materials for someone leaning to real be written the way the reader
spedks. As aperson beames a better reader, he or sheismore aleto
read material that is written dfferently from the way it is goken.

Material such asfolk tales that comes from a spedfic dided can be
written in that dialed. Thisis smetimes dore even in English when a
writer wants to qude speed unqueto adiaed.

Use a common form instead of a unique form.

If aform isfoundthat isused in bah Dialed A and Dialed B, and a
competing form isused ony in Dided A, the first form will be used.
Note that there may be some resistanceto this as the common form is
sometimes not viewed as “pure” Nkonya by the spedkers of the didled
that uses both forms.

In the cae of the -la- vs. -ya- / -le- vs. -ye-, the -la- and -le- forms
are used in the South and sometimes head in the North. This form will
be used. For example we will write Alabwé ats. *“He has done some-
thing”; not Ayabwe ats.

In the cae of nourswith o- and -, the o- form isused in the
Northern and sometimes in the Southern daeds. This means we will
write ong “mouth” not end.

Use an Nkonya form over a borrowed form.
Where one dialed uses a borrowed word, the Nkonya form is pre-
ferred.

Choose Twi over Ewe
Nkonyais more dosely related to Twi than Ewe, and Twi is more
widely used than Ewe in Ghana, so the Twi form shoud be dhosen.

Use the form of the dialect with the largest number of
speakers.

If nore of the &ove guidelines apply, the form used in the Southern
dialed will be chosen, asthe Southern daled has the largest number of
spekers.
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B. Guidelines for selecting forms to use in a unified
orthography
In this appendix, the guidelines that were used for determining the or-
thography rules are presented. The guideli nes are written in the order they
shoud apply. For exampleif Guideline 1 and Guideline 3 would apply
to aproblem to provide diff erent solutions, then Guideline 1 shoud be
used.

Same form read differently

If aform can be foundthat will be read differently in two dfferent
ways, it shoud be dhosen.

If we represent the “ch” soundwith &y, it would cause aproblem. We
would have to chocse between ntsu (Southern) and nkyu (Northern) and
wankyr (Southern) and wank: (Northern). If we avoid ky, then bah da
ledswill read the same writing in dff erent ways, acording to the dia-
led.

This guideline means that we would write ntsu not nkyu, tsvn not kyon;
wanki not wanky: and kiar nat kywar. When a Northern speaker read ntsu
he will say nkyu When the Southern speeker reads wank: he will say

wankyi.
Some forms can be left unmarked.

If aform marks afedure that is not criticd to understanding the text,
it can be dropped. It iseasier to read text that doesn’'t have some forms
marked at al than if it ismarked in away that iswrong for your dialed.
This guideline would apply to nasalisation. If aword is nasalised in only
one dialed, then the nasali sation will be dropped.

This guideline means that we will write asa not asan “before”;
ahande not ahanden “elder”; isv nat 1svn “ear”; ha na han “give”. Na-
sdlisationthat isin bah daledswould still be written. For example han
“annoy” and asvn “word”.

Perhaps this guideline shoud appea after the next, so that it will not ap-
ply to materials produced for agiven daled.

Produce two versions of the publication, or write in one
dialect.

Some materials shoud be produced in bah daleds. Primers and some
post-primers will be produced in bah daleds. It ismore important that
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For example if we use ch to represent the sound d ch, nde the foll ow-
ing:

South North
“water” ntsu nchu North uses ch where South uses s
“passhy” tson chon North uses ch where South uses s
“clea” wancht  wanki South uses ch: where North uses &z
“dog” chiai kiai South uses ch: where North uses &z

7. Vowelsin theverb phrasebeforekp

The @nsonant 4p in the Northern daled, causes the same vowel
changes as w. For example:

Southern Northern
“1 will get down here” Nékpli nfi Nokpli nfi
“| scraped cassava”’ Nekpi agbodi. Nokpi agbodi.
“He stole something”  Olowi ats Oyowi at?
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l. The Nkonya Orthography Committee

This paper iswritten to present the findings of the Nkonya
Orthography Committee Previous versions of this paper were drafted
by the GILLBT Nkonya Language Projed and dstributed to Nkonya
opinionleaders. Their comments and suggestions were adapted into a
working paper which formed the basis for deli berations by the Nkonya
Orthography Committee The committeemembers were seleded by the
chiefs of Nkonya. They reviewed the issuies and made the dedsions
which are documented in this paper.

The word “orthography” refers the way to write alanguage. Asits
name impli es the Nkonya Orthography Committeeis concerned solely
with haw the Nkonyalanguage isto be written. The goal of the
committeeisto provide away of writing Nkonya which will allow
peopleto easily read and write Nkonya.

The cmmmitteeis not trying to say that any particular form of
Nkonyais“pure”. If they chocse cetain forms or words for aunified
orthography, they are nat saying that these ae better, they are only
saying that these ae eaier for al Nkonyasto read.

Il. How Nkonya is Written
A. Alphabet

Ala 1. Vowels

a abdba “termites’

e kle “to want”

e kente “bag”

[ bibi “black”

1 di “deg”

0 0gyo “a yam”

2 ab3 “hole”

u wli “town”

v bv “to own”
1



Ala 2. Consonants

b bibi “bladk”

d ddda “old”

f fefle “corn paridge”

g ganu “can”

gb ogbon “lizard”

gy gvagya “bat”

h ho “recave”

k ka “cut”

kp kpakpa “rub’

[ lu “hate”

m mumu “hem”

n nana “grandmother”

i yain “to hide”

p DEPE “red”

r Srof3 “elephant”

s sisa “housefly”

t tati “cloth”

ts ntsu “water”

% VUnvun “wasp’

w wdnwan “surprise”

y yiyi “shadow”

z aza “celebration”
B. Letters from loaned words

Theletters“v” and “z” occur only in loan words. Loan words with

“c” will uses or k; For Example, sidi “cedi”; basikeli “bicycle”

C. Additional Vowels

Thevowels“:” “v” are not written in Twi or Ewe. They are how-
ever used in some other Guang languages, and aher languages
throughout the world. The vowe variation between “¢” and“¢” also
occurs between “i” and“1” and between “u” and “v”. For example

2

4.2 One dialect uses a borrowed word, the other an Nkonya

word.
Southern baka “basket” from Ewe abaka
Northern lakp? “basket”
Southern ologyo “chameleon”
Northern okomf> bowuo “chameleon” from Twi

There ae afew words where one dialed uses an Nkonya expresson
and the other uses a borrowed word.
eg.
4.3  Onedialect borrows from one language, the other from a dif-
ferent one.

There ae asome words where one dialed uses an barowed expres-
sion from one language and the other uses a borrowed word from an-
other.

Southern  Bodo wun. “They kept wake” from Ewe

Northern  Besripé. “They kept wake” from Twi

5. Indirect Quotes
When a personis quaed indiredly, the Southern and Northern da
leds use different forms. The Southern uses the pronounmu, the
Northern uses the pronouno-. For example
“Hesaid hewill come” Southern obéé meeba
Northern obéé obéba

5. Theky (ch) sound
The ky (ch) sound @aursin bah daeds, bu in dfferent places.

15



Northern Dialed.Here ae some examples:
1. South nasal, North norrnasal

South North
“give” han ha but compare han “to annoy” in bah
“person’ ohan oha but compare ohan “flying squirrel” in
bath
‘ears’ asvn asv but compare asvn “word” in bah
2. North nasal, South nonnasal:
South North
“before” asa asan
“elders’ ahande ahanden

Thereis me variationin ead o the dialeds with some people na-
salising more than athers.

4. Wordsthat differ between the two dialects.
The diff erence between the dialeds also includes word dff erences.

4.1 Both dialects use different Nkonya words.

Southern Okplo! “I’'m going to tell astory.”
Northern Ogblo! “I’m going to tell astory.”
Thetwo daleds sometimes use diff erent words for the same item.

There are afew cases where both daeds use Nkonyawords, bu they
aredifferent in ead daled.
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compare the following pairs of words:

abé “oil pam”
abébi “pam nut”
oty “ladle”
otubi “spoorf
ansi “face”
ansibt “‘eye”

In the same way that the Greek letter € (epsilon) isused for /g/, the
GreeK letter L (iota) isused for /2/ and the Greek letter U (upsilon) is
used for /v/.

D. Nasalized Vowels

Nkonya makes a distinction ketween nasali sed and nonnasali sed
vowsels. The nasalised vowel is written with an -n after the vowel. For
example:

Non-nasali sed VS. Nasali sed
okpa *“path” okpdn “large bladk ant”
si “stop’ sin “toreman’

E. Syllabic Nasal

Nkonya has an n- sound(nasal) which occurs as a syll able by itself.
It occursin certain nours; e.g. ntsu “water”, nf> “oil”. It also ocaurs as
aplura e.g. nswi “heaths’ and nke “days’; and as the first person sin-
gular “1” e.g. Mbd? “Shodd | come?’” and Ndd mv? “Shoud | hit
him?’
When thisis goken it occurs at the same place & the foll owing conso-
nant. It will be written asm in front of m, p, and b, andasan n else-
where, including before £, k£ and g. Examples are in the previous para-

graph.
F. Tone

High tone syll ables with vowels will be marked with an aaute ac-
cent.



G. -w- following consonants.
-w- will be used to represent the soundin words like:
bwe “to dd’ not boe compare this to
bor. “to split”
fwr “to belost” not fui
ibwi “stone” not ibui
tswi “throw down” not tsur
bwie “bre&k” not bue
swie “plant” not sue

H. The Nkonya Verb Phrase

The Nkonya verb phrase mnsists of a Pronoun @ Noun,fol-
lowed by atense marker, foll owed by the verb. The tense marker is
joined to the verb. If apronounisused, it isjoined to the tense
marker. A nounis a separate word. For Example:

Marker Meaning Parts of Speed (- indi-
cates part of the same word)

-te- Habitual. “always’
Mitebli dsvn. “You('pl) aways Pronoun
spe TenseMarker-Verb
Noun
-le-/-ye- Past. “-ed”
Blu léti mo. “God cdled hm” Noun TenseMarker-
Soufh Verb Pronoun
8Zl muo.
(Nor)%ﬁ
-la-/-ya- Perfed. “has ... -ed”
Antlasu. (South) “We have aied” Pronoun
Aniyasu. (North) TenseMarker-Verb
-be- Future. “will”
Dbék tokv. “She will | ook at NounTenseMarker-
something” Verb Noun

4

be. The-y- form isnot used in the South. Note that the tense

marker -/e-/-ye- is different from the auxili ary verb ye which isthe
samein bah daleds. Fays yéki mo. “You have gonein arder to see
it.” isthe samein bah daleds.

2. J-vs E-

There ae many nours which start with &- or e- in the South which
start with o- or o- in the North.

Southern eke “day”
Northern oke “day”
Southern enye “night”
Northern onye “night”

The e- and e- does not oceur at the beginning of any noursin the
Northern daled but there nours that begin with o- or o- in bah da
leds

okpa -*"path” Samein bah daeds
owie - “chief” Samein bah daeds

The e- form is not universally used throughou the Southern daled.
It seemsto be strongest in the southern towns of Asakyire, Akloba and
less ® in Ntumda. Even in the towns where it is commonly used the o-
form is more common than a generation ago. Thereisa cetain amourt
of confusionin peoples’ minds as to which words shoud have the e-
form and which shoud have the o- form.

3. Nasalisation

Some words are nasali sed in the Northern Dialed but nat in the South-
ern Dialed. Others are nasali sed in the Southern Dialed but not in the

13



The Nkonya Dialects and Orthography

The Dialect Situation

The Nkonya community has two major dialead groups, the Northern
and the Southern daled communiti es. The Northern is comprised of
Wuruporg, Bumbulla, and aher small er communiti es. The Southern
Dialed community encompasses the communiti es of Asakyire,
Ahundvo, Akloba, Ahenkro, Ntsumuru, Kadjebi, Tayi, Ntumda, Tepo
and some small er communities.

Thetwo daled groups are gpproximately equal in land areabut the
southern daled areais more popuous as refleded in the number of
communiti es. Figures from the 1984 census adjusted to refled the
number of Nkonya speakers show that the popuationis approximately
2/3 southern Nkonya, 1/3 nathern Nkonya.

Although ore can spe&k of two daed groups, within ead group da-
leds vary from town to town. An olservant listener can tell thetown a
spedker comes from, sometimes dialed will vary even within atown.

Languages change and so dothe dialeds within the language. In
fad, eldersin bah communities will say that the dialeds are becoming
more like one anather. Thisis doultlessthe result of greaer inter-
marriage and communication between the two daed communities.

Specific differences in the dialects

1. -l-versus-y-

The past tense markers are diff erent between the two daeds. Com-
pare the foll owing:

Southern Alanu ntsu. “He has drunk water.”
Northern Ayanu ntsu. “He has drunk water.”
Southern Olonu ntsu. “Hedrank water.”
Northern Oyonu ntsu. “He drank water.”

Although the -y- form is the most common in the Northern daled,
the -/- form is occasionall y used, more frequently now than it used to
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But the tense markers with two syllables (fama and mokv) join
only to the pronoun, nothe verb:

-tama Negative “never”

Habitual.

Butama wd dfunu.  “They never tell lies.” Pron-TenseMarker

Verb Noun

-mokty Negative Per- “not yet”

fed.

Fomokt y3 nv. “You have not yet Pron-TenseMarker
gonethere.” Verb Noun

The continuous tense marker -de- joinsto averb bu not to anoun

-de Continuots. is...-ing
Budesui. “They are aying.” Pron-TenseMarker-
Verb
Dde gyadito feu “Sheis svegping the Pron-TenseMarker
kitchen.” NounVerb
1 Verb Phrase without Tense Marker

When the tense marker is omitted in the “shoud” (obligatory)
tense, the pronounattaches diredly to the verb. For Example:

Miki wanklaan. “You(pl) shoud PronounVerb
watch well” (Adverb)
Dfer nwunsinésu. “Sheshoddsweegp  PronounVerb Noun

the courtyard.”

2. Verb Phrasewith Auxiliary Verb
The auxili ary verbs ye “go in order to” and be “comein order to”
join to the following verb.

Nebd besina fo. “lamcomingin  Pron-TenseMarker-Verb

order to visit Auxiliary-Verb Noun
you.”
Fays yéki mo.  “You havegone  PronounTenseMarker-Verb

in order to seeit.” Auxiliary-Verb Noun
5



3.

Vowel Changesin theVerb Phrase

The vowe in the tense markers -te-, -le/ye-, -bé-, -de andthe
auxili ary verbs -be- and -ye- change acording to the vowel in the

verb.
Infront of &, 1 and a, the vowel ise. For Example:

Nebd besina fo. |1 am comingin

order to visit

you.

Pron-TenseMarker-Verb
Auxiliary-Verb Noun

Obéfer gyadits. |“ She will sweep

the kitchen.”

Pron-TenseMarker-Verb
Noun

Infront of e and i, the vowe ise.

The pronouno- will also

Obégyi fufu.

“Hewill ea fufu.”

Pron-TenseMarker-Verb
Noun

Beplei Dinsv. | “They played in

Denso.”

Pron-TenseMarker-Verb

Noun

change to o-. For Example:

In front of 2 and v, or where the consonant is w, the vowel is-o-.

The Tense Marker -de- remains unchanged. For Example:

Budeko. “They are fighting.”

Pron-TenseMarker-Verb

Dtays ndo.

“He dways goes
to farm.”

Pron-TenseMarker-Verb
Noun

Dlowa atadie. |“Heput onashirt”

Pron-TenseMarker-Verb
Noun

(South)

Dyowa atadie.

(North)

Dbstsvn oyi “He will passhy
dmv ast. thetree”

Pron-TenseMrker-Verb
NounAdverb

T Indirect Quotes
In an indired quaation the pronounmo will be used instead o o-.

Southern Northern Standard
obég meéba obég obéba obéé meéba
“He said he will “He said he will “He said he will
come” come” come”
U Vowels in the verb phrase before kp

In the Standard Spelli ng, The vowels -¢- and -e- will be used rather
than -o- and -o- before verbs that begin with ip.

For Example:
Southern Northern Standard
Nékpli nfi Nokpli nfi Nékpl nfi

“I will get down here” “1 will get down here” “I will get down here”

Nekpi agbodi Nokpi agbodi Nekpi agbodi
“| scraped cassava” “| scraped cassava” “| scraped cassava”

Olowi at3 Oyowi ats Olowi ats
“He stole something” “He stole something”  “He stole something”

11



Standard
ha “give”
oha “person’
asa “before”

R Nasalisation
Where aword is nasalised in orly one dialed, it will not be spell ed
with -n.
Southern Northern
han “give” ha “give”
ohan * person’ oha “person’
asa “before” asan “before”

ahande “elders’ ahanden “elders’

S Words Different in Each Dialect

Where aword o expressonis different between the two daed, the

foll owing rules will be foll owed.

ahande “elders’

1) If onedialed usesaborrowed word, and the other uses an
Nkonyaword, the Nkonyaword will be used in the Standard

Spelling

2) If onediaed usesan Ewe mnstruction and the other uses a
Twi construction, the Twi construction will be used in the

Standard
lakpa *“basket”

Standard Spelli ng.
3) If both daleds use Nkonyawords, the Southern form will be
preferred.
Southern Northern
baka “basket” (Ewe lakpa *“basket”
abaka)

ologyo “chameleon” okomf> bowuo

“chameleon” (Twi)

Bodo wun. “They kept  Besripé. “They kept
wake” (Ewe) wake” (Twi)

Okplo! “I'mgoingto  Ogblo! “I’'m going to
tell astory.” tell astory.”
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(Rule 1)

ologyo “chameleon’
(Rule2)

Besripé. “They kept
wake” (Twi)
(Rule2)

Okplo! “1’"m going to

tell astory.”
(Rule 3)

In front of o and u, or w with e or i the vowe is -o-, except for -
de- which changes to -de-. The pronouns- will also change to o-
For Example:

Odewu. “Heisdying.” Pron-TenseMarker-Verb

Mitonu nta. “You(pl) aways |Pron-TenseMarker-Verb
drink palm wine.” |Noun

lbobon. “It will stink.” Pron-TenseMarker-Verb

l. -ta, —sv and -he

The prepasitions® -0 “in” and -sv “on’” attach to the word they
follow. Note that -sv “on” is different from sv “because, so” which
does nat attach. -4¢ attadhes to the word it follows. For example:

ldin osprvn dmosv. | “It isontheta Pron-Verb Noun Deictic-
ble.” Locaive

Noys woitd. “l am going to Pron.-TenseMarker-Verb

the house.” Noun

botodua boihé. “gplit bamboo” |Noun Verb-Adjedivizer

J. Verbal Noun Constructions

In Nkonya, some verbs require anoun(dired objed). When
these verbs are dhanged to nours the dired objed comesin front of
the verb. For example, Dleda okan. “He bea gong-gong” bemmes
okan da “proclamation”.

If these constructions are short, they will be spelled withou a hy-
phen, for example okanda. When the nounislong, four or more
syllables, the aonstructionwill be hyphenated, for example,
tklvnto-damli “repentance”.

1In Nkonyathese aetechnicdly cdled ‘post-positions’ , bu they
correspondto English prepaositions.
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K. -gyi- Constructions

The @nstruction-gyi- “every” has the samerule & the verbal noun
construction above. Compare Brégyibré “every time” and
Nyankpvsa-gyi-nydnkpuvsa.

L. Some Additional Noun Adjective Constructions
There ae some nounverb-he construct that will be joined together.
Asvnblihé, Atogyihe, Atowunhe, Atokiehe.

M. Other Vowel Changes

The pronours o- and i- change to o- and i- before cetain vowels (e,
i, 0, and u), for example Ogy7 fufu. “He shoud ed fufu.”; Igyi
wanklaan “1t isfine.” Other pronours do nd change in the same place

Bogyi fufu. “They shoud ed fufu.”

Mhgyi fufu. “You(pl) shoud ea fufu.”

€ and a as Separate Words
£ "also” isaseparate word; a has two meanings. When it isa on-
tradion d dni “that”, it isjoined to the previous word. When it isa
clause marker, indicaing the end d athought, it is a separate word.

Bré dni amilsyo d, oma nv. “When we went he wasn’t there.”
Bréd anilsyo d, oma wnv. “When we went he wasn’t there.”
Mi €, nyo “I too will go”

For example:

Ky- is not used
The ky isnot used in Nkonya, instead o ky-, ts- will bein words
like ntsu “water” or tsvn “passby”, ki will be used in words such as
wanki “clea” or kiar “dog’.

P. Dialect Differences

Appendix A below describes the diff erences between the two main
dialeds of Nkonya. Sedions A. through O. above gply to al materias
written in any dialed of Nkonya. Becauseit iseasier to leanto real in
the dialed that one spe&ks, there will be some material writtenin a a-
ther the Northern o the Southern Dialed. The rules given below refer
to materials that are to be pulished in the standard orthography. They
will not apply to materials written in ore of the dialeds.

The reasons for the rules and forms that were dhasen are givenin
Appendix B. In the examples below, the form in the Column labeled
Southern Spelling will be used in pubi caions written in the Southern
Dided; the form in the Column labeled Southern Spelli ng will be used
in pubications written in the Southern Diaed; the form in the Column
labeled Standard Spelling will be used in puldi caions written in the
Unified Orthography.

P. -I- versus -y- in past tense markers
The -1- spelling of the past tense markers will be used in the Stan-
dard Spelli ng. For Example:

Southern Northern Standard
Spelling Spelling Spelling
Alanu ntsu. “Hehas  Ayanu ntsu. “Hehas  Alanu ntsu. “He has
drunk water.” drunk water.” drunk water.”
Olonu ntsu. Oyonu ntsu. Olonu ntsu.
“He drank water.” “Hedrank water.” “He drank water.”

Q. J-vs. £- noun marker
Nours that begin with either o- or e- will use the o- in the Standard
Spelling. For Example:

Southern Northern Standard
eke “day” oke " day” oke " day”
enye “night " onye “night” " onye “night”
9



