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IIIInnnnttttrrrroooodddduuuuccccttttiiiioooonnnn

In the Bongo language, there are several di6erent types of words:  nouns, verbs, 
pronouns, adjectives, modi8ers, adverbs, connectors, and others.  This dictionary lists 
many words and tells what kind of word each is.  It also gives the meaning of each 
word in English.  Each word is listed according to the order of the alphabet letters so 
that it is easier to 8nd the words.  This book also shows how each word should be 
spelled.  The lessons of the Bongo Consonant and Vowel Book  and the Bongo 
Grammar Book should be learned and used along with this dictionary.

It is especially important for those writing books and translating Scripture to check the 
spelling of words using this book.  If all writers spell the way that words are written in 
this dictionary, it will be easier for readers to recognize each word when they read it.   
Any words in this book that are not spelled correctly or have the wrong English 
meaning should be marked in pencil.  You should then tell the authors the correct 
spelling or meaning so that they can correct the next printing. 
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HHHHoooowwww    ttttoooo    RRRReeeeaaaadddd    aaaannnn    EEEEnnnnttttrrrryyyy    iiiinnnn    tttthhhhiiiissss    DDDDiiiiccccttttiiiioooonnnnaaaarrrryyyy

When you look in the dictionary, you will see many lines of words.  Some look similar 
to the example below:

bbbbaaaattttuuuuuuuu    {loki}    n  father-in-law    bbbbaaaattttuuuuuuuuwwwweeeeeeee

Here’s what the words mean:

• The word bbbbaaaattttuuuuuuuu in bbbboooolllldddd is called the ‘entry’.  All the words after it give 
information about this word.  All entries are listed according to the order of the 
Bongo alphabet letters.  See the BBBBoooonnnnggggoooo    AAAApppphhhhllllaaaabbbbeeeetttt    OOOOrrrrddddeeeerrrr below for the list of 
letters in order.  Entries that are nouns are in the singular form (only one of the 
noun). Entries that are verbs are in the incompletive form of the verb (with the 
beginning pre8x aaaa---- ).

• Next, the word {loki} in braces shows the entry is countable. The word {  kädërï  }   
shows an entry is uncountable. Only nouns can be countable or uncountable. Depending
on how they are used, some nouns are countable or uncountable and have both {loki, 
kädërï  }  . See CCCCoooouuuunnnnttttaaaabbbblllleeee    aaaannnndddd    UUUUnnnnccccoooouuuunnnnttttaaaabbbblllleeee    NNNNoooouuuunnnnssss below for more explanation.

• Next, the letter n in italics shows the word category (type of word) of the entry 
is a noun.  See the WWWWoooorrrrdddd    CCCCaaaatttteeeeggggoooorrrryyyy    AAAAbbbbbbbbrrrreeeevvvviiiiaaaattttiiiioooonnnnssss    below for a list of all possible 
word category abbreviations.  

• Next, the word father-in-law is the de8nition of the entry and shows its meaning 
in English.

• The next word bbbbaaaattttuuuu        uuuuwwww        eeeeeeee         in bbbboooolllldddd is the plural of the entry. It is how to say more 
than one of the noun. Only entries that are nouns have a plural form, and only 
some of the animate nouns (people and animals) have plural forms. The word 
ending -eeeeeeee shows it is a plural form. Many nouns do not have a plural form. See 
PPPPlllluuuurrrraaaallll    aaaannnndddd    SSSSiiiinnnngggguuuullllaaaarrrr    NNNNoooouuuunnnnssss below for more explanation.

Here is another entry.

aaaaggggbbbbooooddddoooo    [ag̀b͡ɔd̀ɔ̪]̀    v  collect, gather, accumulate (groundnuts)

• aaaaggggbbbboooo        ddddoooo         is the entry.  It has the pre8x (beginning letter) aaaa----  which shows it is 
incompletive form. All verbs in this dictionary are listed with incompletive form.
This means that all verbs are listed under the letter aaaa1. 

• [ag̀b͡ɔd̀ɔ̪]̀ shows how this word is pronounced. It has special letters that can be 
used for any language of the world so that non-Bongo speakers can correctly 
pronounce this word.

1 Although neither the completive nor command form have any pre8x (and would seem to be 
good forms for listing in the dictionary), some verbs do not have a command form (although 
they always have an incompletive form), and some verbs change in meaning from the 
incompletive to the completive or command forms. So, the incompletive form seems the best 
for listing verbs in the dictionary.
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• v   shows the word category of the entry is a verb.
• collect, gather, accumulate (groundnuts)   is the de8nition.

Here is another entry.

mmmmaaaayyyyaaaa1111        [maỳa]̀    {loki}    n  breast
mmmmaaaayyyyaaaa2222        [maỳa]̀    {kädërï}    n  milk
mmmmaaaayyyyaaaa3333        [mꜜaýa]́    {kädërï}    n  yam

• There is a small number 1111 after the entry aaaaddddaaaa1111.  This means there is another word
aaaaddddaaaa2222    that has the same letters but di6erent grammar or a completely di6erent 
meaning.  The word mmmmaaaayyyyaaaa1111    means ‘breast’ and  mmmmaaaayyyyaaaa2222    means ‘milk’.  These two 
words are related but ‘breast’ is countable and ‘milk’ is not. The word mmmmaaaayyyyaaaa33332222 
means ‘yam’. This is a completely di6erent meaning than ‘milk’ and ‘breast’. 
This mmmmaaaayyyyaaaacccc. is a di6erent word than the 8rst two and just happen to have the 
same spelling.

• [maỳà  ]   is the pronunciation for ‘breast’ and ‘milk’ and [mꜜaýá  ]   is the 
pronunciation for ‘yam’. The tone marks above the vowel letter [a,̀ a]́ helps 
everyone see the di6erence in tone between mmmmaaaayyyyaaaa [maỳà  ]   ‘breast’, ‘milk’ (with 
Low tone) and mmmmaaaayyyyaaaa    [mꜜaýá  ]   ‘yam’ (with down-stepped High tone).

• n   shows the word category is a noun.
• breast, milk, yam   are the de8nitions.
    

Now look at another example entry.

nnnnggggaaaakkkkaaaa    ggggëëëëllll     adv  1) left side   2) north

• nnnnggggaaaakkkkaaaa    ggggëëëëllll            is the entry.
• adv   shows the word category is an adverb.
• Next, we read 1) left side   2)   north  .  These are two de8nitions (meanings) of the 

entry, where the de8nitions are related (similar) in some way.  1) left side is the 
most common meaning.  2) north is the next most common meaning.

Now look at this entry.

kkkkoooommmmooookkkkeeeennnnddddiiii {kädërï} (kkkkoooommmmoooo    1111    eye,    kkkkeeeennnnddddiiii    right, correct) n  cleverness
kkkkeeeennnnddddiiii  oth  right, correct , komokendi 

• kkkkoooommmmooookkkkeeeennnnddddiiii         is the entry
• {  kädërï  }   shows the entry in uncountable.
• The words (  kkkkoooommmmoooo    1111      eye,   kkkkeeeennnnddddiiii   right, correct)   show that kkkkoooommmmooookkkkeeeennnnddddiiii    ‘cleverness’ 

is made from the two words kkkkoooommmmoooo ‘eye’ and kkkkeeeennnnddddiiii ‘right, correct’. The two 
words joined together have di6erent meaning than the meaning of either of the 
two words when they are separate. The bold words between parentheses kkkkoooommmmoooo, 
kkkkeeeennnnddddiiii are also listed as separate entries.  
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• When you go to the entry kkkkeeeennnnddddiiii, the word komokendi is listed as a subentry after
a comma in italics.  We donꞌt know the meaning of komokendi by looking at the
entry kkkkeeeennnnddddiiii. To learn this, we must go to the entry komokendi.

Now look at another entry.

hhhhuuuuccccaaaaaaaannnn        Bw (Arabic)  n  horse

• The words Bw   (Arabic)   show this entry hhhhuuuuccccaaaaaaaannnn    is borrowed from Arabic. Other 
entries may be borrowed from Zande or English.

Here is another entry.

ggggiiii----        der  pfx  small, little (diminuative, the noun made smaller)

• The dash after ggggiiii---- shows the entry must always be attached to the word after it, 
such as ggggiiiibbbbuuuuꞌꞌꞌꞌdddduuuu ‘boy’. Sometimes entries have a dash before such as in ----ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbaaaa. This
means the entry must always be attached to the end of a word such as ggggaaaaꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbaaaa 
‘Chase!’

Here is one 8nal entry

nnnnggggaaaayyyyaaaa,,,,    yyyyeeeennnnyyyyiiii  [ᵑgꜜaýa]́ {kädërï} n scabies, itching disease
yyyyeeeennnnyyyyiiii,,,,    nnnnggggaaaayyyyaaaa  [yɛɲ̀ɪ]̀ {kädërï} n scabies, itching disease

• The entry nnnnggggaaaayyyyaaaa,,,,    yyyyeeeennnnyyyyiiii shows there are two ways to say the same word, 
according to which dialect of the language is used. The entry is listed twice in 
the dictionary, once for each way of saying the word2. 

2 The choice to list both dialect variations of words (for the dialects Tonj/Busare and Aguka) as main 

entries is so that neither dialect receives preferential treatment. 
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BBBBoooonnnnggggoooo    AAAAllllpppphhhhaaaabbbbeeeetttt    OOOOrrrrddddeeeerrrr

The words in this dictionary are listed according to the order of the Bongo letters.  
Bongo has 38 letters, and they are in the following order.  

Bongo Alphabet
AAAA    aaaa [a] abeli maize
ÄÄÄÄ    ääää [ə] äwü carry
BBBB    bbbb [b] buꞌdu man
ꞌꞌꞌꞌBBBB    ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbb [ɓ] ꞌbata hare
CCCC    cccc [c, s] caki ladder
DDDD    dddd [d]̪ do head
ꞌꞌꞌꞌDDDD    ꞌꞌꞌꞌdddd [ɗ] ꞌduu thigh
EEEE    eeee [ɛ] kete pot
ËËËË    ëëëë [e] ꞌbëë home
FFFF    ffff [f] 8ra axe
GGGG    gggg [g] ganja money
GGGGbbbb    ggggbbbb [gb͡] gbaja comb
HHHH    hhhh [h] hinyi scorpion
IIII    iiii [ɪ] kinji 8sh
ÏÏÏÏ    ïïïï [i] bïhï dog
JJJJ    jjjj [ɟ] ji arm, hand
ꞌꞌꞌꞌJJJJ    ꞌꞌꞌꞌjjjj [ʄ] ꞌjoko tooth
KKKK    kkkk [k] kada sun
KKKKpppp    kkkkpppp [k͡p] kpülï lion
LLLL    llll [l] lanyi gun
MMMM    mmmm [m] maca rhino
MMMMbbbb    mmmmbbbb [ᵐb] mbïyöngö pen, colour
NNNN    nnnn [n] noko motherꞌs brother
NNNNdddd    nnnndddd [ⁿd] ndira pencil
NNNNgggg    nnnngggg [ᵑg] ngono chicken
NNNNggggbbbb    nnnnggggbbbb [ᵑgb͡] ngbangu okra
NNNNjjjj    nnnnjjjj [ᶮɟ] njolo frog
NNNNyyyy    nnnnyyyy [ɲ] nyere chief
ꞌꞌꞌꞌNNNNgggg    ꞌꞌꞌꞌnnnngggg [ŋ] ꞌngoo termite
OOOO    oooo [ɔ] kogo leopard
ÖÖÖÖ    öööö [o] köbï bu6alo
PPPP    pppp [p] pirapa mud wall
RRRR    rrrr [ɾ] reme squirrel
TTTT    tttt [t]̪ tïngölï mortar
UUUU    uuuu [ʊ] tutu grinding stone
ÜÜÜÜ    üüüü [u] küngü baboon
WWWW    wwww [w] waru 8sh type
YYYY    yyyy [j] yöngölö bell
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WWWWoooorrrrdddd    CCCCaaaatttteeeeggggoooorrrryyyy    AAAAbbbbbbbbrrrreeeevvvviiiiaaaattttiiiioooonnnnssss

Here is a list of all word category abbreviations in the dictionary, and what they mean:

adj adjective describes a noun by following the noun
adv adverb describes a verb
a6 akx pre8x (beginning letters) or sukx 

(ending letters) that has meaning or a 
special use

con connector joins a clause, phrase or sentence
dem demonstrative points to or shows which noun is talked

about
der pfx derivational 

pre8x
beginning letters of a word that changes
one word into a new word

exp expression word that can be a complete sentence 
by itself

ind inde8nite 
pronoun

takes the place of an unspeci8ed noun

mod modi8er describes a noun by preceding the noun
n noun person, animal, place, thing, or idea
n.act noun action verb or other type of word used as an 

action noun
n.per noun person verb or other type of word used as a 

person noun doing the action
num number tells how many of a noun there are
oth other the word category is not yet known
part particle word that has a special use
pfx pre8x beginning letters of many words
prep preposition introduces a noun (or noun phrase) that 

describes a previous action
pron pronoun takes the place of noun or noun phrase
pron.emph pronoun 

emphasis
takes the place of a noun and shows 
importance to it

quan quantity describes the approximant amount of a 
noun by following the noun

ques question word asks a question
sfx sukx ending letters of many words
v verb action, motion, change, state, or equal 

sign
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SSSSiiiinnnngggguuuullllaaaarrrr    aaaannnndddd    PPPPlllluuuurrrraaaallll    NNNNoooouuuunnnnssss

Some animate nouns (people and animals) have a plural form by adding –eeeeeeee or ––––ëëëëëëëë. 
Body parts, plants, objects, and ideas do not have a plural form.

Singular and plural nouns
SSSSiiiinnnngggguuuullllaaaarrrr PPPPlllluuuurrrraaaallll

----eeeeeeee batuu batueeeeeeee father-in-law
kumara kumareeeeeeee woman, wife

----ëëëëëëëë bötölï bötölëëëëëëëë male goat
böꞌdü böꞌdëëëëëëëë hog, pig
kaliki — elbow
nduma — grass
gboo — fence
mini — water
ꞌbii — sleep

CCCCoooouuuunnnnttttaaaabbbblllleeee    aaaannnndddd    UUUUnnnnccccoooouuuunnnnttttaaaabbbblllleeee    NNNNoooouuuunnnnssss

Some nouns are countable and can be described with the phrase kkkkaaaa    llllooookkkkiiii ‘are many’.  
People, animals, body parts, and objects are often countable. Other nouns are 
uncountable and can be described with the phrase nnnnaaaa    kkkkääääddddëëëërrrrïïïï ‘are many’. Plants, liquids, 
things usually found in numbers, and abstract nouns (ideas) are often uncountable. 
Depending on how a noun is used, it may be either countable or uncountable. Insects 
are often countable or uncountable. Sometimes people, animals and other nouns are 
either countable or uncountable.

Countable and uncountable nouns
CCCCoooouuuunnnnttttaaaabbbblllleeee UUUUnnnnccccoooouuuunnnnttttaaaabbbblllleeee
batuu ka loki father-in-laws
bötölï ka loki male goats
kaliki ka loki elbows
gboo ka loki fences

nduma na kädërï grasses
mini na kädërï waters
waru na kädërï 8sh types
kiri na kädërï stars
ꞌbii na kädërï sleeps

ꞌbindugu ka loki ꞌbindugu na kädërï merchants
yëgë ka loki yëgë na kädërï locusts
böꞌdü ka loki böꞌdü na kädërï hog, pigs
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New nouns

There are several prefixes (beginning letters) that make new nouns from other words. 

These are called derivational prefixes. Each are listed in the dictionary with a dash - to 

show that it must be attached to a word. For example, the derivational word ggggiiii---- ‘small, 
little’ changes mmmmaaaaaaaa ‘child’ into ggggiiiimmmmaaaaaaaa ‘baby’. 

Derivational pre8x Original noun New noun with 
derivational pre8x

ggggiiii---- small, little 
(diminuative)

maa child ggggiiiimaa baby

ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbiiii---- (agentive, 
person who does 
the action)

anduꞌba beg ꞌꞌꞌꞌbbbbiiiinduꞌba beggar

bbbbiiii---- to (in8nitive, 
the action used as
a noun) 

aga̱ cut bbbbiiiiga̱ harvest

ddddoooo---- on, over rüü hut ddddöööörüü roof
hhhhiiii---- in, inside rüü hut hhhhïïïïrüü ooor
mmmmaaaa
----

(descriptive) hïmü blood 
relative

mmmmäääähïmü relative

Tone

Tone is the high, low, falling or rising sound of a word. There are 8ve di6erent patterns
of tone in Bongo nouns. 

Underlying tone Surface tone Number of two 
syllable nouns

[� �]
HHHH High rrrraaaakkkkaaaa shoe 82

[� �]
LLLL Low llllaaaannnnddddaaaa stone 103

[� �]
LLLLHHHH Low-High mmmmeeeehhhheeee spear 60

[ꜜ� �]
LLLLHHHHLLLL Low-High-Low ggggaaaannnnjjjjaaaa metal 79

[� �]
HHHHLLLL High-Low ggggbbbbaaaajjjjaaaa comb 4

The tone of a word that we hear is called its surface tone. The surface tone of a word changes according 

to the tone of other words in the sentence. Each word also has underlying tone. This is the original tone 

assigned to a word which can be di6erent than the tone we hear. The underlying tone of a word is the 

same in every sentence, but the surface tone of a word can change from one sentence to the next. In the 

dictionary, the surface tone of nouns is given in-between brackets such as mmmmaaaayyyyaaaa [mmmmꜜꜜꜜꜜaaaá́ ́́yyyyaaaá́ ́]́ yam, and the un-

derline tone is shown in the tone 8eld (of the non-printed dictionary) as letters such as LLLLHHHHLLLL.
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A a

a- aff pfx (incomplete) 

a ? exp oh 

aba1 [àbà] v rub 

aba2 v get engaged, betrothed , biba 

aba3 pron his (distant, alienable) 

abaa ̱pron his (neg distant, alienable) 

abaꞌbi [àbàɓɪ]̀ v describe 

abaꞌbu ? v appoint 

abe1 [àbꜜɛ]́ v open (eyes) 

abe2 [àbꜜɛ]́ v insult, reply with abusive words 

abe ̱[àbɛ]̀ v walk, pass by 

abeli [abɛl] {kädërï} n maize 

abge ? v change, alter 

abirebe v straddle, spread legs on either side of 

something 

aboꞌdokomo v glare, stare with wide eyes 

aꞌba [àɓà] v drive (animals) 

aꞌba ? [əb̀ú] v build 

aꞌbakoree ? v reply 

aꞌbane ? v cover, hide 

aꞌbe [àɓɛ]̀ v sting (like bee), shoot 

aꞌbehiru v spit 

aꞌbi [àɓɪ]̀ v uproot 

aꞌbiriꞌbi v go through narrow place (crowd, 

cave) 

aꞌbo ? v support, sustain ? 

aꞌbu [àɓʊ̀] v 1) wrap up, fold 2) flow (like wa-

ter) 

aꞌbugu [àɓʊ̀gʊ̀] v 1) steal , ꞌbiꞌbugu 2) escape 

aꞌburu [àɓʊ̀rʊ́] v revive 

aca [àcà] v insult , cawuya ? 

ace1 [àcɛ]̀ v 1) cover 2) report 

ace2 [àcɛ]̀ v get ready, prepare 

ace toro v ascend, go up ceꞌba toro 

aci [àcɪ]̀ v 1) be hot , kici 2) boil 

acu [àcꜜú] v fall , bicukada 

acu̱ [àcù ?] v 1) fill, make full 2) take 

acucu [àcʊ̀cʊ̀] v drop 

ada [àd̪ꜜá] v tie 

ada ̱[àd̪à] v 1) count 2) read 

adari [àd̪àrɪ]́ v defeat 

adodo [àd̪ɔd̪̀ɔ]́ v deceive 

adu [àd̪ʊ̀] v light, ignite, shine , bidukada 

aduruꞌbu v dream , maduruꞌbu 

aꞌdee v come, accompany 

aꞌdele [àɗɛĺɛ]́ v 1) ferry, haul across water in 

boat 2) pick up from field 

aꞌdice [àɗɪc̀ɛ]̀ v send (message) 

aꞌdo [àɗɔ]̀ v cultivate, farm 

aꞌdoci [àɗɔc̀ɪ]̀ v cut, stop , ꞌbiꞌdocikudo 

aꞌdoho [àɗɔh̀ɔ]̀ v sell 

aꞌdoko [àɗɔk̀ɔ]́ v lean against 

aꞌdomo [àɗɔm̀ɔ]̀ v keep, save 

aꞌdoto ? v be more, increase 

aꞌdu1 [àɗʊ̀] v copulate, have sex 

aꞌdu2 [àɗʊ̀] v live, remain, stay, sleep , aꞌduꞌbii 

aꞌduꞌbii (aꞌdu2 live, remain, stay, sleep, ꞌbii 

sleep) v sleep ꞌduꞌbiiꞌba 

aꞌduꞌdu ? v crucify 

aꞌdugba , atugba [àɗʊ̀gb͡à] v 1) catch, arrest 2)

take care of 

aꞌduha [àɗʊ̀hà] v push 

afaa mod dull, blunt 

afati , apati v thank, praise , bifati 

12



afemu , apemu v deny , bifemu, bipemu 

a� , api [àfꜜɪ]́ v narrarate, tell (story) 

a�ya , apiya [àfɪýá] v scatter 

afulolo , apulolo v flowing out, drawing out 

aga [àgꜜá] v chase , aga hege , agaꞌdee 

aga ̱v 1) cut , biga ̱2) build 

aga hege (aga chase, hege spirit, god) v cast 

out, exorcise demon gaꞌba hege 

agaꞌdee (aga chase) v chase 

agele [àgɛĺɛ]́ v choose, pick 

ageme [àgɛḿɛ]́ v deceive, trick, persuade, se-

duce 

agi [àgɪ]̀ v 1) turn 2) go around , agikori 3) put 

on loin cloth 4) be seated 

agiꞌdi [àgɪɗ̀ɪ]́ v tickle 

agikori [agɪkɔr] (agi 2 go around, kori2 1 

around) v surround 

agirigi v pick out food from teeth 

agiro ï v lay (yourself) down, lie down 

ago [àgɔ]̀ v harvest (groundnuts) by digging 

agoki [àgɔk̀ɪ]́ v gather 

agu1 [àgꜜʊ̀] v stab , ꞌbïgümëhï 

agu2 [àgʊ́] v buy, sell 

agbagba [àgb͡ágb͡á] v wander 

agbo [àgb͡ɔ]̀ v join, put together, accumulate , 

agbokomo 

agbodo [àgb͡ɔd̪̀ɔ]̀ v collect, gather, accumulate 

(groundnuts) 

agboko [àgb͡ɔk̀ɔ]̀ v be old 

agbokomo [àgb͡ɔk̀ɔm̀ɔ]̀ (agbo join, put to-

gether, accumulate, komo 1 eye) v rekindle 

(fire), make new 

agbu ? v cover, protext, vindicate? 

agbuꞌju [àgb͡ʊ̀ʄʊ̀] v return, go back 

aha [àhá] v fan 

ahaci [àhàcɪ]̀ v annoy, disturb 

ahaga [àhàgá] v crawl 

aharo ? v name 

aheko [àhɛk̀ɔ]́ v sharpen 

ahila [àhɪl̀á] v sprinkle 

ahileri [ahɪlɛr] v slide 

ahiri [àhɪr̀ɪ]̀ v fry 

aho [àhɔ]̀ v slaughter, skin 

aje1 [áɟꜜɛ]́ v arrange 

aje2 pron our (distant, alienable) 

ajee ̱pron our (neg distant, alienable) 

ajo [àɟɔ]̀ v 1) trap, set trap , bijo 2) weigh 

ajo hi ? v articulate 

ajoguci v begin 

ajoli ? v try, test , bijol ? 

ajonya [àɟɔɲ́á] v set trap 

aꞌji [áʄɪ]́ {kädërï} n thing , aꞌjiga , aꞌjikunya , 

aꞌjimoko , aꞌjimuꞌdu ? , aꞌjinjaa , äꞌjïmönyü ,

bïꞌbï aꞌji ji Luma , ꞌbiaꞌji , doaꞌji aꞌjiyee 

aꞌji kükü ? (äkü 1 create, make) n creature 

aꞌjiga (aꞌji thing, ga all) ind everything 

aꞌjikija ? n dowry aꞌjikijee 

aꞌjikunya {kädërï} (aꞌji thing, kunya bad) n 

bad behaviour 

aꞌjimoko {loki, kädërï} (aꞌji thing, moko war,

fighting) n weapon of war 

aꞌjimuꞌdu ? (aꞌji thing) n bed 

aꞌjimutu ? n load 

aꞌjimbiramba ? n inheritance 

aꞌjinjaa (aꞌji thing, njaa̱ not (for clauses with-

out a verb)) ind nothing 

aꞌju [àʄʊ̀] v 1) be born, give birth 2) lay (egg) 

aꞌjudo [àʄʊ́dɔ̪]̀ v braid (hair) 

aꞌjulu [àʄʊ̀lʊ̀] v return, give back 

akaꞌba ? v go quickly, hurry 

akala [àkàlà] v wash (dishes) 

ake [àkꜜɛ]́ v 1) divide, separate 2) share 3) di-

vorce 
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akehe [àkɛh̀ɛ]̀ v tell, explain, announce 

akeke [àkɛḱɛ]́ v 1) divide, separate 2) spread 

out, distribute 

akiraka v crunch 

akireke v cackle (like chicken) 

ako [àkɔ]̀ v 1) scratch (body), 2) sweep ? 

ako ? v 1) distroy 2) cause 

akoꞌdu [àkɔɗ̀ʊ́] v hide 

akoko [àkɔk̀ɔ]́ v pull 

akori [àkɔŕɪ]́ v clear, clean, plow field after har-

vest 

aku [àkꜜʊ́] v 1) tells, say , akuko ï , akukori 2) 

sing 

akuꞌdu ? v undergo, be ready 

akuka [àkʊ̀ká] v peel 

akuko ï (aku 1 tells, say, ko 3 mouth) v tell 

(you) kuko ï ꞌba 

akukori (aku 1 tells, say, kori2 2 about) v 

speak about kukoriꞌba 

akukuꞌdu ? v be available 

akula [àkʊ̀lá] v mix 

akunya�ri ? v promise 

akuru [àkʊ̀rʊ́] v 1) guard, keep, protect 2) incu-

bate (eggs) 3) wait 

akpa [àkpá] dial. var. of ka1 and, then 

akpaa , ukpaa mod short 

akpa ? v sprinkle 

akpa mini ? v bless, sprinkle water 

akpakpa [àk͡pàkpà] v chase 

akpe [àk͡pɛ]̀ v 1) kick , akpekoo 2) flap (wings) 

3) defeat 

akpekoo (akpe 1 kick, ko 3 mouth) v leave 

akpelu [àk͡pɛl̀ʊ́] v snatch, seize (like bird) 

akpi1 [àk͡pꜜí] v open, release 

akpi2 [àk͡pꜜí] v help, save 

akpilakpa v roll down 

ala [àlá] v grow up 

ala ̱[àlà] v 1) get, bring, fetch 2) find, search for 

alaga [àlágá] v chop, cut 

alali [àlàlɪ]́ v roll 

alamu [àlàmʊ́] v curse 

alangba [àláᵑgb͡á] v burn something 

alaꞌnga [àlàŋá] v cut 

alawu [àlàwʊ́] v awake 

alayi [àlàyɪ]̀ v rub, caress 

ale [àlɛ]̀ v search for, inspect , dole 

ale kori [alikɔr] v go around leꞌba kori 

alehe [àlɛh̀ɛ]́ v 1) look at, see 2) visit 

alehi ? v pray 

alele [àlɛl̀ɛ]́ v slice 

alewu [àlɛẁʊ́] v 1) look at, watch 2) graze, 

shepherd (cows, goats) 3) visit 4) choose 

ali [àlꜜɪ]́ v 1) remove, pull out 2) cook (asida) 

alili [àlɪl̀ɪ]́ v be bright 

alingi [àlɪ ̀ŋ gɪ]́ v look for, examine 

alo [àlɔ]́ v smear, apply (oil, ointment) 

alo ? v run, flee ? 

alogo [àlɔg̀ɔ]̀ v boil 

alolo [àlɔl̀ɔ]̀ v fill (bottles with liquid) 

alonyi [àlɔɲ̀ɪ]̀ v contribute, give 

alulu [àlʊ̀lʊ̀] v follow, stalk 

alutu [àlʊ̀tʊ̪́] v burn something 

ama pron my (distant, alienable) 

amaa̱ pron my (neg distant, alienable) 

amaꞌba [àmàɓà] v stretch, enlarge, make big 

amaꞌba haa v stretch, widen, make wide 

maꞌbaꞌba haa 

amaꞌja [àmàʄà] v melt 

amala [àmàlà] v crawl, slither (like snake) 

aman ? dem that, those (away from both speaker

and hearer) 

amana ? v produce, give fruit 

amara [àmàrá] v be clear 
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amayi [àmàyɪ]́ v 1) come , dayi 2) become 

ayiꞌbi 

amebe [àmɛb̀ɛ]̀ v pass through 

ameꞌde [àmɛɗ̀ɛ]̀ v drip 

ami [àmɪ]̀ v 1) do, make , amiꞌbuu , amingoo , 

ꞌbimindobo 2) cry, pray 

ami rone v happen miro ne ꞌba 

amiꞌbuu (ami 1 do, make, ꞌbuu2 1 hunger) v 

want, desire miꞌbuuꞌba 

amikele v chat, converse 

amile v that (introduces indirect speech or an ob-

ject of the larger clause) —- 

amindere v walk, go 

amingoo (ami 1 do, make, ngoo2 marriage) v 

marry mingooꞌba 

amita mod able 

amo v survive , amo huu 

amo ?1 v conceive 

amo ?2 v rest 

amo huu (amo survive, huu 1 breath) v 

breathe mohuuꞌba 

amohitu v know, notice ohituꞌba 

amolo [àmɔl̀ɔ]̀ v flee, run away oloꞌba 

amolu [àmɔl̀ʊ́] v enter, go in , amoluꞌdee 

oluꞌba 

amoluꞌdee (amolu enter, go in) v come 

amonyo [àmɔɲ̀ɔ]̀ v copulate, have sex 

amu [àmꜜʊ́] v close (eye) 

amba [àᵐbá] v refuse, reject 

ambanya [àᵐbáɲà] v abandon —- 

ambi1 [àᵐbꜜɪ]́ v 1) leave, travel 2) escape 3) fade

ambi2 [àᵐbɪ]́ v overtake 

ambo [àᵐbɔ]̀ v 1) squeeze 2) milk, draw milk 3) 

push out, give birth to 

ambu ? v suffer 

ana ? dem this is 

anaro ne v bend down, stoop over 

anene [ànɛǹɛ]́ v taste 

anika , nika dem that, those (near hearer) 

anunu1 [ànʊ̀nʊ́] v 1) disappear 2) dive, go under

(in water) 

anunu2 v be ill, have pain 

andaa ? v become ? 

andaꞌbaꞌdee ? v come back, return 

andaru [àⁿdàrʊ́] v shrivel, wrinkle , kindaru 

andee [àⁿdꜜɛɛ́]́ v go 

andibi ? v swear 

andilekpe v slide out ndilekpeꞌba 

andoꞌji [àⁿdɔʄ̀ɪ]́ v flow (like water) 

anduꞌba [àⁿdʊ̀ɓà] v beg , ꞌbinduꞌba 

anduꞌju [àⁿdʊ́ʄʊ́] v ask, request 

anga [àᵑgꜜá] v follow 

ange [àᵑgɛ]̀ v draw (water) 

angirenge v shave 

ango [àᵑgꜜɔ]́ v 1) hang 2) write 

anguꞌngu [àᵑgʊ̀ŋʊ́] v think 

angba1 [àᵑgb͡à] v 1) hit, strike, slap, spank 2) 

make cry 3) sacrifice 

angba2 [àᵑgb͡à] v put on, wear (clothes) 

angba ̱[àᵑgbà] v roast, bake , ꞌbingbaḵete 

angbanja [àᵑg͡bàᶮɟá] v knock down, over 

angbe [àᵑgb͡ɛ]́ v 1) twist, turn over , bingbe 2) 

drive (animals) 

angbee ? mod empty 

anja [àᶮɟꜜá] v throw , ꞌbinjakinji 

anjilo ? Bw (English) n angel 

anya1 [àɲà] v 1) leave something somewhere 2) 

allow, let 3) forgive 

anya2 v unhappy, upset, angry 

anyaꞌda [àɲàɗà] v welcome 

anyari [àɲàrɪ]̀ v love 

anyo [àɲꜜɔ]́ v wipe 

15



anyonyo [àɲɔɲ̀ɔ]́ v soak 

aꞌnga [àŋà] 1) v bite, gnaw 2) n cut off , biꞌnga 

3) n subtract, take away 

apati , afati v thank, praise 

apemu , afemu v deny 

api , a� [àpꜜɪ]́ v narrarate, tell (story) 

apiya , a�ya [àpɪýá] v scatter 

apulolo , afulolo v flowing out, drawing out 

ara [àrꜜá] v press 

aragi Bw (Arabic) n dress 

are [àrɛ]̀ v massage (body) for healing from 

malaria 

aroro ? v converse ? 

ata [àtá̪] v 1) see, find, get 2) show 3) be able 

ata ̱[àtà̪] v put, store 

atadoo v add, increase 

atata ? v see, have 

ate [át ̪ꜜ ɛ]́ v stay, remain 

ateꞌde [àtɛ̪ɗ́ɛ]́ v pluck (feathers) 

ateko [àtɛ̪k̀ɔ]̀ v sharpen 

atete [àtɛ̪t̀ɛ̪]́ v sift, clean crushed grain 

atiꞌdi [àtɪ̪ɗ̀ɪ]́ v vomit 

atigo [àtɪ̪g̀ɔ]́ v become strong, hard 

atiji [àtì̪ɟɪ]́ v open 

atijo , atujo v articulate, speak well 

atikali [àtɪ̪ḱálɪ]́ v go across 

atiki mod pleasing, satisfying 

atiko [àtɪ̪k̀ɔ]̀ v break, crush 

atikpe ? v pick 

atikpi [àtɪ̪k̀͡pɪ]́ v untie 

atimbi [àtɪ̪ ̀m bɪ]̀ v go one by one 

atinge [àtɪ̪ ̀ŋ gɛ]̀ v scoop, draw water 

atiti ? v draw 

atiyo [àtɪ̪ỳɔ]́ v point, show 

ato [àt ̪ꜜ ɔ]́ v raise, lift 

atu [àtʊ̪́] v 1) spread (disease) 2) carry , atuwo 

atu ? v touch 

atugu [àtʊ̪̀gʊ̀] v stab , bitugu 

atugba , aꞌdugba v 1) catch, arrest, conquer 2) 

take care of 

atuha [àtʊ̪̀hà] v tear, burst 

atujo , atijo [àtʊ̪̀ɟɔ]́ v articulate, speak 

atukpa [àtʊ̪̀k͡pá] v scatter 

atumo [àtʊ̪̀mɔ]̀ v lick 

atunu [àtʊ̪̀nʊ́] v kill, murder, slaughter 

atuwo (atu 2 carry, awo pull, draw out) v pull 

tuwoꞌba 

awiꞌdee v return 

awo [àwɔ]̀ v pull, draw out , atuwo 

awu [àwʊ̀] v hear, listen 

aya [àyá] v jump 

ayaki [àyàkɪ]́ v snatch, seize 

ayali [àyàlɪ]́ v repeat 

ayaꞌnga [àyàŋà] v lose temper, become angry 

ayaya [àyàyà] v wave (hand for greeting) 

aye ̱[àyɛ]́ v drink 

ayeme [àyɛm̀ɛ]̀ v 1) mend, repair 2) make flat 

ayenje [àyɛɲ̀ɛ]̀ v waste, destroy, spoil 

ayi [àyɪ]̀ v make 

ayikaw ? exp hello (greeting) 

ayine ? v commit, do wrong 

ayo [àyɔ]́ v point, show, indicate 

ayogo [àyɔǵɔ]́ v do, obey, follow rules 

ayohi [àyɔh̀ɪ]̀ v brush, clean (plate) 

ayoyo v be tired , biyoyo 

ayu [àyʊ̀] v die 

ayufu , ayupu {kädërï} n cleaning of maize 

ayupu , ayufu {kädërï} v cleaning of maize 

16



Ä ä

äbëhëdï v urinate, pee 

äbï [əb̀ì] v fly 

äbü1 [əb̀ù] v blow (with mouth) 

äbü2 [əb̀ú] v build, pitch (tent) 

äbühï , ämbühï v 1) arive 2) pierce through, 

penetrate 3) happen 

äbürübü v get up suddenly —- 

äꞌbï [əɓ̀ꜜí] v give, provide , bïꞌbï 

äꞌbörö adj enough, sufficient 

äcë , ämëcï [əc̀ꜜɛ]́ v get in, board (car, bus) 

äcï [əc̀ì] v 1) beat 2) punish 

äcü [əc̀ù] v be brave 

ädäwü [əd̀əẃú] v confuse 

ädï [əd̪̀ì] v bend over 

ädï ̱v 1) be cold 2) subside, diminish 

ädïlämü [ədiləm] v drown 

ädïyë ? v 1) break 2) destroy 

ädü [əd̪̀ù] v 1) start 2) set (net) 

äꞌdï [əɗ̀ì] v cook 

äꞌdïbï ? v fall on, cover, envelope 

äꞌdïꞌdï [əɗ̀ìɗì] v cook 

äꞌdöcï v separate 

äꞌdöꞌdü1 [əɗ̀óɗú] v collect, gather, pick up 

äꞌdöꞌdü2 v talk too much , ꞌbiꞌdoꞌdu 

äꞌdögü [əɗ̀ògù] v wash (clothes), bathe , 

bïhïbïꞌdögürö 

äꞌdörö ? v stop, block 

äꞌdü [əɗ̀ù] v 1) throw 2) plant, sow , bïꞌdü 

äfï , äpï v send 

ägë , äꞌjë [əg̀è] v 1) take, get, obtain 2) marry 

ägïrï [əg̀ìrì] v stir 

ägüröhï v scratch (dirt), dig 

ägürökö v scratch 

ähï v bury 

ähü [əh̀ù] v grind 

äjë [əɟ̀è] v diverge, go separately 

äꞌjë , ägë [əʄ̀è] v 1) take, get, obtain 2) marry 

äꞌjïmönyü {kädërï} (aꞌji thing, ämönyü eat) 

n food 

äꞌjïtütü ? n plant 

äkëndï [ək̀éⁿdí] v 1) teach 2) correct 

äkü [ək̀ù] v 1) create, make , aꞌji kükü ? 2) fin-

ish 

äküü ? v destroy (finish it) 

äkpälä ? v far 

älë [əl̀é] v dig 

älëlë v flash , bïlëlëhïtörö 

älëlï [èlélí] v swallow 

älënyï [əl̀èɲì] v melt 

älëtï v perceptive , kïlëtï 

älï [əl̀ì] v 1) swallow 2) leak 

älïgï [əl̀ìgì] v 1) die 2) be lost , bïlïgï 3) loose 

something 

älö [əl̀ò] v remove, take off (clothes) 

älü1 [əl̀ù] v 1) suck, nurse , bïlü , do ï älü 2) 

raise, bring up (child) 

älü2 [əl̀ú] v enter , do ma älü 

älüꞌdëë v exit, go out 

älühü ? v care for, raise 

älükü ? v agree on 

älünyï , älünyü [əl̀ùɲí] v quench, extinguish 

älünyü , älünyï [əl̀ùɲú] quench, extinguish 

ämëbï [əm̀èbì] v fly ätëbï ëbïꞌbä/ tëbïꞌbä 
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ämëcï , äcë v get in, board (car, bus) 

ämëꞌdï ? v rain 

ämëhï [əm̀èhì] v bury 

ämëkë [əm̀éké] v shake 

ämëlï [èmèlì] v swallow 

ämërë [əm̀èré] v be afraid 

ämï [əm̀í] v close (door) 

ämönyü [əm̀òɲù] v eat , äꞌjïmönyü önyüꞌbä 

ämörö [əm̀òrò] v 1) stop , bïmörö 2) stand 3) 

rest 

ämü [əm̀ù] v bump, be a heap (like potatoe in 

the ground) 

ämbühï , äbühï [ə̀m bùhì] v 1) arrive 2) pierce 

through, penetrate 

ändïgï , ändïjï [ə̀n dìgì] v 1) agree, consent, ac-

cept 2) answer, reply 

ändïhï [ə̀n dìhì] v 1) sit , döndïhï 2) stay, remain

ändïjï , ändïgï [ə̀n dìɟì] v agree, consent, accept

, bïndïgï 

ändïmü [ə̀n dìmú] v 1) shift, move 2) move 

place of living 

ängürü [əŋ̀ùrú] v 1) call someone 2) hire, em-

ploy 

änjürükü ? v receed, go down 

änyï [əɲ́ì] v get up ätïnyï 

änyïrï [əɲ̀ìrì] v refuse 

änyü [əɲ̀ù] v eat, chew 

änyünyü [əɲ̀ùnù] v bite repeatedly 

äpï , äfï [əp̀ì] v send 

ärë v 1) threaten , bïrë 2) fear, be afraid of 

ärïhï [ər̀íhí] v honour , bïrïhï 

ärïkï v is caught, snared 

ärö ? v stand 

äröbïtï ? v push 

äröhï [ər̀òhì] v scrape 

ärörö [ər̀òró] v wander 

ärü [ər̀ꜜú] v sew (cloth) 

ätëbï [ət̀é̪bí] v jump 

ätëꞌdï [ət̀è̪ɗì] v 1) pick (fruit) 2) pinch 

ätï [ət̀ì̪] v 1) dig 2) push 3) close (mouth) 

ätïtï [ət̀ì̪tí̪] v stamp (with feet) 

ätöhï [ət̀ò̪hì] v shave 

ätöꞌjï [ət̀ò̪ʄí] v 1) pour 2) spill 

ätü [ət̀ù̪] v pound 

ätü̱ [ət̀ù̪] v sprout (like plant) 

ätü ? v bow down 

ätü̱ je [ət̀ù̪] v meet (us) 

ätünyü [ət̀ù̪ɲù] v smell something 

äwü [əẁù] v 1) carry, take 2) stretch out (hand) 

äyëë exp never (said in answer to speaking) 

B b

ba pron 1) he (incomplete), him, his (close, in-

alienable) 2) (topic marker for male person or 

animal nouns, or for any other nouns) 

baa [bꜜáà] {loki} n river, sea 

baa ̱pron him (neg object), his (neg close, in-

alienable) 

baa ? 

baba Bw (Arabic) n elder (use when speaking to

an elder) 

babuꞌdo {kädërï} n resembling thing, thing that

looks like something else 

bafe ? n hatred 

baagaa , boogaa {loki} n colleagues (pl) 
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bakija n foreigner 

bana dem that one 

banika (nika that, those (near hearer)) dem that,

one among others 

banga adj bachelor 

baanga {loki, kädërï} n wild animal , 

gibaanga baangee 

baangbe {kädërï} Bw (Zande) n sweet potato, 

yam 

bata [bàtà̪] {kädërï} n pride 

batuu {loki} n father-in-law batuuwee 

bayongo {loki} n artist, musician bayongee 

bee pron his (close, inalienable) (pl noun) 

beeri [bɛɛr] {kädërï} n open land, clearing 

bëlï n stick 

bëërï [beer] {loki} n anvil, iron stand for 

pounding metal 

bi pron he (complete) 

bi- der pfx to (infinitive, the action used as a 

noun) 

biba {kädërï} (aba2 get engaged, betrothed) 

n.act engagment, betrothal 

bicukada {loki, kädërï} (acu fall, kada 1 sun)

n.act sunset 

bidukada {kädërï} (adu light, ignite, shine, 

kada 1 sun) n.act sunshine 

bifati , bipati {kädërï} (afati thank, praise) 

n.act thanks, praise 

bifemu, bipemu {kädërï} (afemu deny) n.act 

denying 

biga ̱{kädërï} (aga ̱1 cut) n.act harvest (maize) 

bihaci ? n be angry, be boiling 

bihi1 adv down , bihikunya 

bihi2 [bɪh̀ɪ]́ {kädërï} n 1) place , bihikici ? , 

bihindugu , bihitayi , bilutibihi , 

bïhïbïꞌdögürö , bïhïrökïnyï ? , dobihi , 

hibihiga 2) land 

bihikici ? (bihi2 1 place, kici hot (unspec. 

comp. form of aci 1)) n 1) sweat 2) hot 

weather 

bihikunya (bihi1 down, kunya bad) adj sad 

bihindugu {loki} (bihi2 1 place, ndugu price) 

n market 

bihitayi [bɪhɪtay] (bihi2 1 place, tayi morning)

adv overnight 

bijo {loki, kädërï} (ajo 1 trap, set trap) n.act 

traping (of fish) 

bijol ? {kädërï} (ajoli ? try, test) n trying 

bikada {kädërï} (kada 1 sun) n hot weather 

bikakpa ? n.act distance, height 

bikara {kädërï} n light 

bikelele {kädërï} n slipperness 

bikiyaꞌnga ? n.act dryness 

bikunu {kädërï} (kunu 1 painful) n.act pain 

bikunya�ri {kädërï} (kunya bad, �ri 1 word)

n.act promise 

bilehi ? n.act prayer 

bilina {kädërï} n dura, sorghum type 

bilutibihi {kädërï} (bihi2 1 place) n darkness, 

dusk, twilight 

bimuꞌdu {loki, kädërï} n.act 1) sleeping place, 

2) sleeping 

bina adv here 

binika adv there 

bingbe {kädërï} (angbe 1 twist, turn over) 

n.act change, alter 

binjuru {kädërï} (njuru1 3 sorrow) n.act hu-

miliation 

binya [bꜜɪɲ́á] {loki} n goat binyee 

biꞌnga {kädërï} (aꞌnga 2 cut off) n.act cutting ,

biꞌnga yanga 

biꞌnga yanga {loki} (biꞌnga cutting (unspec. 

comp. form of aꞌnga 2), yanga clitoris) n fe-

male circumcision 

bipati , bifati (unspec. comp. form of afati) 

{kädërï} n.act thanks, praise 
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bira [bɪr̀à] {kädërï} n beauty 

bitigo {kädërï} (tigo strong) n.act strength 

bitikali n.act crossing 

bitugu {loki, kädërï} (atugu stab) n.act 

stabing, spearing 

biyaa {kädërï} n news 

biyoyo {kädërï} (ayoyo be tired) n.act tired-

ness 

bïï [bꜜíì] {kädërï} n hair, fur , bïï hölï , bïï 

komo 

bïï hölï {kädërï} (bïï hair, fur, hölï bird (gen-

eral)) n feather 

bïï komo {kädërï} (bïï hair, fur, komo 1 eye) 

n eye lash 

bïꞌbï {kädërï} (äꞌbï give, provide) n.act giving ,

bïꞌbï aꞌji ji Luma 

bïꞌbï aꞌji ji Luma {kädërï} (bïꞌbï giving (un-

spec. comp. form of äꞌbï), aꞌji thing, ji1 arm, 

hand, Luma God) n sacrifice (Christian) 

bïdï [bìd̪ì] {loki, kädërï} n pasture 

bïꞌdü {kädërï} (äꞌdü 2 plant, sow) n.act plant-

ing 

bïhï [bꜜíhí] {loki} n dog bïhëë 

bïhïbïꞌdögürö {loki, kädërï} (bihi2 1 place, 

äꞌdögü wash (clothes), bathe, ro̱1 1 body) n 

bathroom, shower 

bïhïrökïnyï ? (bihi2 1 place, rökïnyï ?) n hap-

piness, celebration 

bïkëbï {loki} n waist 

bïkötü (kötü one) adv together 

bïlëlëhïtörö {kädërï} (älëlë flash, hitoro 1 

rain (unspec. comp. form of toro)) n.act thun-

der 

bïlï ? num thousand 

bïlïgï {loki, kädërï} (älïgï 2 be lost) n.act 

wrongness, incorrectness 

bïlü {kädërï} (älü1 1 suck, nurse) n.act feed 

bïmörö {kädërï} (ämörö 1 stop) n.act stop 

bïndïgï {kädërï} (ändïjï agree, consent, ac-

cept) n.act belief, acceptance 

bïrë {kädërï} (ärë 1 threaten) n.act threaten 

bïrïcï {loki} n mat 

bïrïhï {kädërï} (ärïhï honour) n.act honour 

bïtü adv darkly 

boogaa , baagaa {loki} n colleagues (pl) 

boko ? n sister-in-law 

bone dem that other 

böö [bꜜóò] {loki, kädërï} n friend, colleague 

bööyëë 

böꞌbü [bòɓù] {loki} n father ꞌböꞌbëë 

böcï [bócí] {loki} n castrated animal 

böꞌdü [bòɗú] {loki, kädërï} n hog, pig, 

warthog böꞌdëë 

böï {—-} n your colleague böhëë 

Böngö [bòᵑgò] {loki, kädërï} n Bongo person 

Böngëë 

bötölï [botol] {loki} n male goat not castrated 

bötölëë 

buu [búù] {kädërï} n banana 

buꞌdabuꞌda adj soft 

buꞌdo n husband , buꞌdo gimaa ma 

buꞌdo gimaa ma {loki} (buꞌdo husband, 

gimaa baby, child (unspec. comp. form of 

maa2)) n my son-in-law 

buꞌdu [bʊ̀ɗʊ́] {loki} 1) n man , buꞌdu caa , 

buꞌduji , gibuꞌdu 2) mod male buꞌdee 

buꞌdu caa {loki} (buꞌdu 1 man, caa cow) n 

bull 

buꞌduji {loki} (buꞌdu 1 man, ji1 arm, hand) n 

thumb 

bula mod naked 

buloꞌngo {loki, kädërï} n good friend 

buloꞌngoyee 

bura {loki} Bw (Arabic) n cat 
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bübü [bùbù] {kädërï} n rubbish dump, garbage

pile 

bürü [bùrù] {loki} n camp 

bürükü {kädërï} n ash 

bütü [bùtú̪] {kädërï} n dura, sorghum type 

Ꞌb ꞌb

ꞌba1 part 1) of (possession for nouns with distant 

relationship, alienable) , ꞌbaga , Huu ꞌba 

Luma 2) of (location) , , ꞌbadibi2 

ꞌba2 prep to, in (introduces a place) , ꞌbëꞌbë 

-ꞌba aff sfx should, must (shows a command or 

obligation) 

ꞌbaa1 adv of it 

ꞌbaa2 [ɓáá] ques where 

ꞌba gëlï adv left (direction) 

ꞌba himi ? prep inside 

ꞌba mönyï adv right (direction) 

ꞌba nondo adv east 

ꞌba yëkï ques whose ꞌba yëkïëë 

ꞌbaꞌbaꞌja adj wet 

ꞌbadibi1 (dibi 1 low, down) n bottom (of some-

thing) 

ꞌbadibi2 (ꞌba1 2 of (location), dibi 1 low, down)

adv under, below 

ꞌbaga (ꞌba1 1 of (possession for nouns with dis-

tant relationship, alienable), ga all) part of 

(possesson) 

ꞌbaga ? n cave 

ꞌbagabaa pron.emph himself 

ꞌbagahee pron.emph yourselves (pl) 

ꞌbagahoo pron.emph herself 

ꞌbagajee pron.emph ourselves 

ꞌbagamaa myself 

ꞌbaganee pron.emph himself, herself (same, lo-

gophoric) 

ꞌbagayee pron.emph themselves 

ꞌbahi (hi2 in, inside) prep inside 

ꞌbahu pron her (distant, alienable) 

ꞌbahuoo̱ pron her (neg distant, alienable) 

ꞌbaꞌja mod 1) wet 2) dirty 

ꞌbakiꞌda adv over there 

ꞌbalakana {kädërï} n okra 

ꞌbani adv there , diꞌban 

ꞌbanya ? v build 

ꞌbara [ɓꜜárá] {loki} n rib 

ꞌbata [ɓàtá̪] {loki} n hare, rabbit ꞌbatee 

ꞌbataga (taga 1 afternoon, evening) adv west 

ꞌbatoro (toro up, high) adv over, above 

ꞌbaya [ɓàyà] {kädërï} n feast 

ꞌbaayaa ̱ques where (neg) 

ꞌbägäyëë pron.emph yourself (sg) 

ꞌbehe pron your (pl) (distant, alienable) 

ꞌbehee ̱pron you (pl) (neg distant, alienable) 

ꞌbene pron his, her (distant, alienable) (same, lo-

gophoric) 

ꞌbenee ̱pron his, her (neg distant, alienable) 

(same, logophoric) 

ꞌbeye pron their (distant, alienable) 

ꞌbeyee ̱pron their (neg distant, alienable) 

ꞌbëë [ɓꜜéè] {loki} n 1) home, compound , ꞌbëꞌbë

, döꞌbëë , hïꞌbëë 2) village, area 

ꞌbëꞌbë (ꞌba2 to, in (introduces a place), ꞌbëë 1 

home, compound) adv to home 
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ꞌbi- der pfx person noun prefix (agentive, person 

who does the action) 

ꞌbii [ɓɪɪ́]́ {kädërï} n sleep , aꞌduꞌbii 

ꞌbiaꞌji {loki} (aꞌji thing) n.per 1) master 2) 

owner 

ꞌbibafe ? n.per enemy 

ꞌbiꞌboro {loki} (ꞌboro2 1 forging (of black-

smith)) n.per blacksmith, craftsman 

ꞌbiꞌbugu {loki, kädërï} (aꞌbugu 1 steal) n.per 

thief 

ꞌbiꞌbuuro ? n living ones ? 

ꞌbida ? n.per person tying (animals), caring for 

ꞌbidokuu {loki, kädërï} (doku shame) n.per 

shy person 

ꞌbidukan Arabic n.per store owner 

ꞌbiꞌdocikudo {loki} (aꞌdoci cut, stop, kudo 1 

speech) n.per judge 

ꞌbiꞌdoꞌdu {loki, kädërï} (äꞌdöꞌdü2 talk too 

much) n.per talkative person 

ꞌbiganja {loki} (ganja 2 money) n.per rich 

man 

ꞌbigoli {loki, kädërï} (goli1 wealth, riches) 

n.per rich man 

ꞌbiguꞌbu ? n.per enemy, person of forest 

ꞌbijoli {loki, kädërï} (joli limp) n cripple per-

son 

ꞌbikaga {loki} (kaga 3 witchcraft) n.per sor-

cerer 

ꞌbikuꞌja {loki, kädërï} (kuꞌja prostitution) 

n.per prostitute ꞌbikuꞌjee 

ꞌbiliki {loki} (liki disturbing) n.per clever, stub-

born person 

ꞌbiluma {loki, kädërï} (Luma God) n.per 

medicine man, traditional healer 

ꞌbimamba {loki, kädërï} (mamba search, 

hunt) n.per hunter 

ꞌbimindobo {loki, kädërï} (ami 1 do, make, 

ndobo work) n.per servant 

ꞌbimoko (moko war, fighting) n.per fighter 

ꞌbimokee 

ꞌbindereguꞌbu {loki} (ndere 1 walk, guꞌbu 

forest, place away from houses) n.per hunter 

ꞌbinduꞌba {kädërï} (anduꞌba beg) n.per beg-

gar 

ꞌbindugu {loki, kädërï} (ndugu price) n.per 

merchant, trader 

ꞌbingomu {loki} (ngomu abscess) n.per doctor

ꞌbingomee 

ꞌbingbaḵete {loki} (angba ̱roast, bake, kete 

pot (for water, cooking)) n.per potter 

ꞌbinjakinji {loki} (anja throw, kinji fish (gen-

eral)) n.per fisherman 

ꞌbinjuru {loki, kädërï} (njuru1 1 poverty) 

n.per poor man ꞌbinjuree 

ꞌbinyaka ? n.per farmer 

ꞌbirota [ɓɪr̀ɔt̀á̪] n person stopping, separating 

ꞌbiyagaa ? n owner 

ꞌbiyungba {loki} (yungba hatred) n.per enemy

ꞌbïï pron your (sg) (distant, alienable) 

ꞌbïꞌbüdï n.per lazy person 

ꞌbïdöꞌbëë ? n nation 

ꞌbïꞌdëë ? adv here 

ꞌbïgümëhï {loki} (agu1 stab, mëhï meat) n.per

butcher 

ꞌbïkäꞌbü {loki, kädërï} (käꞌbü paralyzed) 

n.per lame person 

ꞌbïkülü {loki, kädërï} (külü 1 heart) n.per 

jealous person 

ꞌbïlëë ? adv here 

ꞌbïlëꞌjï ? n.per drunkard 

ꞌbïmängïrï {loki, kädërï} (mängïrï fear) 

n.per coward 

ꞌbïmbïyö {loki, kädërï} (mbïyö lie, falsehood)

n.per spy 

ꞌbïngäcä n.per slave, servant 

ꞌbïngüꞌdü {loki} (ngüꞌdü2 blindness) n.per 

blind person 

ꞌbïngbütü {loki, kädërï} (ngbütü deafness) 

n.per deaf person 
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ꞌbïrü [ɓìrù] {loki} n bat ꞌbïrüwëë 

ꞌbïtöꞌbö {kädërï} (töꞌbö fat) n.per well, healthy

person 

ꞌbïwängä {loki, kädërï} (wängä greed, jeal-

ousy) n.per greedy person 

ꞌbïïyëë ̱pron your (sg) (neg distant, alienable) 

ꞌbo part had (perfect) 

ꞌbohondo oth behind 

ꞌboki [ɓɔk̀ɪ]̀ {loki} n calf (of leg) 

ꞌboko [ɓꜜɔḱɔ]́ {loki} n rat type ꞌbokee 

ꞌbono mod front (of something) , diꞌbono 

ꞌbono ꞌbaa adv in front of, before, ahead 

ꞌbongo [ɓɔ̀ŋ gɔ]̀ {loki} n fig 

ꞌbonjo [ɓɔ̀ɲ ɟɔ]́ {loki, kädërï} n pumpkin 

ꞌboro1 [ɓɔr̀ɔ]́ {loki, kädërï} n hole 

ꞌboro2 [ɓɔr̀ɔ]̀ {loki} n 1) forging (of blacksmith)

, ꞌbiꞌboro 2) air pump and other things having 

to do with forging 

ꞌboyi [ɓɔỳɪ]́ {loki} n trap 

ꞌbö ? adv already, enough 

ꞌböꞌbö ? exp oh 

ꞌbörö adv already 

ꞌböörü adv inside 

ꞌböötü [ɓóótú̪] adv across 

ꞌbuu1 [ɓꜜʊ́ʊ̀] {loki} n egg 

ꞌbuu2 [ɓʊ́ʊ́] {kädërï} n 1) hunger , amiꞌbuu 2) 

drought, famine 3) love, desire 

ꞌbugba1 adv 1) away 2) outside , doꞌbugba 3) off

ꞌbugba2 mod off, away, outside 

ꞌbugba diroo mod away from 

ꞌbula [ɓꜜúlá] {kädërï} n simsim, sesame 

ꞌbuulu {loki, kädërï} n mahogany, tree type 

ꞌburu1 [ɓʊ́rʊ́] {kädërï} n life 

ꞌburu2 mod alive 

ꞌbüꞌbü mod foaming, bubbling 

ꞌbürë [ɓùrè] {kädërï} n dust 

C c

caa [cꜜáà] {loki} n cow , buꞌdu caa caayee 

cabat {loki} Bw (Arabic) n shoe, sandal 

caki [càkɪ]́ {loki} n ladder 

candu [cꜜáⁿdʊ́] {loki, kädërï} n leech, insect 

type 

cawuya ? (aca insult) n mocking, insulting 

cayi [cay] mod healing, cured 

cecece ? adv dawn 

cina oth like this 

cinika oth like that 

cïï [cꜜíì] {kädërï} n feces 

cïcï [cꜜící] {loki} n cooking pot 

cïkï mod far 

cïnyï [cìɲí] {loki} n stream 

co ? exp oh 

cölï [còlì] {loki} n handing net storage 

cucuku [cʊcʊk] {kädërï} Bw (Arabic) n bead 

cucuwa {kädërï} n porcupine cucuwee 

cuka [cꜜʊ́ká] {kädërï} n smoke , lëꞌjïcükä 

cumari [cʊmar] {loki} n loin cloth 
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D d

da1 [dá] con 1) who, that, which, where, when 

(introduces a relative clause with incomplete 

verb that describes or identifies a previous 

noun or pronoun) 2) when, while, after (intro-

duces old information with incomplete verb 

before a following main clause with new infor-

mation) 

da2 , uda [dá] con then, but, instead (introduces 

something unexpected or not continuing from 

the action of the previous clause) 

daa [d̪áá] {loki} n water well 

dahab {loki} n gold 

dakiro [ɗákɪr̀ɔ]̀ exp do, work, start, stop 

dakon con while 

damara ? adv morning 

damayi con afterwards, then, later (for an action 

that happens after a gap in time following the 

action of the previous clause) 

danga prep next to, beside 

daawu ? adv there is, exists 

daya {loki} Bw (Arabic) n midwife dayee 

dayi (di 2 when, while, after (introduces old in-

formation with complete verb before a follow-

ing main clause with new information), 

amayi 1 come) con afterwards, then (shows 

an action that happens after a gap in time from 

the previous) 

deri [d̪ɛr̀ɪ]̀ adj together 

dënï ? adv maybe, if 

di con 1) who, that, which, where, when (intro-

duces a relative clause with complete verb that

describes or identifies a previous noun or pro-

noun) 2) when, while, after (introduces old in-

formation with complete verb before a follow-

ing main clause with new information) , dayi 

di ̱prep from (introduces an adverb) , diꞌban , 

diꞌbono , dihikori , dihimono , dikomo 

dibi 1) adv low, down , , ꞌbadibi2 , , ꞌbadibi1 2) 

con otherwise, if not (tells what will happen if 

the previous action doesnꞌt happen) 

dibina [dìbìná] con so, as a result (for a result 

of what happened in the previous clause) 

dibinika con so, as a result (for a result of what 

happened in the previous clause) 

diꞌba prep from in (introduces a place) 

diꞌban (di ̱from (introduces an adverb), ꞌbani 
there) adv from over there 

diꞌbono (di ̱from (introduces an adverb), ꞌbono 

front (of something)) adv ahead of, forward, 

afterwards 

didanga ? prep from beside 

dido prep from on (introduces a thing) 

didokori prep from along 

diꞌda con from there 

dihaa adv from in it 

dihi prep from in 

dihikoree con that is why, therefore (the previ-

ous clause is the reason for the clause intro-

duced by dihikoree) 

dihikori (di ̱from (introduces an adverb), hi2 in,

inside, kori2 1 around) adv after (in time) 

dihimono (di ̱from (introduces an adverb), hi2 

in, inside, monoo certain, other, another) adv 

sometimes 

dihogo ? prep from behind 

diji1 [dìjí] con because, for (tells the reason for 

the previous clause) 

diji2 [dìjì] prep from to (introduces a person) 

diji . . . di con since (introduces a reason for the

following main clause) 

diji ꞌdi ques why (for what reason) 

dikomo (di ̱from (introduces an adverb), komo 
1 eye) adv through 
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dikori prep around 

diro prep from on, about 

diroo mod some 

diroo ? adj some, certain 

diyal oth snatching 

dïï ? n cold weather 

dïdü mod started, happened 

dïkörü ? adv without, before 

dïlï [d̪ꜜílí] {kädërï} n shadow, shade , dödïlï 

dïtütü ? n sprout ? 

do1 [d̪ɔ]́ {loki} n head , do ï älü , do ma älü , 

kagado , kilingba do 

do2 prep on , dögütü ? 

do- der pfx on, over 

doo adv on it 

do ï älü (do1 head, älü1 1 suck, nurse) v you 

forget 

do ma älü (do1 head, ma I (incomplete), me, 

my (close, inalienable), älü2 enter) v forget 

doaꞌji {loki} (aꞌji thing) n bundle 

dobaa {loki} n abdomen, outside stomach 

dobihi {loki} (bihi2 1 place) n countryside, area

doꞌbugba (ꞌbugba1 2 outside) n world 

doduu �ri {kädërï} (duu 1 real, �ri 1 word) n

truth 

dogaga [d̪ɔg̀àgà] adj along side of 

dogel adv 1) left side 2) wasting time 

dogiji {loki} (giji small hand (unspec. comp. 

form of ji1)) n finger 

dogbondo ? n each other 

dohaga mod crawling 

dohii (hii soil) n earth 

dohogo (hogo 1 back) prep behind 

dojaꞌda (jaꞌda middle) mod middle, between (of

something) 

dokilaga ? n sickness type 

doko1 [d̪ɔḱɔ]́ {loki} n basket 

doko2 (ko 2 edge) mod edge (of something) 

dokoko mod kind, group (of something) 

dokokolawu {loki, kädërï} (koko2 type (of 

something), lawu clothing item) n thread 

dokomo {loki} (komo 1 eye) n 1) forehead 2) 

expanse, separation 

dokono {loki, kädërï} n guide 

dokori ? prep on about 

dokotu adv never 

doku n shame , ꞌbidokuu 

dole (ale search for, inspect) adj roaming, wan-

dering 

dolongo mod hanging 

domaga {loki, kädërï} n boundary 

domuꞌdu mod lying down, resting 

donondo, dondondo adv dawn 

dongaka ? n dry season 

dongara {kädërï} 1) n distance 2) prep between

dongaraa adv between it 

dongo [d̪ɔ̀ŋ gɔ]̀ {loki} n civet cat dongee 

donyaka {loki} (nyaka field, garden) n 1) har-

vest 2) cold season 

dori [d̪ɔr̀ɪ]́ {loki} n year doree 

doturne adv alone 

doturoo adj alone 

doturu adv only, alone 

döbïlï [d̪òbìlì] mod borrowed 

döꞌbëë {loki} (ꞌbëë 1 home, compound) n clan, 

country 

dödïlï {loki} (dïlï shadow, shade) n 1) ghost, 

visable spirit 2) likeness dödïlëë 

dögütü ? (do2 on, gütü strength) n shoulder 

döhï [d̪óhí] {loki} n funeral 

döhögö �ri ? n parable 

dökërï mod side (of something) 
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dökörükötü 1) mod equal, together 2) adv 

equally, together 

dökötü1 (kötü one) adv once 

dökötü2 (kötü one) mod 1) once 2) completely 

dömbëcï {loki} n shoulder 

döndïhï (ändïhï 1 sit) adj 1) settled 2) laid 

down, sitting down 

dörüü {loki, kädërï} (rüü house, hut, room) n 

roof 

dötörö oth standing 

duu mod 1) real , doduu "ri 2) just, upright 

du ? adv more 

dudu [d̪ʊ̀d̪ʊ́] {loki} n grave 

duku [d̪ʊ́kʊ́] {loki} n ant hill 

dümü [d̪ùmú] {kädërï} n asida, thick porridge 

Ꞌd ꞌd

ꞌda adv there 

ꞌdaaꞌdaꞌda adj soft 

ꞌde adv here 

-ꞌdee aff sfx (direction suffix towards speaker) 

ꞌdee ̱ques what 

ꞌdi ques what 

ꞌdice [ɗꜜɪćɛ]́ {kädërï} n message ꞌdicee 

ꞌdongo [ɗɔ́ŋ gɔ]́ {loki} n lump on head 

ꞌduu [ɗꜜʊ́ʊ̀] {loki} n thigh 

ꞌdu ? part (focus marker) 

E e

-ee1 , -ëë3 aff sfx (noun plural suffix ) 

-ee2 , -aa, -ää, -ëë2, -oo, -öö aff sfx 1) him/her 

(long vowel object pronoun on verbs) 2) 

his/her (long vowel possessor pronouns of 

close, inalienable nouns) 3) (long vowel nega-

tive on last word of sentence) 

Ë ë

-ëë1 aff sfx (noun plural suffix) ëndëë adj unripe 

ëndïmëndï adj mature 

26



F f

faca , paca quan a lot of, full 

fala ? n tar 

faranga , paranga {loki} n young man 

farangee 

fati , pati [fꜜátɪ̪]́ {kädërï} n praise 

� ? prep as far as 

�ra , pira [fɪr̀á] {loki} n axe 

�rafa , pirapa {loki ?} n mud wall 

�ri , piri [fɪr̀ɪ]̀ {loki, kädërï} n 1) word , 

bikunya"ri , doduu "ri , "ri kunu , hi"ri , 

na"ri 2) matter 

�ri kunu {kädërï} (�ri 1 word, kunu 2 impor-

tant) n important matter 

�to , pito [fɪt̀ɔ̪]̀ {loki} n cane, walking stick 

fïmbïr1 , pïmbïr1 mod round 

fïmbïr2 , pïmbïr2 adj round 

foli1 , poli1 [fɔl̀ɪ]̀ {kädërï} n cloud, sky 

foli2 , poli2 [fꜜɔĺɪ]́ {kädërï} n shell 

foli3 , poli3 [fꜜɔĺɪ]́ {kädërï} n 1) scale , 

folikomo 2) cover 

folikomo , polikomo {loki, kädërï} (foli3 1 

scale, komo 1 eye) n eyelid 

föꞌdü , pöꞌdü [fòɗù] {kädërï} n fire , hïlëföꞌdü 

föwü , pöwü adv early, formerly 

fule , pule [fꜜʊ́lɛ]́ {loki, kädërï} n scar 

fülï , pülï [fúlí] {loki} n cooking stone 

fürü , pürü [fúrú] {loki, kädërï} n wound, sore

fütü , pütü [fꜜútú̪] {loki} n heel (of foot) 

G g

ga quan all , aꞌjiga , ꞌbaga , hibihiga , ꞌjïï ga , 

kpawuga 

gaga n 1) shore 2) width 

gala [gꜜálá] {loki} n wild dog, jackal galee 

gangaci {loki} n circumcision (male) 

ganja [gꜜáᶮɟá] {kädërï} n 1) iron, metal , 

hakacaganja , magoriganja , mbaaganja 2) 

money , ꞌbiganja 

gägä [gəg̀ə]̀ {loki} n lizard (general) 

gändä quan much 

geero [gɛɛ́ŕɔ]̀ {kädërïï} n tree type 

gewegewe mod falling 

gewu [gɛẁʊ̀] {loki} n town 

gëꞌdï ? n valley 

gi- der pfx small, little (diminuative, the noun 

made smaller) 

gibaanga {loki, kädërï} (baanga wild animal)

n animal, insect gibaangee 

gibuꞌdu {loki, kädërï} (buꞌdu 1 man) n boy 

gihimbi [gɪh̀ɪ ́m bɪ]́ mod last 

giji (ji1 arm, hand) n small hand , dogiji 

gile ? oth maybe, surely , maki gile 

gimaa {loki} (maa2 child) n baby, child , buꞌdo

gimaa ma , mokogimaa , mömü gimaa ma 
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gimbara {loki, kädërï} (mbara 1 remaining) n

remains 

gingaja {loki, kädërï} (ngaja girl) n daughter 

gingo [gꜜɪ ́ŋ gɔ]́ {loki} n hook 

giraciya ? n grace 

giraga ? n refreshment 

giya [gɪýá] {loki} n root 

giyaa mod small, little 

giyee quan some 

go [gɔ]́ {loki} n neck , goji , komogo ? 

goji {loki, kädërï} (go neck, ji1 arm, hand) n 

wrist 

goli1 [gɔl̀ɪ]̀ {kädërï} n wealth, riches , ꞌbigoli 

goli2 adj rich 

göhï [gòhí] {kädërï} n cough 

gönyï {loki, kädërï} n new site 

guu [gꜜʊ́ʊ̀] {loki} n hole , guungil , higuukuꞌda 

guꞌbu [gʊ̀ɓʊ́] {kädërï} n forest, place away 

from houses , ꞌbindereguꞌbu 

guꞌbu ? adv away 

guloto {loki} n granary , gülötöndüü ? 

gulu [gʊ̀lʊ̀] {kädërï} n 1) yeast 2) fermentation 

guumanga ? n spring 

guungil {kädërï} (guu hole) n pit, hole 

guru [gʊ̀rʊ́] {loki} n fish type guree 

gurufa [gʊ̀rʊ̀fà] Arabic n leaves 

gücï mod bottom (of something) , hïgücï 

güükpülä ? n trough 

gülötöndüü ? (guloto granary, ndüü 2 lan-

guage) n dictionary 

gürtë adj short 

gütü [gùtú̪] {kädërï} n strength , dögütü ? 

Gb gb

gbagba ? adv completely, utterly 

gbaja [gb͡áɟâ] {loki} n comb 

gbana prep with 

gbanahi ? prep with in 

gbanini adv with it 

gbanda {kädërï} Bw (Zande) n cassava, man-

ioc 

gbangili ? 1) mod right, correct 2) n grammar 

gbanja mod various, random, different 

gbä, gbö adj complete 

gbändïmö {kädërï} n shatta, hot pepper 

gbiti [gb͡ɪt́ɪ̪]́ {loki} n shield 

gbïgbïtï {loki} n duck, bird type 

gbo prep as far as, up to, until (place) 

gboo [gb͡ɔɔ́]́ {loki} n fence 

gbodo prep up to, as far as 

gbodoo adv up to, as far as it 

gbogbo mod big 

gboji prep up to 

gboko ?1 mod old 

gboko ?2 n old age 

gbondo [g͡bɔ̀n dɔ]̀ {loki} n 1) leg, foot , 

gbondokada , higbondokaga , kokoro gbondo
2) stem, stalk (of plant) 

gbondokada {loki} (gbondo 1 leg, foot, kada
1 sun) n time 

gboro ? prep until on 

gbö prep as far as, up to, until (introduces a 

place) 

gböö adv as far as, up to it 
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gbö, gbä adj complete 

gbugbu [gb͡ʊ̀gb͡ʊ́] {loki} n hole 

gburu mod genuine, original , gburuꞌbaa 

gburuꞌbaa (gburu genuine, original) mod per-

fect 

gbügürü {loki} n bag type 

gbülükü mod round 

H h

haa adv in it 

haba [hàbà] {loki, kädërï} n hippo 

hakaca {loki} Bw (Arabic) n donkey , 

hakacaganja hakacee 

hakacaganja {loki} (hakaca donkey, ganja 1
iron, metal) n bicycle 

haya [hàyà] {kädërï} n sand 

häwü1 [hꜜəẃú] {kädërï} n yawn 

häwü2 [hꜜəẃú] {käder} n hope 

häyëë ? exp no 

he pron you (pl) (incomplete, complete), your 

(close, inalienable) 

hee1 pron her (close, inalienable) (pl noun) 

hee2 pron your (pl) (close, inalienable) (pl noun) 

hee ̱pron your (pl) (neg object) (neg close, in-

alienable) 

hege [hɛg̀ɛ]́ {kädërï} n spirit, god , aga hege 

hegee 

hengu adj sharp 

hëdï [hèdí] {kädërï} n urine, pee 

hëwü [hɛw] num four , mbaba hëwü , mbaba 

hëwü dokii 

hi1 [hɪ]́ {loki} n stomach, belly 

hi2 prep in, inside , ꞌbahi , dihikori , dihimono , 

nahikada 

hi- der pfx in, inside 

hii [híí] {kädërï} n soil , dohii 

hibi part is, was (continuous) 

hibihi ? con instead 

hibihiga (bihi2 1 place, ga all) adv everywhere 

hiꞌba mod sound (of something) 

hiꞌbala {loki} n orphan hiꞌbalee 

hiꞌbana {loki} n skin , hiꞌbana komo 

hiꞌbana komo {loki} (hiꞌbana skin, komo 1 
eye) n eyelid 

hiꞌbongo {loki} n shell (of turtle), cocoon (of 

insect) 

hido1 [hꜜɪd́ɔ̪]̂ {—-} n behaviour, attitude 

hido2 prep in on 

hi�ri {käder} (�ri 1 word) n meaning 

higuukuꞌda {loki} (guu hole, kuꞌda water 

place) n valley 

higba [hɪg̀b͡à] {loki} n stool 

higbondokaga {loki, kädërï} (gbondo 1 leg, 

foot, kaga 1 tree, wood, stick) n forest 

hijab {loki} Bw (Arabic) n amulet, charm, 

fetish 

hiji (ji1 arm, hand) n palm (of hand) 

hika ? 

hikada (kada 2 day) mod 1) noon 2) daytime 

hikata {käder} n 1) heat 2) bitterness, anger 

hiko {kädërï} (ko 1 opening) n mouth 

hikomo {loki} (komo 1 eye) n face 

hikori prep in around 

hikunu {kädërï} (kunu 1 painful) n 1) diarrhea

2) jealousy 
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hile [hɪĺɛ]́ {loki} n baby 

hilete {loki} n 1) spoon 2) shell 

hiliꞌbu {loki} (liꞌbu hive (of bees)) n snail 

hiliꞌbee 

hilili {kädërï} n air, wind , makihililee hililee 

hilo [hɪl̀ɔ]̀ {loki} n dry season 

himi mod inside 

hindo [hɪ ̀n dɔ]́ {—-} n night 

hingaꞌba {loki} (ngaꞌba cheek, side of face) n 

cheek 

hinya [hꜜɪɲ́á] {loki} n bow (for hunting) 

hinyi [hɪɲ̀ɪ]̀ {loki} n scorpion 

hiru [hɪŕʊ́] {kädërï} n saliva 

hita [hɪt̀à̪] {lok, kädërïï} n sauce 

hitoro {kädërï} (toro up, high) n 1) rain , 

bïlëlëhïtörö 2) heaven 

hiwu [hꜜɪẃʊ́] {loki, kädërï} n plant type 

hïꞌbëë {kädërï} (ꞌbëë 1 home, compound) n 

courtyard 

hïꞌbï [hɪɓ́ɪ]́ {loki} n rainy season 

hïꞌbü [hìɓú] {kädërï} n oil, ointment 

hïꞌbühï ? exp please 

hïdökïꞌdï1 {loki} n chest 

hïdökïꞌdï2 {loki} n chest 

hïꞌdï [hìɗì] {loki} n penis 

hïꞌdü [hɪɗ́ú] {loki} n fishing spear 

hïgë [hígé] {loki} n mouse hïgëë 

hïgücï {loki} (gücï bottom (of something)) n 

anus 

hïhïmü [hihim] (hïmü 1 relative by blood) adj 

rotten 

hïkërï [hiker] prep side (of something) 

hïkïnyï {kädërï} (kïnyï tasty) n happiness, 

thankfulness 

hïkü [hɪḱú] {loki} n tree type, fruit of tree type 

hïlëföꞌdü {loki} (föꞌdü fire) n spoon 

hïlëlë {loki} n kite, bird type hïlëlëë 

hïlü [hìlú] {loki} n hyena 

hïmü [hìmù] {loki, kädërï} n 1) relative by 

blood , hïhïmü , mähïmü 2) faithfulness 3) 

parent hïmüëë ? 

hïrö [hìrò] {loki} n liver , hïrökägä 

hïrökägä {loki, kädërï} (hïrö liver, kaga 1 

tree, wood, stick) n flower 

hïrüü {loki} (rüü house, hut, room) n floor 

hïtï [hìtí̪] {kädërï} n health , hïtïrö 

hïtïrö {loki} (hïtï health, ro̱1 1 body) n body 

hïtü [hítú̪] {loki} n stump (of tree) 

ho mod wide open 

hoo [hꜜɔɔ́]̀ {loki} n stream, pool 

hogo [hɔg̀ɔ]̀ {loki} 1) n back , dohogo 2) prep 

behind 

holo [hꜜɔĺɔ]́ {loki} n tail 

homo [hɔm̀ɔ]̀ {loki} n nose 

hondoo mod last 

hölï [hòlí] {loki, kädërï} n bird (general) , bïï 

hölï hölëë 

hu pron 1) she, her (close, inalienable) 2) (topic 

marker for female person or animal nouns) 

huu [hʊ́ʊ́] {kädërï} n 1) breath , amo huu 2) 

spirit , Huu ꞌba Luma 3) wave 

Huu ꞌba Luma (huu 2 spirit, ꞌba1 1 of (posses-

sion for nouns with distant relationship, alien-

able), Luma God) n Holy Spirit 

hucaan Bw (Arabic) n horse 

huo̱ pron her (neg object), her (neg close, in-

alienable) 
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Ï ï

ï pron you (sg), your (close, inalienable) 

ïlï ? v swallow 

ïrï mod rich 

ïyëë pron your (sg) (close, inalienable) (pl noun) 

ïyëë ̱pron you (sg) (neg object), (neg close, in-

alienable) 

J j

jaa adv to me 

jaꞌda n middle , dojaꞌda 

jamel ? n camel jamelee 

je pron we (incomplete), us 

jee pron our (close, inalienable) (pl noun) 

jee ̱pron us (neg object), our (neg close, inalien-

able) 

jekee mod good 

jeki ? mod good 

ji1 [ɟɪ]́ {loki} n arm, hand , bïꞌbï aꞌji ji Luma , 

buꞌduji , giji , goji , hiji , na ji , tirama ji 

Luma 

ji2 pron we (complete) 

ji3 prep to, for (introduces a person or animal) 

joli [ɟꜜɔĺɪ]́ {kädërï} n limp , ꞌbijoli 

jolo [ɟɔl̀ɔ]̀ {loki} n dress (for women) 

jöhï [ɟꜜóhí] {kädërï} n nasal mucus, snot, com-

mon cold 

jölö [ɟꜜóló] {loki} n cock jölëë 

jumu [ɟʊ̀mʊ́] {loki, kädërï} n dish 

jungba [ɟꜜʊ́ᵑgb͡á] {loki} n trap 

Ꞌj ꞌj

ꞌjamaꞌba , ꞌjomoꞌba {kädërï} n kernel, seed 

(of grain) 

ꞌjë ? n womb 

ꞌjïï [ʄꜜíì] {loki} n 1) person , ꞌjïï ga 2) human be-

ing ꞌjïyëë 

ꞌjïï ga (ꞌjïï 1 person, ga all) ind everyone 

ꞌjoo [ʄꜜɔɔ́]̀ {loki} n vagina 

ꞌjohaya {kädërï} n sugar 

ꞌjoko [ʄɔk̀ɔ]̀ {kädërï} n tooth 

ꞌjolanda {kädërï} n hail, ice during rain storm 

ꞌjolo [ʄɔl̀ɔ]́ {loki} n antelope type 

ꞌjomoꞌba , ꞌjamaꞌba {kädërï} n kernel, seed 

(of grain) 

ꞌjögömü [ʄogom] {loki} n testicle 
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K k

ka1 , akpa, kpa [kà] con 1) and, then (continues

the action or idea of the previous clause) 2) in 

order to, so that (tells the purpose of the previ-

ous action) 

ka2 [ká] 1) part be, is, are 2) con as, while 3) con

when (introduces old information before a fol-

lowing main clause with new information) 

ka3 [ká] prep to 

kaa1 [káà] part will (future uncertain) 

kaa2 con whenever, if (introduces an action that 

happens more than once over time or not at 

any specific time) 

ka . . . di con since, after (introduces an action 

that happens before that of the following main 

clause) 

ka ꞌdi ques why (for what purpose) 

kaba part like, as 

kabana part like, as, when 

kabanika ? adv as like that 

kada [kàd̪à] {loki, kädërï} n 1) sun , bicukada

, bidukada , bikada , gbondokada , 

nahikada 2) day , hikada 

kadamono ? adv sometime 

kadere ? 

kaꞌda [kàɗá] con so, as a result (tells the result 

of what happened before) 

kafa adj sharp 

kaga [kágá] {loki} n 1) tree, wood, stick , 

higbondokaga , hïrökägä , kagado 2) 

medicine 3) witchcraft , ꞌbikaga kagee 

kagado {loki} (kaga 1 tree, wood, stick, do1 

head) n beam, rafter 

kajekee ? mod good 

kajiyaa adv to it 

kaka1 prep to 

kaka2 [kàká] adv just, only, but 

kaaka ? con although, even though 

kakpa adj long ago , korikakpa 

kaliki1 {loki} n elbow 

kaliki2 {loki} n bird type 

kama ? part like, as 

kamabal adv 1) slowly 2) gently 

kamakunya ? mod bad 

kamba [kàᵐbà] {loki, kädërï} n honey 

kaana con if, when, after (the result of the condi-

tion is uncertain) 

kaana ? adv be like this 

kani [kánɪ]́ like this 

kaniki oth be like that 

kanu [kꜜánʊ́] {loki} n trunk (of elephant) 

kanda adj new , makanda 

kanga [kàᵑgà] {loki} n ostrich kangee 

kaꞌngaci adv without reason 

kapa ? n side 

kara n cleanliness 

kariya {loki} n antelope kariyee 

kaawu ? con if 

kayee adv first 

kayi [kay] mod first 

käꞌbü mod paralyzed , ꞌbïkäꞌbü 

kädërï quan much 

kädökötü adv forever 

kähü [kꜜəh́ú] {kädërï} n mushroom 

kälä [kəĺə]́ {loki} n mane (of lion) , käläkïtï 

käläkïtï [kəl̀ək̀ìtì̪] {kädërï} (kälä mane (of 

lion), kïtï chair) n tree type 
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käwü [kəẁù] {loki, kädërï} n branch (of river)

kede , kedeka adv also 

kedeka , kede adv also 

kehe [kɛh̀ɛ]̀ {loki} n game, joke 

keje ? 

kele ? n talk, conversation 

kendi oth right, correct , komokendi 

kete [kɛt́ɛ̪]́ {loki} n pot (for water, cooking) , 

ꞌbingbaḵete 

këbï [kèbí] {loki, kädërï} n rope, string, thread 

këhï adj red 

kënyï [kèɲì] {kädërï} n loan 

kërï ? n side 

këtï [kꜜétí̪] {kädërï} n reed 

këtï ? n herd 

ki [kì] con if, when, after (the result of the condi-

tion is certain) 

kii num ten , mbaba hëwü dokii , mbaba kötü 

dokii , mbaba muta dokii , mbaba ngori 

dokii 

kii dongori num twelve 

kii dökötü num eleven 

kii dömüyï kpa kötü num sixteen 

kii dömüyï kpa ngori num seventeen 

kici (aci 1 be hot) adj hot , bihikici ? 

kidi [kɪd̪̀ɪ]̀ {loki} n elephant kidee 

kihene ? 

kihika {loki} n grass broom 

kihiwa {kädërï} n porcupine 

kili n seed 

kilili ? n shilling 

kilingba {kädërï} n 1) bone , kilingba do 2) 

distance 

kilingba do {loki} (kilingba 1 bone, do1 

head) n skull 

kimilimi adj sweet 

kindaru (andaru shrivel, wrinkle) adj wrinkled

kinji [kɪ ́ɲ ɟɪ]́ {kädërï} n fish (general) , 

ꞌbinjakinji kinjee 

kiranya {loki} n snake (general) kiranyee 

kire [kɪŕɛ]́ {loki} n arrow 

kirehee adv late 

kirehi adv fast, quickly 

kiri1 [kɪr̀ɪ]̀ {kädërï} n star kiree ? 

kiri2 adj heavy 

kitigo (tigo strong) adj hard, strong , makitigo 

kiya [kɪýá] {loki} n 1) gall bladder 2) bile, gall 

kïbï [kɪb́ɪ]́ {loki} n drum 

kïcï ? num hundred 

kïdï1 [kɪd̪́ɪ]́ {kädërï} n 1) muscle 2) vein 

kïdï2 adj 1) cold 2) peaceful 

kïlëꞌbï {loki, kädërï} n mountain, hill kïlëꞌbëë

kïlëtï (älëtï perceptive) adj perceptive 

kïlïlï {kädërï} n 1) charcoal 2) unpleasant thing 

kïlïrü {loki} n giraffe 

kïlö [kꜜíló] {loki} n parrot, bird type kïlëë 

kïnjïrëë adj bitter 

kïnyï adj tasty , hïkïnyï , mäkïnyë , mäkïnyëë 

kïnyö [kꜜíɲó] {kädërï} n thorn, brier kïnyöyëë

kïrï mod rich 

kïtï [kìtì̪] {loki} n chair , käläkïtï 

kïtö ? adv 1) forward 2) right, correct 

ko [kɔ]́ {loki} n 1) opening , hiko 2) edge , , 

doko2 3) mouth , akuko ï , akpekoo , 

kongono 

koꞌbëë ? n clan 

koꞌdo [kꜜɔɗ́ɔ]́ {loki, kädërï} n gourd, calabash 

kogo [kɔg̀ɔ]̀ {loki, kädërï} n leopard kogee 

koki [kɔk̀ɪ]̀ {loki} n egret, bird type kokee 

kokidi {kädërï} n rice 

koko1 [kɔḱɔ]́ {loki} n colour, shape 
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koko2 mod type (of something) , dokokolawu 

koko munyu {kädërï} n 1) dura, sorghum type 

2) tree hole 3) dried dura stalk 

kokoli [kɔkɔl] {loki} n kingfisher, bird type 

kokolee 

kokoriyo exp cackle, sound of chicken 

kokoro {loki} n fingernail, talon , kokoro 

gbondo 

kokoro gbondo {loki} (kokoro fingernail, 

talon, gbondo 1 leg, foot) n toe 

komo [kɔm̀ɔ]̀ {loki, kädërï} n 1) eye , 

agbokomo , bïï komo , dikomo , dokomo , 

folikomo , hiꞌbana komo , hikomo , ꞌjokomo

, komokendi 2) face, surface , komogo ? 

komogo ? (komo 2 face, surface, go neck) n 

shoulder 

komokendi {kädërï} (komo 1 eye, kendi 
right, correct) n cleverness 

konu ? adv little 

kongono {loki} (ko 3 mouth, ngono chicken) 

n beak (of bird) 

kongbo [kɔ́ŋ gb͡ɔ]́ {loki} n bird type kongbee 

konyi [kɔɲ] adj white , makonye 

kopa ? sign 

koree adv around, about, before it 

kori1 [kɔr̀ɪ]̀ {loki, kädërï} n footprint, track 

kori2 prep 1) around , agikori , dihikori , 

korikakpa 2) about , akukori 3) before 

korikakpa (kori2 1 around, kakpa long ago) 

adv long time 

koro [kꜜɔŕɔ]́ {loki} n trap 

korokoro {loki} n sharp point, finger nail, claw 

kotoo [kɔt́ɔ̠ɔ́]́ {loki} n 1) back 2) previous time 

koto ? v barren 

köbï [kóbí] {loki, kädërï} n buffalo köbëë 

kökötü [kókótù̪] adj same 

kölï [kꜜólí] {kädërï} n whistling 

kömbötü ? n entrance, gate, door 

körï [kórí] {kädërï} n shea butter tree 

körü ? before, without 

kötü num one , bïkötü , , dökötü2 , , dökötü1 , 

mbaba kötü , mbaba kötü dokii 

köyï ? n food ? 

ku [kʊ̀] con if 

kuda [kʊ̀dá̪] {kädërï} n thirst 

kudo [kʊ̀d̪ɔ]̀ {kädërï} n 1) speech , 

ꞌbiꞌdocikudo 2) judgement 

kuꞌda [kʊ̀ɗá] {loki} n water place , higuukuꞌda 

kuꞌdo ? n gum 

kuꞌdu ? adv first 

kuhu [kʊ́hʊ́] {kädërï} n 1) seed 2) tribe 

kuje [kʊ̀ɟɛ]́ {loki} n hook 

kuꞌja [kʊ̀ʄà] {kädërï} n prostitution , ꞌbikuꞌja 

kuku [kʊ́kʊ́] {loki} n lung 

kukunya ? 1) n sin 2) adj sinful, bad 

kulo kulu kpïï exp (warning) 

kulolo ? n Charcoal 

kulondokulondo mod hanging 

kulongo {loki} n bottle 

kuloyo {kädërï} n millet 

kulu [kʊ̀lʊ́] {kädërï} n revenge 

kumara {loki} n 1) woman 2) wife kumaree 

kunu adj 1) painful , bikunu , hikunu 2) impor-

tant , "ri kunu 

kungu [kʊ́ᵑgʊ́] {loki} n road, path 

kunjaa ? con or 

kunya adj bad , aꞌjikunya , bihikunya , 

bikunya"ri , makunya 

kunyee adv slowly 

kure [kʊ́rɛ]́ {kädërï} n 1) malaria 2) bulb (of 

plant) ? 

kurkur mod low 

kuroco ? n cross 
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kurongo {kädërï} n shout, noise, sound 

kuta [kʊ̀tà̪] {loki} n filter, sieve 

kutu [kʊ̀t ̪ꜜ ʊ́] {loki} n pot 

kuye [kʊ̀yɛ]̀ {loki} n knot 

küdï [kùd̪ì] {loki, kädërï} n worm, maggot 

küꞌdühï {kädërï} n cotton 

kügü [kùgú] {kañër} n laughter 

kükühï {loki} n knee 

küldö mod heaping 

külïï {loki} n python 

külü [kꜜúlú] {loki} n 1) heart , ꞌbïkülü 2) breast

3) middle 

külülü {kädërï} n cry, shout 

külütï adj black 

külüyï [kuluy] {loki} n python külüyïï 

kümö [kùmò] {kädërï} n celebration 

kümü [kúmú] {loki} n navel, belly button 

kümbërï ? n shoulder 

kündï {loki} Bw (Zande) n 1) rattle, instrument

type 2) shell 

kündütü {loki} n heep, pile 

küngü [kꜜúᵑgú] {kädërï} n baboon, monkey 

küngëë 

künyï [kùɲì] {loki, kädërï} n flea, tick, insect 

type künyëë 

küröꞌbö {kädërï} n mud 

Küröhï {loki} n manꞌs name 

kürü1 [kùrú] {kädërï} n caterpillar kürëë 

kürü2 [kꜜúrú] {kädërï} n groundnut 

kütü1 [kútú̪] {loki} n 1) shelter 2) tent 

kütü2 [kùtù̪] {loki} n handle 

Kp kp

kpa [kpá] dial. var. of ka1 and, then 

kpadu adj tall, long 

kpakpa , kpamakpa mod far 

kpamakpa , kpakpa mod far 

kpanga n piece (of something) 

kpara ? n pool, water 

kparkpar ? exp listen, behold 

kpatakpata mod many 

kpawu quan all , kpawuga 

kpawuga (kpawu all, ga all) quan all 

kpängälä mod far 

kpärä [k͡pəŕə́] exp force 

kpärïkpö {kädërï} n tortoise kpärïkpëë 

kpë adj large 

kpënyï 1) mod elder, older 2) n birthright 

kpi adv quietly 

kpii mod remaining, still 

kpico [k͡pꜜícó] {loki} n talon, claw 

kpikpi mod early (morning) 

kpilo adv straight 

kpoꞌdo [k͡pꜜɔɗ́ɔ]́ {loki} n hat 

kpongo mod empty 

kpökpö [k͡pòk͡pó] {loki} n throat 

kpülï [k͡pꜜúlí] {kädërï} n lion kpülëë 

kpümü mod early (morning) 
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L l

laba [lábá] {loki} n bridge 

laalam ? n entrance, door 

lalamu [lalam] {loki} n curse 

landa [làⁿdà] {kädërï} n white stone, rock 

landa ? mod thick, big, great 

langba [làᵑgb͡à] {loki} n drying platform 

lanyi [làɲɪ]̀ {loki} n gun 

laꞌngu , loꞌngu mod big, great, old 

lawu [làwʊ́] {loki} n clothing item , 

dokokolawu 

läꞌjïï ? n 1) grown person 2) master läꞌjïyëë 

längärä {loki} n bed 

lee [lɛɛ́]́ {loki} n fatherꞌs sister, aunt lee 

leheka ? exp behold 

lelekpe mod loose, free 

lëꞌjï [lèʄí] {kädërï} n 1) beer , lëꞌjïcükä 2) al-

cholol 

lëꞌjïcükä {kädërï} (lëꞌjï 1 beer, cuka smoke) n

bubble 

lëlë [lélé] {loki, kädërï} n stone lëlëë ? 

lëmï [lꜜémí] {loki} n sister 

liꞌbu [lꜜɪɓ́ʊ́] {loki, kädërï} n hive (of bees) , 

hiliꞌbu 

liki adv disturbing , ꞌbiliki 

linda , payi [lɪ ́n dá] {loki} n digging tool 

liye adj 1) last 2) soon, shortly 

lïï [líí] {loki} n co-wife 

lïkï mod cold 

lïlïgï mod lost 

lïngë [lìᵑgè] {loki} n horn (of animal) 

lïngï ? n alter 

lïpï ? n stone type 

lïrü [lìrú] {loki} n pelican, bird type lïrüwëë 

Lïwü [lìwú] {loki} n manꞌs name 

lobi [lɔb́ɪ]́ {kädërï} n poem 

logo [lɔǵɔ]̂ {loki} n hoe blade 

loki1 [lɔk̀ɪ]̀ {loki} n crowd 

loki2 mod many 

longbo mod big 

loꞌngo [lɔŋ̀ɔ]́ {kädërï} n friendship 

loꞌngoo ? n adultry 

loꞌngu , laꞌngu mod big, great, old 

löhï [lóhí] {loki, kädërï} n 1) baldness 2) lock, 

bit of hair ? 

luꞌba [lʊ̀ɓà] {loki} n abandoned place 

luꞌju [lʊ́ʄʊ́] {loki} n sap (of tree) 

lukuluku adj smooth 

lula1 [lꜜúlá] {kädërï} n cloud 

lula2 mod blue 

luma1 [lʊ́má] {loki} n brother or sister in-law 

luma2 {kädërï} n god 

Luma [lʊ̀mà] {kädërï} n God , bïꞌbï aꞌji ji 

Luma , ꞌbiluma , Huu ꞌba Luma , tirama ji 

Luma 

lunyi [lʊ́ɲɪ]́ adj starting 

luru [lꜜʊ́rʊ́] {loki} n mudfish luree 

lülë [lùlè] {loki} n water turtle 

lündü [lꜜúⁿdú] {loki} n brother 

lünyï [lùɲí] {loki} n rat lünyëë 

lüyï [lʊ́yɪ]́ {kädërï} n grass 
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M m

ma pron I (incomplete), me, my (close, inalien-

able) , do ma älü 

ma-1 der pfx noun prefix 

ma-2 der pfx modifier prefix 

maa1 [máá] {kädërï} n pregnancy 

maa2 [máá] {kädërï} n child , gimaa muu 

maa3 [máà] part 1) will (future certainty) 2) did 

(helping verb for certainty of action) 

maa̱ pron me (neg object), my (neg close, in-

alienable) 

maca [mácá] {loki, kädërï} n rhino macee 

macoki , macoko {loki} n tooth brush, tooth 

stick 

macoko , macoki {loki} n tooth brush, tooth 

stick 

macucuwe [màcʊ̀cʊ́wɛ]́ {loki, kädërïï} n bird

type (small with long legs, eats grain) 

madadaa ? mod uncountable 

madarahilala ? mod free 

maduruꞌbu {loki, kädërï} (aduruꞌbu dream) 

n vision (supernatural) 

maꞌdooꞌdoko n woodpecker 

magori {loki} n ring, wheel , magoriganja 

magoriganja {loki, kädërï} (magori ring, 

wheel, ganja 1 iron, metal) n bicycle 

mahikoli {loki, kädërï} n mosquito 

mahikolee 

mahitu ? realize 

makaa ? con also 

makaꞌbaa mod wide 

makakpaa adj long 

makana {kädërï} n fruit 

makanaa ? mod fruitfull 

makanda (kanda new) mod new 

makara mod 1) clean 2) bright 

makataa ? mod upset, angry, sad 

maki part be, is , maki gile 

maki gile (maki be, is, gile ? maybe, surely) 

con means that, could be 

makiꞌdaꞌdaa mod soft 

makihililee (hilili air, wind) mod light-weight 

makinjiree mod bitter 

makitigo (kitigo hard, strong (unspec. comp. 

form of tigo)) mod hard 

makitikoo ? mod broken 

makoloo mod deep 

makonye (konyi white) mod white 

makunya (kunya bad) mod bad 

makpa mod long, spacious 

makpulukpu {loki, kädërï} n bettle 

mamba [máᵐbá] {kädërï} n search, hunt , 

ꞌbimamba 

mambirembe [màᵐbɪr̀ɛ ̀m bɛ]́ {loki} n big knife

man ka con even if (the result of the condition is

unlikely) 

manda [mꜜáⁿdá] {kädërï} n groundnut 

mandee ? adv may 

mandiindii [màⁿdɪɪ̀ ̀n dɪɪ́]̀ {loki, kädërïï} n 

small blue bird 

manga [máᵑgá] {loki, kädërï} n stream 

manganga {loki} n drum type 

mangatee (ngatee younger) mod younger 

mangooli , mongooli {loki} n flute 

mangbata ? n bread 

mangburundung {loki, kädërï} n spider 
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mari ? adv yet, still 

marundu {loki, kädërï} n spider 

mata v be sad, angry 

matiyo {loki, kädërï} n story 

maya1 [màyà] {loki} n breast 

maya2 [màyà] {kädërï} n milk 

maya3 [mꜜáyá] {kädërï} n yam 

maykiyaꞌngaꞌnga ? mod dry 

mäcïkï {loki} n louse, lice , mäcïkïrïkö 

mäcïkïrïkö {loki, kädërï} (mäcïkï louse, lice, 

riko bed) n bed bug 

mägürë {loki} n dove, bird type mägürëë 

mähïmü {loki, kädërï} (hïmü 1 relative by 

blood) n relative mähïmëë 

mäkïnyë {kädërï} (kïnyï tasty) n sweetness, 

happiness 

mäkïnyëë (kïnyï tasty) mod sweet, happy 

mäkümünyï [məkumuɲ] {loki, kädërï} n flea

mälïïꞌbëë ? n neighbour 

mänää [məńəə́]̀ adv going out, calming down 

mängälü {kädërï} n grasshopper mängälëë 

mängïrï [mɑᵑgir] {kädërï} n fear , ꞌbïmängïrï 

mängükü {loki} n owl 

mänjükürü [məⁿjukur] {loki, kädërï} n ant 

(general) 

mee pron my (close, inalienable) (pl noun) 

mehe [mɛh̀ɛ]́ {loki} n spear type 

mehe yama n oversized spear 

meyeka , yemeka adv also, again 

mëhï [mèhì] {kädërï} n meat , ꞌbïgümëhï 

mëndë [méⁿdé] {kädërï} n thinness 

mi pron I (complete) 

miꞌdomo n salvation 

migbodo ? n gathering of people 

mijani [mɪɟan] {loki} Bw (Arabic) n weight 

mikpi n helper 

mini [mɪǹɪ]́ {kädërï} n water minee 

mino [mɪǹɔ]̀ {kädërï} n cry, weeping 

mingo [míᵑgɔ]́ {kädërïï} n sign, letter, marking

minyari ? n love 

mira [mɪr̀á] {kädërï} n poison, venom 

miyeeyi , miyooyi {kädërï} n yelling 

miyooyi , miyeeyi {kädërï} n yelling 

mïcï [mící] {kädërï} n potato 

mïcï ? n punishment 

mïndï [mꜜíⁿdí] {kädërï} n dirt, soil 

mïndïgï n faith, belief 

mïnyï [mꜜíɲí] {kädërï} n odour, smell 

mooje exp look, behold, hey people 

moꞌjo mod little 

moꞌjomuu n children 

moko [mɔk̀ɔ]́ {kädërï} n war, fighting , 

aꞌjimoko , ꞌbimoko , mokogimaa 

mokogimaa {kädërï} (moko war, fighting, 

gimaa baby, child (unspec. comp. form of 

maa2)) n labor pains 

molo 1) mod bottom (of something) 2) n bottom 

molo ? prep under 

monoo adj certain, other, another , dihimono 

monoo ? 1) may, maybe, perhaps 2) again 

mongooli , mangooli {loki} n flute 

moori [mɔɔr] {loki} n mother-in-law 

morogot {loki, kädërï} Bw (Arabic) n bedbug 

möölü [mool] {kädërï} n fish type 

mömü [mòmú] {—-} n wife , mömü gimaa 

ma mömünëë 

mömü gimaa ma {loki} (mömü wife, gimaa

baby, child (unspec. comp. form of maa2)) n 

my mother-in-law 

mönyï ? 1) n thistle, grain 2) mod right, south 

möönyü [mooɲ] {kädërï} n dura, sorghum 

type 

38



muu n children (pl. of maa) 

muda ? n account, telling 

muduruꞌbu ? n dream 

muꞌdu [mʊ̀ɗù] n 1) illness, sickness 2) rest 

mulu [mʊ̀lʊ́] {kädërï} n whisper 

mumbu [mʊ̀ᵐbʊ̀] {loki} n corpse, dead body 

munju n beans 

munya [mʊ̀ɲà] {kädërï} n ugliness 

muta num three , mbaba muta , mbaba muta 

dokii 

mutaa adv third 

muyu [mʊ̀yʊ̀] {kädërï} n death muyee ? 

müꞌdï [múɖí] {loki, kädërï} n bush, shade tree 

mükü [mꜜúkú] {kädërï} n fallow ground, aban-

doned place 

mülü [mꜜúlú] {kädërï} n darkness 

müpï ? n apostle 

mütü n load, burden 

müyï [muy] num five , mbaba müyï 

müyï domuta num eight 

müyï dongori [dɔᵑgɔr] num seven 

müyï döhëwü [dɔhɛw] num nine 

müyï dökötü num six 

Mb mb

mbaa1 adv short while 

mbaa2 mod small, diminished , mbaaganja , 

mbirambaa ? 

mbaba hëwü (hëwü four) num eighty 

mbaba hëwü dokii (hëwü four, kii ten) num 

ninety 

mbaba kötü (kötü one) num twenty 

mbaba kötü dokii (kötü one, kii ten) num 

thirty 

mbaba muta (muta three) num sixty 

mbaba muta dokii (muta three, kii ten) num 

seventy 

mbaba müyï (müyï five) num one hundred 

mbaba ngori (ngori two) num fourty 

mbaba ngori dokii (ngori two, kii ten) num 

fifty 

mbaga [ᵐbágá] {loki} 1) n mother 2) mod fe-

male mbagayee 

mbaaganja {loki} (mbaa2 small, diminished, 

ganja 1 iron, metal) n car 

mbaangara [ᵐbààᵑgàrà] {loki} n female 

stranger 

mbara 1) adv remaining , gimbara 2) n balance 

mbäjä {kädërï} n scab (of wound) 

mbele [ᵐbꜜɛĺɛ]́ {loki} n catfish mbelee 

mbere [ᵐbɛr̀ɛ]̀ {kädërï} n palm tree type 

(doleib) 

mbëlï [ᵐbèlí] {loki} n wing 

mbili [ᵐbɪĺɪ]́ {loki} n ear , mbïlïnjïï ? 

mbiloo adv long 

mbira [ᵐbɪŕá] {loki} n net , mbirambaa ? 

mbirambaa ? (mbira net, mbaa2 small, di-

minished) n possession 

mbirawu [ᵐbɪraw] {loki} n wild cat 

mbïlïnjïï ? (mbili ear, njïï1 1 leaf, foliage) n 

leaf 

mbïr ? n anger 

mbïrëꞌdï {loki} n bamboo 

mbïyö [ᵐbìyò] {kädërï} n lie, falsehood , 

ꞌbïmbïyö 
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mbïyöngö {loki} n 1) pen 2) colour 

mbogo {kädërï} Bw (Zande) n hardship 

mböꞌbö mod spoiled 

mbötü [ᵐbꜜótú̪] {loki} n door 

mbuꞌda [ᵐbʊ̀ɗà] {loki} n 1) bag, quiver, pocket

2) hundred 

mbuꞌda kötü num one hundred 

mbulugaa mod not sour 

mbumbuluga1 mod sour 

mbumbuluga2 adj sour 

mburogo {kädërï} n throat mucus, phlegm 

mbülë ? n dust 

N n

na dem 1) this, these (near speaker) 2) somone 

(indefinite topic) 

naa1 part (introduces speech) 

naa2 dem this, these (when distant possessor pro-

noun follows) 

na ̱prep with, in, and, along with , na ji , na"ri , 

nahikada 

na ji (na ̱with, in, and, along with, ji1 arm, hand)

adv have, possess 

na ndu ques which, this how 

nabi part then, did (helping verb that shows a 

important new step forward to develop the 

story) 

nado prep with on 

na�ri (na̱ with, in, and, along with, �ri 1 word) 

adj wanting, needing 

nahi ? prep with in 

nahikada (na ̱with, in, and, along with, hi2 in, 

inside, kada 1 sun) adv daytime 

naka part like, as, be, is 

nakadani ? adv long ago 

naama pron mine 

nandana [nàⁿdánà] adv now 

nandanika adv now 

nandondo ? n morning 

naraki ? con that is why 

nawu ? adv there is 

ne1 pron him, her, his, hers (same, logophoric) 

ne2 pron it (object pronoun) 

nee pron his, her (close, inalienable) (same, lo-

gophoric) (pl noun) 

nee ̱pron him, her (same, logophoric) (neg ob-

ject), his, her (same logophoric) (neg close, in-

alienable) 

ne ne adv with him/her (same as subject or re-

porter) 

nebit ? n grape 

ni pron I, he, she (same, logophoric) 

nika , anika dem that, those (near hearer) , 

banika 

nini adv with it 

nïnï [níní] {loki} n motherꞌs sister, aunt nïnëë 

Noo [nɔɔ̀]̀ adj Mr. 

no ba adv with him 

no he adv with you (pl) 

no hu adv with her 

no ï adv with you (sg) 

no je adv with us 

no ma adv with me 

no ye adv with them 
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noko [nɔk̀ɔ]̀ {loki} n motherꞌs brother, uncle 

nokee 

nokotoo adv yesterday 

Nd nd

ndaa ? con which, who ? 

ndaliko {loki} n chameleon, lizard type 

ndalikee 

ndani adv today 

ndanga ? 

ndatara {loki} n tongue 

ndee1 adv before 

ndee2 part was (past) 

ndende adv shakingly 

ndere [ⁿdɛŕɛ]́ {kädërï} n 1) walk , 

ꞌbindereguꞌbu 2) trip 

ndibi ? n oath, promise 

ndira [ⁿdɪr̀à] {loki} n pencil 

ndïꞌbö [ⁿdìɓò] {loki} n chin 

ndïkä [ⁿdꜜíkə́] {loki} n law, rule 

ndïrï [ⁿdꜜírí] {kädërï} n pimple, blemish (on 

skin) 

ndobo [ⁿdɔb̀ɔ]́ {kädërï} n work , ꞌbimindobo 

ndondo [ⁿdɔ̀n dɔ]̀ 1) n dawn, morning 2) adv 

east 

ndöꞌjï [ⁿdóʄí] {kädërï} n semen 

ndörü [ⁿdꜜórú] {loki} n mourning, grieving 

ndu ques how 

nduꞌba ? n begging 

ndugu [ⁿdʊ̀gʊ̀] {kädërï} n price , bihindugu , 

ꞌbindugu 

nduꞌju [ⁿdʊ́ʄʊ́] {kädërï} n 1) greeting 2) peace 

nduma [ⁿdʊ̀má] {kädërï} n grass ndumee 

ndumu adv tomorrow 

nduru [ⁿdʊ́rʊ́] {kädërï} n weakness 

ndüü [ⁿdꜜúù] {loki, kädërï} n 1) sound, voice 

2) language , gülötöndüü ? 3) messenger 

ndüböö adj older, elder 

Ng ng

nga adv long ago 

ngaꞌba [ᵑgꜜáɓá] {loki} n cheek, side of face , 

hingaꞌba 

ngaha [ᵑgáhá] {kädërï} n run 

ngaja [ᵑgàɟá] {loki} n girl , gingaja ngajee 

ngaka mod towards 

ngaka gël adv 1) left side 2) north 

ngaka mönyï adv 1) right side 2) south 

ngakoto mod long ago 

ngala [ᵑgàlà] {kädërï} n dance 

ngaligbi {loki} n rainbow 

nganja [ᵑgáᶮɟá] {kädërï} n crocodile nganjee 

ngara1 1) mod great 2) n male stranger 
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ngara2 mod soon 

ngatee adj younger , mangatee 

ngati ? mod younger 

ngatikan quan few, some 

ngaya , yenyi [ᵑgꜜáyá] {käder} n scabies, itch-

ing disease 

ngayi [ᵑgꜜáyɪ]́ {loki} n table, wooden structure 

ngäbü [ᵑgəb́û] {loki} n cobra, snake type 

ngii ? n pigeon 

ngira [ᵑgꜜɪŕá] {kädërï} n forest, bush 

ngitikani [ᵑgɪt̀ɪk̀ánɪ]̀ adj small, little 

ngïrï [ᵑgírí] {loki, kädërï} n firewood 

ngoo1 [ᵑgꜜɔɔ́]̀ {loki} n 1) in-law, relative by 

marriage 2) guest ngooyee 

ngoo2 [ᵑgꜜɔɔ́]̀ {loki} n marriage , amingoo 

ngomu n abscess , ꞌbingomu 

ngono [ᵑgɔǹɔ]̀ {loki, kädërï} n chicken , 

kongono ngonee 

ngonjo [ᵑgɔ́ɲ ɟɔ]́ {loki} n shin (of leg) 

ngoꞌngo [ᵑgꜜɔŋ́ɔ]́ {kädërï} n housefly 

ngoꞌngee 

ngoree adv second 

ngori [ᵑgɔr] num two , mbaba ngori , mbaba 

ngori dokii 

ngoyo [ᵑgꜜɔýɔ]́ {kädërï} n song 

ngökü [ᵑgꜜókú] {kädërï} n rubbish, garbage 

ngöönü [ᵑgoon] {kädërï} n snore 

nguru [ᵑgʊ́rʊ́] adv really 

ngüꞌdü1 [ᵑgꜜúɗú] {loki, kädërï} n hump (on 

back) 

ngüꞌdü2 [ᵑgꜜúɗú] {loki, kädërï} n blindness , 

ꞌbïngüꞌdü 

ngülï [ᵑgúlí] {loki} n 1) widow, widower 2) 

widowhood 

ngülü mod deep 

ngüngülü ? n knee 

ngürü ? n call 

Ngb ngb

ngbala [ᵑg͡bꜜálá] {loki} n 1) whip 2) arm 3) 

branch 

ngbangu [ᵑgb͡àᵑgʊ́] {kädërï} n okra 

ngbangbata ? mod thick 

ngbaya {kädërï} Bw (Zande) n maize type 

ngbo adv just 

ngbondo ? n trunk (of tree) 

ngbongbo ? 1) n elder 2) mod large 

ngbulu mod big, thick, solid, robust 

ngbütü [ᵑgb͡ꜜútú̪] {kädërï} n deafness , 

ꞌbïngbütü 

Nj nj

nja1 [njà] part did, had (perfect) nja2 [njá] part not 
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nja3 mod how, what, great 

njaa ̱part not (for clauses without a verb) , 

aꞌjinjaa 

njaka mokoloo mod shallow 

njakada adv always 

njïï1 [ᶮɟíí] {loki} n 1) leaf, foliage , mbïlïnjïï ? 2)

book 

njïï2 mod green 

njolo [ᶮɟɔl̀ɔ]̀ {loki, kädërï} n frog, toad njolee 

njonjo mod small 

njula [ᶮɟʊ̀là] {kädërï} n rubber 

njuru1 [ᶮɟʊ̀rʊ̀] {kädërï} n 1) poverty , ꞌbinjuru 

2) lack of something 3) sorrow , binjuru 

njuru2 [ɲɟʊr] mod poor 

Ny ny

nya [nyà] con as, while, when (shows an action 

that happens at the same time as the previous) 

nyaꞌda [ɲꜜáɗá] {kädërï} n smile, welcome 

nyaka [ɲáká] {kädërï} n field, garden , 

donyaka 

nyaki ? adv as is 

nyala ? n fruit of körï tree 

nyälä [ɲəĺə]́ {kädërï} n wealth 

nyere [ɲꜜɛŕɛ]́ {loki, kädërï} n chief, lord 

nyeree 

nyëënyëë mod blinking 

nyihi [ɲɪh́ɪ]́ {loki, kädërï} n 1) moon 2) month 

nyihee 

nyïtï [ɲꜜítí̪] {kädërï} n potato 

nyoro [ɲɔŕɔ]́ {kädërï} n tumor 

nyörö ? adj ? 

Ꞌng ꞌng

ꞌngaaꞌngaꞌnga adj dry 

ꞌngäcä1 [ŋəćə]́ {loki} n slave, servant ꞌngäcëë 

ꞌngäcä2 [ŋəćə]́ {kädërï} n slavery 

ꞌngälꞌngälï mod bright 

ꞌngoo [ŋꜜɔɔ́]̀ {kädërï} n termite 

ꞌngoꞌngo [ŋɔŋ̀ɔ]̀ {kädërï} n catfish, fish type 

Ö ö

ötümötü adj rotten 
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P p

paca , faca quan a lot of, full 

paranga , faranga {loki} n young man 

parangee 

pati , fati [pꜜátɪ̪]́ {kädërï} n praise 

pawu ? 

payi , linda {loki} n digging tool 

pira , �ra [pɪr̀á] {loki} n axe 

pirapa , �rafa {loki ?} n mud wall 

piri , �ri [pɪr̀ɪ]̀ {loki, kädërï} n 1) word 2) mat-

ter 

pito , �to [pɪt̀ɔ̪]̀ {loki} n cane, walking stick 

pïmbïr1 , fïmbïr1 mod round 

pïmbïr2 , fïmbïr2 adj round 

poli1 , foli1 [pɔl̀ɪ]̀ {kädërï} n cloud, sky 

poli2 , foli2 [pꜜɔĺɪ]́ {kädërï} n shell 

poli3 , foli3 [pꜜɔĺɪ]́ {kädërï} n scale, cover 

polikomo , folikomo (unspec. comp. form of 

foli3 1,komo 1) {loki, kädërï} n eyelid 

pöcö ? n flood 

pöꞌdü , föꞌdü {kädërï} n fire 

pölï n fire pot 

pöwü , föwü adv early, formerly 

pule , fule [pꜜʊ́lɛ]́ {loki, kädërï} n scar 

pülï , fülï [púlí] {loki} n cooking stone 

pürü , fürü [púrú] {loki, kädërï} n wound, 

sore 

pütü , fütü [pꜜútú̪] {loki} n heel (of foot) 

R r

raa [ráá] part then, after, later (helping verb for 

next action in a sequence of actions) 

raka [ráká] {loki} n shoe, sandle 

raki [rákì] adv like this, in that way 

ranga [ráᵑgá] {loki} n vulture rangee 

räkä [rək̀ə]̀ {loki, kädërï} n bread 

rätä oth crazy 

rekembe {loki} n shell instrument 

reme [rɛm̀ɛ]̀ {kädërï} n squirrel remee 

rembo [rɛ ́m bɔ]́ {loki} n sheep rembee 

rëtï quan many 

rëyï [rɛy] quan plenty, common 

riko [rɪḱɔ]́ {loki} n bed , mäcïkïrïkö 

riti [rɪt̀ɪ̪]̀ {loki} n razor 

ro1 [rɔ]́ {loki, kädërï} n name 

ro2 [rɔ]̀ part out, (end of clause) 

roo [rɔɔ̀]̀ adv only, just, completely, then 

ro̱1 [rɔ]́ {loki} n 1) body , bïhïbïꞌdögürö , hïtïrö 

2) self 

ro̱2 [rɔ]̀ prep for, at, on 

roba pron.emph himself 

roꞌbu mod wanting, needing 

roꞌdi ? ques why 

rohe pron.emph yourselves 

rohu pron.emph herself 

roje pron.emph ourselves 
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rokitigo ? n power 

roma pron.emph myself 

rone pron.emph himself, herself (same, lo-

gophoric) 

ro̱o [rɔɔ́]̀ adv for it 

roye pron.emph themelves 

röï pron.emph yourself 

rökïdï ? n blessing 

rökïnyï ? n happiness unspec. comp. form 

bïhïrökïnyï ? happiness, celebration 

rötö [rótó̪] {loki, kädërï} n bald person 

runga [rʊ̀ᵑgà] {loki, kädërï} n rural area for 

farming 

ruꞌnga [rʊ̀ŋà] {loki, kädërï} n twin rungee 

rüü [rúú] {loki} n house, hut, room , dörüü , 

hïrüü 

rüjü [rùɟù] {kädërï} n flour 

rürü [rꜜúrú] {kädërï} n filth, uncleanness 

T t

taa [tá̪á] ques when 

taba [tà̪bá] {kädërï} n leprosy 

taꞌba [t ̪ꜜ áɓá] {kädërï} n tobacco 

taga 1) mod afternoon, evening , ꞌbataga 2) adv 

west 

tanja [tà̪ᶮɟà] {kädërï} n guinea fowl tanjee 

tara1 [tà̪rà] {loki} n lip 

tara2 [tà̪rà] {kädërï} n quarrel 

tarana {loki, kädërï} n tree type 

taayaa̱ ques when (neg) 

tayi adj morning , bihitayi 

tängü mod blocked, obstructed 

tängbü mod end (of something) 

tängbüö ? adv forever 

täꞌngä [tə̪ŋ̀ə]̀ {kädërï} n antelope type täꞌngëë

tele [t ̪ꜜ ɛĺɛ]́ {kädërï} n swim 

tene [t ̪ꜜ ɛńɛ]́ {kädërï} n insult 

tii [tɪ̪ɪ́]́ {kädërï} n peanut, nut used for making 

sauce 

tiꞌdi [tɪ̪ɗ̀ɪ]́ {kädërï} n vomit 

tiꞌdo [tɪ̪ɗ́ɔ]́ {kädërï} n weed 

tigo adj strong , bitigo , kitigo , titigo 

tigoo adj weak, faint 

tiki [tɪ̪k̀ɪ]́ {kädërï} n intestine 

tiki guru mod yellow 

tile [tɪ̪ĺɛ]́ adj flooding 

tira [tɪ̪ŕá] {kädërïï} n ant 

tirama {kädërï} n blood , tirama ji Luma 

tirama ji Luma {kädërï} (tirama blood, ji1 

arm, hand, Luma God) n sacrifice (traditional)

titigo (tigo strong) adj hard 

titikpi mod loose 

tiyi [tɪ̪ỳɪ]́ {loki, kädërï} n ant type 

tïbï, kïtïbï mod unripe 

tïlü [tì̪lù] {loki} n ring 

tïngölï [tiᵑgol] {loki} n mortar, bowl for hold-

ing grain while pounding it 

toꞌdo [t ̪ꜜ ɔɗ́ɔ]́ {kädërï} n salt 

toko adv also 

tolo [tɔ̪ĺɔ]́ {kädërï} n juice, dew 

tolo hiru n nest 

tondi [t ̪ꜜ ɔ́n dɪ]́ {loki, kädërï} n leech, insect type
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toro mod up, high , ꞌbatoro , hitoro 

tooto ? adv different 

toyi1 [tɔy] adj near 

toyi2 [tɔy] mod near 

töꞌbö [t ̪ꜜ óɓó] {kädërï} n fat , ꞌbïtöꞌbö 

törü adv completely, strongly 

tuu [tʊ̪́ʊ́] {loki} n grandparent tuuwee 

tupa ? n top to bottom 

tutu [tʊ̪̀tʊ̪́] {loki} n grinding stone 

tuutuu n ancestor tuutuuyee 

tüdü [tù̪d̪ú] {kädërï} n cry, weeping 

türü [tù̪rù] {loki} n 1) government, governor 2)

oranization 

tütü [t ̪ꜜ útú̪] {kädërï} n shell (of groundnut) 

U u

u- aff pfx someone (indefinite subject, middle) 

u ? con and 

uda dial. var. of da2 then, but 

udaka v count 

ukpaa , akpaa mod short 

ume adv not good 

ununu oth suffering 

undee ? con when 

unjaa ? adv not (shows something does not ex-

ist) 

Ü ü

üküꞌbörö mod used up ünyï mod good, sweet 

W w

wa [wà] adv not 

waade ? adv only 

wala ?1 adv not (before incomplete dependent 

verbs) 

wala ?2 con or 

wale ? Bw (Arabic) con or 

waꞌnga [wàŋà] {kädërï} n poison 

waro adv not 

waru [wárʊ́] {kädërï} n fish type waree 

wäjï [wəɟ́î] {loki} n hawk, bird type wäjëë 

wälï [wꜜəĺí] {kädërï} n wild dog wälëë 

wängä [wə́ŋ gə]́ {kädërï} n greed, jealousy , 

ꞌbïwängä 

wänjä mod wide open 
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wärä mod bright 

wätäwätä mod big 

wile ? 1) adv not (before complete dependent 

verbs) 2) con or 

wilele {kädërï} n small animal type like civet 

cat wilelee 

wilengu adj turning downward suddenly 

wiri [wꜜɪŕɪ]́ {kädërï} n bud (of dura head) 

wïcï ? livestock ? 

wölï [wòlì] {loki} n brain 

wörö ? adv already 

wücï ? n camp 

wüyï [wùyì] {kädërï} n abscess, infection in 

skin 

Y y

ya ? exp oh 

yaa ? the one 

yakara [yakar] {loki, kädërï} n pumpkin type 

yala [yálá] {loki} n fly swatter 

yanga [yàᵑgà] {loki} n clitoris , biꞌnga yanga 

ye 1) pron they (incomplete), them, their (close, 

inalienable) 2) part (plural noun topic marker) 

yee pron their (close, inalienable) (pl noun) 

yee ̱pron them (neg object), their (neg close, in-

alienable) 

yeke ? they be ? 

yemeka , meyeka adv also, again 

yenyi , ngaya [yɛɲ̀ɪ]̀ {kädërï} n scabies, itch-

ing disease 

yewu [yɛw] part there are, exists 

yëë adv awhile, long time, completely 

yëgë [yégé] {loki, kädërï} n locust yëgëë 

yëkëë ̱ques who (neg) 

yëkï ques who yëkëë 

yërë [yéré] {loki} n younger twin 

yëyë ? n my mother 

yëyï [yèyì] {loki} n boat, canoe 

yi pron they (complete) 

yongi mod exhausted 

yöngölö {loki} n bell 

yungba [yʊ́ᵑgb͡á] {kädërï} n hatred , ꞌbiyungba
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