]
High-Low | HL | bii dog gbanda cassava | kiliya stick
[7] -] = ]
Mid-High | MH | pii = bamboo mbaya  wing kombili  finger
[/] [- -] [- =1
Low-Mid | LM | daa grandparent | gbeti child akaca donkey
[- ] - ]
Low-High | LH kabi rope dohayi  /and

A few other nouns with long vowels are shown below.

! Since there is no vowel length distinction in 'Beli (length is not phonemic), it is possible to write long
vowels for rising or falling tone without confusing readers.
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[- ] N [ -]
L,LM madaa descendent MH,L laadi week MH,M gbeenga young woman
[~ ~] [ -] [ 7]
LML matoo mother- H,LM yigee others HMH titii bird type
in-law

The chart below has only verbs. Syllables with rising or falling tone have long vowels.
These include caa 'put' and joo in joolo ‘say’.

Verbs One-syllable words | Two-syllable words
[] [ ]
High H da tie nengo finish
(-] [= -]
Mid M co build titi ask
[\] N
High-Low HL caa put koko  hatch
-]
Mid-High MH papa clean repeatedly
[- ]
Low-High LH teri be against
[* 7]
High-Mid,High | HM,H joolo  say

We have the following vowel rule for showing rising or falling tone.

Long Vowel Rule: When the tone of a syllable in a word said by itself is
rising or falling, make the vowel long (doubled) in that syllable.

Sometimes the tone of a word in a sentence is different than when the word is said by
itself. For example, when the verb waa 'know' is said by itself, it has High-Low tone.
But when it is said in the sentence Ma ka waa 'do. 'l know something.' it has Low tone.

[\]
Waal Know!
[~ - 7]

Ma ka waa 'do. 7 know something.

We should write each word the same way each time so that readers are not confused.
We should write waa with a long vowel because it has falling tone when it is said by
itself. We should write waa with long vowel even when it has level tone as in the
sentence above.

How to test for a long or short vowel
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Sometimes it is difficult to decide if a verb has a long or short vowel. This is how you
decide: Say the command form of the verb, as when you order someone to do the
action. Then compare its tone with the tone of Maa 'Go!', Nji 'Look!' and Gg 'Sit!".
Which is it most like? If it has the same tone as Maa, write it with a long vowel. If it
has the same tone as Nji or G, write it with a short vowel.

Use these command verbs to test for a long or short vowel
HL H M

[\] [] []

Maa Go! Nji Look! Gy Sit/

Nyoo  FEat! Yo Show! Wo  Carry!

Guu Write! | To  Leave! 'BE Give!

Noo Do! Ti  Answer! | Té Depend on!
Gaa Cut! Ta  Meet! Ri Defend!

If the verb cannot be used as a command, say it before ti 'not'. Then compare its tone
with the tone of Y0 ti 'not die', Tu ti 'not born' and Nyg€ ti 'not be bad'. Which is it
most like? If it has the same tone as Y@0 ti, write it with a long vowel. if it has the
same tone as Tu ti or Ny€ ti, write it with a short vowel.

Use these negative verbs to test for a long or short vowel

HL H M

N [~ [~ 7]

Y00 ti.  Not die. Tuti. Not born. | Ny€ti. Not be bad.
Waa ti. Nof know. | Njo ti. Not bleed. | Ngé ti. Not bend.

Exercise 8

Carefully read and say each test word below. The vowel of each test word may or may
not be written correctly. If the tone of the vowel is level, write the word correctly with

a short vowel. If the tone of the vowel is rising or falling, write the word correctly with
a long vowel.

Test Word Write correctly | Test Word Write correctly
bi smoke something | bii da meat

bi  hair da tie something

yi come joolo  say

yi snake joolo a dress

ma go, went moo  Ais

ma my, me mo [/

doo  head ka and

doo  lay ka be, is, am
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'do6  lay down laa  run

'doo  thigh Saa  find, search

'do  thing ye drink something

'do  cultivate ye  you all
Adverbs with Long Vowels

Some adverbs and pronouns have rising or falling tone, and are also written with a long
vowel. In this lesson, we learn about adverbs. In the next lesson, we learn about
pronouns.

An adverb tells about an action (verb). In Bii'§, the adverbs bord 'down' and yelo
'quickly' tell how the action ku 'cover' should be done.

(Bit 8)

Ye ku do ma bor6 yelo.  You cover my head down quickly.
All the following are also adverbs.

Place Adverbs

N L,L through night until morning
-] HM today
—-—--] LLL everyday

tayi
'jénd
"ba'bayi

pete [ ] H,L near
"bori [T 7] HH away
borod [ -] MM down
piya [ 7] H,H out
"bora [ -] MM around
toro [- <] L,L up
dihé -] M,H back
'bona [- ] L,L here
'bonda [- —] LM there
taa [7] MH there
liyota [~ -] MHM there
Time Adverbs
ngii [\] HL at once
koto [T -] HM again
mbowa [- ] L.L recently, little
koba [- 7] L,LH  already
kotimo [~ -] MHM already
cocona [-- ] LLL now
po [] H long time
kende [- .] L,L in time past

[

[

[
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Other Adverbs
yelo ["] HH quickly

nduwé [ ] HH continually
kpe [\] L really, so, again
kpee [\] ML forever, long
kulu -] MH shouting loudly
pba [7] H also

ti [] H not

lee [\] ML slowly

The adverbs taa 'there', ngii 'at once', ko'bao 'already’, kpee 'forever', and lee 'slowly
have rising or falling tone and are written with a long vowel.

Most adverbs can be used instead of yelo 'quickly' in (1) or (2).

(1) Amaa ni yelo. They went quickly.
(2) Ango 'do ni yelo.  They made something quickly.

Exercise 9
In the sentences below, taa 'there', ngii 'at once', and ko'boo 'already' are not correct.

When you find one of these adverbs written with short vowels, write it correctly on the
left with a long vowel. The first one has been done as an example.

(Zende 10)
ko'boo | Mo'do, na yikdlu, 'do boro ko'bo, . .. When the people already fell asleep, . .
(Bii 14-15)
Gomo na ka bii na dpii 'do This man and this dog sent a message
'bo-ma ka kora ngi. for me that is completely empty.
(Gomo 21-22)
Tiwala ti ne lu je digobati-gi, Who will feed us after you die,
'b6 lee no andee ko'bo? (since) your father is already old?
(Yikolu 6)
Naka yikolu gbord, bo yi di-ta. Then a selfish person came from there.

Pronouns with Long Vowels

A pronoun is used instead of a noun. In Bii' 7-8, the prefix a- 'he' in alg 'he says' is a
pronoun. It takes the place of the noun bii 'dog' in the line before.

(Bii 7-8)
Naka ngo bii, bo ledo ni-monjonjo, Then the dog, who started shivering,
alp, “Ye ku do ma boro yelo.” he says, “You cover my head quickly.”

Rather than saying bii every time we talk about bii, we can instead say the prefix a- on
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verbs in place of bii. When bii is talking in the second line, ma 'my' takes the place of
bii.
There are four types of pronouns in 'Béli: subject completive, subject incompletive,

object, and possessor.

Subject completive pronouns do actions that have finished. Subject incompletive
pronouns do actions that have not finished. As you read each of the sentences below,
look for differences in the pronouns in bold.

Subject Completive Subject Incompletive

Kidi mo 'jaa'do, ma ka mbe. [If1 find something, I will fight.

Kidi yi  'jaa'do, yi ka mbe. [/fyou(sg) find something, you will fight.
Kidi a'jaa 'do, ne ka mbe. If(s)he finds something, he will fight.
Kidi je 'jaa 'do, je ka mbe. [If'we find something, we will fight.

Kidi ye 'jaa'do, ye ka mbe. [/fyou(pl) find something, you will fight.
Kidi aljaa 'doni, mene ka mbe. [fthey find something, they will fight.

In the first sentence above, mo 'I' does the completive action 'jaa 'find' and ma 'I' does
the incompletive action ka mbe 'will fight'. The action 'jaa must be finished before the
action ka mbe happens. So, mo 'I' comes before a completive verb and ma 'I' comes
before an incompletive verb.

Object pronouns receive the action. In the first sentence below, ma 'me' receives the
action nji 'saw’.

Object Possessor

Yikolu nji ma. People saw me. Yikolu nji ko ma.  People saw my eyes.
Yikolu nji  yi. People saw you(sg). | Yikolu nji ko gi. People saw your eyes.
Yikolu nji ne. People saw him/her. | Yikolu nji ko moo. People saw his eyes.
Yikolu nji je. People saw us. Yikolu nji ko lee.  People saw our eyes.
Yikolu nji  ye. People saw you(pl). | Yikolu nji ko ge.  People saw your eyes.
Yikolu nji mene. People saw them. Yikolu nji ko mee. People saw their eyes.

Possessor pronouns own or possess something. In the second sentence above, ma 'my’
is the owner of ko 'eyes'.

Subject completive Sub. incompletive | Object Possessor

[] [] [\] [\]

mo H 1 ma H [ ma L me |ma L my
[] [] [\] N

yi H you(sg) | yi H you |yi L  you |gi L your
[\] [\] [\] [\]

a- L (s)he, it | ne L he | ne L him | moo HL his
[\] [\] [\] [\]

je L we je L we | je L us lee HL our
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[\] [\] [\]
you(pl) | ye L  you |ye L you |ge L
[- ] [- <] [\]

mene L,L they | mene L,L them | mee HL their

ye L your

a-..ni L..L they

The chart above compares the four types of pronouns. The pronouns are sometimes the
same from one column to the next. Some possessor pronouns have falling tone, so their
vowels are written long. These are moo 'his/her', lee 'our' and mee 'their'.

Exercise 10

In the sentences below, moo 'his/her', lee 'our' and mee 'their' are not correct. When you
find one of these possessor pronouns written with a short vowel, write it correctly on
the left with a long vowel. The first one has been done as an example.

(Rombeki 11)

_moo Beki nba, ne mini-lendo mo.
(Bii 5)

Ka 'ba doko le ni dorT ra.
(Bii 17)

Ko'jaa dyo0 'do me ni-kuté me, . . .

Beki had his brother.
Why do they kill our descendents?

Finding he died alone
(their thing with their alone) . . .
(Gomo 13)
Lémi mo te,

bo h¢ mee te piya di-ji mo.
(Gomo 22)

'Bo le no andee ko'boo?

(Panga 5-6)

His sister took the spear
out of his hand.

Our father is already old.

Nate amaa doo do-me,
naka mogo me ni-boro
ka do me,
ko ko piya ni-1691 me.

(Mi 19)

Ho'do mo doo,
ko titi matoo mo alp, . . .

(Mi 22)
Ka je to 'be le.

When they arrived to the settlement,
then they came out

with a law

that could govern them.

Her husband arrived
and asked his mother-in-law, . .

And we go to our home.

Underline the First Vowel in Verbs

Some nouns and verbs are said the same except for tone. The noun 'be 'home' has Low
tone and the verb 'be 'follow' has High tone. If both words were written 'be, how would
readers know when 'be means 'home' and when 'be means 'follow'?

-26-



Nouns Verbs

[\] []
Low L 'be home | High H 'be follow (v)

[] [\]
Low-Mid LM bii place | High-Low HL bii smoke (v)

The noun bii 'place' has Low-Mid tone and the verb 'smoke (meat)' has High-Low tone.
If both words were written bii, how would readers know when bii means 'place' and
when bii means 'smoke'? To help readers, we have decided to write them differently.

We underline the first vowel of each verb. This way, readers can tell the difference
between nouns and verbs even when they have the same tone. When readers see the
underline as in 'be 'follow' and bii 'smoke', they will know the correct meaning and read
with the correct tone. If you need help knowing how to make underlined letters on the
computer, there is explanation on page 61.

There are many 'BEli words said the same except for tone. The list below shows some
of them. Most of the words are written differently—by making a long vowel for
syllables with rising or falling tone, or by underlining the first vowel of verbs.

[\] [] [\]
L 'be  home H 'be  follow (v) HL 'bee shoots (v)
[\] [-]
L bi hair LM bii place
[\] [\]
HL bii dog HL bii smoke (v)
[] [\] [\]
H bo who, which L bo that H bo important
[] (-] [\]
H co drop (v) M co build (v) HL coo  fill (v)
[\] [\]
L di- from (prep) | HL dii like (adv)
[\] [] [~]
L dd head H dd buy (v) M do- on (prep)
[] [\]
H 'dd thing HL 'dad  cultivate (v)
[\] [] [\] lay down
L 'do thigh H 'do exists (adv) HL 'do6 (v)
[] [\]
H 'du  food HL 'duu  spear (v)
[~] [\]
M  ga- to (prep) HL gaa  bite, cut (v)
[] [\]
H gu arrow HL guu  write (v)

-27 -



[]

[\]

H gbhe marriage L ghe child HL gbee marry (v)
[] [\]

H gho  fence HL ghyo gather (v)
[\] [] [\]

L ha cow H ha sift (grain)(v) | HL haa  push (v)
[] [\]

H ja say (v) HL j2d compare (v)
BN [* ]

L jolo  dress HMH jalo say (v)
[\] []

L 'ja wife H 'ja run (v)
[\] [\]

HL 'jaa later (adv) HL 'jaa  find (v)
[\] []

L ka and (con) H ka be (v)
[\] [\]

L ko eye HL ky  search (v)
[] [] [\]

H le big pot) H le dig (v) HL lee be good (v)
[\] [\]

ML lee slowly HL lee our
1 7 [\] [\]

H ma (pron impert) | L ma my (pron pos) | HL maa go (v)
[] [\] (-]

H mo I (pron pert) | HL moo  his (pron pos) | H mo run out
_ _ piya (V)
['1  pregnant [1  be [\]

H md woman H m) pregnant (v) |HL mQd live (v)
[] (-] [\]

H mba  breast M mba et (v) HL mbaa squeeze (v)
[] [~]

H na who, which | M na this (dem)
[~] []

M  na- before (prep) | H na bare fruit (v)
[1] [] [\] pull down

H ngo body H ngo- at (prep) HL ngoo (v)
[] [\] []

H ru hut HL ruu delay (v) H ru sew (v)
[\] [] [\]

L ya plural H ya harvest (v) HL yaa skin (v)
[\] [~] []

L ye you (pronpl) | M ye stretch (v) H ye drink (v)
[] []

MH yii snake H yi come (v)
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The third vowel rule is for showing verbs.

Underlined Vowel Rule: Underline the first root vowel of each verb.

Exercise 11

Carefully read and say each test word below. The vowel of each test word may or may
not be written correctly. If the vowel is in a verb, write the word correctly by
underlining the first vowel. The first one has been done as an example.

Test Word Write correctly | Test Word Write correctly
bii  smoke something | bii da meat

bi  hair da tie something

yi come joolo  say

yii  snake jolo  adress

maa go, went moo  Ais

ma my, me mo [/

do head ka and

do lay ka be, is, am

'do66  lay down 'ja run

'do  thigh Saa  find, search

'do  thing ye drink something
'doo cultivate ye you all

Underline the First Root Vowel in Verbs
Some verb forms have prefixes. A prefix is the letters added to the beginnings of words.
In the sentences below, the verb ale 'he dug' has the prefix a-. The verb mole 'digging'

has the prefix mo-.

Verb forms

Ne ka le go.
Ale go.
Ka mole moo.

The verb lg without any prefix is called a root. A root is the original part of a word, or

He digs a hole./He will dig a hole.
He dug a hole.
He digs (lit. be his digging).

a word without any prefix. In the last lesson, we learned the following rule.

Underlined Vowel Rule: Underline (_) the first root vowel of each verb.
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The 'first root vowel' means the first vowel that is not in the prefix, but in the root. In
the verb ale 'he dug', the prefix vowel a- is not underlined, but only the root vowel ¢. In
the verb mole 'digging', the prefix vowel mo- is not underlined, but only the root vowel
e.

Exercise 12

In the following lines, verbs are not written correctly. Underline the first root vowel of
each verb. Do not underline any vowels that are not in verbs. The first line is done as
an example.

(Bii 1-10)
Bii ka jétéyi agp 'be ni koto, Dog and hyena went home and dog said,

“Wayi ni-na, jétéyi ka nyoo ko ma pili 'bora?”  “Why is hyena eating my descendents?”

Anyii toro, ko maa ga-nere alo, He went to the chief saying,

“Ye gbeti nere ya, ye pii 'do 'bo-jétéyi.” “You chiefs, send message for hyena.”

Ka ne maa yi yo 'do na ne, And he went and asked him,

“Ka 'ba doko lee ni dori ra. “Why do they finish our descendents?

Je pii 'do 'bo-JEteyi.” We sent this message for hyena.”

Ka ne maa yi, When he (hyena) was coming,

naka ngo bii, bo ledo ni-monjonjo, dog started shivering,

alo, “Ye ku do ma boré yelo.” he asked, “You cover my head quickly.”

Naka moku do bii boro, Then he covered dog’s head;

di-'bonda naka, jétéyi bo yi, from there the hyena came . . .

ko i titi 'do alo, and asked about the message,

“Ala kopii 'do 'bo ma?” “Who sent me a message?”
Prepositions

In this lesson, we learn that prepositions can sound the same as nouns except for tone.
We learn how to write them correctly.
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Prepositions introduce nouns and tell about an action. In (1), ga- 'to' is a preposition.
(1) Amaa ga-yikolu. He went to the person.

The preposition ga- introduces the noun yikolu 'person'. The words ga-yikélu tell the
direction of the action amaa 'went'.

Some nouns can have the meaning of prepositions. There is different tone when they
have the meaning of prepositions than when they have the meaning of nouns.

- (O ---]
(2) A'jaa do yikolu.  He saw head of person.

- C)--]
(3) A'jaa d3-yikolu  He saw over person. (?)

The noun ds 'head' has Low tone. But when it means 'on', it has Mid tone.
If both words were written do, how would readers know when do means 'head' and
when do means 'on'? To help readers, we have decided to write them differently.

We write a hyphen (-) after these nouns when they have the meaning of prepositions.
For example, when do means 'head', it is separate from the following word as in

do yikolu 'head of person'. But when it means 'on', a hyphen (-) joins it to the following
word as in do-yikolu 'on person'. The same for other examples below.

Nouns Nouns used as Prepositions
do yikdlu  head of person do-yikolu on person
kpa yikolu  mouth of person kpa-'be to house
"bo yikdlu  footprint of person 'bo-yikolu  for person
ko yikolu eye of person ko-pa'do into fire
ro yikolu back of person ro-yikolu towards person
mi yikolu  stomach of person mi-yikolu  in person
ngo yikolu  body of person ngo-yikolu  af person
holo yikolu  buttock of person holo-yikolu  under person
hogo yikolu back of person hogo-yikolu  behind person
na yikolu center of hand na-yikolu  before person

Read the list below from left to right. Compare the tone of each pair.

Nouns Nouns used as Prepositions
do [\] L head do ] M on, at, over
kpa [.] L mouth kpa [—] M at, to
o [.] L footprint o ] M for
ko [\] L eye ko ] M into
ro [<] L back ro [~] M towards, on
mi  [.] L stomach mi [—] M in
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ngo [] H  body ngo [ ] H at
holo [~ ] H\L buttock holo [ -] HM under
hogo [ ] HJL back hogo [ -] HM (?) behind
na center (of hand) | na el M before

The following rule shows when a noun has the meaning of a preposition.

Hyphen Rule: Put a hyphen (-) between all prepositions and following words.

There are several other prepositions. All the words below are prepositions that should
be joined to the following word.

Preposition Preposition and following word
do- [~] M on Amaa do-yikolu. He went on person.
kpa- | M at Amaa kpa-'be. He went to house.
bo- ] M for Amaa 'bo-yikolu. He went for person.
ko- [~] M between | Amaa ko-pa'do. He went into fire.
ro- el M ahead Amaa ro-yikolu. He went towards person.
mi- il M n Amaa mi-yikolu. He went in person.
ngo- [] H at Amaa ngo-yikolu. He went at person.
holo- [ -] HM under Amaa holo-yikdlu.  He went under person.
hogo- [ -] HM behind Amaa hogo-yikdlu.  He went behind person.
gobati- [-——-] MMM afier Amaa gobati-yikolu. He went after person.
ga- el M fo Amaa ga-yikolu. He went to person.
di- [\] L from Amaa di-'be. He went from house.
ni- [] H with Amaa ni-yikolu. He went with person.
na- el M before Amaa na-yikolu. He went before person.
dinya- [--] LM among Amaa dinyéd-yikolu. He went among person.
mini- [- ] LH in with Amaa mini-yikolu.  He went in with person.
niga- with to Amaa niga-yikolu. He went with to person.
diga- [- —] LM from to Amaa diga-yikolu.  He went from to person.
dingo- [- —] LM about Amaa dingo-yikolu. He went about person.
dimi- [- -] LM from with | Amaa dimi-yikolu.  He went fiom with person.
dikpa- firom at | Amaa dikpa-mini. He went from at water.
di'bo- from for | Amaa di'bo-yikdlu.  He went from for person.
digobati- from afier | Amaa digobati- He went from afier person.

yikolu.

Most prepositions can be used instead of do- 'on' or ni- 'with' in (2) or (3).

(2) Amaa ni do-'do
(3) Amaa ni-'do.

Exercise 13

They went on something.
He went with something.
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In the sentences below, prepositions are written without hyphens. Put a hyphen (-) after
each preposition. Do not put a hyphen after any word that is not a preposition. The
first line has been done as an example.

(Gomo 1-2)
Gomo to ni-lémi moo A certain man with his sister
amaa ni dinya 'bori went into the middle of the bush
laki 'bo panga, hunting for animals,
ko maa go ni kpa kara. and they sat at the river side.
(Gomo 5-6)
“'Do, na ka 'be mi ndoma, “There is something moving in the grass
ka ne ka yi ro lee.” and it comes towards us.”
(Gomo 9)
Ko kii na panga nda ne, And he waited for the animal coming
kambeti mangirawa. but instead it was a lizard.
Nate alog ne ka 'duu ni mee, naka . . . when he tried to spear it with spear, then . .
(Panga 2-3)
Ko maa ni ga ngere ka 'do, And they (lion, leopard, hyena, snake)
went to the chief for a thing,
na ddu 'bo bi mogp ni. which they want a place for settlement.
(Panga 16)
Y1 wala, na ka nyoo 'do di kpatuli na? Who are you eating things from rubbish?
(Panga 19)

Naka molg mo piya mini-kori ga jét€yi.  Then he went out ready to fight hyena.
(Panga 21)

Naka molp mo piya ga kori Then he (lion) when out to fight
ga jétéy1 ya ni kagba. the hyena and leopard.

(Panga 22)

Kana ka momaa tu mee ro yii. And he stepped on the snake.

Relative Clause Connectors

In this lesson, we learn that relative clause connectors can sound the same as
demonstratives except for tone. We learn how to write them correctly.

Demonstratives point to or show a noun. A demonstrative always follows the noun it
points to. In (1), na 'this' is a demonstrative.

(1) Bii na bolee 'do. There is this good place.

The demonstrative na shows which bii 'place' the speaker is talking about. Maybe the
speaker is even pointing a finger at the place while saying the sentence.

A relative clause is a group of words with a verb that identifies or describes a noun. In
(2), na dohayi na ka Rombeki 'that is a region called Rumbek' is a relative clause.
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(Rombeki 20-21)
(2) Bii, na dohayi na ka Rombeki, 7he place, that is a region called Rumbek,
tene ga-Jono no ne ndawa. remains to the Dinkas.

The relative clause na dohayi na ka Rombeki has the verb ka 'is'. This relative clause
identifies the noun bii 'place' coming before it. The clause shows we are talking about
the place called Rumbek and not any other place.

Relative clause connectors introduce relative clauses. In (2), na 'that' is a relative clause
connector. The connector na begins the relative clause na dohayi na ka Rombeki 'that is
a region called Rumbek'.

There are three demonstratives that are similar to relative clause connectors. They only
differ by tone.

Demonstrative Relative Clause Connector
na [.] L this na [ | H who, that, which, where, of
bo [.] L that bo [ ] H who, that, which, where, of
te [.] L that (mentioned before) |te [ | H who, that, which, where, of

The demonstrative na 'this' has Low tone, but the connector na 'who, that' has High tone.
If both words were written na, how would readers know when na means 'this' and when
na means 'who, that'? To help readers, we have decided to write them differently.

We write a comma (,) before relative clause connectors and at the end of relative
clauses. This makes the meaning clear in writing. For example, there is no comma
before the demonstrative na 'this' in the sentence Bii na bolee 'do. 'There is this good
place.! But we put a comma before the relative clause connector na 'that' in the sentence
Bii, na dohayi na ka Rombeki, 'Place, that is this region called Rumbek . . ." There is
also a comma at the end of this relative clause. Similarly for other examples below.

Demonstrative Relative Clause Connector
SONEIINNC .
Bii na bolee 'do. Bi1, na dohayi na ka Rombeki, tene ga-Jono no ne ndawa.

There is this good place. Place, that is this region called Rumbek, remains to Dinkas.

---(C) -] --- ()]

Yikolu bo ka yi. Yikolu, bo mbe, ka yi.
That person is coming. A person, who is brave, is coming.
[‘gz-d [ ~O)- 7]
'Do avyi 'Do, te mo go niri te, ndawa.
That thing is coming. The thing, that I hate, this is it.

In these sentences, there is Low tone on the demonstratives na, bo, te 'this, that'. But
there is High tone on the connectors na, bo, te 'who, that, which'. So, we use commas
to show the difference in writing. The following rule tells where to put commas.
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Comma Rule: Put a comma (,) or period (.) before every connector and at the end
of each relative clause. In addition, if there is more than one connector together,
put a comma after them.

There are several other connectors that can introduce a group of words with a verb. All
the words below are connectors that should always have a comma or period before them.

ko [\] L and

ka [\] L and, then

naka [- ] LH then

pba [] H then, as a result
kambeti [ — ] HMH instead, surprisingly
a'do [- 7] LH if had been
kodi [ 7] M, H If; when

kidi -] LH if; when

nate [ 7] HH when

'bowayi [~ -] MHM because

bond N H,L so that, so, thus
di-bonda [- - -] L,.LM from there

The connector ka 'and' often joins groups of words with a verb.

(Panga 11)

Ma ka yikolu bori, 1 am a person who is ever moving
ka mo go 'be 'bo-kilinba. and looking for a bone.

The group of words in the first line above has the verb bari 'moving'. The group of
words in the second line has the verbs gg 'be 'continue look'. The connector ka 'and'
joins these groups of words with a verb and must have a comma before it.

However, when ka 'and' joins groups of words without a verb, there is no need for a
comma.

(Bii 14)

Gomo na ka bii na &dpii 'do  7his man and this dog sent a message

In the sentence above, ka joins gomo na 'this man' and bii na 'this dog'. There is no verb
in either of these groups of words, so we don’t put a comma before ka.

The comma rule above says, “If there is more than one connector together, put a
comma after them.” There are two connectors beginning the second line below.

(Bii 9)
Naka moku do bii boro, Then he covered dogs head,
di-'bonda naka, j¢t€yi bo yi, . . . and then from there, that hyena came, . . .
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The connectors in the second line are di-'bonda naka 'from there then'. We put a comma
before these connectors, and we also put a comma afZer the connectors.

Exercise 14

In the sentences below, connectors and relative clauses do not have commas written
correctly. Put a comma or period before each connector and at the end of each relative
clause. The first line has been done as an example.

(Panga 12)

Mo be yikolu to, bo titi ma, ti.
(Panga 13-14)

Mo be yikolu bo tu ro-ma ti

kidi tu ro-ma

ma ka gaa hutundunyu gi.

(Bii 7)

Ka ne maa yi

naka ngo bii bo ledo ni-monjonjo.
(Bii 13)

Yikolu te bo pii 'do 'bo-gi te no
ay0o0.

(Mi 1-4)

Po kende 16 to na ma moo lu ne
nate alét1

mi moo be ka ji gbee ne ni-'bolo ti
adu 'bora

kidi yikolu na ka naa no nda moo
ne maa ke hu moo mi-konjo.

(Ma 22)

Mo du 'bo-'ja ma ka je to 'be lee.

(Panga 7)

Mo be dari ka turé ti.

(Gomo 17-18)

Di-"bonda naka momaa ti dihé 'be ni
nate adoo ni nete ngo-'be

nba &dtégé ka do kulu ni.

(Gomo 19-20)

Mangirawa te je do te

na ango ka 'bo lee yoo waa.

1 don't want anyone who asks me.

1 don’t want anyone who steps on me
if anyone steps on me
1 will bite your ankle.

And when he (hyena) was coming
then the body of dog started shivering.

That person who sent the message for you
died.

Long ago there waslady whom mother fed her
when she grew

her mother didn’t want her married with dowry
she wanted

it anybody want to marry her daughter

he go and open his anus in a dancing place.

1 want may wife and we go to our house.
1 don’t want noise or dust.

From there then they came back home
and when they came near the home

they heard people crying at home.

The lizard that we killed
[ know that made our father die.

Spelling Rules Reviewed

In this book, we have learned five spelling rules that help reading and writing. We now
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review these rules. There is one or more examples after each rule. The page number is
shown where the rule is further explained.

Light & Heavy Vowel Rule (page 16): The vowels in the same word are usually all
light (without dots) or all heavy (with dots unless /w/); light and heavy vowels are
usually not mixed together in the same word.

Light vowels Heavy vowels
lendo brother lémi sister
dohayi land, world mano woman
kombili finger 'biru bat

Long Vowel Rule (page 21): When the tone of a syllable in a word said by itself is
rising or falling, always write the vowel long (doubled) in that syllable.

Level tone Rising or Falling tone
[\] []
bi L hair bii LM place
[] [\]
ru H sewclothes (v) | rau HL delay (v)

Write the vowel long even if the tone is not falling or rising when the word is said in a
sentence.

[~ - 7]
Ma ka ruu 'do.  / delay something.

Test for a long or short vowel in verbs by comparing with the following commands and
negative verbs:

HL H M

[\] [] [-]
Commands Maa Go! Nji Look! Go Sit!

[ 7] [ [- ]
Negatives Y00 ti. Notdie. | Tuti. Not born. | Nyé€ ti. Not be bad.

Underlined Vowel Rule (page 29): Underline the first root vowel of each verb.

Noun Verb

[\] []
'be L home | 'be H follow (v)

-]
ale MH he dug (v)

A word is a verb if it can take the place of le 'dig' in (1).
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(1) Ka mole moo. He digs. (lit. Be his digging.) |
Hyphen Rule (page 32): Put a hyphen (-) between all prepositions and following words.

Noun Preposition
do yikolu head of person | do-yikdlu on person

Comma Rule (page 35): Put a comma (,) or period (.) before every connector and at the
end of each relative clause. In addition, if there is more than one connector together,
put a comma after them.

Demonstrative Connector
Yikolu bo ka yi. Yikolu, bo mbe, ka yi.
That person is coming. | A person, who is brave, is coming.

Di-"bonda naka, jétéyi bo yi, . . .
Then fiom there, that hyena came, . . .

Exercise 15

Write each line below correctly in the space given according to the above spelling rules.
The first line is done as an example.

(Gomo 1-9)

Gomo to ni [émi mo ama ni dinyé 'bori Certain man with sister went to bush

Gomo t9 ni-lémi moo amaa ni dinya-'bori

laki 'bo panga to hunt for animals
ko ma go ni kpa kara. and they went to sit at river side.
Ka gomo nda jo ga 1émi mo And that man said to his sister
ka 'do bono ne ma yini mini and asked so that she brought water
ka ne ye. and he drank.
Di 'bonda aco 'bi From there he fell asleep
1émi mo jo ge ne alp his sister told him saying
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“'Do na ka 'be mi ndoma “There is thing moving in grass

ka ne ka yi ro le.” and coming to us.”

Alphabetical Word List

The following list of words is in alphabetical order. There are nouns (n), verbs (vt, vi),
pronouns (pron), prepositions (prep), adjectives (adj), quantity (quant), number (num),
demonstratives (dem), adverbs (adv), connectors (con), relative connectors (rel), and
question words (ques). The tone for each word is given with bars [- —] and letters
(HM,L).

n = noun
v = verb
vn = verbal noun (verb used as a noun)
pron = pronoun (takes the place of a noun)
prep = preposition (introduces a noun and tells about the action)
adj = adjective (describing nouns)
quant = quantity (describing nouns)
num = number
dem = demonstrative pronoun (pointing word)
adv = adverb (describing verbs)
con = connector (joins a clause to another clause)
rel = relative clause connector (introduces a relative clause)
ques = question word (asks a question)
pl = plural (more than one)
sg = singular (only one)
H = High tone
M = Mid tone
L = Low tone
a prefix or suffix
'BEli Word List
Aa
a. [\] L pron  (s)he (prefix)
a. ...ni [- ] L..L pron  they (prefix)
akaca [-— -] LMM n donkey
akora [- -] L LM n chicken
ala N H,L ques  who, whom, which
aparaga [---"] LLLH n youth
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aranda [- -] L,L.L n in-law

Ai

a'do [- 7] LH con  ifhad been

Bb

baci [- ] L,L quant much, all, many (uncountable)
bali N H,L n friend

be [] H % love, want

bila [- ] L,L n horn

binya N H,L n goat

bi [\] L n hair

bii [7] LM n place

bii [\] HL n dog

bii [\] HL \ smoke, dry

bo [\] L dem that

bo [] H rel who, which, where, of
bo [\] L \4 be big, important

bobo [- ] L,L adj be fat, be old

bola [- ] LM adj naked

bono N H,L con so that, in order to, so, thus
bono N H,L ques  why

bonji N H,L quant many (countable)
bow2o N H,L n distance

bow2o N H,L adj distant, far

bord [ -] MM adv  down

boo [\] HL v get engaged, be able
bongo [- 7] L,H n cloth, garment

bori [ 7] HH v loiter, move without purpose
B'd

'ba [] H % lose, make a pot
'ba'bayi [— L,L.L adv  everyday

'bala N H,L ques  where

'be [\] L n home

'be [] H v go, follow, move, walk
'bé | M \% give

'bi (] H n day

'bi [] H % be quiet

'biru [- ] L,L n bat

'boo [\] HL v mend, repair

'bogo [- ] L,L n thief

'bolo [- ] L,L n money, dowry

'b6 [\] L n egg

'bo [\] L n father

'boni 7] M,H n owner, parent
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'bori
'bori
'bo

'bo-
'boko
'bona
'bonda
'bora
'boti
'bowayi
'bowayi

Cc

caa
caca
camanja
cee

céjé
ceré

Cco

Cco
cocona

Dd
da

da
daa
dala
dari
di-

dii
di'bo-
diga-
digobati-
dikpa-
dimi-
dina
di-na
diindo
dingo-
dihé
dinya-
doo
do
dori
do

HH
HH

HL
LL
LM
MM
M,H
M,H,M
M,HM

HL
M,H
LLL
HL
LL
MM

L,L,L

anjjan

LH
LH

HL

LM

HM,H

adv

prep

adv
adv
adv

con
ques

< < BB <B<<

o

dv
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bush
away
footprint
for

bush rat
here
there
around
monkey
because
for what reason

put
put repeatedly or many things

comb
spear
honey
star

fall, drop
build
now

meat

tie
grandparent
stone
noise
from

like

from for
fiom fto
from after
from at
from with
like this
with this
how
about, from at
back
among
arrive
kill, beat
desert
head



do-

do
dohayi
dori
du

'D'd
'dee
'de'de
'di
'do
'do
'doo
'do
'doo
'domonyo
'du
'duu

Gg
ga-
gaa
gaga
ge

gi
girima
g0
gobati-
gona
g2
£omo
gu
guu

Gb gb
gbaa
gbanda
gbe

gbe; gbeti
gbee
gboro
gbo

gboo

Hh
ha

| e e e e e Il_t
|
[—

L I s I s B e B e I s Y s I s I s B s W |
e e

_—

| | s 1 7 7 I — 1
. . | Sy E— ) | Sy E— )
| , | | |
e . .
| Y
e .

L I e I e I e I s B s I s I ey B s I s B s s B e |
e e

_—

| —
[I—

I — 1
Il_ll_ll_l

— |

|

—

[ T s B s W s B s B s B s W ey |
e b

_—

[ |
7
[S—

H, LM

HL

HL
M,H
LHL

LMM
H,L

L.H
HL
HL
H,L

L; LM
HL
M,H

HL

prep

< B B

< < <

dv

o

< BB <B<B

prep

pron
pron

prep

< B B <
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on

lay down, buy

land, region (do-hayi, head-land)
year

cry, want

pull

pull repeatedly or many things
touch, arrive

there, there is, exists

thigh

lay down

thing

dig, cultivate

food ('do-mo-nyo, thing-to-eat)
food, bread

spear

fo

bite, cut
bite repeatedly or many things
your (pl)
your (sg)
eagle

hole

after

axe
remain, sit
man
arrow
write

pay
cassava
marriage
child, son
marry
selfish
fence
gather

cow



haa [\] HL \% push, build
hegbe [ 7] H,H n rat

hé [] H \ return, open (door)
hi | M \% push, advise
hinya N H,L n gun

hiny& [- ] L,L n scorpion
ho'do [- ] L,L n husband
holo [- ] L,L n tree type
hont -] M,H n man

hoyt 7] M,H n guinea worm
ho [\] L n nose

ho [\] L num  four

holo N H,L n tail, buttock
holo- [ -] HM prep  under

horo -] M,H n fishing spear
hu [7] H n anus, buttock
hu'bu -] M,H n oil
hutundunyu [~ -] HHHHM n ankle

Jj

ja il M v light, lamp
je [\] L pron  we, us
jéteyi [- =] L,L.L n hyena

ji [] H n hand

jo [7] H n milet

joo [\] HL v compare

jo (] H \4 say, tell
jolo [- ] L,L n dress

joolo [\ 7] HMH v say

U

'ja [\] L n wife

'ja (] H \4 run

'jaa [\] HL \% see, find
'jénd [ -] HM adv  foday

'i6 (] H A% braid (hair)
jolo 7] M,H n gazelle

Kk

ka [\] L con  and, then
ka (] H \4 remain, be
kabi [- ] L,H n rope

kada [- ] L,L n day, sun
kagba [- <] L,L n leopard
kambeti [ =] H,M,H con  instead
kanga [- ] L,L n ostrich
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kara
ke
kende
kii

kii
kidi
ki'di
kilen
kilinba
kiliya
kito

kit
ki'di
kilikidi
kiliru
kinyi
kinyo
ko

ko nda
ko'boo
kokpa
kola
koloro
komo
kombili
konjo
kora
kotimo
koto
ko

ko

ko-

koo
koki
koko
kongo
konyo
koto
koyo
ku
kulu
kuru
kuru'bu
kurukudu
kutékuté

- L.L

[

[] H

[- <] L.L
[\] HL
[\] HL

[- 7] L.H

[- <] LL

[- - LM
[-~71 MHH
[~ HHL
[ <] H,L
[“] MH

[ ] HL
[C~~7] HHHH
[--. LLL
[ 7] HH
[ <] H.L
[\] L

[ 7] MH
[- 7] LLH
[- <] L.L

[ ] HL
71 MHH
[T 7] HH
[-~71 MHH
[ <] H.L
[ -] HM
[-~-1 MHM
[ -] HM
[] H

[\] L

[-] M

[\] HL

[- <] LL

[ <] H.L
[- <] L.L

[- <] LL

[- 7] M,H
[ <] H,L
[-] M

[ 7] M,H
[ <] H.L
[[~7] HHH
[~ 7 -1 HHHM
[[-7-1 HMHM

B B BB BBBBBBB

L O
o Qo
< B

adv
adv
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pool, river
separate, divide
In time past

ten

wait, delay

if; when
elephant

tree

bone

stick

shea nut tree
stool

spoon

tree fruit

girafte

small insect type
thorn

and

and nothing
already

broom

when

neck

story, hare, voice
finger

drum, dancing place
empty

already

again

seed, descendent
eye

into

search, break, come out
bird type (egret)
hatch

rooster

foot

one

bean

cover

shouting
groundnut

dove

end

alone, different



Kp kp

kpa [\] L n mouth, language
kpa- ] M prep at

kpaki [ -] MM n stretcher, mat
kpatéyi [ -1 H,M,H n door

kpatuli [- - <] L,L,L n rubbish, garden
kpe [\] L adv  really, again
kpe [] H \ dance

kpee [\] ML adv  forever, long
kpili [T 7] H,H adj small
kpitobinya [ =~ (] H,H H,L n billy goat

L1

la (] H A% hold

laki -] M,H n hunt

lano N H,L n uncle

laweya [- - <] LL,L n short sorghum
laa [\] HL v crawl (like vine or water)
le [7] H % dig

lee [\] HL pron  our

lee [\] HL v be good

ledo N H,L % start

lendo N H,L n brother

1€émi N H,L n sister

1t 7] M,H v grow

1i'bo N H,L n beehive

liyota - -] M,HM adv  there

lowa [- -] LM n woman, wife
1606 [\] HL \4 call, name
16mi -] M,H n engagement
1on1 N H,L n law

la (] H \4 say

Jlob) [\] HL \% wear, release, untie
lu [7] H % feed

M m

ma [7] H pron [ (incompletive)
ma [\] L pron me, my

maa [\] HL \% go, went

maca [T 7] H,H n rhino

majangili -~ "1 MHHH n bird type
mangirawa [~ -- (] M,LL,L n monitor lizard
matoo [- ] L,HM n mother-in-law
ma [\] L n mother

maiku [- ] L,L n owl

minya [- ] L,L n antelope
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mano [- 7] LH n woman

mee [7] MH n spear

mee [\] HL pron  their

mene [- ] L,L pron they, them
mégi [ 7] HH n work

méri N H,L n hippopotamus
mi- | M prep in

mini -] M,H n water

mini- - ] LH prep  in with

miniyo -7 <] L,HL num nine

mitoro [--—] L.LM n heaven (mi-toro, in-up)
mi [\] L n stomach
minimuta -~ -. LHLL num  eight

miniu [- ] L,H num  seven

mo [] H pron [ (completive)
moo [\] HL pron  his

mo piya - 7] M HH A% run out

mopari [- -1 L,L.H vn appreciation
mota [- ] L,L num three

molu N H,L n darkness

mo [] H n pregnant woman
moo [\] HL \% be alive, live
mori [- ] L,L adj rich

moro N H,L n lion

moto 7] M,H n yam

mu [\] L n bush

muku [ 7] M,H n soup, broth
munoto -7 7] L,HH num  Six

muyi N H,L num five

Mb mb

mba (] H n breast

mbaa [\] HL \% squeeze

mbaga N H,L n basket

mbala [- ] L,L n song

mbaya -] M,H n wing

mba [\] L n wine

mbe (] H \4 quarrel, fight, argue
mbili [ 7] HH n ear

mbowa [- ] L,L adv  recently, little
Nn

na- | M prep  before, in fiont of
na ] M dem  this, these

na [] H rel who, which, where, of
naka [- 7] LH con  then
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nate [T 7] H,H con  when

nawa adv this is it, now (na this, waa know)
ne [\] L pron  (s)he, him, her
nengo [T 7] H,H v finish

ni- [] H prep  with

niga- prep  with to

noo [\] HL \% make, do

noko [- ] L,L n maternal uncle (brother of mother)
Nd nd

nda ] M dem  that, those
nda (] H \4 is not

ndaa [\] HL \% beat

ndawa adv  that is it (nda that, waa know)
ndee [\] HL v be old

ndiya [— ] M,L dem  plural

ndi [\] L n pot

ndoma -] M,H n grass

ndoliyo - -] M,HM dem  that, those (far)
ndoo [\] HL n tongue

ndori N H,L n night

nduwé [T 7] H,H adv  continually
Ngng

nga [7] H % reject, take
ngara [- ] L,L n ivory tree
ngéri [ 7] HH n tree

ngihi [T 7] H,H n fish

ngii [\] HL adv  af once

ngo (] H n body

ngo- [7] H prep at

ngoo [\] HL v pull down
ngoli - —] MM adj whistling
ngolo [- ] L,L n hill, mountain
Nj nj

nja [\] L n Jjunction

nji (] H \4 look, see

njolo [- <] L,L n frog

njonjo N H,L % shiver, shake
Ny ny

nyaka [T 7] H,H n field, farm
nyandoki [- - <] L,L,L n sorghum

ny€ ] M v make bad
nyipo'do -7 7] M,H.H n frog
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nyit
nyoo
nyoro

Dy
naa
nani
pere
pete
pihi
yiri
ni
no

)b nb

nba
nba
pbala

pbanda

nbd

)m pm

pma
nma

pa'do

panga

papa
pii
piri
piya
pit
po
pobi
poli

Rr
ra

ra
reme
ree
ri

11
ro

|
1 1s 7
e e e e

[ B e B s W s B s B s B s W oy |
e b

|
|
e e e

[ BN

| —

HL
HL
HH

HL
M,H
HL
HL
HH
M,H

T

LL
HH
M,H
MH
MM
HH
HL

LH
LL

OB <

B < < B

< < B

=

migrate, get
eat
poison

take, marry

start

chief

near

moon

hate, be against
dream, have vision
daughter, girl

then, as a result
also

arm

whip

guest, visitor

termite
roast, burn

fire

animal

clean repeatedly or many things
bamboo

word

out

send

long time ago

leaf

cloud

it

smear

squirrel

twist (rope)

hold tight, be confident or ready,
defend

name

back



Tt
taa
tata
tayi
tarabéca
te

te

te

telo
teri
tége

ti

ti
timara
titii
titi

ti

ti dihé
t1 héé
togbe
toro
to

too

to

to

tolo
toro
toro

tu

turé, tulé
tut€ moya

Ww
waa
wara
wari
wayi
WO
WOCO

| —

T T

LH LM

HL
LL
M,H
LL

M,H

< < B <

< <

. ]
<<55<<<<55%%

5
a
9)
-

towards

bush, forest

stop, stand

house, hut

sew (clothing), roar
delay

there

table

through night until morning
table

that, those (mentioned before)
who, which, where, of
slaughter, cut, remain
seems

be against

hear, listen

not

will (future word)
crocodile

bird type

ask

answer, reply, repeat
refund, return

refund, return

gourd (wild pumpkin)
male water pig

escort (go with)

press

certain, other

leave

dew

sky

up

step

dust

generation

know

cotton

shoe, sandal
what

carry
wolf’



Yy

ya [\] L pl plural marker (shows more than one)
yaa [\] HL \% skin

yangali [- -] L,L.H n sweet potato

ye [J L pron  you (pl)

ye | M \% stretch

ye (] H \4 drink

yelo [ 7] H,H adv  quickly

yibo [T -] HM n elder (yi people, bo big)
yi [] H \ come

yi ni []117] H H \4 bring, come with

yii [7] MH n snake

yiti -] M,H n young man

yi (] H pron  you (sg) subject

yi [\] L pron  you (sg) object

yikolu [- - <] L,L,L n person

yo [] H num  fwo

y0O0 [\] L \% die

yo [\] L n death

y2 [] H % show, teach

'Béli Stories

The words on the previous pages are found in the following stories. Each story is
introduced with some information. The abbreviations used in the stories are as follows:

VN = verbal noun (a verb used as a noun)
SB = subordinate (in a dependent clause)
PL = plural

CONT = continuos verb aspect

The title of each story is given in short form between parentheses (). This short form is
how the story is refered to when giving examples in this book.

Komo panga (Panga)
Story animal
Animal story

Transcribed and glossed by By Deng Gideon Kol in March 2012; Author is Peter (a

well-known story commonly told by elders at night around fire or father to sons;
sometimes is longer in oral version)
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1. Po te moro, kagba, jét€yT ka yii agop  bii  kotoni,
long.time that lion leopard hyena and snake he.stay place one they
Long ago, lion, leopard, hyena and snake remained in one place.

2. nate amaa doo do-mee, atd ni, ko maa ni ga-pere ka 'do,
when went arrive on-their he.left they and went they to-chief be thing
When they decided to be in one place, they went to chief for a thing

3. na ddu 'bo-bii mogo ni, pere maa 'B¢ bil ga-mene,
which want for-place VN.stay they chief went give place to-them,
which they want a place for settlement, and the chief went and gave them a place,

4. ko go ni 'do. IJere ndiya nda awaa mene ka yikolu teri ti.
and stay they exist chief those that he.know them be people threatening not
and they stayed there. Those chiefs didn’t know the animals were enemies.

5. Nate amaa doo do-mee, naka mogy mee ni-bord ka do mee,
when went arrive on-their then VN.sit their with-down be head their
When they arrived to the settlement, then they came out with a law

6. koko  piya ni-loni mee.
and come out with-law their
that could govern them.

~

. Moro joolo, “Mo be dari ka turé ti.
Lionsaid 1 love noise and dust not.
Lion said, “I don't want noise and dust.

8. Kidi mo'jaa 'do ndiyana yo na, ko te ko ma, ma moro ma ka mbe.”
If 1 saw thing PL this two this and cuteyemy, I lion I CONT fight
If I see these two things pass before me, I lion will fight.”

\O

. Kagba joolo, “Mo be monji ko ma ti.
Leopard said I love VN.see eye my not.
Leopard said, “I don't want anyone seeing my eyes.

10. Kidi ji nji ko ma, anengo ge-je ni-ye.”
if  people look eye my, it.finish to-us with-you(pl)
If anyone sees my eyes, that will be the end of our life with you all.”

11. Jétéyi joolo, “Ma ka  yikdlu bori, ka mogo 'be 'bo-kilinba, ka kidi ma

hyena said, 1 CONT person moving and I stay move for-bone andif I
Hyena said, “I am a person who is ever moving and looking for a bone, and if
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

ka mnyoo kilipba ma mini-ndori, mo be yikolu to, bo titi ma, ti.”
CONTeat bone myat night I want people other that ask me not
I am eating my bone at night, I don't want anybody to ask me (for it).”

Yii  joolo, “Mo be yikolu, bo tu ro-ma, ti. Kiditu ro-ma,
snake said 1 want people that step on-me not if step on-me,
Snake said, “I don't want people to step on me. If (anyone) steps on me,

maka gaa hutundunyu gi.”
I CONT bite ankle your(sg)
I will bite your ankle.”

Di-'bonda na ka, jét€yT bo to  'bori, ko yi nyoo kilinba di-kpatuli.
from-there this and hyena that leave bush and come eat bone from-rubbish

From there, hyena left the bush and came to eat bones from the rubbish.

Kagba joolo, “Y1 wala, na ka nyoo'do di-kpatuli na?”
leopard said you(sg) who this be eat thing from-rubbish this
Leopard asked, “Who are you eating things from the rubbish?”

Di-'bonda, jét€yi nji ko kagba,
from-there hyena look eye leopard
At this point, hyena looked leopard in the eyes,

naka kagba bo joolo, “'Do, te mo go niri te, ndawa.”
then leopard that said  thing that I sit hate that it.is.that
and then leopard said, “This is what I hate.”

Naka molp mg piya mini-kori ga-jeteyi.
then VNsay go out with-SB.defend to-hyena.
Then he went out ready to fight the hyena,

Di-'bonda no, moro tggé dari ka turé,
from-there that lion heard noise and dust
From there, lion heard noise and dust.

naka molp mo piya ga-kori ga-jét€yi ya ni-kagba,
then VN.try went out to-fight to-hyena PL with-leopard,
and then he also went out fighting hyena and leopard,

kana ka momaa tu mee ro-yii, na

and be VNwent step their on-snake this
and they stepped on snake,
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23.ka yii, bo gaga mene pili, ka ne ne moo.

be snake that bite them all and he he alive.
and snake bite all of them and they died, and (only) he himself remain alive.

24. Kurukudu komo ma ndawa.

End story my that.is.it
This is the end of the story.

Bii ka Jét€yi (Bii)
dog and hyena
The Dog and Hyena

Transcribed and glossed by Peter in March 2012; Author is Elder Isaac Bochi (the
behavior of the animals shows the behavior of humans)

1.

Bii ka jétéyi ago 'be ni koto,
dog and hyena he.went move they together
Dog and hyena went together (and dog said),

“Wayi ni-na,  jétéyika nyoo ko ma pili 'bora?”
why with-this hyena be eat descendent my all about
“Why is it that hyena eating all of my descendents?”

Anyii toro, ko maa ga-nere alo,
he.get up and went to-chief he.say
He went to the chief (to open case against hyena) saying,

“Ye gbeti  pere ya, ye pii  'do  'bo-jéteyi.”
you(pl) children chief PL you(pl) send thing for-hyena
“You chiefs, send a message for hyena.”
Ka ne maa yi yo 'do na ne, “Ka'ba doko lee ni dori ra?

and he went come show thing this him be lose descendent our they reason it
And he went and asked him, “For what reason do they finish our descendents?

. Je pii 'do 'bo-Jétéyi.”

we send thing for-hyena
We sent this message for hyena.”

. Ka nemaa yi, nakango bii, bo ledo ni-monjonjo,

and he went come then body dog that start with-vN.shiver
When he (hyena) was coming, then dog started shivering,
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

. alg, “Ye ka do ma boro yelo.”

he.say you(pl) cover head my down quickly
and he (dog) ask (the chief), “You cover my head quickly.”

Naka moku do  bii bord. Di-'bonda naka, jét€yi bo i,
then VNcover head dog down from-there then hyena that come
Then he covered dog’s head. From there the hyena came

ko vyi titi 'do alp, “Ala kopii 'do 'bo ma?”
and come ask thing he.say who SBsent thing for me,
and asked about the message, “Who sent me a message?”

DNere ya joolo, “Bii.” Ni-naka monaa 'do piya
chief PL said dog with-then VNtake thing out
The chiefs said, “Dog.” Then he took off the cover

di-do bii, amaa 'jaa bl no &ygo.
from-head dog, he.went found dog that died.
from dog’s head, and he found the dog dead.

Dere ya joolo, “Yikolu te, bo pii 'do 'bo-gi te no, dygo.”

Chief PL said  person that that sent thing for-you that that died
The chief said, “That person who sent the message for you has died.”

Naka jét€yi bo joolo, “Gbeti nere, gomona ka bii na dpil 'do
then hyena that said  children chief man this and dog this sent thing

Then that hyena said, “Chiefs, this man and this dog sent me a message

'bo-ma ka kora ngii. Bii go joolo,
for-me be empty at.once dog remain he.say
for nothing. The dog says that

mo go do mene, telo mo go 'laa mene.
I remain kill them seems I remain find them
I still kill them, I still harm them.

Ko'jaa dyo6 'do mee ni-kut€  mee, mo g2 dd mene tiya.”
SB.find he.died thing their with-alone their I remain kill them not.
Because he died alone, I do not still kill them.”

Kurukudu komo ma ndawa.

ends story my that.is.it
The story ends here.
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Gomo to ni-1émi moo (Gomo)
Man other with-sister  his
Another man with hi sister

Transcribed and glossed by By Deng Gideon Kol in March 2012; ‘Beli think the story is
true; it is told to each a lesson; told in the evening with children and adults around the
fire.

1.Gomo to  ni-lémi mooamaa ni dinyd-'bori
Man other with-sister his he.went they middle-bush
A certain man with his sister went into the middle of the bush

2. laki 'bo-panga, ko maa go ni kpa-kara.
hunt for-animal and went sit they at-pool
for hunting animals, and they sat at the river side.

3.Ka gomo nda jo ga-lémi moo, ka 'dp, bono ne
And man that told to-sister his and ask so.that she
And that man sent his sister to bring

4. maa yi ni-mini, ka neye. Di-'bonda, aco 'bi,
went bring with-water and he drink. From-there he.fell sleep,
water and he drank. From there he fell sleep,

5.1€mi moojo ge-ne, alp, “'Do, na ka 'be mi-ndoma,
sister his told to-him he.say thing this CONT move in-grass
his sister told him that, “There is something moving in the grass

6.ka neka yi ro-lee.” Lendo moote ka do'bi nduwé,
and it CONT come toward-us brother her that CONT lay.sleep continues
coming to us.” Her brother continued to sleep,

7. naka 1émi moo te, bo maa do kpa-holo moo, ko joolo, “Panga, na ka yi.”
then sister his that that went beat at-buttock his and said animal this CONT come
then his sister went and beat him, and said, “Animal is coming.”

8. Jo, “Nyii toro, ka t€gé€ 'bora jo.” Nate lendo moo maa nyii toro,
say get up and listen around sound. When brother her go get up
She said, “Get up and listen for the sound!” When her brother got up,

9.anaa mee moo, ko kii na-panga nda ne, kambeti mangirawa.

he.take spear his and wait before-animal that he instead monitor.lizard
he took his spear and waited for the animal coming, (but) instead it was a lizard.
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Nate alp neka 'duu ni-mee,
when he.try he CONT spear with-spear
When he tried to spear (the lizard) with spear

naka mangirawa te, bo ledo ni-moho, alo, “Kidi cé€ ma,
then lizard that that start with-VN.talk say = if  spear me
then the lizard began talking saying, “If you spear me,

"6 gi neyoo di-'be digobati-gi, ka kidimba ma,yi ti = y00.”
father your he die at-home at.after-your and if leave me you will die.
your father will die at home; and if you leave me alone, you will die.”

Di-'bonda naka, 1émi moo te, bo h¢ mee te piya di-jT moo,
From-there then sister his that that return spear that out from-hand his
At this point, his sister took the spear out of his hand,

“Do, na ka lowa na, ny€ kpe, 4'do ka 'do, na ma
thing which be woman this bad so if  be thing which I
(and said), “To be a woman is so bad; If [ were

ka hogi, pbaa ti  mo cé€€ mangirawa na.” Naka lendo moo, bo
be man suppose will 1 spear lizard this then brother her that
a man like you, I could have speared this lizard.” Then her brother

hé¢ mee te piya di-ji moo, kana ka momaa c€€ moo mangirawa te.
take spear that out from-hand her then CONT VNwent spear his lizard that
took the spear from her, and went spearing the lizard

Di-'bonda naka, momaa ti dihé 'be ni,
from-there then VNwent back home they
From there, then they came back home,

nate adoo ni pete ngo-'be, npba atégé ka do kulu ni.
when he.reach they near at-home then he.hear be cry shouting they
and when they came near the home, they heard people crying at home.

Lendo moote jo ga-lémi moo, alp  “Mangirawa, te je d0 te, na
Brother her that told to-sister his  he.say lizard that we kill that that
Her brother said to his sister, “That lizard we killed

angd ka 'b6 lee y0o, waa.” Lémi moojo ge-ne,

make be father our died know  sister his told to-him,
made our father die.” His sister told him,
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21. alp, “A'do ka'do, na yi yoo te, tiwala
she.say if be thing this you die this FUT.who
saying, “If you die, who will

22.ti nelu je digobati-gi, b6 lee no andee ko'boo?”
will he feed us from.after-your father our that old already
take care and feed us after you (die), (since) our father is already old?”

23. Kurukudu komo ma ndawa.
ends story my that.is.it
The end of story.

Komo dingo-nd, na ma ra lu (Ma)
Story about-lady this mother some feed
Story about lady whom her mother feeds

Transcribed and glossed by By Deng Gideon Kol in March 2012; Author is Dafala
Rajab Elder—an intertainer; told at a gathering of ‘Beli for all ages; true story.

I. Po kendeno to, na mi moo lu ne.
Long time lady other who mother her feed her
Long ago, there was a lady whom the mother fed her.

2. Nate aléti, md moo be ka ji gbee ne ni-'bolo ti,
when grow mother her want be people marry her with-money not
When she grew, her mother didn’t want her to be married with a dowry;

3. ddu 'bora, kidi yikdlu, na ka mnaa no nda moo,
want about if person this be take daughter that her,
she wanted, if anybody want to marry her daughter,

4. ne maake hu moo mi-konjo.
he go open anus his in-drum
he would go and open his anus in a dancing place.

5. Di-'bonda, yikolu bonji agp yi ni-"bolo ga-mand  nda,
from-there people many used.to come with-money to-woman that
At that time, many people used to come with money for that woman

6. ka 'do, bo gbee 1o ndane, ko gop nga dingo-ra.

and thing that marry daughter that it and keep reject about-some.
so as to marry the daughter, and she kept refusing it.
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'Bi kototo, ji ka kpe mbala'be to  nete ngo-'be mee,
day one other people CONT dance song home other near at-home their
One day, there was dancing near their home,

o nda gba amaa mi-konjo liyota,
daughter that also went in-drum there
the daughter also went to the dancing there,

naka gomo to, bo paningo ka bola, ko yi ne mi-konjo,
then man other that start body be naked and come he in-drum

then there was another man who started running naked, came into the dancing place,

modoo, na adoo mi-konjo, ake hu moo,
VN.arrive this he.arrive in-drum he.open anus his
When he arrive in the dancing place, he opened his anus

ko fti ke koto mi-ho, ka 1o nda 'jaa, naka motp moo,
and repeat open again in-four and daughter that see then left her
and he repeated it four more times, and that daughter saw (him), then she left

ko maa ga-mi moo, ko jo 'bora ka 'do, na gomo to, bo ke
and went to-mother her and tell about be thing this man other that open
and went to her mother and told her mother that there was a man

hu moo 'd6 mi-konjo 'jéna.
anus his  exist in-drum today
who opened his anus in a dancing place that day.

Mbowa ti gomo te doo, ko joolo, “Mo yi 'bo-'ja ma.”
little it man that arrive and said 1  come for-wife my
After a little while, that man arrived and said, “I have come for my wife.”

Naka gomo nda, bo tp ni-ja moo. Nate amaa doo ni 'be
then man that that left with-wife his When he.go arrive they home
Then the man left with his wife. When they reached home,

ago d6 no nda,naka n0 bo 'ja, ko maa ga-ma moo,
he.keep beat lady that then lady that run and go to-mother her
he started beating the lady, then she run back to her mother,

ko joolo, “Maa, 4d0 ma baci.” Ma moo jo ge-ne alp,

and said  mother he.beat me much mother her said to-her he.said
saying, “Mother, he beat me so much.” Then her mother told her, saying

-58 -



18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

“Go boré 'bona, 1o ma, yi ti naa gomona ti kpe.”
sit down here daughter my you will take man this not again.
“Sit down here my daughter. You will not be married to this man again.”

Mbowa, ho'do moo doo, ko titi matoo moo alp,
little  husband her arrive and ask mother-inlaw his say
A little while later, her husband arrived and asked his mother-in-law saying,

“Ja mayi 'bona diindo?” Matoo moo jo ge-ne dina alp,
wife my come here how? mother-in-law his said to-him like.this saying
“How did my wife come here?” His mother-in-law asked him like this saying,

“Yi do ne, na a'ja ko yi 'bona ni.”

you beat her this run and come here with.

“You are the one beating her who ran and came here.”
Gomo nda joolo, “Mo du  'bo-jla ma, ka je to 'be lee.”
man thatsaid [ want for-wife my and we leave home our
The man said, “I want my wife so that we can go back to our home.”

Mind nda joolo, “I)0 ma ti  maa ni-yi ti  kpe,
woman that said daughter my will go with-you not again,
That woman said, “My daughter will not be married to you again,

'bowayi 'bolo to, na  gbee ne, nenda.”
because money other which marry her it not
because you did not pay a dowry.”

Gomo nda joolo, “Alee, yi nba, maake hu gi mi-konjo mi-muti,
man that said it.good you also go open anus your in-drum in-three,
That man said, “It is good, you are also going to open your anus in a dancing place;

nba 1o gi ne te boré ni-yi. 7 Miénd nda joolo,
then daughter your she remain down with-you woman that said
then your daughter will remain with you.” That woman said,

“I)o ma joo, ke nigi, ka monji joo.”
daughter my compare open yours and I see compare
“My daughter, you open yours so that I may compare (yours to mine).

Nakano nda,bo ke hu mooga-md moo. Mind nda joolo,

then lady that that open anus her to-mother her. Woman that said
Then that lady opened her anus to her mother. That woman said,
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29. “No ma, kidi nigi, ko dina  ka yi kpili na, nba nima ne diindo?
daughter my if yours and like.this be you small this, then mine it how
“My daughter, if yours is like this and you are still young, then how will mine be?
30. Y1 ye to  ni-ho'do gi.” Di-'bonda, atp ni-ho'do moo.
you(sg) you(pl) left with-husband your from-there she.left with-husband her
You go with your husband.” Then she left with her husband.

Komo dingo-Rombeki (Rombeki)
Story about-Rumbek
The Story about Rumbek

Transcribed and glossed by By Deng Gideon Kol in March 2012

1. Rombeki ne ka dohayi Yi'béli po,
Rumbek it be land peopleBeli long
Long ago Rumbek was the land of Beli people,

2. ka méré ka ronga Beki ka dohayi
and mean be forest Beki be land
meaning the Beki's forest and the land

3. Yigabi ka Yimu. Beki kodi yibodo 'be nda,
peopleGabi and peopleMu Beki owner big head home that
belonging to Gabi and Mu people. Beki was the leader of all of them,

4. ka nenba ango  bali mini-Jono, bo 166 ka Amonom.
and he also he.had friend with-Dinka that call be Amonom
and he also had a friendship with a Dinka man called Amonom.

5. Jono ndiya nda agp yi ni 'be Beki
Dinka those that used.to come they home Beki
Those Dinkas used to come to Beki's home

6. 'ba'bayi 'bo-mo'do ra ka bali mee.
every.day for-VN.be it be friend their
every day because he was their friend.

7. Ka kidiadoo ni 'be, agdo nyoo 'domonyo ni pili diga-gbe'dongari.
and if reach they home, used.to eat food they all from.to-children
And if they arrived home, they used to eat all the food and (not give any) to children.

8. Di-'bonda, awaa ni Bekika yikdlu mori,

from-there, know they Beki be person rich
From this they knew Beki was a rich person,
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naka mo'b¢ mee 1o, bo 166 ka Akoni boyi, ga-Beki ni, bono ka 'do,
then VN.give their daughter that call be Akonboyi to-Beki they so  be thing
and then they gave a girl called Akonboyi to Beki so that

na 'be Beki, ne 'do ka 'do mee, 'bowayiBekinaa 1o mee.
this home Beki it  happen be thing theirs, because Beki take daughter their
everything for Beki will be theirs, because Beki took their daughter (in marriage).

Beki pba, ne mini-lendo  moo, bo 166 ka Mbele.
Beki also he in.with-brother his that call be Mbele
Beki also had his brother called Mbele.

Nate Mbele ne ngo 'jaa Jono, bo go 'dee
when Mbele he make see Dinka that keep pull
When Mbele looked into this issue of Dinkas

ga-mene ka bii 'domonyo nda ga-gbe'dongari,
to-them and place food that to-children
coming to them so that the children do not have food,

atg, ko maa nji bii 'be  ngolo Malenyi,
he.left and went look place home hill Maleny
he went and looked for a new place for settling in Malenyi's hill.

ne pbaagy maabii 'be nda moo 'ba'bayi ga-moco ra.
he also keep go  place home that his everyday to-build nearby
He went there every day to build a house.

Nate amaa co pili, Mbele nyii, ko kaka 'do,
when go  build all, Mbele migrate and CONTremain exist
When all the building was finished, Mbele migrated and remained there,

na ji g0 1060 cocona ka Makambele,
this people keep call now be makambele
where people now call it Makambele,

méré ka  maa kaka Mbele. Nate lendo moo Bekine ngo  nji 'do,
mean CONT go CONTremain Mbele when brother his Beki he make look thing
meaning remaining of Mbele. When his brother Beki looked into this matter,

piri  Jono, pbani aye ne, naka monyii moo, ko mba Rombeki ga-Joyo.

word Dinka then stretched it  then migrate his and leave Rumbek to-Dinkas.
the situation of Dinkas, then he was fed up and migrated, left Rumbek to Dinkas.
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20. Ko'di  mi-kada na'jéna, bii, na dohayi na ka Rombeki,
SBtouch in day this today place this land this be Rumbek
Up to today this land called Rumbek

21. tene ga-Jond no ne ndawa.
remain.it to-Dinka how it that.is.it
remains to Dinkas.

Komo Yikolu Gbord  (Yikolu)
Story person selfish
Story of a Selfish Person

Told by Nyonyo Kobi (young man who is a well-known singer and storyteller; the story
teaches the lesson that it is important to hunt with others—if you hunt alone, you may
be selfish; written from memory—not recorded), transcribed by Peter, glossed by Deng
Gideon Kol in Mar 2012.

1. Yikolu gborod to ato  laki moo, ko maa do panga,
person selfish certain leave hunt his and went kill animal
A certain selfish man left for hunting, and killed an animal,

2. aya, ko leri, ko le tata 'do,
skin and skin and dig table exist
skined it, and dug a table,

3. ko te pa'do holo-tata te, ko bii da moo,
and set fire under-table that and smoke meat his
and set a fire under the table, and smoked his meat,

4. ko pygma, ko ndi ko'boo, ko mna piya, ko caca do-mbili pobi.
and roast and gather already and take out and putRP on-ear leaf
and roasted (it), and gathered (it) and put on a leaf (to cool).

5. Naka moro, bo yi wowo da te 'bori.
then lion that come carryRP meat that away
Then a lion came and took that meat away.

6. Naka yikolu gboro, bo yi  di-taa, ako bor6 da te moo ni-anda.
then person selfish that come from-there search down meat this his with-not
Then selfish man who came from there, searched for the meat without (finding it),

7. Yikolu gboro te agd ni-moko "bora.

person selfish that keep with-VNsearch around
the selfish man kept on searching.
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. Moro druu kori  do-ra, naka yikolu gboro bo  jolo,

lion roar sBfight on-it then person selfish that said
The lion roared for fighting, then that selfish man said,

“Lenoma, kidi ne 'bo-gi, 'b€ ga-ma.
please if it for-you give to-me
“Please, if you have it, give it to me.

10. Kidi anda di'bo-gi, ma ko 'bora ka maa 'jaa.”

11.

if not with.for-you I  search around be go find
If you don’t have it, I will go look for it.”

Kurukudu komo ma ndawa.
end story my that.is.it
This is the end of my story.

Komo dingo-kori Mondo ka Yi'béli (Zende)
Story about-war Zende and peopleBeli
Story about war between Zende and Beli peoples

Written by Mbio Nelson Moli, transcribed by By Deng Gideon Kol in March 2012; told

be

1.

elders and passed down; true story.

Mondo ka yikolu, bo mbe, ka mene ni-nere, bo 106 17  moo ka Gbuduwé.
Zende be people that brave and they with-king that call name his be Gbuduwe
Zende are the brave people and they have a king called Gbuduwe.

Anani kori  mini-Yi'béli ni. 'Do, na ango  kori, ne niga-Yi'béli,
start SBwar with-peopleBeli they thing which make sBwar it with.to-people Beli
They started fighting Beli people. Thing they used to fight was against Beli people

ne ka bila panga ka hinya Yi'béli.
it be horn animal and gun peopleBeli.
with horns of animal and bows and arrows.

Mongos, na anpd kori, kodo  Yi'béli di-tungu ruwa,
vNmake which make sBwar SBchase peopleBeli from-side river
When they started fighting, they chased the Beli people from the side of the river,

ko 'di dohayi Jono kpa-mini bogbéni, bo 166 11 ra ka Nili.
and reach land  Dinka at-water  big that call name it be Nile
and until they reached the Dinka land at the big water called the Nile river.

-63 -



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Modo, na Mondo, do  Yi'béli, ko 'di  dohayi Jono vya,
VNchase who Zende chase peopleBeli and reach land Dinka PL,
The chasing of Zende chased the Beli people and they reached the Dinka's land,

anaa ha pili diga-Jono.  Di-'bonda, Jono maayi ga-mene, ko joolo,
take cow all from.to-Dinka from-there Dinka go come to-them and said
taking all the cows from the Dinka. From there those Dinkas came to them and said,

“Kidi ye ka Io'bi bord mini-ndori ya,ye go jiji kabiha raa ji  ge.
if  you be sleep down in.with-night PL you keep tied rope cow many hand your
“If you are going to sleep at night, you tie the rope of the cows against your hand.”

Nate amaa 'di  ka ndori, Mondo ndiya te ango ni  di-bii te  ajo ne ga-mene.
When go reach be night Zende those that do they from-place that tell it to-them
When it reached night, those Zende did as it was told to them.

Mo'do, na yikolu, 'do boro ko'boo,
VNsleep where people sleep down already
When they had all fallen asleep,

naka Jono bo pani monyoo tord mini-ri  ha ndiya te.
then Dinka that start vNeat song with-name cow those that
then those Dinkas started singing a song with the names of their cows.

Nate ha ndiyate tégé€ ri  mee nba, naka monani mondo kpe ni,
when cow those that hear name their also then VNstart VNrolling so they
When those cows heard their names, then they started jumping a lot,

ko hp ni-mo'de'de Mondo ndiya te  boro,
and start with-vNpullRP Zende those that down
and pulling down those Zendes,

ko koko do wato ya ngo-dala, ka nbala wato ya hehengo,
and break head someone PL at-stone and arm someone PL broken
and broke the heads and arms of others against rocks,

ka Yi'beéli 'be'be nyata nima todi raa  mini-hinya Yi'béli.
and peopleBeli shoot remain one alive many with-gun  peopleBeli
and the Beli people shot those who were still alive with arrow.

Bii, na ji dari ko-Mondo neno, ne nda diya waa.

place where people defeat between-Zende it.this it that like know
This was how Beli people defeated the Zende.
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17. 'Do,

bo nongo

'ba'ba Yi'béll

ka Mondo, ndawa.

thing that make.happen between peopleBeli and Zende be.like.that
The thing that happened between Beli people and Zende was like this.

Glossary

Word Example Definition

syllable ko lo ro inkoloro The parts of a word that can be divided
'neck’ according to beats.

consonant m 1 in Letter sounds that begin syllables; a
méno 'woman' consonant cannot be a syllable by itself.

vowel a o0 in Letter sounds that end a syllable; a vowel
méno 'woman' can be a syllable by itself.

heavy vowel € in Vowel letters /4, €, 1, 0/ with dots (/u/ is
h¢ 'return, open’ also heavy).

light vowel e in Vowel letters /a, e, i, 9, o/ without dots.
he break’

noun mord 'lion', A person, animal, place, thing, or idea.
dari 'noise'

verb at) 'left', An action, motion, change, state, or equal
maa 'went' sign between words.

tone (pitch) [ <] H,L How high or low a syllable sounds, or the

rising or falling sound of a syllable.

rising tone

bii [“] MH 'place’

The rising sound in a syllable.

falling tone

bii [\] HL 'dog'

The falling sound in a syllable.

level tone bi [{]L 'hair' Tone of a syllable that is High, Mid, or
Low, but not rising or falling.
long (doubled) |1 in Two vowel letters used for rising or falling
vowel bii 'place’ tone.
short (single) |1 in One vowel letter used for level tone.
vowel bi 'hair'
adverb bord yelo in A word that tells how an action happens.
Ye ku do ma boro yelo.
"You cover my head
down quickly.’
pronoun a- on alo in A word or prefix used instead of a noun.
Naka ngo bii, bo ledo ni-
monjonjo, aly, . . .
'Then the dog, who
started shivering, he
says, ...'
subject mo in A pronoun doing an action that has
completive Kidi mo 'jaa 'do, finished.
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pronoun ma ka mbe.
'If I find something,
1 will fight!
subject ma in A pronoun doing an action that has not
incompletive Kidi mo 'jaa 'do, finished.
pronoun ma ka mbe.
'If I find something,
1 will fight!
object pronoun | ma in A pronoun that receives the action.
Yikolu nji ma.
'People saw me.'
possessor ma in A pronoun that owns or possesses
pronoun Yikolu nji ko ma. 'People | something.
saw my eyes.'
prefix a- in The letters added to the beginnings of
Ale go. words.
'He dug a hole.'
root le in The original part of a word, or a word
Ne ka le go. without any prefix.
'He digs a hole.'
preposition na- in A word that introduces nouns and tells
Ama na-yikolu. about an action.
'He goes before the
person.’
demonstrative | na in A word that points to or shows a noun;
Yikolu na ka yi. always follows the noun.

'This person is coming.’

relative clause

nambe in
Yikolu, na mbe, ka yi.
'Person who is brave is

A group of words with a verb that
identifies or describes a noun.

relative clause
connector

coming.’

na in

Yiko6lu, na mbe, ka yi.
'Person who is brave is

A word that introduces a relative clause.

connector

coming.’

ka in

Ka mo g3 'be bo-kilinba.
'And looking for a bone.’

A word that introduces a group of words
with a verb.
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Keystrokes for 'Bé€li Alphabet Letters

Those writing 'BEli on the computer need to know how to make the 'BEIi letters.
Keystrokes are the computers keys to press for making the letters.

Before making the letters, you must have 7avulfesofi Keyman installed on your
computer. You must also have the GE keyboard installed in 7avulatesofi Keyman, and

this keyboard must be turned on.

To make some letters such as a, you only need to press one key. For others such as & or
b, you need to press two or three keys.

To make &, you first press ; then a. If it doesn’t work, something may not be installed
correctly on your computer.

To make 'b, you first press ' twice, then b. To make p, first press ; then n. To make o,
first press / then ].

To make vowels with underlines, first press_then the letter. For example, to make 4,
first press_then ; then a. To make 9, first press_then ].

The keystrokes for all the letters are listed below.

Letters Keystrokes | Letters Keystrokes | Letters Keystrokes
a a A A a a
a :a A A i a
b b B B

Vb Hb |B HB

c c C C

d d D D

Vd " d |D HD

€ € E E € e
€ ;€ E :E é ;e
g g G G

gb gb Gb Gb

h h H H

i i I I i d
i (i I | i i
j j J J

4 "] U] 7

k k K K

kp kp Kp Kp

1 1 L L

m m M M

mb mb Mb Mb

n n N N
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nd nd Nd Nd

ng ng Ng Ng

nj nj Nj Nj

ny ny Ny Ny

n ;n I ;N

pb ;nb b ;Nb

m ;nm m ;Nm

0 o O 0] 0 0
o 0 ) :0 0 0
o /] 0 /} 6] N
P p P P

r r R R

t t T T

u u U U u u
w w w \\%

y y Y Y

Answers to Exercises

Answers to the exercises of this book are given below.

Exercise 1
a akora i ki'di Y
a ménya j ji nb
b binya 'j "jolo ym
b "boti k kiliru 0
c camanija kp kpa 0
d do 1 1i'bo )
'd 'du m moro p
e hegbe mb mbaga r
e céré n noko t
g gona nd ndt u
gb gbanda ng ngihi w
h ha nj njolo y
i ki'di ny nyipo'do

Exercise 2

number of syllables | divided into syllables

2 kagba ka gba

kiliru ki i ru

nihi
nbala
nma
komo
konbo
ko
pa'do
ru
timara
hu'bu
wari
yii

leopard
giraffe



gbe

_ gona
kuru'bu
wari
binya
mba
laweya
ndori
akora
konjo

hu'bu

Exercise 3

Consonants have been underlined instead of circled.

ol | I =

(@) o o o ©

L = I~
© o

[~}
IR
[~}

i n

1o
g‘,—
=

o

stick
child
dress
broom
thief
year
honey
sweet potatoe
goat
wing
grass
gun

frog
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obe

go na

ku ru 'bu
wa ri

bi nya

mba

la we va
ndo ri

a ko ra
ko njo

hu 'bu, _

child

axe

dove

shoe

goat

breast

short sorghum
night

chicken

drum

oil



Exercise 4

pihi moon
pihi moon
pihi moon
pihi moon
pihi moon
pihi moon
pihi moon
kani parable
kani parable
gbanda cassava
gbanda cassava
gbanda cassava
gbanda cassava
gbanda cassava
kagba  /leopard
kagba  /eopard
Exercise 5

Light

pere  chief
pere  chief
pere  chief
ki'di elephant
ki'di elephant
ki'di  elephant
ki'di elephant
'bo footprint
'bo footprint
'bo footprint
'bo footprint
g0 hole

go hole

g0 hole

go hole

Test Word
1o body ngihi
ngéri  free ngihi
noli whistling ngihi
ngete  near (adv) ngihi
gulu deep place ngihi
pi'du blind person ngihi
ngaa take, marry (v) | ngihi
mind  woman kangi
kapa ostrich kangi
gbo fence pbanda
gbani  many npbanda
pboko  molar tooth pbanda
gbi guest npbanda
gbulu  alive pbanda
kiligba bone manba
togbe  gourd manba
Test Word Heavy

reme squirrel | céré star
céjé honey céré star
hégbé  rat céré star
pii bamboo | ki'di  spoon
kii stool ki'di  spoon
ni dream ki'di  spoon
mini water ki'di  spoon
do head 'bo egg
no daughter | 'bo egg
holo tail 'bo egg
ho'do  husband | 'bo egg
kumu  hare gu arrow
kuru'bu dove gu arrow
'bolo money | gu arrow
ho'bo  oil gu arrow
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Write correctly
fish ngo
fish ngeéri
fish ngoli
fish nete
fish ngulu
fish ni'du
fish naa
spur méns
spur kanga
whip | gbo
whip | gbani
whip | gboko
whip | nbi
whip | gbulu
adultery | kiligba
adultery | togbe

Write correctly

reme
céjé
hegbe
pii

kii

ni

mini

do

1o

holo
ho'do
komo
kuru'bu
'bolo

hu'bu



Exercise 6

(Panga 3)
ere maa 'b¢ bil ga-mene. The chief went and gave a place to them.

(Panga 5-6)

Naka mogp mee ni-bord ka do mee,  7hen they came out with a law
ko ko piya ni-16ni mee. that could govern them (their head).

(Bii 4)

Ye gbeti nere ya, ye pii 'do 'bo-jétéyi. You sons of chiefs, send message for hyena.

Ma 5

Yikdlu bonji agp yi ni-'bolo Many people used to come with money
ga-ménd nda. for that woman.

(M4 8)

16 nda nba amaa mi-konjo liyota. That daughter also went to dancing place.

(Rombeki 14)

Atp, ko maa nji bii He left and went and looked for a place
'be ngolo Malenyi. for a home in Malenyi's hill.

(Zende 11)

Naka Jono bo nani monyoo toro Then those Dinka started singing songs
mini-ri ha ndiya te. with the names of those cows.

Exercise 7

Verbs are in bold instead of underlined.

(Panga 3)

DNere maa b€ bii ga-mene.

(Panga 22-23)

Na ka yii, bo gaga mene pili, ka nene mo.

(B1i 12)
Amaa 'jaa bii no dygo.

(Gomo 11)

Naka mangirawa te, bo ledo ni-moho, aly, . .

(M4 9)
Naka gomo to, bo nani ngo ka bola,
ko yi ne mi-konjo.

(Rombeki 8)

Di-'bonda, awaa ni Beki ka yikolu mori.

(Zende 14)
Ko koko do wato ya ngo-dala,
ka nbala wato ya hehengo.
Exercise 8

Test Word Write correctly

Chief went and gave a place to them.

This was snake who bit all of them,
and (only) he remained alive.

He went and found that the dog died.
Then lizard, who started talking, said

Then man, who started body be naked,
came into the dancing place.

So, they knew Beki was rich person.

They broke heads of some on rocks,
and arms of others were broken.

Test Word Write correctly
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da
da
joolo
joolo
moo
mo
ka
ka
'jaa
'jaa
ye
ye

bi smoke something | bii
bi  hair bi
yi come yi
yi snake yii
ma  go, went maa
ma my, me ma
doo  head do
doo  Jay do
'do6  Jay down 'doo
'doo  thigh 'do
'do  thing 'do
'do  cultivate 'doo
Exercise 9
(Zende 10)
ko'boo | Mo'do, na yikolu, 'do bord ko'bo, . . .
(Bii 14-15)
ngii | Gomo na ka bii na &pii 'do

'bo-ma ka kora ngi.

(Gomo 21-22)

ko'boo | Tiwala ti ne lu je digobati-gi,

taa

'b0 lee no andee ko'bs?

(Yikolu 6)

Exercise 10

moo

(Rombeki 11)

Beki ngba, ne mini-lendo mo.
(Bii 5)
Ka 'ba doko le ni dori ra.

Bii 17)

Ko'jaa 4y00 'do me ni-kuté me, . . .

(Gomo 13)
Lémi mo te,

bo hé mee te piya di-ji mo.
(Gomo 22)
'B6 le no andee ko'boo?
(Panga 5-6)
Nate amaa doo do-me,

naka mogp me ni-boro

Naka yikolu gboro, bo yi di-ta.

meat

tie something
say

a dress

his

7

and

be, is, am
run

find, search
drink something
you all

When the people already féll asleep, . .

This man and this dog sent a message
for me that is completely empty.

Who will feed us afier you die,
(since) your father is already old?

Then a seltish person came fiom there.

Beki had his brother.

Why do they kill our descendents?

Finding he died alone
(their thing with their alone) . . .

His sister took the spear
out of his hand.

Our father is already old.

When they arrived to their settlement,

then their coming out
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_mee ka do me,
mee ko ko piya ni-161i me.
(Mi 19)
moo_ Ho'do mo doo,
_moo ko titi matoo mo alyp, . . .
(Mi 22)
lee.  Kajeto'bele.

Exercise 11

be their head
and come out with their law.

Her husband arrived
and asked his mother-in-law, . .

And we go to our home.

Test Word Write correctly | Test Word Write correctly
bii  smoke something | bii da meat da
bi hair bi da tie something da
yi come yi joolo  say joolo
yii  snake yii jolo  adress jolo
maa go, went maa moo Ais moo
ma my, me ma mo [/ mo
do  head do ka and ka
do lay do ka be, is, am ka
'do6  Jay down 'doo ja run Yja
'do  thigh 'do laa  find, search Yjaa
'do  thing 'do ye drink something | ye
'doo  cultivate 'doo ye  you all ye

Exercise 12

(Bii 1-10)
Bii ka jétéyi agg "be ni koto,

“Wayi ni-na, jét€yi ka nyoo ko ma pili 'bora?”

Anyll toro, ko maa ga-nere alg,
“Ye gbeti pere ya, ye pii 'do 'bo-jéteyi.”
Ka ne maa yi y2 'do na ne,

“Ka 'ba doko lee ni dori ra.

Je pii 'do 'bo-Jéteyi.”

Ka ne maa yi,

naka ngo bii, bo ledo ni-monjonjo,
alg, “Ye ku do ma boro yelo.”
Naka moku do bii boro,

di-'bonda naka, jét€yi bo yi,

ko yi titi 'do alp,

Exercise 13
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Dog and hyena went moved together,
“Why is hyena eating my descendents?”
He migrated and went to chief saying,
“You chiefs, send message for hyena.”
And he went came and asked him,

“Why do they finish our descendents?
We sent this message for hyena.”

When he (hyena) went coming,

body of dog started shivering,

he asked, “You cover my head quickly.”
Then he covered dog’s head,

from there the hyena came . . .

and came asked about the message said,
“Who sent me a message?”



(Gomo 1-2)

Gomo to ni-lémi moo
amaa ni dinyd-'bori
laki 'bo-panga,
ko maa go ni kpa-kara.
(Gomo 5-6)
“Do, na ka 'be mi-ndoma,
ka ne ka yi ro-lee.”
(Gomo 9)
Ko kii na-panga nda ne,
kambeti mangirawa.
Nate alp ne ka 'duu ni-mee, naka . . .

(Panga 2-3)

Ko maa ni ga-pere ka 'do,

na ddu 'bo-bi mogo ni.
(Panga 16)
Y71 wala, na ka nyoo 'do di-kpatuli na?
(Panga 19)
Naka molg mo piya mini-kori ga-jétéy1i.
(Panga 21)
Naka molp mo piya ga-kori
ga-jéteyi ya ni-kagba.
(Panga 22)

Kana ka momaa tu mee ro-yii.

Exercise 14

(Panga 12)

Mo be yikélu to, bo titi ma, ti.
(Panga 13-14)

Mo be yikolu, bo tu ro-ma, ti.

Kidi tu ro-ma,

ma ka gaa hutundunyu gi.”

(Bii 7)

Ka ne maa yi,

naka ngo bii, bo ledo ni-monjonjo.
(Bii 13)

Yikolu te, bo pii 'do 'bo-gi te no, dyoo.
(Mi 1-4)

Po kende 16 to, na ma moo lu ne.
Nate aléti,

mi moo be ka ji gbee ne ni-"bolo ti,
ddu 'bora,

kidi yikolu, na ka paa n6é nda moo,

A certain man with his sister
went into the middle of the bush
hunting for animals,

and they sat at the river side.

“There is something moving in the grass
and it comes towards us.”

And he waited before that animal

but instead it was a lizard.

when he tried to spear it with a spear, then . .
And they (lion, leopard, hyena, snake)

went to the chief for a thing,

which they want a place for settlement.

Who are you eating things from this rubbish?
Then he went out ready to fight to the hyena.

Then he (lion) when out to fight
to the hyena and with leopard.

And he stepped on the snake.

1 don'’t want anyone, who asks me.

1 don’t want anyone, who steps on me.
If anyone steps on me
1 will bite your ankle.

And when he (hyena) was coming
then the body of dog, that started shivering.

That person, who sent message for you, died.

Long ago was lady, whom mother fed her.
When she grew

her mother didn’t want her married with dowry
she wanted,

if anybody, that want to marry her daughter
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ne maa ke hu moo mi-konjo.
(Mai 22)

Mo du 'bo-'ja ma, ka je to 'be lee.
(Panga 7)

Mo be dari ka turé ti.

(Gomo 17-18)

Di-"bonda naka, momaa ti dihé 'be ni,
nate adoo ni gete ngo-'be,

pba &tggé ka dp kulu ni.

(Gomo 19-20)
Mangirawa, te je do te,
na ango ka 'bo lee yoo waa.

Exercise 15

(Gomo 1-9)

he go and open his anus in a dancing place.
1 want my wife, and we go to our house.

1 don’t want noise or dust.

From there then, they came back home
and when they came near the home

then they heard people crying at home.

The lizard, that we killed,
[ know that made our father die.

Gomo to ni-lémi moo amaa ni dinya-'bori Certain man with sister went to bush

laki 'bo-panga,
ko maa go ni kpa-kara.
Ka gomo nda jo ga-1émi moo,
ka 'dg, bono ne maa yi ni-mini,
ka ne ye.
Di-"bonda, aco 'bi,
1€ém1 moo jo ge-ne, alp,
“Do, na ka 'be mi-ndoma,
ka ne ka yi ro-lee.”

to hunt for animals,

and they went to sit at river side.
And that man said to his sister,

and asked so that she brought water
and he drank.

From there, he fell asleep,

his sister told him, saying,

“There is thing moving in grass
and coming to us.”
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