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Introduction

This book shows how to write words so that readers can more easily know the correct meaning.
We will learn three spelling rules that help reading and writing, as well as all the sounds that
join together to make words. This book is for Jumjum readers and writers. It is especially

important for those writing books and translating Scripture to understand the lessons of this
book.

Each of the Jumjum words in this book is listed in the Jumjum Word List at the end of the
book. If you need to check the correct spelling of a word, you can look for the word at the end
of this book.

There are English words in this book that may be new to you. Each new word is underlined
and explained when it is first used. If you later see the word and forget what it means, you can
also find it explained in the Glossary at the back of the book.

This book can be taught to participants in a workshop. A person can also use this book to
teach himself/herself without a workshop or instructor. You should read each lesson and then
immediately do the exercise following the lesson. The exercise will help you test your
understanding of the lesson. The answers to the exercises are in the back of the book. After
completing an exercise, immediately check your answers to see how well you have understood.
For each of your incorrect answers, try to understand the correct answer. Ask other Jumjum if
you need help.
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Jumjum Alphabet

The first step in learning to read and write Jumjum is learning the alphabet. The Jumjum
language has 28 letters, as shown in the following list of words. When texting on mobiles, the
letters dh, nh, n, ny, ng, th can be used instead of the letters d, n, n, i, 1, t.

Jumjum Alphabet!

For Books | For Mobiles

Aa [a] | angar bed

Ai [a] | dp sun

Bb [b] | bar mosquito

Cc [c] | cawna arrow

Dd [d] | daay  shelter, rakuba
Dd Dh dh [d] | deel goat

Ee [e] |en fruit of Tamarind tree
Gg [g] | geel lion

Hh [h] | hama hop (like frog)
Ii [1] |iin hyena

i [i] |1 badger

Jj [3] |jin scorpion

Kk [k] | kaay  bow

L1 [1] |leegnda wild cat

M m [m] | maan fire

N n Nh nh [n] | naafh  calf, young cow
Nn Nn [n] | piinnd mud wasp

N fi Ny ny [n] | fian crocodile

Dy Ng ng [0] |oiiy  razor

Oo [0] | oogok toad

Pp [p] | paan  moon

Rr [c] | rufit  rainbow

Tt [t] |toon  cock

!'In addition, there is one word ba'am ‘no’ with the letter ' for the glottal plosive [?], and this word is in contrast
with the word baam ‘jaw’ which does not have the glottal plosive.



Tt Th th [t] |toy spear

Uu [U] |uuru  ostrich
Ui [u] |itik  python
W w [w] | wiitw ~ fox

Yy [yl | yaal marabou

The Jumjum word list at the end of this book has the same order as the list above.
Exercise 1

Write each of the words in the list above next to the letters below. Say each word as you write
them. Listen to the sound each letter makes.

a 1 p
a j r
b k t
c 1 t
d m u
d n i
e n w
g n y
h 0

i 0

Syllables

Now we learn how Jumjum letters are joined together in words. Words can be divided into
syllables, or beats. Each of the words below has three syllables. They can be divided into
three separate beats as shown.

Three-syllable words




tipilic ti  pi  lic tish spear
giilkiite gil ki te dove, bird type
tooriya too 11 vya digging tool
boloottok bo loot tok butterfly
teebdlan tee bid lap car

tukulan tu ku lap tuft, lock of hair

Each of the words below have fwo syllables. They can be divided into two separate beats as
shown.

Two-syllable words
ike i ke she, he

titiik i tik | python, snake type
ddda ad da enemy

olkon ol  kon | bird type

libo Ii bo | rhino

nagar na  gar | drum

balga bal ga | butterfly

kiljam | kdl  jam | animal skin

oogok | oo gok | toad

dnnaa an mnaa | baby

jiitilo jui o goat

yeewilkk | yee wik | dry season

kuukcu | kuuk cu | drum

duulyoy | duul noy | boar, male pig
meenka | meen ka | spider

Each of the words below have one syllable. They cannot be divided into more than one beat.

One-syllable words
il badger

ap sun

et dung (pl)
uup | snails (pl)
aak | milk

me | people (pl)
lap | muds (pl)
tuk | buftalos (pl)
naak | lice (pl)

Exercise 2

Say each word below and listen to the number of beats in each word. Write the number of
syllables (1, 2, or 3) in the blank __ to the left of each word. Then divide the word into
syllables in the blanks to the right of each word. Write one syllable on each blank. Do not fill
more blanks than the number of syllables. The first one has been done as an example.



number of syllables

divided into syllables

2 cornu
kalkale

puumay
ul

kalak
tiitiriin
picca
boro
tukularg
rudit
boom
adda
wadktin
1iton
tooriya
cambiir

wiil

cor nu

bird type
gall bladder
shell (of bettle)

rat
millipede
donkey

fire sticks
widow

tuft of hair
stirring stick
throwing stick
enemy
breath, spirit
bird type
digging tool
door

tail

Consonants

Some letters are consonants and some letters are vowels. In the word rudit ‘stirring stick’, the
letters r, d and t are consonants and u and i are vowels.

Consonants often begin syllables and end syllables. Vowels are in the middle of syllables and
sometimes begin or end syllables. In the syllable ru of rudit, the consonant r begins the
syllable, and the vowel u ends the syllable. In the syllable dit, the consonant d begins the
syllable, the consonant t ends the syllable, and the vowel i is in the middle of the syllable.

In a few words such as iitiikk ‘python, snake’, the first vowel ii is a syllable by itself. A vowel
can be a syllable by itself, but a consonant cannot be a syllable by itself.



The following 20 letters are Jumjum consonants:

Jumjum consonants

Bb
Cc
Dd
Dd
Gg

Hh
J]
Kk
L1
Mm

Nn Rr
Nn Tt
N i Tt
Dy Ww
Pp Yy

The following 8 letters are Jumjum vowels:

Jumjum vowels

éa
Ai

Ee Il
Ii

Oo Qu
Ui

In this lesson, we learn about Jumjum consonants. In a later lesson, we learn about Jumjum
vowels.

The list below has Jumjum words with each of the consonants. All consonants can be at the
beginning of words except n. All except h are found in the middie of words. Many consonants
can be at the end of words. But, the consonants b, d, d, g, h, j, n and t cannot. The consonant h
is only found in the word hama ‘hop (like a frog)’. The consonant n is only ever doubled as nn
(it is never single n alone). It is only ever the result of an added suffix (A suffix is an ending of
words, such as —né, -ni, -kki. These suffixes show only one or more than one of a word). For
example, the suffix —né on piit ‘wasps’ (which changes to -ni) as piinnd ‘wasp’ shows only one
of this word.

Word beginning Word middle Word end
Bb | biibbi eyelash libo rhino —
balga buttertly kabal sheep —
Cc |calli spirit cicam  knife 1ic ladle, spoon
corgu bird type kiicam  skin bag nic behind, afier
Dd | dira bracelet rudit stirring stick | —
duulyoy  boar, pig waddon  witchdoctor —
Dd | daw baboon kiiiidi eagle —
dulak throwing stick | diidi cricket —
Gg |giyyd squirrel biitigi owl —
guypa wild cat oogok  toad —
Hh | hama hop (like fiog) | — —
Jj jutilo goat yaajo trader —
joon god fujo beggar —
Kk | kitta star tikon tooth stick gaaggaak raven, bird
kuukcu  drum ike she, he yiluk rainy season




Ll |lul mudfish giileet  fortoise gaadal sword
liton bead kalak millipede biilbiil quiver, bag
M m | meenka spider guumay shell kiljam animal skin
maccuy  free type jamak  praying mantis | luum grass
Nn |nimmd goose jiind smoke olkon bird type
nagar drum kiina stream diin bird
Nn |— winnan rope —
— piinnd  mud wasp —
N |iiaal rain kifio hunter pirkifi hail, ice
illigl mongoose il down erpafi sickle, tool
)y | paajo fruit bat tigal sand kottag tortoise
piil dance lutunaii  bone marrow | polloy sky
Pp | piito farmer duupa  muscle lep tongues (pl)
picca fire sticks tipilic  fish spear lap muds (pl)
Rr |rawcan twig boro widow dor hammer
riinit rainbow tiilirlin ~ donkey angar bed
Tt |tukulay fufi, hair gito midwife et dung (pl)
tambal  stool, chair 1iton bird type git ear
Tt |tiy haze of dust | lillitey  abscess —
tuul daughter titiik python, snake | —
W w | wadktin breath, spirit | yeewilk dry season naaw udder
wiil tail aawu cat wiiw fox
Yy |yit armpit liyap feather wooy river
yol hippo yuuyu  fog biiiiy shoulder blade
Exercise 3

In each word below, circle each consonant. Do not circle any letters that are not consonants.
The first one has been done as an example.

@ u @ i @ stirring stick

d wulngoy boar, male pig

d ulak throwing stick

r i A 1t rainbow

W i nnan rope

t ii n grandmother, old woman
h a ma hop (like frog)
cambir door

jur g i animal like hare

d wu p a muscle



Consonant sequences

Consonants are often next to each other in the middle of words. These are called consonant
sequences.

Sometimes a consonant sequence is always in a word, regardless of if the word is one (singular)
or more than one (plural). For example, the sequence kt is in both wédktin ‘breath’ and
wiadktinni ‘breaths’.

‘ Always occurs | Occurs with a suffix
only one (singular) wadktdy  breath | win head
more than one (plural) | wadktianni breaths | witkd heads

But sometimes a consonant sequence is only in a word when it adds a certain suffix. For
example the word wifi ‘head’ only has the consonant sequence tk when it adds the suffix —kka
(which changes to —ki) in witkd ‘heads’.

Below, there are other consonant sequences. Some sequences always occur in a word. Others
only occur when a suffix is added to the word. And some sequences can work in both ways in

different words.

Consonant sequences’

Always occurs in word Occurs with a suffix on word
tk witkd heads (pl)
ck icka ladles, spoons (pl)
kt | wiadktdy breath, spirit
kc | kuukcu drum pakcan duras, sorghums (pl)
bg badbgi doves, birds (pl)
dg madga brothers (pl)
lidga axes (pl)
jg kadjga wild cats (pl)
yiijga mice (pl)
Ic polcan cloud
Ik | glilkiite dove, bird type balka farms (pl)
kalkale  gall bladder kalka fences (pl)
olkon bird type nalka rains (pl)
Ib | biilbill  quiver, bag
balbal back of head, nape
1d aaldi chins (pl)

2 Nearly all consonant sequences involve a different place of articulation. Only sequences with initial glide (daycan
flower’, keyiian ‘gourd’, dawké ‘baboons’, kidwgi ‘sisters’) or nasal (tambal ‘stool’, tontol ‘elbow’, meenka
‘spider’, aggar ‘bed’) can have consonants with the same place of articulation.
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lg | balga butterfly tadlga floods (pl)
bilgifi bat adlga tracks, footprints (pl)
lj | kéljam  animal skin
jaljal earring
Im kalman camel (sg)
I delfian penis (sg)
In | duulyoy boar, male pig
ly | yalyil voice box, larynx
rp | erpai sickle, cutting tool
Ic biircan vein (sg)
rk | pirkif hail, ice from sky | barka mosquitos (pl)
karkar  rocky place karka stomaches (pl)
rb carbaata  heat (sg)
rg | jurgii animal like hare turgu sisters-in-law (pl)
gerger  guitar, instrument | a4rga hut, room (pl)
Ij diirji young men (pl)
ril durfiu young man (sg)
ry | corgu bird type burgu cloth (sg)
burngu barren woman
yp | guypa wild cat
yc deycan flower (sg)
yk kayka bows (pl)
yd kaaydi clans (pl)
yg wayga fathers (pl)
yn annayni whips (pl)
yil keyifian gourd (sg)
wce kawcan seed (sg)
wk dawka baboons (pl)
wd nowdi oils (pl)
wj awji porcupines (pl)
wg kawgid sisters (pl)
wn cawna arrow (sg)
wil awiha porcupine (sg)
mk bamké Jjaws (pl)
mb | tambal  stool, chair
cambiir  door
md umdon nose (sg)
mg cicimga  knives (pl)
mil namfiam  sesame seed (sg)
nt | yantan  name
untal cotton, thread
nt | tontol elbow nanti place (sg)
nk panki moons (pl)
ng jenga trees (pl)
nk poiiku tradition, custom (sg)
ad paafdagni cobras, snakes (pl)

-11 -



ng weflga vultures, birds (pl)

pk | meenka spider napgka crocodiles (pl)
nd endi wear (v)

ng | anpgar bed wanga eyes (pl)
Exercise 4

In the words below, circle all consonant sequences. Do not circle any letters that are not in a
consonant sequence. The first one has been done as an example.

b i @i i bat

w iy k & rivers (pl)

y al1ly al g i voice boxes (pl)
k udgu canoes (pl)

k ur k on fingernail

b iii k ¢ a n lung

l1 1t on bead
rawk i twig (pl)

Doubled consonants

The same consonant is sometimes next to itself in the middle of a word, as in amma ‘food’.
These are called doubled (long) consonants. When there is only one of a consonant, as in jamak
‘praying mantis’, it is a single consonant.

Do you hear the difference between mm in amma and m in jamak? The doubled consonant mm
takes longer to say and seems to cause a ‘bounce’—like driving over a bump in the road.

Sometimes a doubled consonant is always in a word, regardless of if the word is one (singular)
or more than one (plural). For example, tt is in both kittd ‘star’ and kittdni ‘stars’.

‘ Always occurs | Occurs with a suffix

only one (singular) kittd star | tiittd ladder
more than one (plural) | kittdni = stars | tiirka ladders

But sometimes a doubled consonant is only in a word when it adds a certain suffix. For
example, the word tiittd ‘ladder’ only has the doubled consonant tt when it adds the suffix —id
(which changes to -td) in tiittd ‘ladder’, and not when it adds the suffix —kka (which changes to
—k&) in tiirkd ‘ladders’.

Below, there are other doubled consonants. Some of these always occur in a word. Others only
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occur when a suffix is added to the word. And some can work in both ways in different words.
For each doubled consonant, there are also words with the same single consonant. Listen
carefully to hear the difference between the doubled and single consonants.

Doubled consonant

Always occurs in word

Occurs with a suffix on word

Single consonant

tt kitta star muuttu  string belt lutunan bone marrow
boloottok buttertly tiitta ladder titiik python, snake
kottan tortoise aatti chicken, hen patikay  bark (of tree)
atanga chickens (pl)
taatan ash
cc | piccd fire stick kooccu  hoe cicam knife
maccuy  Iree type lacan stick
kiicam skin bag
kucungu  hoes (pl)
kk | dkkin naming cermony | akki milks (pl) patdkay  bark (of tree)
iikon tooth stick
tukulan tuft, hair
bb | biibbi eyelash libo rhino
teebdlan  car
kabal sheep
dd | adda enemy waddon  witchdoctor
rudit stirring stick
ji ijja centipede iji took, taken (v)
yadjo trader
nujo beggar
gg | gaaggaak raven, bird type | tliggii lips (pl) nagar drum
yugiilan  kidney
biiiigt owl, bird
oogok toad
mm | amma food lammi  mud jamak praying mantis
nimma goose uummu  snail guumay  shell (of turtle)
dimmin 7/l (v) dimidi falling (v)
m | —- piinnd  mud wasp —
—- naannd  shell —-
nn | annay whip tinna witchdoctor gaani cut (grass) (v)
jiind smoke
kTind stream
fif paafind  cobra, snake taafii press (v)
rifiit rainbow
gy | dngygaa baby legna tooth anaani who
tial sand
yy | giyyd squirrel dyya salt liyan feather
wayen owner
11 calli spirit gaadalli  swords (pl) naali peel (v)
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elli hyena biilbiilli  guivers, bags (p/) | biiiilin bruises (pl)
killan whistle kalak millipede
polloy sky boloottok  buttertly
diilliin open area dulak throwing stick
T angarri  beds (pl) paari wrap (v)
uuru ostrich
Exercise 5

Carefully read and say the test words between the lines below. The bold consonant in the
middle of each test word may or may not be written correctly. Test the sound of the bold
consonant by comparing it with the consonant sound in the words on the left and right. Then
write the word with the correct consonant. The first one has been done as an example.

Correct Test Word Correct Write correctly
doubled consonant singular conosnant
kottan tortoise taattan  ash itk python, snake | taatan
maccuy  free type kooccu  hoe kucungu hoes (pl)
akkin cermony iikkon  footh stick | tukulay  tufi, hair
biibbi eyelash kabal sheep libo rhino
gaaggaak raven, bird | tigi lips (pl) nagar drum
amma food nima goose jamak  praying
mantis
annay whip tinna witchdoctor | jiina smoke
paanfia cobra, snake | rinfiit  rainbow taafii press (v)
dnpaa baby lenpa tooth anaani who
giyya squirrel wayyen owner liyap feather
calli spirit gaadali swords (pl) | naali peel (v)
angarri beds (pl) uuru ostrich paari wrap (v)

Consonants t and t

The consonants t and t sound similar at the beginning of words. When we listen carefully, we
hear the sound of t in tinné ‘breast’ is different than the sound of t in tinnd ‘witchdoctor’. Say
each of the words below. Listen carefully to the difference in sound between t and t.

Tt | Tt

tinna breast tinna witchdoctor

titon clitoris tiin grandmother, older person
tinal sand tiitta ladder
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tiiron girl titta top of head

tipilic fish spear tiibba shadow

tambal stool, chair taatan ash

taal flood tddngon  locust, grasshopper
tun dew tuur sister-in-law, brother-in-law
tuk buftalos (pl) tuul daughter

tuujgon messenger tuurn horn

tiiggti lips (pl) tlignl brain

tiikk lip tuy haze from dust
toon cock tontol elbow

tol string, thread ton crowd, spear

tiil money, gold

tiikon silver

tel leg

tey waist

taannd side (of body)

tiip language

tuiirty donkey

The letters t and t can also be inbetween vowels. When we listen carefully, we hear the sound
of t in witd ‘buttocks’ is different than the sound of t in patidkay ‘bark’. Listen carefully to the
difference in sound between t and t in the words below.

t t

witd buttocks (pl) | patikay bark (of tree)
piito farmer miton  dark (adj)

titon clitoris meeton  bridge of nose
liton bead lutugati  bone marrow
giilkiite  dove, bird type | lillitey ~ abscess
carbaata Aheat taatay  ash

kutungu pigs (pl) kiititon  blemished (adj)
iiton bird type itk python, snake type
yatinni  chiefs (pl) atanga  chickens (pl)
gito midwifte

Exercise 6

Carefully read and say the test words between the lines below. The bold consonant in the
middle of each test word may or may not be written correctly. Test the sound of the bold
consonant by comparing it with the consonant sound in the words on the left and right. Then
write the word with the correct consonant. The first one has been done as an example.

Correct consonant t ‘ Test Word | Correct consonant t ‘ Write correctly
tinna breast tinal sand tinna witchdoctor tinal
tiiron girl tiitta  /Jadder tiibbd  shadow
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tambal  sfool, chair tabi touch (v) | taatay  ash

taal flood tipka  sides (pl) | tadngon locust, grasshopper
tuujgon messenger tuul daughter | tuuy horn

tiikk lip tiggli  brain tily haze from dust

tol string, thread |toon  cock ton crowd, spear

piito farmer liton  bead miton  dark (adj)

giilkiite  dove, bird type | iitik  python liiitey  abscess

wata buttocks (pl) atangd chickens | patikay bark (of tree)
carbaata Aheat bata is like | taatay  ash

Consonants d and d

The consonants d and ¢ sound similar at the beginning of words. When we listen carefully, we
hear the sound of d in deycan ‘flower’ is different than the sound of d in deygon ‘porridge’.
Say each of the words below. Listen carefully to the difference in sound between d and d.

Dd Dd

diilliip open area dilla stick

diimgon blacksmith diidi cricket, insect type
dira bracelet dira many

dil kingtisher, bird type diik goats (pl)

deen cow, 0x delfian penis

deycan flower deygon porridge

daampok  attic daw baboon

dik cows (pl) dérédnan palate, upper mouth
durfiu young man dulak throwing stick
duulnoy boar, male pig duulgon braider

duupa muscle duuggu necks, shoulders (pl)
diilman digging tool duungon  older person

daan old dor hammer

daap shelter, rakuba don neck, shoulder

The letters d and d can also be inbetween vowels. When we listen carefully, we hear the sound
of d in kiilidi ‘blow (fire)’ is different than the sound of ¢ in kiiiidi ‘eagle’. Listen carefully to
the difference in sound between d and d in the words below.

d | d
kiiidi ~ blow (fire) (v) | kiitidi  eagle
rudit stirring stick | diidi  cricket, insect type

waddon witchdoctor
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Exercise 7

Carefully read and say the test words between the lines below. The bold consonant in the
middle of each test word may or may not be written correctly. Test the sound of the bold
consonant by comparing it with the consonant sound in the words on the left and right. Then
write the word with the correct consonant. The first one has been done as an example.

Correct consonant d Test Word Correct consonant ¢ Write correctly
diimgon  blacksmith dilla  stick diina hip dilla
diimgon  blacksmith diik goats (pl) | diidi cricket, insect type |
deycan  flower deen  cow, ox deygon  porridge L
daampok attic daay  shelter daw baboon L
dak cows (pl) didgin arrive, go | dédrdngafi  palate of mouth L
duriiu young man dula collecting | dulak throwing stick L
duulnoy  boar, pig duupa muscle duulgon braider L
kutidi blow (fire) (v) | duudi take, carry | kiiiid1 eagle L

Consonants at the end of words

The consonants p, t, ¢, k can be at the beginning, middle and end of words. The consonants b,
d, j, g can be at the beginning and middle of words, but never at the end of words.

Word beginning Word middle Word end
P p | piito farmer duupa  muscle lep tongues (pl)
piccd fire sticks | tipilic  fish spear lap muds (pl)
Tt | tukulan ffi, hair | gito midwife et dung (pl)
tambal  sfool, chair | Titon bird type git ear
Cc | calli spirit cicam  knife 1ic ladle, spoon
corgu bird type | kiicam  skin bag nac behind, afier
K k | kittd star tikon tooth stick | gaaggaak raven, bird
kuukcu  drum ike she, he yiluk rainy season
B b | biibbi eyelash libo rhino —
balga butterfly | kabal sheep
D d | dira bracelet rudit stirring stick | —-
duulnoy boar, pig | waddon witchdoctor
Jj |juilo goat yaajo trader —
jooy god nujo beggar
G g | giyyd squirrel biitigi  ow/ —
guypa wild cat oogok  toad
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So, we have the following spelling rule for these consonants at the end of words.
Spelling Rule 1: At the end of words, write p, t, ¢, k and not b, d, j, g.

Correct | Wrong

lap  muds (pl) |1db  muds (pl)
naat shells (pl) | vnaad shells (pl)
puuc fendons (pl) | puvj tendons (pl)
aak  milk aag milk

Exercise 8

Carefully read and say each test word below. The bold letter of each test word may or may not
be written correctly. Write the word correctly in the space given. The first one is done as an

example.

Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly
ed dung (pl) et piik water

waak  things (pl) dog necks (pl)

midt  brother lep tongues (pl)
puyj tendons (pl) rifiid  rainbow

aag milk yak fishes(pl)

yat armpit tipilij  fish spear

gid ear wic up, on (loc)
lek teeth (pl) dak cows (pl)

1ab muds (pl) piit mud wasps (pl)
pac behind (loc) tiig lip

maag  beer, alcohol iic ladle, spoon
uup snails (pl) jiik word, language

Vowels

The words kuun ‘canoe’ and kiiiin ‘thorn’ have different vowel sounds. Do you hear the
difference? The vowel uu in kuun ‘canoe’ is a light vowel [-ATR]. The vowel iiii in kiilin
‘thorn’ is a heavy vowel [ + ATR]. We write dots on all heavy vowels.

Vowel differences

light vowel kuun canoe heavy vowel kiilin thorn
short vowel kun  womb, uterus, nest | long vowel  kuun canoe
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High tone  kul  warthog Low tone kul  deep water

The words kun ‘womb’ and kuun ‘canoe’ also have different vowel sounds. Do you hear this
difference? The vowel in kun ‘womb’ takes less time to say than the vowel in kuun ‘canoe’.
The vowel in kun ‘womb’ is a short vowel and the vowel in kuun ‘canoe’ is a long vowel.

The words kul ‘warthog’ and kul ‘deep water’ also have a difference in sound. However, these
words have the same vowel and only a difference in the tone. Tone is how high or low the
sound of the vowel is. The word kul ‘warthog” has High tone and the word kul ‘deep water’
has Low tone.

The chart below shows the 8 Jumjum vowels. There are 5 light vowels a, e, i, 0, u and 3 heavy
vowels &, 1, ii. All can be short or long, and all can have High or Low tone.

Jumjum Vowel

Light [-ATR] Heavy [+ ATR]
a |mal calf(ofleg) a |wil  gourd
aa | baam jaw 44 | baam dove, bird type
e | tel leg

ee | ceel shin

i |dil kingfisher, bird type |1 | bil iron
ii | piil dance il | miill night

o |yol hippo
00 | nool  crippled person, limp

u |tuk  buffalos (pl) i |tik  /ip, beak
uu | kuun canoe ul | kitin  thorn

In the next three lessons, we learn more about these different sounds of vowels.

Heavy and light vowels

Some words have light vowels [-ATR] such as a in mal ‘calf’. Other words have heavy vowels
[+ ATR] such as & in wil ‘gourd’. Heavy vowels have dots. Light vowels do not have dots.
Other words below have the vowel a or 4. Say each of these words and listen to the sound of
the vowels a and 4.

a light, short a heavy, short
mal calf (of leg) wil gourd

daw baboon bar mosquito
bal farm yat armpit

flap crocodile an sun

war eye, face way father

kani wild cat kaw sister

yak fish (pl) pay path, road

-19-



balbal back of head, nape | an hut, room, house
kabal sheep kédn stomach, belly
flamflam  sesame seed dak cows (pl)

amma food lap muds (pl)

balga butterfly pak duras, sorghums (pl)
annay whip yalyal voice box, larynx
gaaggaak raven, bird type kiljaim  animal skin
jamak praying mantis yantay  name

gaadal sword wadktdny breath, spirit
kalak millipede

jaljal earring

tambal stool, chair

angar bed

nagar drum

karkar rocky place

The following words have the long vowels aa or #4.

aa light, long a3 heavy, long

baam Jjaw baim dove, bird type

paan moon aan time, occurance

baal prostitute yaal marabou stork

kaal féence kaal cave, hole

flaaw udder madk beer, alcohol

kaay bow (for hunting) paam hill, large rock, molar tooth
yaam basket type paam lower back

aak milk aal track, footprint

naam  point, tip of arrow tadl flood

faal rain mait brother

baan village, town nady mother’s brother, uncle
daan shelter, rakuba aam thigh

jaan tree nadn action, deed

waak things (pl) laan animal

paat shells (pl) naak lice (pl)

kaan snake paanna cobra, snake type
maan fire, gun maanga women, wives (pl)
naafn calf

yaan bull

The following words have the vowels e or €. Say each of these words and listen to the sound of
the vowel e.

e light, short

tel leg

et dung (pl)

en fruit of Tamarind tree

-20-



tey
lep
ket
lek
me

waist, small of back
tongues (pl)

livers (pl)

teeth (pl)

people (pl)

gerger guitar, lyre, instrument type

The following words have the long vowel ee.

ee light, long

geel lion

deel goat, female goat
ceel shin (of leg)

The following words have the vowels i or 1.

i light, short i heavy, short
dil kingfisher, bird type | bil iron
Kkiy foot
kil extended family jin abdomen, outer stomach
git ear tipilic  fish spear
kim branch
kifi bee
wifl head
tir witchdoctors (pl)
pirkifi  hail, ice fiom sky
bilgin  bat

The following words have the long vowels ii or i.

ii light, long il heavy, long
piil dance miil night

piik  water il badger
miin  deaf person, mute iic  /Jadle, spoon
wily  dry stream wiil  tail

wiiw  fox jiin  scorpion

tiil money, gold jiin  water hole
kiin  guinea fowl diin  bird

iin hyena piit  mud wasps (pl)
yiin  girafte pily razor

tiin grandmother, old woman | fiirfi mongoose
yiil field, farm

liik elephant (pl)

diik  goat (pl)

jiik hairs (pl)

yiih  mouse
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kiin ~ orphan
diidi  cricket, insect type
biibbi eyelash

The following words have the vowel o.

0 light, short

yol hippo

pofi tradition, custom
koy tree type

dor hammer

toy spear

tol string, thread
noy anus

fiom face, forehead
don neck, shoulder

yor body

ton crowd

tontol  e/lbow

kolgon fat

boro widow, widower
olkon  bird type

pollon  sky

The following words have the long vowel oo.

00 light, long

nool  crippled person, limp
boom throwing stick
wWooy  river

mooy castrated male cow
joon  god

joom  monkey

boon  [lizard type

poofi  hare, rabbit

toon cock, rooster

goon  axe

fioon  male goat

oon man
ook men (pl)
oogok toad

The following words have the vowels u or ii.

u light, short il heavy, short

tuk  buffalos (pl) | tiik lip, beak
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ul rat tily haze from dust
lul mudfish tiin language

kul warthog tiik brains (pl)

tufi dew kimmii egg

ul testicle kiicci  pig, sow

yun year miiggli  fitend (pl)

bupy arm, wing

kun womb, uterus, nest

gun side (of body)
tudgu cocks (pl)
gudgu axes (pl)
duriu  young man
buryu cloth

The following words have the long vowels uu or {iii.

uu light, long il heavy, long

kuun canoe kiiiin thorn

uuy blind liiy coldness, cold time
uun knee blily  shoulder blade
tuun horn uilli  navel, belly button
luum grass luiiykii  saliva (pl)

muuy gazelle

tuul daughter, virgin

tuur sister-in-law

juun termite, termite mound

guun dog

uup snails (pl)

puuc tendons (pl)

juumgu  monkeys (pl)
buuggu  /lizards (pl)

puujgu hares (pl)

duuggu  necks, shoulders (pl)
uullu song

buullu Tabaldi tree

muuttu string belt, waist cloth
uuru ostrich

yuuygu  maggots (pl)
puuggu  mouthes (pl)
luummuk  grassiand

Exercise 9
Carefully read and say the test words between the lines below. The bold vowel in the middle

of each test word may or may not be written correctly. Test the sound of the bold vowel by
comparing it with the vowel sound in the words on the left and right. Then write the word with
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the correct vowel. The first one has been done as an example.

Correct vowel a Test Word Correct vowel 4 | Write correctly
mal  calf kan stomach, belly | wal  gourd kén
mal  calf kan wild cat wil  gourd

mal  calf dnndy  whip wil  gourd

mal  calf yantan name wil  gourd

baam jaw madk  beer, alcohol | bidm dove

baam jaw aam thigh bidm dove

baam jaw jaan tree bddm dove

dil kingftisher git ear bil iron

dil kingftisher wifl head bil iron

dil kingtisher kiy foot bil iron

piil dance piik water miil  night

piil dance jiin scorpion miil  night

piil dance diin bird miil  night

tuk buftalos (pl) | tuy language tiik lip, beak

tuk buftalos (pl) | yiin year tiik lip, beak

tuk buffalos (pl) | miggii friend (pl) tiik lip, beak

kuun  canoe liiim  grass kiitin  thorn

kuun  canoe uullu  navel kiilin  thorn

kuun  canoe guuy dog kiiin ~ thorn

Short and long vowels

The words bal ‘farm’ and baal ‘prostitute’ have different vowel sounds. The vowel in baal
‘prostitute’ takes longer to say than the vowel in bal ‘farm’. The vowel in baal ‘prostitute’ is a
long vowel and the vowel in bal ‘farm’ is a short vowel.

Each of the 8 Jumjum vowels can be short or long. We write long vowels with doubled vowel
letters.

Short vowels Long vowels
a|bal farm aa | baal prostitute
a|dy sun aj | adg  time
e|tel leg ee | ceel shin
i | wii  head ii |yiii mouse
i|bil Jiron i | miil night
o | poil tradition, custom | 0o | poofi hare, rabbit
u | kun  womb, uterus, nest | uu | kuun canoe
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i | tily haze fiom dust | il | biilly shoulder blade

The following words have the vowel a or aa. Say each of these words and listen to the sound
of the vowels a and aa.

a aa

bal  farm baal  prostitute

mal calf (of leg) | haal  rain

daw baboon naaw udder

kai  wild cat maan fire, gun

warn eye, face daan  shelter, rakuba
flan crocodile kaan snake

yak  fish (pl) waak  things (pl)

The following words have the vowel & or &4.

a ai

wil  gourd tadl  flood

yat  armpit madt  brother

an sun aan time

way father nddy mother’s brother, uncle
kidn stomach, belly | ldan  animal

dik cows (pl) maak beer, alcohol

The following words have the vowel e or ee.

e | ee

tel leg ceel shin

en  fruit of Tamarind tree geel lion

tey  waist, small of back deel goat, female goat

The following words have the vowel i or ii.

i ii

dil  kingfisher, bird type | niil  dance
kil  extended family yiil  field, farm

wili  head yiii  mouse

git  ear jiikk  hairs (pl)

kim branch miin  deaf person, mute
wiiw  fox

wily  dry stream
The following words have the vowel 1 or i.

i | i

bil  iron | miil night
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jin abdomen, outer stomach | jiin  scorpion

kiy foot wiil  tail
jiin  scorpion
yily razor

The following words have the vowel o or oo.

0 00
yol  hippo nool  crippled person, limp
pon  tradition, custom | poon  hare, rabbit

koy tree type wooy river

noy anus mooy castrated male cow
nom face, forehead boom throwing stick

ton  spear booy /izard type

don neck, shoulder | hoon male goat

ton  crowd jooy  god

The following words have the vowel u or uu.

u uu
kun womb, uterus, nest | kuun canoe
kul  warthog tuul  daughter, virgin
yun year tuun  horn
bun arm, wing juun termite, termite mound
tuk  buftalos (pl) guun dog

puuc tendons (pl)

uung  knee

The following words have the vowel i or iii.

ii | iiii

tily haze from dust | biilly shoulder blade

tiin Jlanguage kiilin  thorn

tik /Zip, beak lilly coldness, cold time

Exercise 10

Carefully read and say the test words between the lines below. The bold vowel in the middle
of each test word may or may not be written correctly. Test the sound of the bold vowel by
comparing it with the vowel sound in the words on the left and right. Then write the word with
the correct vowel. The first one has been done as an example.

Correct short vowel | Test Word ‘ Correct long vowel | Write correctly
kai  wild cat nah  calf maan fire, gun naan
daw baboon naw  udder baal  prostitute

-26-



kai  wild cat waan eye, face maan fire, gun

bal  farm naal rain baal  prostitute

dik cows (pl) lap muds (pl) maak beer, alcohol

kidn stomach, belly | pam  lower back ladn  animal

ladan  animal bar  mosquito tadl  flood

tel leg del  goat, female goat | ceel  shin

tel leg leep rtongues (pl) ceel  shin

tel leg lek teeth (pl) ceel  shin

dil  kingfisher tiil money, gold piill  dance

wifi  head kiin  guinea fowl yiil  mouse

wili  head kiin  bee yiil  mouse

kiy  foot niy  razor wiil  tail

jin  abdomen diin  bird jiin  scorpion

jin  abdomen jiin water hole jiin  scorpion

yol  hippo dor  hammer nool  crippled
person

yol  hippo tol string, thread nool  crippled
person

pon  fradition, gon  axe poofi  hare, rabbit

custom

yun year touii  dew juun  fermite

kul  warthog tur sister-in-law tuul  daughter

yun year guun side (of body) juun  fermite

tlly haze from dust | lillly coldness, cold bliliy shoulder blade

time
tik  [/ip, beak tiiik  brains (pl) bliliy shoulder blade
tik  /ip, beak tiip language kiitin  thorn

Mixed vowels in words

Vowels are often mixed together in the same word. In the following chart, all possible ways
that vowels can be combined in the same word are shown. Read each word carefully and listen
to the sound of the two vowels together. The vowels along the left are first vowels in words.
The vowels along the top are second vowels in words.

[ e

Lo

B i

lu | i i
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a | nagar marey naajo aalla tabi aawu paldi cambiir
drum motherinlaw | fruit bat | chin touch (v) | cat pots (pl) door

e | erpan gerger meeton | lenyd dula enni | —- elli yeewiik
sickle guitar nose tooth dungs hyena dry time

o | kottan kiy done boro — koli corgu fowdi —-
tortoise | ankle widow refuse (v) | bird oils (pl)

a | pakcan | intd pine yadjo yantan dkkin dam- naggl —-
sorghum | knuckle trader name ceremony | kdpuugin co-wives(pl)

attics (pl)

i | dira ike gito kitta bilgii yiluk X X
bracelet | he, she midwifte | star bat rain season

u | guypa kiy tuule nujo —- rudit burgu X X
wild cat | toe beggar stir stick | cloth

i | cicam intd jife libo piccd X X niiri yiltiik
knife palm rhino fire stick mongoose winter

i | kiicam giileet juiilo iilla X X biitigi itiik
skin bag | tortoise goat black owl python

An X shows which vowels are not possible in syllables next to each other because of sound
changes that take place. For example, when the light vowels i, u are in syllables next to
syllables with the heavy vowel 1, {i, they become heavy as 1, {i. That is, the vowel i cannot be in
a syllable next to a syllable with 1 or ii, and the vowel u cannot be in a syllable next to a
syllable with 7 or ii. A dash —- shows which vowels have not yet been found in syllables next
to each other, but may later be found when more words are collected.

We have the following spelling rule for mixed vowels.

Spelling Rule 2: Write any two vowels in syllables next to each other. Except, never write the
light vowels i, u in a syllable next to a syllable with the heavy vowels i, ii.

Mixed light vowels Mixed heavy vowels | Mixed light and heavy vowels
marey mother-in-law | fTdggi co-wives (pl) | aalld chin

naajo fruit bat piccd fire stick paldi pots (pl)

tabi touch (v) yiltiik winter season | cambiir door

aawu cat biiiigi ow/ erpai sickle tool
meeton  nose bridge illa black (adj) lenpd tooth

dula enni  dungs (pl) elli hyena

kottan tortoise yeewiik dry seasonk
kiy done ankle fowdi oils (pl)

koli refuse (v) pakcan sorghum
coryu bird intd nife knuckle

dira bracelet yaijo trader

ike he, she akkin naming ceremony
gito midwife damkédpuugin attics (pl)
yiluk rainy season kitta star
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guypa wild cat cicam knife
kiy tuule foe inti jine palm
fiujo beggar libo rhino
rudit stirring stick kiicam skin bag
giileet tortoise
juitilo goat

However, the light vowels o, e, a can be in a syllable in-between the vowels i, u and i, ii.

Heavy vowels separated by light vowels

liboni rhinos (pl)
juitiloni goats (pl)
giilkiiteni doves (pl)
tooriyani digging tools (pl)

Exercise 11

Carefully read and say each test word below. The vowels of each test word may or may not be
written correctly. Write the word correctly in the space given. The first one is done as an
example.

Test Word Write correctly | Test Word Write correctly
ituk python, snake | titiik niiri mongoose L
pirkin  hail, ice L bilgii  bat L
uuru ostrich L kiimmu egg L
kitta star L kiicam  skin bag L
diiriu ~ young man L yiluk rainy season |
biiigi  owl, bird L rlifiit rainbow L
diilllin  open area L yiltuk  winter season |
padkcan sorghum L aalla chin L
diidi cricket L jurgin  animal type |

Consonants y, w at the end of words and syllables

The consonants w, y can be at the beginning and end of words, in-between vowels and also
before consonants in the middle of words.

Word beginning Word end Between vowels Before consonant
W w | wadktin breath, spirit | haaw  udder yeewilk dry season | dawkd baboons (pl)
wiil tail wiiw  fox aawu cat kiawgd sisters (pl)
Yy |yit armpit wooy river liyan feather guypa wild cat
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yol hippo blilly shoulder | wiyen  owner wiygd fathers (pl)
blade

However, two vowels are never beside each other. Vowels are always separated by a consonant,
such as w or y.

Correct | Wrong \

yeewiik | yeeiikk | dry season
aawu aau cat

liyan lian feather
wayen | waen | owner

The vowels u, ii and i, T are never next to other vowels. Instead the consonants w and u can
come between a vowel and a consonant, or at the end of words.

Correct ‘ Wrong | ‘ ‘ Correct | Wrong ‘
dawkd | daukd | baboons (pl) | | haaw faau udder
kawga | kaliga | sisters (pl) wiiw wiiu fox
guypa | guipa | wild cat wooy | wooi | river

waygd | wiigd | fathers (pl) biiiiy biitii shoulder blade
So, we have the following spelling rule:

Spelling rule 3: Never write two different vowels next to each other. Instead, separate vowels
with w or y, and write w or y at the end of a word or syllable.

Exercise 12
Carefully read and say each test word below. The bold letter in each test word may or may not

be written correctly. Write the word correctly in the space given. The first one is done as an
example.

Test Word Write correctly | Test Word Write correctly
pai path, road pay tooria  digging tool

waawa father’s sister juin rise up

kdlican seed (sg) miy mother

koy tree type noudi  oils (pl)

yuuyu fog nddy  mother’s brother

muui  gazelle peeyi  crunch, chew

deycan flower (sg) keifian gourd (sg)

ciwnd  arrow (sg) wiiu fox

1ty coldness kaaydi clans (pl)
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Tone

[This section should be completed after further study of tone is done in the Jumjum.]

Spelling Rules Reviewed

In this book, we have learned three spelling rules that help reading and writing. We now
review these rules. There are examples after each rule. The page number is shown where the
rule is further explained.

Spelling Rule 1 (page 17): At the end of words, write p, t, ¢, k and not b, d, j, g.

Correct | Wrong

ldap  muds (p/) |1dab  muds (pl)
naat shells (pl) |vnaad shells (pl)
puuc fendons (pl) | puvj tendons (pl)
aak  milk aag milk

Spelling Rule 2 (page 28): Write any two vowels in syllables next to each another. Except,
never write the light vowels i, u in a syllable next to a syllable with the heavy vowels 1, ii.

Mixed light vowels Mixed heavy vowels | Mixed light and heavy vowels

marey mother-in-law | Tdggi co-wives (pl) | aalld chin

naajo fruit bat picca fire stick paldi pots (pl)

tabi touch (v) yiltiik winter season | cambiir door

aawu cat biiligi mongoose erpan sickle tool

meeton  nose bridge illa  black (adj) lenna tooth

dula enni  dungs (pl) elli hyena

kottan tortoise yeewiik dry seasonk

kiy done ankle nowdi oils (pl)

koli refuse (v) pakcan sorghum

corgu bird intd pane knuckle

dira bracelet yaijo trader

ike he, she akkin naming ceremony

gito midwife damké&puugin attics (pl)

yiluk rainy season kitta star

guypa wild cat cicam knife

kiy tuule toe inta jine palm

fiujo beggar libo rhino

rudit stirring stick kiicam skin bag
giileet tortoise
jiitilo goat
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However, the light vowels o, e, a can be in a syllable in-between the vowels i, u and i, ii.

Heavy vowels separated by light vowels

liboni rhinos (pl)
juiiloni goats (pl)
giilkiiteni doves (pl)
tooriyani digging tools (pl)

Spelling rule 3 (page 30): Never write two different vowels next to each other. Instead, separate
vowels with w or y, and write w or y at the end of a word or syllable.

Correct | Wrong \

yeewiik | yeeiikk | dry season
aawu aau cat

liyan lian feather
wayen | waen | owner

Correct \ Wrong | \ \ Correct | Wrong \
dawkd | daukd | baboons (pl)| | haaw | fiaau udder
kawga | kaliga | sisters (pl) wiiw wiiu fox
guypa | guipa | wild cat wooy | wooi | river

wiygd | wdigd | fathers (pl) biiiiy biiiii shoulder blade
Exercise 13
Carefully read and say each test word below. The bold letters in each test word may or may

not be written correctly. Write the word correctly in the space given. The first one is done as
an example.

Test Word Write correctly | Test Word Write correctly

diidi cricket diidi diillun open area

waawa father’s sister riinit rainbow

gid ear koy tree type

kiicam  skin bag caund arrow (sg)

deican  flower (sg) gaaggaak raven, bird

aalld chin pakcan sorghum

lep tongues (pl) iij ladle, spoon

yuuiu  fog faau udder

leg teeth (pl) kaaidi clans (pl)

naal mother’s brother piit mud wasps (pl)

juin rise up tooria digging tool
Jumjum Word List
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Below, singular words (one) and plural words (more than one) are in alphabetical order. There
are nouns (n), verbs (v), pronouns (pron), and other word categories listed by the abbreviations
below.

Word category abbreviations

adi = adjective describes a noun

adv = adverb describes a verb

n = noun a person, animal, place, thing, or idea
n.sg = singular noun | a singular noun that has no plural form
n.pl = plural noun a plural noun tha has no singular form
part = particle word or affix that has a special use

loc = locative shows the place of the action

pron = pronoun takes the place of a noun or noun phrase
v = verb an action, motion, change, or state

ques = question word | asks a question

Singular  Plural

Aa

aak akka n milk

aalla aaldi n chin

aatti atanga n chicken, hen
aawu aawni n cat

amma ammani n food

annay annayni n whip

anaani ques who

angar angarri n bed

Ai

aal adlga n track, footprint
aam amga n thigh

adn ddapka n time

ddda dddani n enemy

akkin akkinni n naming cermony
an adrga n hut, room, house
an anka n sun

dnnaa annaani n baby

awna awiji n porcupine

dyya adydi n salt

Bb

baal balka n prostitute

baam bamka n jaw

baan banka n village, town
bal balka n farm

balbal balbalga n back of head, nape
balga balgani n butterfly
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bata
badm
bar
biibbi
bilgif
bil
biircan
boom
boory
boloottok
boro
buullu
buy
burgu
burngu
biitigi
biilikcan
biiiilon
biiiiy
biilbiil

Cc
calli
cambiir
carbaata
cawna
ceel
cicam
corgu

Dd
daampok
daan
daan
deen
deycan
dil

dira
diimgon
duudi
duulyoy
duupa
dula
durfiu
diilliip
diilman

badbga
barka
biibbini
bilgififii
bilka
biirki
bomku
buuggu
boloottonni
boroni
buulgu
buggu
burguni
burungu
biitigini
biikiingii
biitilin
bliykii
biilbiilli

callini
cambiirri
caardi
cawga
celka
cicamga
corpuni

damkdpuugin
danka

danka

dak

deyka

dilka

dirani

diimka

duulpoyni
duupani

dulliinni
diiliimgii

part

S TR RN

S IR

S R R EEEERE
&

ST TN §

is like

dove, bird type
mosquito
eyelash

bat

iron

vein

throwing stick
lizard type
butterfly
widow
Tabaldi, Baobab tree
arm, wing
barren woman
cloth

owl

lung

bruise
shoulder blade
quiver, bag

spirit
door
heat
arrow
shin
knife
bird type

attic

old

shelter, rakuba
cow, ox
flower
kingfisher, bird type
bracelet
blacksmith
lake, carry
boar, male pig
muscle
collecting
young man
open area
digging tool
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Dd
daw
daagin
dardnan
deel
delfian
deygon
diidi
dimidi
dimmin
dira
diin

(:1uul gon
duungon
dulak

Ee
elli
en
endi
erpan
et

Gg
gaani
gaadal
gaaggaak
geel
gerger
gin

git

gito
glyyd
goon
guuy
gun
guypa
giileet
giilkiite

Hh

dawka

daranga
diik
delgd
deygi
diidini

diirgd

duuggu
duuggu
duulku
duugku
dulanni

ellini
erka

erpanii
enni

gaadalli
gaganni
girkd
gergerri
waak
gitkd
gitoni
giyyani
gudgu
gukku
gurku
guypani
giileenni
giilkiiteni

hg < < 3SR R
S

S xR

SRR R

S I3RS RSIRDR <

baboon

arrive, go

palate, upper mouth
goat

penis

porridge

cricket, insect type
falling

rell

many

bird

hip

stick

neck, shoulder
hammer

braider

older person
throwing stick

hyena

fruit of Tamarind tree
wear

sickle, cutting tool
dung

cut (grass)
sword

raven, bird
lion

guitar, instrument
thing

ear

midwife
squirrel

axe

dog

side (of body)
wild cat
fortoise

dove, bird type
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hama n hop (like frog)

[i

iin iygd n hyena, thief

iin maanga n woman, wife

iji v took, has taken
ike pron she, he, him, her
17

il itka n badger

iic ickd n ladle, spoon
iiton iitonni n bird type

ijja ijjani n centipede

intd jine  inkd gitken n palm

intd pane inka natken n knuckle

ini adv  down

Jj

jaan jenga n tree

jaljal jaljalli n earring

jamak jamanni n praying mantis
jiik jigarga n word, language
jiikcan jiik n hair

jiina jiinéni n smoke

jiin jiidga n water hole

jiin jiidga n scorpion

jin gitka n abdomen, outer stomach
joom juumgu n monkey

joon junku n god

juun judgu n termite, termite mound
jurgin jurginfi n animal like hare
juwin v rise up

jiitilo jiitiloni n goat, female goat
Kk

kaal kalka n fence

kaar kagga n snake

kaay kayka n bow (for unting)
kaayna kaaydi n clan

kabal kabalga n sheep

kalak kalanni n millipede
kalkale kalkaleni n gall bladder
kalman kaldmga n camel

kan kadjga n wild cat

karkar karkarri n rocky place

kaal kalka n cave, hole
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kaljam kaljammi n animal skin
kan karka n stomach, belly
kaw kawgi n sister
kdwcan  kawka n seed

ken ket n liver
keyfian keyga n gourd

kiin kiidga n guinea fowl
kiin kiijga n orphan

kil kilka n extended family
kim kimka n branch

kifi kicka n bee

kifio kifioni n hunter
kitta kittani n star

kiind kiiga n stream
killan killagni n whistle

kiy kiygd n foot

kiy done  kiygd duuggen n ankle

kiy tuule  kiyga tulgen n toe

kooccu kucungu n hoe

kolgon kolgi n fat

koli v refuse
kottan kottanni n tortoise
koy koyku n tree type
kuukcu kuukcuni n drum

kuun kudgu n canoe

kul kulku n warthog
kul ? n deep water
kun kurku n womb, uterus, nest
kurkon kurkungu n fingernail
kiitid1 v blow (tire)
kitidi kiitidin1 n eagle

kiitin kiitigti n thorn
kiiiiton adj  blemished
kiicam kiiclimgii n skin bag
kiiccii kutunggu n pig, sow
kiimmti kiimgii n egg

L1

lacan lacanga n stick

ladn ladyga n animal
lamma lap n mud

leen liik n elephant
leennd ligarga n wild cat
lemma lep n tongue

len lidga n axe

lenna lek n tooth
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libo

liton
liyan
luum
luummuk
lul
lutunaii
liiitey
Lty
liiykii

Mm
maan
maccuy
mal
marey
madk
maat
meenka
men
meeton
miiy
miy
miil
miton
mooy
muuttu
muuy
miiiikon

Nn
naam
naan
nagar
naap
naay
nanta
nimma

N i
fiaal
naaw
famnam
nany
ndakcan
nagna

liboni
litanga
liyanga
lumku

lulku
lutungu
liiiteyni
liykii

macka
maccunni
malké
maranga
makka
madga
meenkani
me
meetanga
minkd
miga
milkd
mitin
muyku
muurku
muuygu
muggu

namki

nacka

nagarri

nddnka, nddnargi
nayga

nankd

nimmani

fialka
nawka
namga
napka
naak
naggi

N3 SN NS NN
(5
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rhino

bead

feather

grass

grassland

mudfish

bone marrow
abscess

coldness, cold time
saliva

fire

tree type

calf (of leg)
mother-in-law, father-in-law
beer, alcohol

brother

spider

person

bridge of nose

deaf person, mute
mother

night

dark (adj)

castrated male cow
string belt, waist clothe
gazelle

friend

point, tip of arrow
calt, young cow

drum

action, deed

mother’s brother, uncle
place

goose

rain

udder
sesame seed
crocodile
louse, lice
co-wife

-38 -



AIri
nooy
nom
fiownu
nujo

Dy
paajo
paali
paanna
pac
neeyi
piil
ity
nool
oy
puumay

Oo
oogok
oon
olkon

Pp
paan
paari
palla
paam
paam
paanna
pakcan
patakay
pay
piik
pirkifi
piinna
piito
picca
pooil
polcan
pollon
poii
poy
puuifiu

Rr

AIirini
nukku
nomgu
nowdi
nujoni

paajoni

paat

pilka
niyka
nolku
joygu
puumayni

oogonyi
ook
olkonni

panki

paldi
pamka
pamka
paandanni
pak
patinga
paayga
pikka
pirkifini
piit
piitoni
piccani
puujgu
polku
pollonni
pofiku
puuggu
puuc

S 8 RkX

5 <)

loc

S R <

SIS

S RSB SRRRDRIDR <R

mongoose
male goat
face, forehead
oil

beggar

fruit bat

peel

shell

behind, afier

crunch, chew

dance

razor

crippled person, limp
anus

shell

toad
man
bird type

moon
wrap

clay pot

hill, large rock, molar tooth
lower back

cobra, snake type

dura, sorghum

bark (of tree)

path, road

water

hail, ice

mud wasp

farmer

fire sticks

hare, rabbit

cloud

sky

tradition, custom

mouth

tendon
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rawcan
rudit

tambal
tadl
teebdlan
tel

tey
tiikon
tiil
tinna
tial
titon
tiiron
tipilic
toon
tol
tooriya
tuujgon
tukulang
tun
tugnu
tiitiruy
tiik

tlin

Tt
taatan)
taangon
tiin
tiittd
tinna
titbba
titta
tontol
ton)
tuul
tuun
tuur
tinnu
tity

rawké
rudinni

tanka

tamballi
tadlgd
teebdlanyi
tirka
teyga
tiikinni
tiilga
tinga
tipalli
titanga
tipilififii
tudgu
tolgu
tooriyani
tiitijgi
tukulanni
tufiku
tuk
tuurigni
tuggu
tuggu

tatanga
tadnga
tiygd
tiirka
tir
tibanga
tittanga
tontulgu
tongu
tulgu
tunku
turgu
tiik
tiiykii

S]

S DRSS RS SRIRRN <R <

S SRR R RS

wig
stirring stick
rainbow

press
side (of body)
touch

stool, chair
flood

car

leg

waist, small of back
silver

money, gold
breast

sand

clitoris

girl

tish spear

cock

string, thread
digging tool
messenger

tuft, lock of hair
dew

buftalo

donkey

lip

language

ash
locust, grasshopper

grandmother, older person

ladder
witchdoctor
shadow

top of head
elbow

crowd, spear
daughter, virgin
horn

sister-in-law, brother-in-law

brain
haze of dust
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Uu

uullu uulgu n song

uummu  uup n snail

uuru urku n ostrich

uuy uyku n blind person

ul ulgu n testicle

ul ulku n rat

umdon umdungu n nose

untal untalli n cotton, thread

uuy ungu n knee

uilli itldi n navel, belly button
iikon iikonni n tooth stick

ulla adj  black

titiik titlinyt n python, snake type
Ww

waawa wowgu n father’s sister

war wangi n eye, face

waddon  waddin n witchdoctor, sorcerer
wadktay  widktanyi n breath, soul, spirit
wil walka n gourd

wanna watd n buttock

way wiygi n father

wayen wiaygen n owner

wenfia wenga n vulture, bird type
wiiw wiwka n fox

wic loc  up, on

winnan winga n rope

wifl witkd n head

wiiy wiyka n dry stream

wiil wilgd n tail

Wooy woyku n river

Yy

yaam yamka n basket type

yaan yatka n bull, male cow
yakcan yak n tish

yadjo yadjoni n trader

yaal yalka n marabou stork, bird type
yalyal yalyalga n voice box, larynx
yantan yantanni n name

yat yatka n armpit
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yatka yatinni
yeewilk  yeewiinyi
yiil yirka
yiin yiyga
yiifl yiijgd
yiluk yilunpi
yiltiik yiltligyi
yol yolku
yor yoku
yuufiian  yuuygu
yuuyu yuuyuni
yun yuungu
yliglilan  yiigiilgii

S IR

chiet

dry season
field, farm
girafte
mouse

rainy season
winter season
hippo

body
maggot, worm
fog

year

kidney

Glossary

The meanings of special English words are given below with examples in Jumjum.

Word Example Definition

syllable ti pi lic in The parts of a word that can be divided
tipilic ‘fish spear’ according to beats.

consonant r d t in Letter sounds that begin or end syllables; a
rudit ‘stirring stick’ consonant cannot be a syllable by itself.

vowel u i in Letter sounds in the middle of a syllable;
rudit ‘stirring stick’ sometimes they begin or end a syllable; a

vowel can be a syllable by itself.

suffix —nd on The ending letter(s) of words (such as —né,
piit ‘wasps’ -ni, -kk& that shows only one or more than
as piinnd ‘wasp’ one of a word).

consonant kt in Consonants next to each other in the middle

sequence widktin ‘breath’ of words.

doubled (long) | mm in The same consonant next to itself in the

consonant amma ‘food’ middle of a word.

singular m in Only one of a consonant.

consonant jamak ‘praying mantis’

heavy vowel il in The vowels 4, 1, ii which have a heavy,

[+ATR] kiiiin ‘thorn’ hollow or breathy sound; always have dots.

light vowel uu in Vowels a, e, i, 0, u which do not have dots.

[-ATR] kuun ‘canoe’

long vowel uu in Vowels that take longer to pronounce.
kuun ‘canoe’

short vowel in kun ‘womb’ Vowels that are pronounced quickly.

tone High tone in How high or low the sound of a vowel is.
kul ‘warthog’
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Low tone in

kul ‘deep water’

Answers to Exercises

Answers to the exercises of this book are given below.

Exercise 1
a angar 1 1 p paan
a an j jiin r rlifit
b | bar k kaay t toon
c cawnd 1 leenna t ton
d daang m | maan u | uuru
d deel n naafn i | itk
e en n piinna w | wiiw
g geel n fian y | yail
h | hama ) nily
i iin 0 oogok

Exercise 2

number of syllables divided into syllables

2 cornu cor nu bird type

3 kalkale kal ka le gall bladder

2 puumay nuu may shell (of bettle)

1 ul ul rat

2 kalak ka lak millipede

2 tiiliriin tiiti riin donkey

2 picca pic ci fire sticks

2 boro bo ro wido

3 tukulan tu ku lan tuft of hair

2 rudit ru dit stirring stick

1 boom boom throwing stick

2 adda ad da enemy

2 wadktin wadk  tin breath, spirit

2 fiton il ton bird type

3 tooriya too i ya digging tool

2 cambiir cam biir door

1 wiil wiil tail

Exercise 3

@ u @ i @ stirring stick
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boar, male pig
throwing stick
rainbow

rope

grandmother, old woman

hop (like fiog)
i (™ door
u i @ animal like hare
uu @ a muscle

Exercise 4
b i i f bat
w i @ a rivers (pl)
y 'ai@ i @ a voice boxes (pl)
k u u canoes (pl)
k u@ ko n fingernail
b uu@ a n lung
l1 1t on bead
roa @ i twig
Exercise 5
Correct Test Word Correct Write correctly
doubled consonant singular conosnant
kottan tortoise taattan  ash itk python, snake | taatan
maccuy  free type kooccu  hoe kucungu hoes (pl) kooccu
akkin cermony iikkon  footh stick | tukulay  tuft, hair tikon
biibbi eyelash kabal sheep libo rhino kabal
gaaggaak raven, bird | tiigii lips (pl) nagar drum tiiggili
amma food nima goose jamak  praying mantis | nimma
annay whip tinna witchdoctor | jiina smoke tinna
paannia cobra, snake | rifiiit ~ rainbow taafii press (v) rifift
anpaa baby lenya tooth anaani who lennd
giyya squirrel wiyyen owner liyan feather wiéyen
calli spirit gaadali swords (pl) | naali peel (v) gaadalli
angarri beds (pl) uuru ostrich paari wrap (v) uuru
Exercise 6
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Correct consonant t Test Word Correct consonant t Write correctly
tinna breast tinal sand tinna witchdoctor tinal
tiiron girl tiitta  Jadder tiibba shadow tiitta
tambal  stool, chair tabi tfouch (v) | taatan ash tabi
taal flood tinpkda  sides (pl) | tddggon locust, grasshopper | tanka
tuujgon  messenger tuul daughter | tuuy horn tuul
tiikk lip tignl  brain tuy haze from dust tlignii
tol string, thread | toon cock top crowd, spear toon
piito farmer liton bead miton dark (adj) liton
giilkiite  dove, bird type | iitik  python lilitey  abscess iitiik
wata buttocks (pl) atangd chickens | patikay bark (of tree) atangi
carbaata heat bata is like taatan ash bata
Exercise 7

Correct consonant d Test Word Correct consonant d Write correctly
diimgon  blacksmith dilla stick diina hip dilla
diimgon  blacksmith diik goats (pl) | diidi cricket, insect type | diik
deycan  flower deen cow, ox deygon  porridge deen
daampok attic daay  shelter daw baboon daan
dak cows (pl) dddgin arrive, go | ddrdnan palate of mouth dadgin
durfiu young man dula collecting | dulak throwing stick dula
duulnoy  boar, pig duupa muscle duulgon braider duupa
kutidi blow (fire) (v) | duudi  take, carry | kiitidi eagle duudi
Exercise 8

Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly
ed dung (pl) et piik water piik

waak  things (pl) waak dog necks (pl) dok

maat brother maat lep tongues (pl) lep

puyj tendons (pl) uuc rifiid  rainbow riifiit

aag milk aak yak fishes(pl) yak

yat armpit yat tipilij  fish spear tipilic

gid ear git wic up, on (loc) wic

lek teeth (pl) lek dak cows (pl) dik

1ab muds (pl) lap piit mud wasps (pl) piit

nac behind (loc) nic tiig lip tiikk

madg  beer, alcohol madk fic ladle, spoon iic

uup snails (pl) uup jiik word, language jiik
Exercise 9

Correct light vowel ‘ Test Word

‘ Correct heavy vowel ‘ Write correctly
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mal  calf kan stomach, belly | wil gourd kén

mal  calf kan wild cat wil gourd kan

mal  calf dnndy whip wil gourd annay

mal  calf yantan name wil gourd yéntin

baam jaw madk  beer, alcohol |bdaam  dove maak

baam jaw aam thigh bddm  dove aam

baam jaw jaan tree bddm  dove jaan

dil kingfisher | git ear bil iron git

dil kingfisher | wii head bil iron wifl

dil kingfisher | kiy foot bil iron kiy

piil dance piik water miil night piik

piil dance jiin scorpion miil night jiin

niil dance diin bird miil night diin

tuk buftalos (pl) | tun language tiik lip, beak tiin

tuk buftalos (pl) | yiin year tiik lip, beak yun

tuk buftalos (pl) | miiggii friend (pl) tik lip, beak miiggii

kuun canoe lilim  grass kiitin thorn luum

kuun canoe uullu  navel kiitin thorn iiillii

kuun canoe guuy dog kiitin thorn guun
Exercise 10

Correct short vowel Test Word Correct long vowel Write correctly
kan  wild cat nan  calf maan fire, gun naan
daw  baboon faw  udder baal  prostitute fiaaw
kani  wild cat waan eye, face maai fire, gun wan
bal farm naal rain baal prostitute naal
dik cows (pl) lap muds (pl) madk beer, alcohol lap
kidn stomach, belly | pdm  lower back ladn  animal pdam
ld8n  animal biar  mosquito tadl  flood bir
tel leg del  goat, female goat | ceel  shin deel
tel leg leep tongues (pl) ceel  shin lep
tel  leg lek teeth (pl) ceel  shin lek
dil  kingfisher tiil money, gold piil dance tiil
win  head kiin  guinea fowl yiih  mouse kiin
wini  head kiin  bee yiii  mouse kin
kiy  foot niy  razor wiil  tail niy
jin  abdomen diin  bird jiin  scorpion diin
jin  abdomen jiin water hole jiin  scorpion jiin
yol  hippo dor  hammer nool  crippled person | dor
yol  hippo tol string, thread nool  crippled person | tol
pofi  fradition, custom | gon  axe pooil  hare, rabbit goon
yun year tuuii  dew juun  fermite tun
kul  warthog tur sister-in-law tuul  daughter tuur
yun year guun  side (of body) juun  fermite gun
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tlly  haze from dust | lillly coldness, cold time | blily shoulder blade | liiiiy
tik  /ip, beak tiik  brains (pl) bililly shoulder blade | tiik
tik  /ip, beak tiip language kiitin  thorn tiin
Exercise 11

Test Word Write correctly | Test Word Write correctly
tituk python, snake | itiikk niiri mongoose niird

pirkin  hail, ice pirkin bilgin  bat bilgin

uuru ostrich uuru kimmu egg kiimmii

kitta star kittd kiicam  skin bag kiicam

diiriu ~ young man duriiu yiluk rainy season | yiluk

biiigi  owl, bird biiiigi rlifiit rainbow riifiit

diilliip  open area diilliin yiltuk  winfer season | yiltiik

pakcan sorghum pakcan aalla chin aalla

diidi cricket diidi jurgin  animal type | jurgin

Exercise 12

Test Word Write correctly | Test Word Write correctly
pai path, road pay tooria  digging tool tooriya
waawa father’s sister | waawa juin rise up juwin

kéiican seed (sg) kdwcan miy mother miy

koy tree type koy noudi  oils (pl) nowdi

yuuyu fog yuuyu nddy  mother’s brother | naday

muui  gazelle muu peeyi  crunch, chew eeyi

deycan flower (sg) deycan keifian gourd (sg) keyfian
cdwnd  arrow (sg) cawna wiiu fox wiiw

litii coldness liitiy kaaydi clans (pl) kaaydi
Exercise 13

Test Word Write correctly | Test Word Write correctly
diidi cricket diidi diillun open area diilliin
waawa father’s sister waawa riinit rainbow runit
gid ear git koy tree type koy
kiicam  skin bag kiicam cauna arrow (sg) cawna
deican  flower (sg) deycan gaaggaak raven, bird gaaggaak
aalld chin aalld pakcan sorghum pakcan
lep tongues (pl) lep 1ij ladle, spoon iic
yuuiu  fog yuuyu naau udder naaw
leg teeth (pl) lek kaaidi clans (pl) kaaydi
naai mother’s brother | nid piit mud wasps (pl) | piit
juin rise up juwin tooria digging tool tooriya
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