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Introduction 
 
This book shows how to write words so that readers can more easily know the correct meaning.  
We will learn three spelling rules that help reading and writing, as well as all the sounds that 
join together to make words.  This book is for Reel readers and writers.  It is especially 
important for those writing books and translating Scripture to understand the lessons of this 
book.  
 
Each of the Reel words in this book is listed in the Reel Word List at the end of the book.  If 
you need to check the correct spelling of a word, you can look for the word at the end of this 
book.   
 
There are English words in this book that may be new to you.  Each new word is underlined 
and explained when it is first used.  If you later see the word and forget what it means, you can 
also find it explained in the Glossary at the back of the book.   
 
This book can be taught to participants in a workshop.  A person can also use this book to 
teach himself/herself without a workshop or instructor.  You should read each lesson and then 
immediately do the exercise following the lesson.  The exercise will help you test your 
understanding of the lesson.  The answers to the exercises are in the back of the book.  After 
completing an exercise, immediately check your answers to see how well you have understood.  
For each of your incorrect answers, try to understand the correct answer.  Ask other Reel if you 
need help. 
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Reel Alphabet 
 
The first step in learning to read and write Reel is learning the alphabet.  The Reel language 
has 33 letters, as shown in the following list of words. 
 
Reel Alphabet 
A a [a] ayak lion 
Ä ä    ] gääk wing 
B b [b] buɔl hare 
C c [c] cil rhino 
D d [d] del goat 
Dh dh    ] dhɔl boy 
E e [e] yeeth money 
Ë ë    ] bëël sorghum 
Ɛ ɛ [ɛ] kɛɛt walking stick 
Ɛ  ɛ   [ɛ  ] kɛ ɛ  t falcon 
G g [g] gat child 
Ɣ ɣ [ɦ] ɣöt hut 
I i [i] dit bird 
Ï ï    ] jïc ear 
J j [ɟ] jök dog 
K k [k] kɔm stool 
L l [l] luok mouse 
M m [m] mök buffalo 
N n [n] nɔk feather 
Nh nh    ] nhïër turtle 
Ny ny [ɲ]  y ŋ crocodile 
Ŋ ŋ  ŋ] ŋät oil 
O o [o] gok quiver 
Ö ö    ] pör road 
Ɔ ɔ [ɔ] lɔc heart 
Ɔ  ɔ  [ɔ ] dɔ k river 
P p [p] pai moon 
R r [ɾ] rel fox 
T t [t] tëër chicken 
Th th  t  ] thïɛ ŋ gazelle 
U u [u] guu bee 
W w [w] wut ostrich 
Y y [y] y ŋ cow 
 
The Reel word list at the end of this book has the same order as the list above. 
 
Exercise 1 
 
Write each of the words in the list above next to the letters below.  Say each word as you write 
them.  Listen to the sound each letter makes. 
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a ____________________ ɣ ____________________ o ____________________ 

ä ____________________ i ____________________ ö ____________________ 

b ____________________ ï ____________________ ɔ ____________________ 

c ____________________ j ____________________ ɔ  ____________________ 

d ____________________ k ____________________ p ____________________ 

dh ____________________ l ____________________ r ____________________ 

e ____________________ m ____________________ t ____________________ 

ë ____________________ n ____________________ th ____________________ 

ɛ ____________________ nh ____________________ u ____________________ 

ɛ   ____________________ ny ____________________ w ____________________ 

g ____________________ ŋ ____________________ y ____________________ 

 
 

Syllables 
 
Now we learn how Reel letters are joined together in words.  Words can be divided into 
syllables, or beats.  Each of the words below has three syllables.  They can be divided into 
three separate beats as shown. 
 
 

 

Three-syllable words 
palata pa    la    ta fish hook, line 
nyemïrï nye  mï   rï bean 
dɛ beelë dɛ    bee   lë eagles (pl) 
akaja a     ka    ja donkey 
agurböök a    gur   book onion 
alualuaal a    lua    luaal dawn 
anyïnyï a    nyï    nyï hyena 
atɛ ltöu a    tɛ  l    töu ladle, cup 
akäälë a    kää   lë calves (pl) 
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Each of the words below have two syllables.  They can be divided into two separate beats as 
shown. 
 

Two-syllable words 
   
kuluk ku     luk upper arm 
mekec me    kec yellow 
dëbël dë     bël eagle 
böwë bö    wë herds (pl) 
dïɛ rë dïɛ     rë pigs (pl) 
pewɛɛr pe     wɛɛr famine 
kärääth kä     rääth maize 
bapiɛny ba     piɛny morning 
kuŋgu kuŋ   gu parrot, bird type 
dɛ rc ŋ dɛ r   c ŋ village 
tɔmpiny tɔm   piny groundnut 
yäkyäk yäk   yäk lung 
dhiamdhiam dhiam dhiam spring 
akäl a       käl calf 
abaar a       baar orphan 
aduany a       duany crippled person 
ïtïɛ  ɛ  p ï       tïɛ  ɛ  p shade, shadow 
ïruum ï        ruum tomorrow 

 
Each of the words below have one syllable.  They cannot be divided into more than one beat. 
 

One-syllable words 
mun dirt, soil 
cëk wife 
cɛ ŋ sun, day 
cil rhino 
bëël grain, sorghum 
maar relative by blood 
tuaany sickness 
cuër thief 
guëc giraffe 
kuoth rain 
dïɛ ɛ  r pig 
jiɛɛr shoulder blade 
kau bride 
lɔu bamboo 
kääu pit, hole 
käï first born child 
löï umbilical cord 
cuii soup 
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Exercise 2 
 
Say each word below and listen to the number of beats in each word.  Write the number of 
syllables (1, 2, or 3) in the blank ___ to the left of each word.  Then divide the word into 
syllables in the blanks to the right of each word.  Write one syllable on each blank.  Do not fill 
more blanks than the number of syllables.  The first one has been done as an example. 
 
number of syllables divided into syllables  
2 balthuur bal thuur _______ monitor lizard 
_______ muɔrkaba _______ _______ _______ bag 
_______ bɛdɛ k _______ _______ _______ eight 

_______ mök _______ _______ _______ buffalo 

_______ raaljioou _______ _______ _______ rainbow 

_______ cɔ wë _______ _______ _______ termites (pl) 

_______ mïɛ ɛ  th _______ _______ _______ food, crop, resource 
_______ Alaathbuor _______ _______ _______ July 
_______ thuok _______ _______ _______ mouth, language 

_______ amëmïɛ ɛ  r _______ _______ _______ dusk, twilight 

_______ guänjäär _______ _______ _______ bush dweller 

_______ gääk _______ _______ _______ wing 

_______ nɔ ɔ ŋɔ ɔ ŋ _______ _______ _______ poorly 

_______ näädɔ  _______ _______ _______ perhaps 

_______ cïɛ ɛ  ŋ _______ _______ _______ home, land 

_______ pälŋɛ c _______ _______ _______ initiation (for boy) 

_______ dëkerë _______ _______ _______ hot season (pl) 

_______ acaar _______ _______ _______ fish 

 
 

Consonants 
 
Some letters are consonants and some letters are vowels.  In the word pewɛɛr ‘f m   ’, the 
letters p, w and r are consonants and e and ɛ are vowels.   
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Consonants often begin syllables and end syllables.  Vowels are in the middle of syllables and 
sometimes end syllables, or are the only sound of the syllable.  In the syllable pe of pewɛ ɛ  r, the 
consonant p begins the syllable, and the vowel e ends the syllable.  In the syllable wɛɛr, the 
consonant w begins the syllable, the consonant r ends the syllable, and the vowel ɛɛ is in the 
middle of the syllable.  
 
In some words such as ayak ‘lion’, the first vowel a is a syllable by itself.  A vowel can be a 
syllable by itself, but a consonant cannot be a syllable by itself. 
 
The following 20 letters are Reel c  s    tsː 
 

Reel consonants 
B b Ɣ ɣ N n R r 
C c J j Nh nh T t 
D d K k Ny ny Th th 
Dh dh L l Ŋ ŋ W w 
G g M m P p Y y 

 
The following 13 letters are Reel v w lsː 
  

A a E e Ɛ ɛ I i O o Ɔ ɔ U u 
Ä ä Ë ë Ɛ  ɛ   Ï ï Ö ö Ɔ  ɔ   

 
In this lesson, we learn about Reel consonants.  In a later lesson, we learn about Reel vowels.   
 
The list below has Reel words with each of the consonants. All consonants can be at the 
beginning of words. All except nh are found in the middle of words. Many consonants can be 
at the end of words. But, the consonants b, d, dh, g, ɣ, j, w and y cannot.   
 
 Word beginning Word middle Word end 
B b bïäth pumpkin dëbël eagle —-  
 baac calf (of leg) ab  ŋ space, spot   
C c cël elbow acaar fish baac calf (of leg) 
 cak milk acak flea, tick tïc feast 
D d dïɛ ɛ  r pig ad ŋ weapon —-  
 dëŋ  r monkey aduany crippled person   
Dh dh dhöök leopard skin adhaar pot —-  
 dhɔl boy adhuur hammer   
G g gɛɛr fence agäk game —-  
 gat child agɔɔk monkey   
Ɣ ɣ ɣɔ l arm biaɣë of lights —-  
 ɣaar plank of wood     
J j jic stomach ajaar water basin —-  
 jeth scorpion ajaac bird glue   



- 9 - 

K k kɛ r fishing net dëkër hot season dɔ k river 
 kääu pit, hole akäl calf nɔk feather 
L l liɛt sand kuluk upper arm bul drum 
 lëï tooth alath cloth thɔ l snake 
M m mïɛ th food (general) nyemïrï bean thuɔ ɔ m ghost, spirit 
 mac fire amɛ ɛ  l sheep nhïɛ m fur, hair 
N n nɛ ɛ  r maternal uncle wɛ nɛ  here pen town 
 nop message dënëmɛ their mun dirt, soil 
Nh nh nhiɛm charcoal —-  rɛ ɛ  nh until 
 nhiaal sky     
Ny ny nyal girl any ŋ chisel tool puɔ ny body 
 nyïɛ u co-wife anyïnyï hyena thuny nasal mucus 
Ŋ ŋ ŋär bean aŋɛth broth tuɔŋ egg 
 ŋɔ p fig aŋau cat kaŋ alcohol 
P p piny ground, land apaal knife lip tongue 
 pɛ m rock, mountain bapiɛny morning riop claw, fingernail 
R r rin name kara ladder pör road, path 
 rëët razor kärääth maize bur camp 
T t tɛi stick ateel leg dit bird (general) 
 tap tobacco ïtïɛ  ɛ  p shade, shadow dut grass 
Th th thïïn breast athak back of head nyith brain 
 thuok mouth athëën yesterday ruɛ th chief 
W w wɛ ɛ  r night pewɛɛr famine —-  
 w ŋ eye aw ŋ tobacco   
Y y yïɛ l forest ayak lion —-  
 yuïc head ayääŋ wrestling   
 
Exercise 3 
 
In each word below, circle each consonant. The first one has been done as an example. 
 
g   ë   m cheek 
m   u   ɔ   r   k   a   b   a bag 
p   ä   l   ŋ   ɛ     c initiation (of boy) 
a   d   u   a   ny cripple person 
nh   i   a   n testicle 
y   i   ɛ   t finger, toe 
a   b   aa   r orphan 
w   ɛ     th buttock 
ɣ   ɔ   r swamp area 
dh   ɔ   l boy 
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j   ë   p axe 
 
 

Consonants t and th 
 
The consonants t and th sound similar at the beginning of words. When we listen carefully, we 
hear the sound of t in teu ‘l f ’  s   ff r  t th   th  sound of th in theu ‘m  stru l p r   ’. S y 
each of the words below. Listen carefully to the difference in sound between t and th. 
 
T t  Th th  
teu life theu menstrual period 
tap tobacco thar waist 
täp ground sloping down thääŋ side (of body) 
tuŋ horn (of animal) thuny nasal mucus 
tuol smoke thuok mouth 
tuɔ ɔ l initiation (of girl) thuɔ ɔ m ghost, spirit 
tök laugh thöl wall 
tiɛɛr clitoris thieei stick, club of ebony 
tïït mahogany tree thïïn breast 
tïɛ  t magician thïäk neighbour 
tik bead thɔ l snake 
tiɛl  iron thɛ c dew 
tïc feast thɛ k bull with twisted horns 
tïk chin   
teet hand   
tëër chicken   
tur dust   
tuut bull   
tuɛŋ dark spot in wood   
tuaany sickness   
tuɔŋ egg   
 
The letters t and th can also be inbetween vowels. When we listen carefully, we hear the sound 
of t in atak ‘tw st   th  g’  s   ff r  t th   th  s u    f th in athak ‘b ck  f h   ’.  L st   
carefully to the difference in sound between t and th in the words below. 
 
t  th  
atak twisted thing athak back of head 
ateel leg athëën yesterday 
atäc spice (general)   
ater conflict, hatred   
atɛ l bowl from calabash   
ïtïɛ  ɛ  p shade, shadow   
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The letters t and th can also be at the end of words. When we listen carefully, we hear the 
sound of t in mät ‘agreement’  s   ff r  t th   th  s u    f th in mäth ‘drink’.  L st   c r fully 
to the difference in sound between t and th in the words below. 
 
t  th  
mät agreement mäth drink 
gat child jath tree 
wat blood relative kath waterhole 
ɣöt hut, room ŋääth hope 
ŋät oil kärääth maize 
buɔ t wound, sore puɔ th marriage 
mut spear type luth mud fish 
liɛt sand miɛɛth root 
tïɛ  t magician mïɛ th food (general) 
nyet rib jeth scorpion 
teet hand yeeth money 
kɛɛt walking stick gɛɛth brightness 
cɛ t colour wɛ th buttock 
kɛ ɛ  t falcon, hawk mɛ ɛ  th friend 
thot wooden peg doth virgin 
mut spear type luth mud fish 
rëët razor muuth darkness 
tïït mahogany tree kuoth rain 
rit ebony tree coth guinea worm 
yiɛt finger, toe rɔ th armpit 
  yath charm (for magic) 
  ruath young male cow 
  kuäth bone marrow 
  kɛth bile, gall 
  cɛ th excrement, feces 
  luɔ th fetus 
 
 
Exercise 4 
 
Carefully read and say each test word below.  The bold letter of each test word may or may not 
be written correctly.  Write the word correctly in the space given.  The first one is done as an 
example. 
 
Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 
tɛɛm trying, testing thɛɛm tuoom harp instrument _________________ 
tiar flour _________________ thɛi stick _________________ 
thuɛŋ dark spot in wood _________________ thot wooden peg _________________ 
athëën yesterday _________________ atak back of head _________________ 
ather conflict, hatred _________________ ïtïɛ  ɛ  p shade, shadow _________________ 
jïɛ  ɛ  th mark (on ground) _________________ wut ostrich _________________ 
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ruɛ t chief _________________ bïäät pumpkin _________________ 
köth shield _________________ nyuɔ ɔ th point (of something) _________________ 
 
 

Consonants d and dh 
 
The consonants d and dh sound similar at the beginning of words. When we listen carefully, we 
hear the sound of d in dɔm ‘c tch s m th  g    th    r’ is different than the sound of dh in 
dhɔm ‘st lk s m th  g’. Say each of the words below. Listen carefully to the difference in 
sound between d and dh. 
 
D d  Dh dh  
dɔm catch something (in air) dhɔm stalk something 
dak make someone tired dhal fail something 
dɔ  thing dhɔ l violate, cross something 
döth uproot something dhööl cut something 
dɔt vagina dhɔl boy 
diaal all dhiac bruise 
dör tribe dhöök leopard skin 
dïɛ ɛ  r pig dhïëëc five 
doth virgin   
dɔ k river   
dit bird (general)   
del goat   
dap lazy person   
dut grass   
 
The letters d and dh can also be inbetween vowels. When we listen carefully, we hear the 
sound of d in ad ŋ ‘w  p  ’ is different than the sound of dh in adhaar ‘p t’.  Listen carefully 
to the difference in sound between d and dh in the words below. 
 
d  dh  
ad ŋ weapon adhaar pot 
aduany crippled person adhuur hammer 
adëër behaviour   
adöl brown   
 
Exercise 5 
 
Carefully read and say each test word below.  The bold letter of each test word may or may not 
be written correctly.  Write the word correctly in the space given.  The first one is done as an 
example. 
 
Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 
dhiaal all diaal adiɔɔŋu what ______________________ 
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dïëëc five ______________________ dhel goat ______________________ 
dör tribe ______________________ bɛdhɛ k eight ______________________ 
aduur hammer ______________________ dhal fail something ______________________ 
 
 

Consonants at the end of words 
 
The consonants p, th, t, c, k can be at the beginning, middle and end of words.  The consonants 
b, dh, d, j, g can be at the beginning and middle of words, but never at the end of words. 
 
 Word beginning Word middle Word end 
P p piny ground, land apaal knife lip tongue 
 pɛ m roc, mountain bapiɛny morning riop claw, fingernail 
Th th thïïn breast athak back of head nyith brain 
 thuok mouth athëën yesterday ruɛ th chief 
T t tɛi stick ateel leg dit bird (general) 
 tap tobacco ïtïɛ  ɛ  p shade, shadow dut grass 
C c cël elbow acaar fish baac calf (of leg) 
 cak milk acak flea, tick tïc feast 
K k kɛ r fishing net dëkër hot season dɔ k river 
 kääu pit, hole akäl calf nɔk feather 
B b bïäth pumpkin dëbël eagle —-  
 baac calf (of leg) ab  ŋ space, spot   
Dh dh dhöök leopard skin adhaar pot —-  
 dhɔl boy adhuur hammer   
D d dïɛ ɛ  r pig ad ŋ weapon —-  
 dëŋ  r monkey aduany crippled person   
J j jic stomach ajaar water basin —-  
 jeth scorpion ajaac bird glue   
G g gɛɛr fence agäk game —-  
 gat child agɔɔk monkey   
 
So, we have the following spelling rule for these consonants at the end of words. 
 
Spelling Rule 1a:  At the end of words, write p, th, t, c, k instead of b, dh, d, j, g. 
 
 Correct Wrong  
p lip lib tongue 
th wɛ th wɛ dh buttock 
t teet teed hand 
c baac baaj calf (of leg) 
k rook roog molar tooth 
 
Sometimes the letter –ë is added to the end of a noun to make more than one of that noun. This 
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is called a plural. One of the noun dap ‘l zy p rs  ’ (called a singular) becomes plural when 
the letter –ë is added, as in dapë ‘l zy p rs  s’. The sound of the letter p changes when –ë is 
added. However, we write the letter p in both the singular and plural (dap ‘l zy p rs  ’, dapë 
‘l zy p rs  s’). If w  wr t      ff r  t l tt r th   p in the plural (such as dabë ‘l zy p rs  s’--
wrong), readers might think it is a different word.  Instead, we write the letter p in both dap 
‘l zy p rs       dapë ‘l zy p rs  s’ s  th t r    rs k  w  t  s th  s m  w r . W   ls  wr t  
the letters th, t, c, k when the letter –ë is added to plural nouns. 
 
 Singular noun Plural noun 
p dap lazy person dapë lazy persons 
th mɛ ɛ  th friend mɛ ɛ  thë friends 
t rëët razor rëëtë razors 
c rïc rafter rïïcë rafters 
k dhöök leopard skin dhöökë leopard skins 
 
Sometimes the letter –ë is added to the end of a noun to show it possesses or has a close 
relationship with the noun before it. The noun täp ‘p t h l ’ h s h s th  l tt r –ë when it 
possesses another noun, as in wään tɛ pë ‘pl c   f p t h l ’. Th  s u    f th  l tt r p changes 
when –ë is added. However, we write the letter p in both the common noun (täp ‘p t h l ’)     
when it possesses another noun (wään tɛ pë ‘pl c   f p t h l ’). This is so that readers know it 
is the same word. We also write the letters th, t, c, k when the letter –ë is added to nouns 
possessing other nouns. 
 
 Common noun Noun possessing another noun 
p täp pot hole wään tɛ pë place of pot hole 
th puɔ th marriage wään puthë place of marriage 
t yiɛt finger wään yitë place of finger 
c thieec request wään thïëëcë place of request 
k kaak field wään kaakë place of field 
 
We have the following spelling rule for these consonants when the letter –ë is added. 
 
Spelling Rule 1b:  When the suffix –ë is added to the end of words, write p, th, t, c, k instead of 
b, dh, d, j, g. 
 
 Correct  Correct Wrong  
p dap lazy person dapë dabë lazy persons 
th mɛ ɛ  th friend mɛ ɛ  thë mɛ ɛ  dhë friends 
t rëët razor rëëtë rëëdë razors 
c rïc rafter rïïcë rïïjë rafters 
k dhöök leopard skin dhöökë dhöögë leopard skins 
 
 Correct  Correct Wrong  
p täp pot hole wään tɛ pë wään tɛ bë place of pot hole 
th puɔ th marriage wään puthë wään pudhë place of marriage 
t yiɛt finger wään yitë wään yidë place of finger 
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c thieec request wään thïëëcë wään thïëëjë place of request 
k kaak field wään kaakë wään kaagë place of field 
 
All the consonants p, th, t, c, k and b, dh, d, j, g can be in other places of words, such as at the 
beginning or inbetween vowels. So, we also have the following spelling rule. 
 
Spelling Rule 1c:  p, th, t, c, k and b, dh, d, j, g can all be at the beginning of words and 
between vowels in other positions of words. 
 
 Correct  Correct  
p, b pan swamp area ban bedbug 
th, dh thöl wall dhöök leopard skin 
t, d tap tobacco dap lazy person 
c, j cou husband jou chest 
k, g kaak field, garden gaak jaw 
 
 Correct  Correct  
p, b apaal knife abaar orphan 
th, dh athak pot adhaar pot 
t, d atak something twisted ad ŋ gun, bow 
c, j acaar fish ajaar basin 
k, g akäl calf agäk game 
 
Exercise 6 
 
Carefully read and say each test word below.  The bold letter of each test word may or may not 
be written correctly.  Write the word correctly in the space given.  The first one is done as an 
example. 
 
Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 
nob message nop keeth cow urine ______________________ 
dodhë virgins ______________________ wään budë place of wound ______________________ 
dhɔl boy ______________________ cath tree, firewood ______________________ 
gad child ______________________ yuïj head ______________________ 
wajë aunts ______________________ aduany crippled person ______________________ 
akäk game ______________________ dhöögë leopard skins ______________________ 
tɔ k river ______________________ wään tɔpë place of tobacco ______________________ 
 
 

Breathy and non-breathy vowels 
 
The words kɛɛt ‘w lk  g st ck’ and kɛ ɛ  t ‘f lc  , h wk’ have different vowel sounds.  Do you 
hear the difference? There is more air in the vowel sound of kɛ ɛ  t ‘f lc  , h wk’. Th s v w l ɛ ɛ   
in kɛ ɛ  t ‘f lc  , h wk’ w th m r    r  s c ll     breathy vowel. All vowels that are not breathy 
are called non-breathy. 
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Vowel differences 
non-breathy vowel kɛɛt walking stick breathy vowel kɛ ɛ  t falcon, hawk 
short vowel gak peel, skin (of fruit) long vowe gaak jaw 
High tone wɛ ɛ  r night Low tone wɛ ɛ  r dung 
 
The words gak ‘p  l, sk   ( f fru t)’     gaak ‘j w’  ls  h v  different vowel sounds. Do you 
hear the difference? The vowel in gaak ‘j w’ t k s longer to say than the vowel in gak ‘p  l, 
sk  ’. Th  v w l    gaak ‘j w’  s   long vowel and the vowel in gak ‘p  l, sk  ’  s   short 
vowel.   
 
The words wɛ ɛ  r ‘  ght’     wɛ ɛ  r ‘ u g’  ls  h v      ff r  c     s u  .  H w v r, th s  
words have the same vowel and only a difference in the tone. Tone is how high or low the 
sound of the vowel is. The word wɛ ɛ  r ‘  ght’ h s H gh t        th  w r  wɛ ɛ  r ‘ u g’ h s L w 
tone.  
 
In this lesson we learn the different sounds of vowels, especially the difference between 
breathy and non-breathy vowels. In the next lessons we learn about the difference between long 
and short vowels and words that only differ by tone.   
 
There are 13 vowels in Reel, as shown in the list below. All can be breathy or non-breathy 
except for u, which can only be non-breathy. We write breathy vowels with dots above the 
vowel.  All vowels can be short or long. We write long vowels with doubled vowel letters. 
 

 Non-breathy vowels  Breathy vowels 
a daŋ elder ä ŋät oil 
aa kaak field, garden ää ŋääth illness 
e jeth scorpion ë jëp axe 
ee yeeth money ëë tëër chicken 
ɛ kɛth rusting ɛ  ɣɛ m thigh 
ɛɛ gɛɛr fence ɛ ɛ   mɛ ɛ  th friend 
i lip tongue ï jïc ear 
ii diit birds (pl) ïï rïïŋ meat 
o doth virgin ö jök dog 
oo nooŋ wedding öö dhöök leopard skin 
ɔ ɣɔr swamp area ɔ  ŋɔ p fig 
ɔɔ kɔɔr forearm ɔ ɔ  thɔ ɔ l snakes (pl) 
u dut grass    
uu muuth darkness    

 
The following words have the vowel a or ä.  Say each of these words and listen to the sound of 
the vowels a and ä. 
 
a  ä  
tap tobacco täp pot hole 
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gak peel, skin (of fruit) cäny heel (of foot) 
jath tree, firewood ŋär bean 
 y ŋ crocodile jäl guest, visitor 
pap open land mät meeting, agreement 
ban bedbug ɣäc load, burden 
bak crack läŋ prayer 
y ŋ cow mäth drink 
w ŋ face, eye läk dream, prophecy 
w ŋ stream Jäŋ dinka person 
k ŋ alcohol ŋät oil 
nyal girl, daughter käk phlegm, throat mucus 
par open water, lake jär belch, burp 
gak peel, skin (of fruit) täth mould, forge 
wac  u t, f th r’s s st r kär branches 
thal early or late sun   
jak pelican, bird type   
ŋ k pus   
kath waterhole   
wat relative (blood relative or in-law)   
  ŋ elder, older person   
dap lazy person   
dap birth   
yak famine, drought, dry period   
pan swamp area   
gat son, child, baby   
mac fire   
bany wealth   
gal newly cultivated ground   
thar waist   
kam middle of something   
nyan caterpillar   
 
The following words have the vowel aa or ää.   
 
aa  ää  
gaak jaws gääk wing 
ɣaar plank of wood gäär scars on forehead 
daan palate, top of mouth ŋääth illness 
kaak field, garden wään way, place, method 
baac calf (of leg) rääl muscle 
maar relative by blood määl wealth 
kaar background information jääl trip, journey, movement 
  thääŋ side of body, other side 
  kääŋ proverb 
  ŋääth hope 
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The following words have the vowel e or ë. Say each of these words and listen to the sound of 
the vowels e and ë. 
 
e ë 
rek pen (of cows) lëk word, speaking 
mer tear (of eye) gëm cheek 
pen town gër back (of body or something) 
dep trap mël oath, promise 
rel termite mound yër river, lake 
del goat cëk wife 
jeth scorpion cër bright star, morning star 
rel fox cël elbow 
nyet rib lël net for carrying container 
c ŋ strap jëp axe 
  dëbël eagle 
  dëkër hot season 
 
The following words have the vowel ee or ëë.   
 
ee  ëë  
teer playing tëër chicken 
keeth cow urine bëël sorghum, dura 
teet hand lëëth begging 
weer blessing rëët razor 
ceer morning star mëëk kindness 
neer wrapping   
yeeth money   
t  ŋ music, beating of drum   
 
The following words have the vowel ɛ or ɛ .  
 
ɛ ɛ 
nɛp burn something nɛ k kill, murder someone 
kɛŋ groan (with pain) kɛ n give 
kɛth bile, gall, rusting cɛ th excrement, feces 
pɛn towns (pl) pɛ m rock, mountain 
  ɣɛ m thigh 
  thɛ k bull with twisted horns 
  dɛ r centre, middle 
  wɛ th buttock 
  kɛ r net for fishing 
  lɛ  c semen 
  kɛ ny debt 
  cɛ t colour (general) 
  cɛ l fish type 
  thɛ c dew 
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  cɛ ŋ day 
  wɛ t belief 
 
The following words have the vowel ɛɛ or ɛ ɛ  .   
 
ɛɛ  ɛ ɛ    
kɛɛt walking stick kɛ ɛ  t falcon, hawk 
gɛɛr fence wɛ ɛ  r night 
gɛɛth brightness wɛ ɛ  r dung 
thɛɛm trying, testing nɛ ɛ  r maternal uncle 
  gɛ ɛ  m midwife 
  mɛ ɛ  th friend 
  wɛ ɛ  l herbs, medicine, drugs 
 
The following words have the vowel e or ɛ.   
 
e  ɛ  
nep light, ignite something nɛp burn something 
ket swim kɛŋ groan (with pain) 
rek pen (of cows) kɛth bile, gall, rusting 
pen town pɛn towns (pl) 
mer tear (of eye)   
dep trap   
rel termite mound   
del goat   
jeth scorpion   
rel fox   
nyet rib   
c ŋ strap   
 
The following words have the vowel ee or ɛɛ.   
 
ee  ɛɛ  
teer playing kɛɛt walking stick 
keeth cow urine gɛɛr fence 
teet hand gɛɛth brightness 
weer blessing thɛɛm trying, testing 
ceer morning star   
neer wrapping   
yeeth money   
t  ŋ music, beating of drum   
 
The following words have the vowel ë or ɛ .   
 
ë  ɛ    
cël elbow cɛ l fish type 
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gëm cheek cɛ ŋ day 
gër back (of body or something) cɛ th excrement, feces 
mël oath, promise pɛ m rock, mountain 
yër river, lake ɣɛ m thigh 
cëk wife thɛ k bull with twisted horns 
cër bright star, morning star dɛ r centre, middle 
lël net for carrying container wɛ th buttock 
jëp axe kɛ r net for fishing 
lëk word, speaking lɛ c semen 
dëbël eagle kɛ ny debt 
dëkër hot season cɛ t colour (general) 
  thɛ c dew 
  wɛ t belief 
 
The following words have the vowel ëë or ɛ ɛ  .   
 
ëë  ɛ ɛ    
tëër chicken wɛ ɛ  r night 
bëël sorghum, dura wɛ ɛ  r dung 
lëëth begging kɛ ɛ  t falcon, hawk 
rëët razor nɛ ɛ  r maternal uncle 
mëëk kindness gɛ ɛ  m midwife 
  mɛ ɛ  th friend 
  wɛ ɛ  l herbs, medicine, drugs 
 
The following words have the vowel i or ï.   
 
i  ï  
dir cricket insect dïr bump (in ground) 
jic stomach jïc leaf, ear 
dit song tïc feast 
dit bird tïk cloudy day 
cil rhino tïk chin 
piny ground, land pï water 
rit ebony tree rïc beam, rafter 
lip tongue   
cir sea, wide river   
nyith brain   
 
The following words have the vowel ii or ïï.   
 
ii  ïï  
tiil rings, irons (pl) thïïn breast 
diit birds (pl) rïïŋ meat 
  lïïm messenger 
  tïït mahogany tree 
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tiit understand s.m. pïïk push something 
t  ŋ hit something   
r  ŋ run something   
liip wait for something   
ciim kiss someone   
niin sleep something   
ciir discuss something   
jiit mark something   
ciil slice something   
biir spear (v.in) tïïc be tight 
l  ŋ hear, listen dïït be big (in size) 
  lïïŋ sink 
  cïïm beat 
 
The following words have the vowel o or ö.   
 
o  ö  
kok bribe kök hole in log 
nop message pör road, path 
lol valley thöl wall 
kom bark (of tree), shell (of groundnut) dör tribe 
gok quiver, bag of arrows köt shield 
ɣ ŋ opening, hole ɣöt hut, room 
doth virgin mök buffalo 
thot wooden peg tök laugh 
  jök dog 
  kök migration 
  röl voice 
  böm hump (of cow) 
  böl flame 
  kör fighting, arguing 
 
The following words have the vowel oo or öö.   
 
oo  öö  
door peace böör full moon 
g  ŋ hospitality for guests lööŋ tool of witchdoctor 
   ŋ wedding cöör blindness 
rook molar tooth dhöök leopard skin 
  lööŋ rule 
 
The following words have the vowel ɔ or ɔ .   
 
ɔ  ɔ   
nɔk feather dɔ k river 
dɔm defending ŋɔ p fig 
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jɔk back (of something) ɣɔ l arm 
jɔk magic, god ɣɔ k peg, stake 
kɔm stool, chair rɔ th armpit 
dhɔl boy thɔ l snake 
lɔc heart jɔ r forest 
gɔl brye, corral, pen dɔ  thing 
dɔt vagina   
ɣɔr swamp area   
 
The following words have the vowel ɔɔ or ɔ ɔ .   
 
ɔɔ  ɔ ɔ   
cɔɔl call, invite someone gɔ ɔ l boast, brag something 
ɣɔɔc buy something tɔ ɔ ŋ advise someone 
ɣɔɔl cough something lɔ ɔ ŋ rest something 
cɔɔr make someone blind kɔ ɔ m beat, thresh something 
jɔɔk begin something ŋɔ ɔ ŋ oppress someone 
kɔɔc sew something   
cɔɔl announce kɔ ɔ r spread out 
gɔɔl be new ɣɔ ɔ l hit, strike 
tɔɔŋ jump   
dɔɔm catch (in air)   
nɔɔŋ take away   
jɔɔm wind   
kɔɔr forearm   
 
The following words have the vowel o or ɔ.   
 
o  ɔ  
kom bark (of tree), shell (of groundut) kɔm stool, chair 
kok bribe nɔk feather 
nop message dɔm defending 
lol valley jɔk back (of something) 
gok quiver, bag of arrows jɔk magic, god 
ɣ ŋ opening, hole dhɔl boy 
doth virgin lɔc heart 
thot wooden peg gɔl brye, corral, pen 
  dɔt vagina 
  ɣɔr swamp area 
 
The following words have the vowel oo or ɔɔ.   
 
oo  ɔɔ  
book offer something jɔɔk begin something 
   ŋ bring something cɔɔl call, invite someone 
noop send something ɣɔɔc buy something 
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gool be around gɔɔl be new 
door mediate, intercede cɔɔl announce 
jook begin tɔɔŋ jump 
koot dry dɔɔm catch (in air) 
root cry nɔɔŋ take away 
g  ŋ hospitality for guests jɔɔm wind 
door peace kɔɔr forearm 
 
The following words have the vowel ö or ɔ .   
  
ö  ɔ   
thöl wall thɔ l snake 
kök hole in log dɔ k river 
pör road, path ŋɔ p fig 
dör tribe ɣɔ k peg, stake 
köt shield rɔ th armpit 
ɣöt hut, room ɣɔ l arm 
mök buffalo jɔ r forest 
tök laugh dɔ  thing 
jök dog   
kök migration   
röl voice   
böm hump (of cow)   
böl flame   
kör fighting, arguing   
 
The following words have the vowel öö or ɔ ɔ .   
 
öö  ɔ ɔ   
gööl surround something gɔ ɔ l boast, brag something 
göör want, desire something tɔ ɔ ŋ advise someone 
kööt dry something lɔ ɔ ŋ rest something 
lööm borrow, take something kɔ ɔ m beat, thresh something 
  ŋɔ ɔ ŋ oppress someone 
döör mediate, intercede kɔ ɔ r spread out 
döön dry ɣɔ ɔ l hit, strike 
 
The following words have the vowel u or o.   
 
u  o  
bul drum, dance lol valley 
thuny nasal mucus nop message 
tuŋ branch (of tree) kom bark (of tree), shell (of groundut) 
tuŋ horn (of animal) gok quiver, bag of arrows 
pul pool ɣ ŋ opening, hole 
mun dirt, soil doth virgin 
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tut male thot wooden peg 
luk court case kok bribe 
dut grass   
wum nose   
mut spear type   
wut ostrich   
bur camp   
tur dust   
cul penis   
rum club, stick   
dul bundle   
luth mud fish   
 
The following words have the vowel uu or oo.   
 
uu  oo  
duur eloping door peace 
tuut bull g  ŋ hospitality for guests 
luum gossiper    ŋ wedding 
muuth darkness rook molar tooth 
ruu knot, tying   
guu bee   
 
Exercise 7 
 
Carefully read and say the test words between the lines below.  The bold vowel in the middle 
of each test word may or may not be written correctly.  Test the sound of the bold vowel by 
comparing it with the vowel sound in the words on the left and right.  If the sound for the bold 
vowel is the same as in the word on the left, write the word correctly with that vowel.  If the 
sound for the bold vowel is the same as in the word on the right, write the word correctly with 
that vowel.  The first one has been done as an example. 
 
  Test Word   Write correctly 
  ŋ elder mäc family ŋät oil mac 
  ŋ elder mäth drink ŋät oil _____________________ 
  ŋ elder kar branches ŋät oil _____________________ 
  ŋ elder jal guest, visitor ŋät oil _____________________ 
kaak field kaaŋ proverb ŋääth illness _____________________ 
kaak field bääc calf (of leg) ŋääth illness _____________________ 
kaak field määl wealth ŋääth illness _____________________ 
jeth scorpion cëŋ strap jëp axe _____________________ 
jeth scorpion cëk wife jëp axe _____________________ 
jeth scorpion rel termite mound jëp axe _____________________ 
jeth scorpion gem cheek jëp axe _____________________ 
yeeth money reet razor tëër chicken _____________________ 
yeeth money bëël sorghum, dura tëër chicken _____________________ 
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yeeth money këeth cow urine tëër chicken _____________________ 
kɛth rusting kɛ ny debt ɣɛ m thigh _____________________ 
kɛth rusting kɛ ŋ groan (with pain) ɣɛ m thigh _____________________ 
kɛth rusting thɛc dew ɣɛ m thigh _____________________ 
gɛɛr fence thɛɛm trying, testing mɛ ɛ  th friend _____________________ 
gɛɛr fence wɛ ɛ  r dung mɛ ɛ  th friend _____________________ 
jeth scorpion kɛt swim kɛth rusting _____________________ 
jeth scorpion rel fox kɛth rusting _____________________ 
jeth scorpion nep burn something kɛth rusting _____________________ 
jeth scorpion pɛn towns (pl) kɛth rusting _____________________ 
yeeth money kɛɛt walking stick gɛɛr fence _____________________ 
yeeth money tɛɛt hand gɛɛr fence _____________________ 
yeeth money cɛɛr morning star gɛɛr fence _____________________ 
jëp axe yɛ r river, lake ɣɛ m thigh _____________________ 
jëp axe lëc semen ɣɛ m thigh _____________________ 
jëp axe cël elbow ɣɛ m thigh _____________________ 
tëër chicken gɛ ɛ  m midwife mɛ ɛ  th friend _____________________ 
tëër chicken wëër night mɛ ɛ  th friend _____________________ 
tëër chicken mëëk kindness mɛ ɛ  th friend _____________________ 
lip tongue tic feast jïc ear _____________________ 
lip tongue rit ebony tree jïc ear _____________________ 
lip tongue tïk chin jïc ear _____________________ 
lip tongue jïc stomach jïc ear _____________________ 
diit birds thïïn breast rïïŋ meat _____________________ 
diit birds tïïl rings, irons (pl) rïïŋ meat _____________________ 
diit birds tïït mahogany tree rïïŋ meat _____________________ 
doth virgin lol valley jök dog _____________________ 
doth virgin por road, path jök dog _____________________ 
doth virgin bol flame jök dog _____________________ 
   ŋ wedding coor blindness dhöök skin _____________________ 
   ŋ wedding röök molar tooth dhöök skin _____________________ 
ɣɔr swamp jɔ r forest ŋɔ p fig _____________________ 
ɣɔr swamp kɔ m stool, chair ŋɔ p fig _____________________ 
ɣɔr swamp ɣɔl arm ŋɔ p fig _____________________ 
ɣɔr swamp jɔk magic, god ŋɔ p fig _____________________ 
kɔɔr forearm ŋɔŋ oppress someone thɔ ɔ l snakes _____________________ 
kɔɔr forearm jɔɔm wind thɔ ɔ l snakes _____________________ 
kɔɔr forearm kɔ ɔ r forearm thɔ ɔ l snakes _____________________ 
doth virgin thot wooden peg ɣɔr swamp _____________________ 
doth virgin nok feather ɣɔr swamp _____________________ 
doth virgin nɔp message ɣɔr swamp _____________________ 
doth virgin dhɔl boy ɣɔr swamp _____________________ 
   ŋ wedding gɔɔŋ hospitality kɔɔr forearm _____________________ 
   ŋ wedding ɣɔɔc buy something kɔɔr forearm _____________________ 
   ŋ wedding door peace kɔɔr forearm _____________________ 
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jök dog dɔ r tribe ŋɔ p fig _____________________ 
jök dog röth armpit ŋɔ p fig _____________________ 
jök dog röl voice ŋɔ p fig _____________________ 
dhöök skin lɔ ɔ m borrow, take s.m. thɔ ɔ l snakes _____________________ 
dhöök skin kɔ ɔ m beat, thresh s.m. thɔ ɔ l snakes _____________________ 
dut grass guk quiver, bag doth virgin _____________________ 
dut grass dol bundle doth virgin _____________________ 
muuth darkness tuut bull    ŋ wedding _____________________ 
 
 

Long and short vowels 
 
The words gak ‘p  l, sk   ( f fru t)’     gaak ‘j w’ h v    ff r  t v w l s u  s. Th  v w l    
gaak ‘j w’ t k s l  g r t  s y th   th  v w l    gak ‘p  l, sk  ’. Th  v w l    gaak ‘j w’  s   
long vowel and the vowel in gak ‘p  l, sk  ’  s   short vowel.   
 
Each of the 13 Reel vowels can be short or long. We write long vowels with doubled vowel 
letters. 
 

 Short vowels  Long vowels 
a daŋ elder aa kaak field, garden 
ä ŋät oil ää ŋääth illness 
e jeth scorpion ee yeeth money 
ë jëp axe ëë tëër chicken 
ɛ kɛth rusting ɛɛ gɛɛr fence 
ɛ  ɣɛ m thigh ɛ ɛ   mɛ ɛ  th friend 
i lip tongue ii diit birds (pl) 
ï jïc ear ïï rïïŋ meat 
o doth virgin oo nooŋ wedding 
ö jök dog öö dhöök leopard skin 
ɔ ɣɔr swamp area ɔɔ kɔɔr forearm 
ɔ  ŋɔ p fig ɔ ɔ  thɔ ɔ l snakes (pl) 
u dut grass uu muuth darkness 

 
The following words have the vowel a or aa.  Say each of these words and listen to the sound 
of the vowels a and aa. 
 
a  aa  
gak peel, skin (of fruit) gaak jaws 
thar waist ɣaar plank of wood 
ban bedbug daan palate, top of mouth 
ŋ k pus kaak field, garden 
mac fire baac calf (of leg) 
nyal girl, daughter maar relative by blood 
par open water, lake kaar background information 
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The following words have the vowel ä or ää. 
 
ä  ää  
jäl guest, visitor jääl trip, journey, movement 
käk phlegm, throat mucus gääk wing 
jär belch, burp gäär scars on forehead 
mäth drink ŋääth illness 
cäny heel (of foot) wään way, place, method 
ŋär bean rääl muscle 
kär branches määl wealth 
läŋ prayer kääŋ proverb 
Jäŋ dinka person thääŋ side of body, other side 
täth mould, forge ŋääth hope 
 
The following words have the vowel e or ee.  
 
e ee 
mer tear (of eye) neer wrapping 
dep trap keeth cow urine 
nyet rib teet hand 
rel fox teer playing 
rel termite mound ceer morning star 
del goat weer blessing 
jeth scorpion yeeth money 
c ŋ strap t  ŋ music, beating of drum 
 
The following words have the vowel ë or ëë.  
 
ë  ëë  
cër bright star, morning star tëër chicken 
mël oath, promise bëël sorghum, dura 
jëp axe lëëth begging 
lëk word, speaking rëët razor 
cëk wife mëëk kindness 
 
The following words have the vowel ɛ or ɛɛ.  
 
ɛ ɛɛ 
kɛth bile, gall, rusting gɛɛth brightness 
pɛn towns (pl) thɛɛm trying, testing 
nɛp burn something pɛɛn fall 
kɛŋ groan (with pain)   
 
The following words have the vowel ɛ  or ɛ ɛ  .  
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ɛ   ɛ  ɛ    
cɛ t colour (general) kɛ ɛ  t falcon, hawk 
dɛ r centre, middle wɛ ɛ  r night 
kɛ r net for fishing wɛ ɛ  r dung 
ɣɛ m thigh gɛ ɛ  m midwife 
wɛ th buttock mɛ ɛ  th friend 
cɛ l fish type wɛ ɛ  l herbs, medicine, drugs 
cɛ ŋ day nɛ ɛ  r maternal uncle 
 
The following words have the vowel i or ii.   
 
i  ii  
cil rhino tiil rings, irons (pl) 
dit bird diit birds (pl) 
l ŋ hear something r  ŋ run something 
min wink something niin sleep something 
bir spear something ciir discuss something 
bil lick something ciil slice something 
r ŋ run l  ŋ listen 
 
The following words have the vowel ï or ïï.   
 
ï  ïï  
tïk chin tïït mahogany tree 
jïc leaf, ear lïïm messenger 
tïc feast rïïŋ meat 
dïr bump (in ground) thïïn breast 
rïc straighten, stretch something pïïk push something 
 
The following words have the vowel o or oo.   
 
o  oo  
ɣ ŋ opening, hole g  ŋ hospitality for guests 
kom bark (of tree), shell (of groundut)    ŋ wedding 
lol valley door peace 
gok quiver, bag of arrows rook molar tooth 
 
The following words have the vowel ö or öö.   
 
ö  öö  
dör tribe böör full moon 
kök migration dhöök leopard skin 
böm hump (of cow) lööŋ rule 
böl flame lööŋ tool of witchdoctor 
kör fighting, arguing cöör blindness 
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The following words have the vowel ɔ or ɔɔ.   
 
ɔ  ɔɔ  
dɔm catch something (in air) cɔɔl call, invite someone 
lɔc choose something ɣɔɔc buy something 
nɔŋ take away something ɣɔɔl cough something 
lɔk winnow something jɔɔk begin something 
kɔk pay something kɔɔc sew something 
lɔr be empty gɔɔl be new 
dɔŋ be old nɔɔŋ take away 
kɔm stool, chair jɔɔm wind 
ɣɔr swamp area kɔɔr forearm 
 
The following words have the vowel ɔ  or ɔ ɔ .   
 
ɔ   ɔ ɔ   
kɔ r spread something out kɔ ɔ m beat, thresh something 
ŋɔ ŋ be poor ɣɔ ɔ l hit, strike 
 
The following words have the vowel u or uu.   
 
u  uu  
dut grass tuut bull 
tur dust duur eloping 
rum club, stick luum gossiper 
luth mud fish muuth darkness 
 
Exercise 8 
 
Carefully read and say the test words between the lines below.  The bold vowel in the middle 
of each test word may or may not be written correctly.  Test the sound of the bold vowel by 
comparing it with the vowel sound in the words on the left and right.  If the sound for the bold 
vowel is the same as in the word on the left, write the word correctly with that vowel.  If the 
sound for the bold vowel is the same as in the word on the right, write the word correctly with 
that vowel.  The first one has been done as an example. 
 
  Test Word   Write correctly 
  ŋ elder ɣar plank of wood kaak field ɣaar 
  ŋ elder nyal girl, daughter kaak field _____________________ 
  ŋ elder ŋaak pus kaak field _____________________ 
ŋät oil määth drink ŋääth illness _____________________ 
ŋät oil räl muscle ŋääth illness _____________________ 
ŋät oil ŋär bean ŋääth illness _____________________ 
ŋät oil gäk wing ŋääth illness _____________________ 
jeth scorpion reel fox yeeth money _____________________ 



- 30 - 

jeth scorpion teeŋ music, beating yeeth money _____________________ 
jeth scorpion ceer morning star yeeth money _____________________ 
jëp axe lëk word, speaking tëër chicken _____________________ 
jëp axe rët razor tëër chicken _____________________ 
kɛth rusting pɛɛn fall gɛɛr fence _____________________ 
kɛth rusting thɛɛm trying, testing gɛɛr fence _____________________ 
kɛth rusting pɛɛn towns (pl) gɛɛr fence _____________________ 
kɛth rusting nɛp burn something gɛɛr fence _____________________ 
ɣɛ m thigh cɛ l fish type mɛ ɛ  th friend _____________________ 
ɣɛ m thigh gɛ m midwife mɛ ɛ  th friend _____________________ 
ɣɛ m thigh cɛ ɛ  ŋ day mɛ ɛ  th friend _____________________ 
lip tongue liiŋ hear something diit birds _____________________ 
lip tongue ciir discuss something diit birds _____________________ 
lip tongue cil slice something diit birds _____________________ 
lip tongue riŋ run diit birds _____________________ 
jïc ear dïïr bump (in ground) rïïŋ meat _____________________ 
jïc ear tïït mahogany tree rïïŋ meat _____________________ 
jïc ear tïïk chin rïïŋ meat _____________________ 
jïc ear lïïm messenger rïïŋ meat _____________________ 
doth virgin ɣoŋ opening, hole    ŋ wedding _____________________ 
doth virgin rok molar tooth    ŋ wedding _____________________ 
doth virgin kom bark, shell    ŋ wedding _____________________ 
doth virgin dor peace    ŋ wedding _____________________ 
jök dog böör full moon dhöök skin _____________________ 
jök dog löŋ rule dhöök skin _____________________ 
jök dog böm hump (of cow) dhöök skin _____________________ 
jök dog köör fighting, arguing dhöök skin _____________________ 
ɣɔr swamp kɔɔm stool, chair kɔɔr forearm _____________________ 
ɣɔr swamp lɔr be empty kɔɔr forearm _____________________ 
ɣɔr swamp gɔl be new kɔɔr forearm _____________________ 
ŋɔ p fig kɔ ɔ m beat, thresh something thɔ ɔ l snakes (pl) _____________________ 
ŋɔ p fig ŋɔ ɔ ŋ be poor thɔ ɔ l snakes (pl) _____________________ 
dut grass dur eloping muuth darkness _____________________ 
dut grass tur dust muuth darkness _____________________ 
dut grass tuut bull muuth darkness _____________________ 
dut grass luuth mud fish muuth darkness _____________________ 
 
 

Vowels i, ï and u before and after other vowels 
 
The vowels i, ï and u often come before or after other vowels.  In the following chart, all 
possible ways that i, ï is with other vowels are shown.  Read each word carefully and listen to 
the sound of the vowels together. All vowels in the same syllable are breathy, or all vowels in 
the same syllable are non-breathy.  
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Short vowels Long vowels 
 i, ï before  i, ï after  i, ï before  i, ï after 
ia dhiac bruise ai pai month iaa nhiaal god aai taai open place 
ïä pïär cloud äï käï first born ïää dïääth old cloth ääï gääï surprise 
ie ruei saliva ei nei persons iee cieen last word eei yieei spirit 
ïë rïëc rat ëï dëï hammer ïëë lïëëp tongues ëëï rïëëï rats 
iɛ nhiɛm charcoal ɛi tɛi stick iɛɛ miɛɛth root ɛɛi —-  
ïɛ   thïɛ ŋ antelope ɛ ï wɛ ï camp ïɛ ɛ   dïɛ ɛ  t elder ɛ ɛ  ï gɛ ɛ  ï surprise s.m. 
io riop claw oi loi choice ioo —-  ooi —-  
ïö rïöp claws öï löï umb. cord ïöö thïööl fats ööï ɣööï hip 
iɔ thiɔl fat ɔi ɣɔi buy iɔɔ —-  ɔɔi yɔɔi run 
ïɔ  tïɔ  those ɔ ï ruɔ ï maggot ïɔ ɔ  lïɔ ɔ k earthworm ɔ ɔ ï luɔ ɔ ï work 
 
In the following chart, all possible ways that u is with other vowels are shown.  Read each 
word carefully and listen to the sound of the vowels together. 
 
Short vowels Long vowels 
 u before  u after  u before  u after 
ua kuac leopard au dau heifer uaa ruaal incest aau baau cracks 
uä ruä in-law äu näu sour milk uää guäär my father ääu kääu hole 
ue ruei saliva eu teu life uee rueet pregnancy eeu keeu be drunk 
uë cuër thief ëu kuëu roach uëë kuëër paddle ëëu —-  
uɛ kuɛl star ɛu kɛu cackle uɛɛ kuɛɛm break out ɛɛu —-  
uɛ  ŋuɛ k neck ɛ u yïɛ u spell uɛ ɛ   nuɛ ɛ  r body ɛ ɛ  u lɛ  ɛ  u ferment s.m. 
ui cuic hoofs iu —-  uii cuii soup iiu —-  
uï yuïc head ïu —-  uïï yuïïr venom ïïu —-  
uo luok mouse ou jou chest uoo thuoom harp oou roou sadness 
uö böu herd öu —-  uöö kööu bribes ööu —-  
uɔ ruɔk kidney ɔu rɔu hippo uɔɔ muɔɔŋ conversation ɔɔu jɔɔu gods 
uɔ  puɔ ny body ɔ u cɔ u termite uɔ ɔ  thuɔ ɔ m spirit ɔ ɔ u puɔ ɔ u air pump 
 
Other words with vowels ia, ai, iaa, aai are shown below. Read each word carefully and listen 
to the sound of the vowels. 
 
ia  iaa  
dhiac bruise nhiaal god 
nhiam front (of something) tiaar flours, doughs (pl) 
nhian testicle   
tiar flour, asida dough   
bia light   
    
ai  aai  
pai month, moon taai open place, clearing 
yai joy, rejoicing   
wai vulture   
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kuai descendant, seed   
ruai speech, discourse   
 
Words with vowels ïä, äï, ïää, ääï are shown below. 
 
ïä  ïää  
pïär scar, cloud dïääth rag, old cloth 
pïäl insult pïääl insults (pl) 
thïäk neighbour mïääl knees (pl) 
bïäth pumpkin thïääu neighbours (pl) 
lïä death   
    
äï  ääï  
käï first born child gääï surprise 
    
 
Words with vowels ie, ei, iee, eei are shown below. 
 
ie  iee  
ruei saliva cieen last word of dying person 
guei giraffes (pl) cieeth winnowing 
dhiei bruises (pl) nhieer love 
  thieec request 
  thieei stick, club of ebony 
  yieei spirit, breath 
    
ei  eei  
nei bodies, persons (pl) thieei stick, club of ebony 
kuei leopards (pl) yieei spirit, breath 
 
Words with vowels ïë, ëï, ïëë, ëëï are shown below. 
 
ïë  ïëë  
rïëc rat lïëëp tongues (pl) 
nhïër turtle rïëëï rats (pl) 
yïëï life, soul, spirit   
    
ëï  ëëï  
dëï hammer rïëëï rats (pl) 
lëï tooth   
yïëï life, soul, spirit   
 
Words with vowels iɛ, ɛi, iɛɛ are shown below. 
 
iɛ  iɛɛ  
nhiɛm charcoal jiɛɛr shoulder blade 
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tiɛl ring, iron miɛɛth root 
yiɛt finger, toe ciɛɛŋ tradition, custom 
liɛt sand riɛɛm blood 
piɛth growth, growing ciɛɛl earwax 
  tiɛɛr clitoris 
    
ɛi    
tɛi stick   
bɛi pain   
kɛi vision   
 
Words with vowels ïɛ  , ɛ  ï, ïɛ  ɛ  , ɛ  ɛ  ï are shown below. 
 
ïɛ    ïɛ  ɛ    
thïɛ ŋ antelope, gazelle dïɛ ɛ  t elder, something big, important 
nhïɛ m fur, hair jïɛ  ɛ  t decoration 
mïɛ th crop, resource, food yïɛ ɛ  r paint 
yïɛ l forest dïɛ ɛ  r pig 
tïɛ  t traditional religion, magician nïɛ ɛ  n day 
yïɛ u spell, curse cïɛ ɛ  n intestine 
nïɛ u co-wife cïɛ ɛ  ŋ home, land 
rïɛ  ï canoe, boat nyïɛ ɛ  l python 
    
ɛ  ï  ɛ  ɛ  ï  
wɛ ï clan name, cattle camp gɛ ɛ  ï surprise someone 
mɛ ï dry season, winter   
mɛ ï labor pains   
lɛ  ï animal   
juɛ ï fever   
rïɛ  ï canoe, boat   
 
Words with vowels io, oi are shown below. 
 
io  
riop claw, fingernail 
l  ŋ pot hole, sloping ground 
  
oi  
loi choice 
boi fears (pl) 
 
Words with vowels ïö, öï, ïöö, ööï are shown below. 
 
ïö  ïöö  
rïöp claws, fingernails (pl) cïööu footprint, sole, leg 
jïöu dogs (pl) thïööl fats (pl) 
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öï  ööï  
löï umbilical cord ɣööï hip 
  bööï fear 
 
Words with vowels iɔ, ɔi, ɔɔi are shown below. 
 
iɔ    
thiɔl fat   
    
ɔi  ɔɔi  
ɣɔi buy lɔɔi choose 
  yɔɔi run 
 
Words with vowels ïɔ , ɔ ï, ïɔ ɔ , ɔ ɔ ï are shown below. 
 
ïɔ   ïɔ ɔ   
tïɔ  those (near hearer) lïɔ ɔ k earthworm 
    
ɔ ï  ɔ ɔ ï  
ruɔ ï maggot, worm in meat luɔ ɔ ï work 
 
Words with vowels ua, au, uaa, aau are shown below. 
 
ua  uaa  
ruath steer, young male cow ruaal incest 
duar hunting yuaal wisker (of cat, dog) 
tu ŋ wailing, ululating tuaany sickness 
gu ŋ swelling   
rual herd, group (rats, buffalos)   
dual veil   
lual weaver bird   
kuac leopard   
kuai descendant, seed   
ruai speech, discourse   
    
au  aau  
dau heifer, young female cow baau cracks (pl) 
kau bride   
 
Words with vowels uä, äu, uää, ääu are shown below. 
 
uä  uää  
ruä in-law, brother-in-law guäär my father 
kuäth bone marrow   
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äu  ääu  
näu sour milk lääu dreams, prophesies (pl) 
däu rivers (pl) kääu pit, hole 
  thïääu neighbours (pl) 
 
Words with vowels ue, eu, uee, eeu are shown below. 
 
ue  uee  
ruei saliva rueet pregnancy 
  kueeth cockroaches (pl) 
    
eu  eeu  
teu life keeu be drunk 
theu menstrual period   
 
Words with vowels uë, ëu, uëë are shown below. 
 
uë  uëë  
cuër thief kuëër paddle, oar 
kuël amulet, charm, fetish cuëër thieves (pl) 
guëc giraffe   
kuëu cockroach   
    
ëu    
kuëu cockroach   
 
Words with vowels uɛ, ɛu, uɛɛ are shown below. 
 
uɛ  uɛɛ  
kuɛl star kuɛɛm break out 
cuɛc hoof   
tuɛŋ knot, dart spot in wood   
    
ɛu    
kɛu cackle (like chicken)   
 
Words with vowels uɛ , ɛ  u, uɛ ɛ  , ɛ  ɛ  u are shown below. 
 
uɛ   uɛ ɛ    
tuɛ k harvest season duɛ ɛ  ny paralyzed person 
ŋuɛ k neck nuɛ ɛ  r body, corpse, person 
cuɛ ny liver   
ruɛ th chief, lord   
juɛ k cow udder, hernia   
juɛ l tail   
kuɛ n food   
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juɛ ï fever   
    
ɛ  u  ɛ  ɛ  u  
yïɛ u spell, curse lɛ ɛ  u ferment something 
nyïɛ u co-wife gɛ ɛ  u make someone late 
 
Words with vowels ui, uii are shown below. 
 
ui  uii  
cuic hoofs (pl) cuii soup 
rui maggots, worms (pl)   
lui works (pl)   
 
Words with vowels uï, uïï are shown below. 
 
uï  uïï  
yuïc head yuïïr venom, posion of snake 
 
Words with vowels uo, ou, uoo, oou are shown below. 
 
uo  uoo  
luok mouse thuoom harp instrument 
 u ŋ mortar, pounding pot   
kuoth rain   
thuok mouth, language, message   
tuol smoke   
    
ou  oou  
jou chest roou dissapointment 
cou bridegroom, husband   
 
Words with vowels öu, ööu are shown below. 
 
öu  ööu  
böu herd (of cows) kööu bribes (pl) 
löu rejected person cïööu footprint, sole, leg 
yöu monies (pl)   
 
Words with vowels uɔ, ɔu, uɔɔ, ɔɔu are shown below. 
 
uɔ  uɔɔ  
ruɔk kidney muɔɔŋ conversation 
tuɔr flower duɔɔl folding (cloth) 
buɔc abdomen, outer stomach   
guɔŋ guinea fowl   
buɔl hare, rabbit   
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tuɔŋ egg   
buɔc coward   
cuɔu urine   
    
ɔu  ɔɔu  
rɔu hippo jɔɔu gods (pl) 
lɔu bamboo   
cuɔu urine   
 
Words with vowels uɔ , ɔ u, uɔ ɔ , ɔ ɔ u are shown below. 
 
uɔ   uɔ ɔ   
puɔ ny body thuɔ ɔ m ghost, spirit 
guɔ p skin luɔ ɔ u abscess, infection on skin 
luɔ th fetus, clotted blood tuɔ ɔ l initiation (of girl) 
muɔ k mole, small animal luɔ ɔ ï work 
puɔ th dowry, marriage thuɔ ɔ ny wood, tree trunk 
muɔ l knee luɔ ɔ r reception 
nyuɔ m seseme paste cuɔ ɔ t stump 
cuɔ t splinter. sliver ruɔ ɔ n year 
ŋuɔ l crowd nyuɔ ɔ th point (of something) 
buɔ t wound, sore buɔ ɔ m strength, force 
ruɔ ï maggot, worm in meat guɔ ɔ r elephant 
thuɔ u end (of something) ŋuɔ ɔ r ankle 
  puɔ ɔ u bellow, air pump for fire 
  tuɔ ɔ u playing (of child) 
    
ɔ u  ɔ ɔ u  
cɔ u termite, white ant puɔ ɔ u bellow, air pump for fire 
thuɔ u end (of something) tuɔ ɔ u playing (of child) 
 
We have the following spelling rule for breathy vowels together in the same syllable. 
 
Spelling rule 2: All vowels in the same syllable (beat) are breathy, or all vowels in the same 
syllable are non-breathy. Breathy and non-breathy vowels are never mixed in the same syllable. 
However, u is never breathy, and can be in the same syllable with breathy vowels or in the 
same syllable with non-breathy vowels. 
 
Non-breathy Breathy 
pai month, moon pïär scar, cloud 
nhieer love rïëëï rats (pl) 
nhiɛm charcoal thïɛ ŋ antelope, gazelle 
riop claw, fingernail rïöp claws, fingernails (pl) 
thiɔl fat tïɔ  those (near hearer) 
dual veil kuäth bone marrow 
ruei saliva cuër thief 
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kuɛl star tuɛ k harvest season 
cuii soup yuïïr venom, posion of snake 
luok mouse böu herd (of cows) 
ruɔk kidney puɔ ny body 
 
Exercise 9 
 
Carefully read and say each test word below.  The vowels may or may not be written correctly.  
To know the correct vowels, compare the vowel sounds of the words below with those in the 
lists above. Write the word correctly in the space given.  The first one is done as an example. 
 
Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 
tiaar flour tiar guëi giraffes (pl) _____________________ 
bïäth pumpkin _____________________ yiëi life, spirit _____________________ 
dïäth rag, old cloth _____________________ riëëï rats (pl) _____________________ 
yieei spirit, breath _____________________ yiɛɛt finger, toe _____________________ 
kai first born _____________________ riɛɛm blood _____________________ 
taai open place _____________________ bɛi pain _____________________ 
nïɛ u co-wife _____________________ nïɛ n day _____________________ 
lɛ  ɛ  ï animal _____________________ l   ŋ pot hole _____________________ 
boi fears (pl) _____________________ jïöü dogs (pl) _____________________ 
yööi hip _____________________ thiɔl fat _____________________ 
yɔɔi run _____________________ lïɔ ɔ k earthworm _____________________ 
ruɔi maggot _____________________ guäŋ swelling _____________________ 
käu bride _____________________ tuaany sickness _____________________ 
kuäth bone marrow _____________________ teu life _____________________ 
lääü dreams (pl) _____________________ kueeth cockroaches (pl) _____________________ 
cuëër thieves (pl) _____________________ kueu cockroach _____________________ 
kuɛl star _____________________ cuɛ ny liver _____________________ 
nyiɛ ü co-wife _____________________ duɛ ny lame person _____________________ 
cuic hoofs (pl) _____________________ cuii soup _____________________ 
yuic head _____________________ yuïïr snake venom _____________________ 
tuol smoke _____________________ coou  husband _____________________ 
thuoom harp _____________________ yöu monies (pl) _____________________ 
ciööu footprint _____________________ tuɔr flower _____________________ 
jɔ ɔ u gods (pl) _____________________ ruɔ n year _____________________ 
thuɔ u end _____________________ ŋuɔ l crowd _____________________ 
 
 

Vowels i, ï and u at the end of words 
 
The consonants w, y can be at the beginning and middle of words, but never at the end of 
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words. 
 
 Word beginning Word middle Word end 
W w wɛ ɛ  r night pewɛɛr famine —-  
 w ŋ eye aw ŋ tobacco   
Y y yïɛ l forest ayak lion —-  
 yuïc head ayääŋ wrestling   
 
Instead the vowels u, i, ï are at the end of words. 
 
 Word end 
U u jou chest 
 kääu pit, hole 
I i tɛi stick 
 taai open place, clearing 
Ï ï lɛ  ï animal 
 ɣööï hip 
 
So, we have the following spelling rule for these consonants and vowels at the end of words. 
 
Spelling Rule 3a:  At the end of words, write u and i, ï instead of y and w. 
 
Correct Wrong  
kau kaw bride 
bɛi bɛy pain 
dëï dëy hammer 
 
Sometimes the letter –ë is added to the end of a noun to make a plural noun. The singular noun 
böu ‘h r ’ b c m s plur l wh   th  l tt r –ë is added, as in böwë ‘l zy p rs  s’. At the end of 
the noun böu ‘h r ’, w  wr t  th  v w l u instead of the consonant w. There is only one 
syllable (beat) in the singular noun böu ‘h r ’, but th r   r  tw  syll bl s    th  plur l   u  
böwë ‘l zy p rs  s’. In böwë, the vowels ö and ë are in two separate syllables (beats). We need 
the consonant w to separate these two vowels in the separate syllables. So in the plural noun 
böwë ‘l zy p rs  s’, we write w instead of u.  When the plural letter –ë is added to nouns 
ending in i or ï, we write the letter y instead of i or ï. 
 
 Singular noun  Plural noun 
u böu herd w böwë herds 
 cɔ u termite  cɔ wë termites 
 agau grass  agawë grasses 
 puɔ ɔ u air pump  puɔ ɔ wë air pumps 
 raaljioou rainbow  raaljioowë rainbows 
i yai joy y yayë joys 
 taai open place  taayë open places 
ï juɛ ï fever y juääyë fevers 
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 acëcuïï whip  acëcuɛɛyë whips 
 
Sometimes the letter –ë is added to the end of a noun to show it possesses or has a close 
relationship with the noun before it. The noun thuɔ u ‘    ( f s m th  g)’ h s h s th  l tt r –ë 
when it possesses another noun, as in wään thuwë ‘pl c   f    ’. At the end of the common 
noun thuɔ u ‘   ’, w  wr t  th  v w l u instead of the consonant w. But in wään thuwë ‘pl c   f 
   ’ the vowels u and ë are in two separate syllables (beats). We need the consonant w to 
separate these two vowels in the separate syllables. So in the possessor noun thuwë ‘l zy 
p rs  s’, w  wr t  w instead of u.  When the plural letter –ë is added to possessor nouns ending 
in i or ï, we write the letter y instead of i or ï. 
 
 Common noun  Noun possessing another noun 
u thuɔ u end (of something) w wään thuwë place of end 
i tɛi stick y wään teyë place of stick 
 yai joy  wään yayë place of joy 
 taai clearing  wään tayë place of clearing 
ï käï first born child y wään kɛ yë place of first born child 
 bööï fear  wään bööyë place of fear 
 gääï surprise  wään gɛ ɛ  yë place of surprise 
 luɔ ɔ ï work  wään luuyë place of work 
 ruɔ ï maggot  wään ruyë place of maggot 
 
We have the following spelling rule for the vowel u, i, ï when the letter –ë is added. 
 
Spelling Rule 1b:  In-between vowels in two different syllables (beats), write y and w instead of 
i and u. 
 
Correct Wrong     Correct Wrong  
cɔ u cɔ w termite    thuɔ u thuɔ w end (of something) 
cɔ wë cɔuë termites    wään thuwë wään thuuë place of end 
yai yay joy    tɛi tɛy stick 
yayë yaië joys    wään teyë wään teië place of stick 
juɛ ï juɛ y fever    käï käy first born child 
juääyë juääïë fevers    wään kɛ yë wään kɛ ïë place of first born child 
 
Exercise 10 
 
Carefully read and say each test word below.  The bold letter in each test word may or may not 
be written correctly.  Write the word correctly in the space given.  The first one is done as an 
example. 
 
Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 
aiak lion ayak bɛy pain _____________________ 
wään bööyë place of fear _____________________ puɔ ɔ uë air pumps _____________________ 
tew life _____________________ yɔɔi run _____________________ 
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au ŋ tobacco _____________________ löy umbilical cord _____________________ 
yöu monies (pl) _____________________ acëcuɛɛyë whips _____________________ 
rïɛ  ï canoe, boat _____________________ wään thuwë place of end _____________________ 
agauë grasses _____________________ lɛ  ï animal _____________________ 
wään luuië place of work _____________________ taayë open places _____________________ 
baau cracks (pl) _____________________ wään yaië place of joy _____________________ 
 
 

Tone 
 
Some words sound the same except for tone.  We now learn about these words. 
 
Tone is how High or Low the sound of the syllable is, or how the sound rises or falls.  The 
noun rel ‘f x’ has High tone and rel ‘t rm t  m u  ’ has Low tone. Do you hear this difference?  
 
Below are other words that differ only by tone. There are only a few nouns that differ only by 
tone. A noun is a person, animal, place, thing, or idea.  
 
Singular nouns (H = High, L = Low, HL = High-Low) 
H rel fox n L rel termite mound n 
H tïk chin n L tïk cloudy day n 
H wɛ ɛ  r night n L wɛ ɛ  r dung n 
H maar relative by blood n HL maar my mother n.pos 
 
There are many nouns that differ from verbs only by tone. A verb is an action, movement, 
change, or state. Verbs sometimes have an object—a receiver of the action. Verbs that have an 
object are called transitive verbs (v.tr). Verbs that do not have an object are called intransitive 
verbs (v.in). Verb that do not have a different form when they have or do not have an object 
are just called verbs (v). 
 
transitive verb (1) Nuɛ ɛ  r göör be dɔ /yɛ bak. Person wants to cut open a thing/him. 
intransitive verb (2) Nuɛ ɛ  r göör be bak. Person wants to cut open. 
 
The verbs below can take the place of bak ‘cut  p  ’      th r (1)  r (2)  b v . 
 
Nouns and verbs ((H = High, L = Low, dH = downstepped High, which sounds like Mid) 
H bak crack  n L bak cut open v 
H daap laziness n L daap bear, give birth to v.tr 
H gääï surprise n dH gääï surprise v.in 
H jïɛ ɛ  t decoration n dH jïɛ ɛ  t mark (ground) v.in 
H käï first born child n dH käï mentrate, be weak v.in 
H ŋääth hope n dH ŋääth hope v.in 
H t  ŋ music, beating of drum n dH t  ŋ play, knock v.in 
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H weer blessing n dH weer bless, praise v.in 
L c ŋ strap n H c ŋ wear v 
L mut spear type n H mut pierce v 
L bul drum, dance n H bul roast s.m. v.tr 
L door peace n H door mediate, intercede for s.m. v.tr 
L gɔl brye, corral, pen n H gɔl renew s.m. v.tr 
L jak pelican bird n H jak feel s.m. v.tr 
L lök belly button n H lök reject, refuse s.m. v.tr 
L lɔc heart n H lɔc choose s.m. v.tr 
L mɛ ɛ  th friend, friendship n H mɛ ɛ  th greet s.m. v.tr 
L rek pen (of cows) n H rek join s.m. v.tr 
L ruɔk kidney n H ruɔk dress s.m. v.tr 
L teu life n H teu live v.in 
L theu menstrual period n H theu respect, avoid v.in 
L thɛɛm trying, testing n H thɛɛm try, test, measure v.in 
L bɛi pain n H bɛi have pain v.in 
L buɔ ɔ m strength, force n H buɔ ɔ m be strong v.in 
L dap birth, lazy person n H dap give birth v.in 
L löu rejected, refused person n H löu reject, refuse v.in 
L lɔu bamboo n H lɔu winnow, thrown in air v.in 
L ŋääth illness, disease n dH ŋääth hope v.in 
L jääl trip, journey n dH jääl walk v.in 
L guɔ ɔ r elephant n dH guɔ ɔ r follow v.in 
L rïc beam, rafter n dH rïc straighten, stretch s.m. v.tr 
L    ŋ wedding n dH    ŋ take, bring s.m. v.tr 
 
There are two nouns that differ from numbers only by tone. A number tells how many of a 
noun there is. 
 
Nouns and numbers 
L rou thirst n H rou two num 
L wɛ ɛ  l herb, medicine, drub n H wɛ ɛ  l ten num 
 
There are four nouns that differ in singular and plural form only by tone. 
 
Singular and plural nouns 

 Singular   Plural  
L wɛ th buttock H wɛ th buttocks 
L lɛ ï animal H lɛ ï animals 
L kuai seed, descendant H kuai seeds, descendants 
H cou husband, bridegroom L cou husbands, bridegrooms 
 
There are a few pronouns that differ only by tone. A pronoun takes the place of a noun. 
 
Subject pronoun (3) Ayak juii nuɛ ɛ  r  Lion is seeing person  
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     ku juii kɔ nuɛ ɛ  r.      and we (not you) are seeing person. 
Object pronoun (4) Ayak juii kɔ. Lion is seeing us (not you). 
Prepositional pronoun (5) Ku r  m w ŋ  ɛ ke kɛ. And his eyes meet with them. 
Possessor pronoun (6) Ayak juii ciɛŋ kɛ. Lion is seeing his homes. 
 
The pronouns below can take the place of one of the underlined pronouns in (3-6) above. 
 
Pronouns 
H kɔ we (not you) (subject) pron L kɔ us (not you) (object) pron 
H kɔn we (and you) (subject) pron L kɔn us (and you ) (object) pron 
H ye you (pl) (subject) pron L ye you (pl) (object) pron 
H kɛ (with) them pron L kɛ his, her (plural noun) pron 
H yɛ (with) him, her pron L yɛ (s)he (subject) pron 
H yï (with) you (sg) pron L yï you (sg) (subject) pron 
 
There are a few other words that differ only by tone. 
 
Other words 
H kë my (plural noun) pron L kë to prep 
L bör white adj H bör singe, burn s.m. v.tr 
H thaar under, below prep dH thaar float v.in 
 
There are also many transitive and intransitive verbs that differ only by tone. 
 
transitive verb (7) Nuɛ ɛ  r göör be dɔ /yɛ bak. Person wants to cut open a thing/him. 
intransitive verb (8) Nuɛ ɛ  r göör be bak. Person wants to cut open. 
 
The verbs below can take the place of bak ‘cut  p  ’      th r (7)  r (8)  b v . 
 
Transitive and intransitive verbs 
H bath loose s.m. v.tr dH bath loose v.in 
H baath push over s.m. v.tr dH baath push over v.in 
H cith spit s.m. v.tr dH cith spit v.in 
H cuuth impale s.m. v.tr dH cuuth impale v.in 
H dak make s.m. tired v.tr dH dak be tired v.in 
H döth uproot, wean s.m. v.tr dH döth uproot, wean v.in 
H dhool pass, cross s.m. v.tr dH dhool cut v.in 
H gɔp snatch, seize s.m. v.tr dH gɔp snatch, seize v.in 
H j  ŋ skin s.m.  v.tr dH j  ŋ skin v.in 
H juɔɔc chase s.m. v.tr dH juɔɔc chase v.in 
H këër awaken s.m. v.tr dH këër be awake v.in 
H lak wash s.m. v.tr dH lak dream v.in 
H lam curse s.m. v.tr dH lam curse v.in 
H laac defecate s.m. v.tr dH laac defecate v.in 
H lääk feed s.m. v.tr dH lääk insult v.in 
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H lääu feed v.in dH lääu ferment v.in 
H leec thank s.m. v.tr dH leec thank v.in 
H lëëth beg s.m. v.tr dH lëëth beg v.in 
H nep light, ignite s.m. v.tr dH nep light, ignite v.in 
H nɛp burn s.m. v.tr dH nɛp burn v.in 
H noop send s.m. v.tr dH noop send v.in 
H päär make s.m. like v.tr dH päär be like v.in 
H reet tear s.m. v.tr dH reet tear v.in 
H tet dig s.m. v.tr dH tet dig v.in 
H t  ŋ play, knock on s.m. v.tr dH t  ŋ play, knock v.in 
H teer argue, fight s.m. v.tr dH teer argue fight v.in 
H teet withdraw s.m. v.tr dH teet withdraw v.in 
H thöt pull s.m. v.tr dH thöt pull v.in 
H weer bless, praise s.m. v.tr dH weer bless, praise v.in 
H yaak plunder s.m. v.tr dH yaak plunder v.in 
H gum heap, pile s.m. v.tr L gum endure v.in 
H keeu make s.m. drunk v.tr L keeu be dtrunk v.in 
H cɔɔl call, invite s.m. v.tr L cɔɔl announce v.in 
H rɛ th arrive to, reach s.m. v.tr L rɛ th arrive, reach v.in 
L ŋ k carry s.m. (in bag) v.tr dH ŋak carry v.in 
 
Some verbs that show opposite direction only differ by tone. The verb lööm ‘br  g  g’    (9) 
has Low tone, and the verb lööm ‘t k  g’    (10) h s H gh t   . 
 
Towards L (9) Nuɛ ɛ  r lööm gat. Person is bringing child. 
Away H (10) Nuɛ ɛ  r lööm gat. Person is taking child. 
 
In writing, it is important to show the difference in meaning made by tone. So far, there has not 
been agreement on how to show the difference made by tone. Below are some of the ways that 
tone could be shown in writing. The Reel community should choose the best option. Options 1-
3 have breathy marks above vowels (like ä). Opt   s  -  h v  br  thy m rks b l w th  v w ls 
(l k    ).  
 
 Low High Breathy Low High High downst. 

-High 
High High-Low 

Option 1    ꞌ  a ä lɛ   ï ꞌlɛ  ï ꞌdöth ꞌ    th ꞌmaar ꞌm   r 
Option 2    ꞌa ä lɛ   ï lꞌɛ  ï  ꞌöth     ꞌth mꞌ  r mꞌ   r 
Option 3    ạ ä lɛ   ï lɛ   ï d  th     ṭh mạar mạ  r 
Option 4 à á    lɛ      lɛ          th     th máar máàr 
Option 5 à á ạ lɛ  ị lɛ   ị d  th d  th máar máàr 
Option 6        lɛ      lɛ          th     th máar máàr 
    animal animals uproot  

s.m. 
uproot blood  

relative 
my  
mother 
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Spelling Rules Reviewed 
 
In this book, we have learned three spelling rules that help reading and writing.  We now 
review these rules.  There are examples after each rule.  The page number is shown where the 
rule is further explained.   
 
Spelling Rule 1a (page 13):  At the end of words, write p, th, t, c, k instead of b, dh, d, j, g. 
 
 Correct Wrong  
p lip lib tongue 
th wɛ th wɛ dh buttock 
t teet teed hand 
c baac baaj calf (of leg) 
k rook roog molar tooth 
 
Spelling Rule 1b (page 14):  When the suffix –ë is added to the end of words, write p, th, t, c, k 
instead of b, dh, d, j, g. 
 
 Correct  Correct Wrong  
p dap lazy person dapë dabë lazy persons 
th mɛ ɛ  th friend mɛ ɛ  thë mɛ ɛ  dhë friends 
t rëët razor rëëtë rëëdë razors 
c rïc rafter rïïcë rïïjë rafters 
k dhöök leopard skin dhöökë dhöögë leopard skins 
 
 Correct  Correct Wrong  
p täp pot hole wään tɛ pë wään tɛ bë place of pot hole 
th puɔ th marriage wään puthë wään pudhë place of marriage 
t yiɛt finger wään yitë wään yidë place of finger 
c thieec request wään thïëëcë wään thïëëjë place of request 
k kaak field wään kaakë wään kaagë place of field 
 
Spelling Rule 1c (page 15):  p, th, t, c, k and b, dh, d, j, g can all be at the beginning of words 
and between vowels in other positions of words. 
 
 Correct  Correct  
p, b pan swamp area ban bedbug 
th, dh thöl wall dhöök leopard skin 
t, d tap tobacco dap lazy person 
c, j cou husband jou chest 
k, g kaak field, garden gaak jaw 
 
 Correct  Correct  
p, b apaal knife abaar orphan 
th, dh athak pot adhaar pot 
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t, d atak something twisted ad ŋ gun, bow 
c, j acaar fish ajaar basin 
k, g akäl calf agäk game 
 
Spelling rule 2 (page 37): All vowels in the same syllable (beat) are breathy, or all vowels in 
the same syllable are non-breathy. Breathy and non-breathy vowels are never mixed in the 
same syllable. However, u is never breathy, and can be in the same syllable with breathy 
vowels or in the same syllable with non-breathy vowels. 
 
Non-breathy Breathy 
pai month, moon pïär scar, cloud 
nhieer love rïëëï rats (pl) 
nhiɛm charcoal thïɛ ŋ antelope, gazelle 
riop claw, fingernail rïöp claws, fingernails (pl) 
thiɔl fat tïɔ  those (near hearer) 
dual veil kuäth bone marrow 
ruei saliva cuër thief 
kuɛl star tuɛ k harvest season 
cuii soup yuïïr venom, posion of snake 
luok mouse böu herd (of cows) 
ruɔk kidney puɔ ny body 
 
Spelling Rule 3a (page 29):  At the end of words, write u and i, ï instead of y and w. 
 
Correct Wrong  
kau kaw bride 
bɛi bɛy pain 
dëï dëy hammer 
 
Spelling Rule 1b (page 40):  In-between vowels in two different syllables (beats), write y and w 
instead of i and u. 
 
Correct Wrong     Correct Wrong  
cɔ u cɔ w termite    thuɔ u thuɔ w end (of something) 
cɔ wë cɔuë termites    wään thuwë wään thuuë place of end 
yai yay joy    tɛi tɛy stick 
yayë yaië joys    wään teyë wään teië place of stick 
juɛ ï juɛ y fever    käï käy first born child 
juääyë juääïë fevers    wään kɛ yë wään kɛ ïë place of first born child 
 
Exercise 11 
 
Carefully read and say each test word below.  The bold letter in each test word may or may not 
be written correctly.  Write the word correctly in the space given.  The first one is done as an 
example. 
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Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 
dɔ g river dɔ k cuɛ ny liver ____________________ 
gaak field, garden ____________________ keedh cow urine ____________________ 
baaw cracks (pl) ____________________ yɔɔi run ____________________ 
did bird (general) ____________________ wään tɔbë place of tobacco ____________________ 
rïïjë rafters ____________________ wään bööïë place of fear ____________________ 
taayë open places ____________________ rïɛ  y canoe, boat ____________________ 
käi first born ____________________ aduany crippled person ____________________ 
agäg game ____________________ ŋüɔ l crowd ____________________ 
yöw monies (pl) ____________________ wään thuuë place of end ____________________ 
lɛ  i animal ____________________ dapë lazy persons ____________________ 
nïɛ ü co-wife ____________________ wään thïëëcë place of request ____________________ 
bɛi pain ____________________ acëcuɛɛyë whips ____________________ 
 
 

Reel Word List 
 
Below, singular words (one) and plural words (more than one) are in alphabetical order.  The 
tone is given for some words that have the same spelling. There are nouns (n), pronouns (pron), 
verbs (v) and other word categories listed by the abbreviations below.   
 
Word category abbreviations 
adj = adjective describes a following noun 
adv = adverb describes a verb 
con = connector joins clauses, phrases or sentences 
dem = demonstrative points to or shows which noun is talked about 
n = noun a person, animal, place, thing, or idea 
n.sg = singular noun a singular noun that has no plural form 
n.pl = plural noun a plural noun tha has no singular form 
num = number tells how many of a noun there are 
part = particle word or affix that has a special use 
prep = preposition introduces a noun phrase that describes a previous action 
pron = pronoun takes the place of a noun or noun phrase 
v = verb a verb that has the same form when it  

has or does not have an object 
v.in = intranstive verb a verb that does not have an object 
v.tr = transitive verb a verb that can have an object 
 
Singular Tone Plural Tone 
A a      
 b  ŋ  abɛ ɛ  ŋ  n space, spot 
abaar  abar  n orphan 
acak  acaau  n flea, tick 
acaar  acar  n fish 
acëcuïï  acëcuɛɛyë  n whip 
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   ŋ  adɛ ɛ  ŋ  n weapon 
adëër    n behaviour 
adöl  adoolë  adj brown 
aduany  aduɛɛnyë  n crippled person 
adhaar  adhɛ ɛ  r  n pot 
adhuur  adhur  n hammer for pounding stakes, made of 

wood or horn 
agäk  agɔ k  n game 
agɔɔk    n monkey 
agurböök  agurböökë  n onion 
ajaar  ajar  n water basin made of wood 
ajaac  ajac  n bird glue for trapping, birdlime 
akaja  akajanë  n donkey 
akäl  akäälë  n calf 
alath  alaath  n cloth, thread 
alualuaal    adv dawn 
amɛ ɛ  l  amɛ l  n sheep 
  y ŋ  anyïɛ ɛ  ŋ  n chisel tool 
anyïnyï    n hyena 
 ŋ u    n cat 
 ŋɛth   ŋ  th  n broth 
apaal  apäl  n knife 
atak  ataau  n twisted thing (fish, leaves into mat) 
atäc  atɔ c  n spice (general), bird type 
ater  atɛɛr  n conflict, hatred 
ateel    n leg 
atɛ l  atäl  n bowl from calabash 
atɛ ltöu  atäältöne  n ladle, cup 
athak  athɛ ɛ  u  n pot, back of head 
athëën    adv yesterday 
 w ŋ   w ŋë  n tobaaco 
ayak  ayaau  n lion 
 yääŋ  ayɛ ŋ  n wrestling 
      
B b      
bak  baau  n crack 
bak    v cut open 
ban  banë  n bedbug 
bany    n wealth 
bapiɛny    adv morning 
bar  baar  n open water with no grass or trees, lake 
baac  bac  n calf (of leg) 
bëël  bel  n grain, sorghum, dura 
bɛi L bec  n pain 
bɛi H   v.in have pain 
bia L bia L n light 
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bil    v.tr lick something 
bir    v.tr spear something 
biir    v.in spear 
bïäth  bïääth  n pumpkin 
book    v.tr offer something 
böl  bol  n flame 
böm  bom  n hump (of cow) 
böu  böwë  n herd 
bööï  boi  n fear 
böör  boorë  n full moon, 15 nights of bright moon 
bul L buɔ l  n drum, dance 
bul H   v.tr roast something 
buɔc  buoc  n abdomen, outer stomach 
buɔc  boi  n coward 
buɔl  buɔlë  n hare, rabbit 
buɔ t  buɔ ɔ t  n wound, sore 
buɔ ɔ m L bum  n strength, force 
buɔ ɔ m H   v.in be strong 
bur  buɔ r  n camp 
      
C c      
cak    n.pl milk 
cäny  cäänyë  n heel (of foot) 
c ŋ L cëŋ  n strap 
c ŋ H   v wear 
ceer    n morning star 
cëk  mën  n wife 
cël  cïëël  n elbow 
cër  cer  n bright star, morning star 
cɛ l  cäl  n fish type 
cɛ ŋ  cääŋ  n sun, day 
cɛ t  cït  n colour (general) 
cɛ th  ceth  n excrement, feces 
cieen  cën  n last word of dying person 
cieeth  ceth  n winnowing 
ciɛɛl  ciɛl  n earwax 
ciɛɛŋ  cëŋ  n tradition, custom, way of life 
cil  ciɛl  n rhino 
ciil    v.tr slice something 
ciim    v.tr kiss someone 
ciir    v.tr discuss something 
cïɛ ɛ  n  cïn  n intestine 
cïɛ ɛ  ŋ  ciɛŋ  n home, land 
cïööu  cok  n footprint, track, sole, bottom of foot, leg 
cïïm    v.in beat 
coth    n guinea worm 
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cou H cou L n husband, bridegroom 
cöör    n blindess 
cɔɔl H   v.tr call, invite someone 
cɔɔl L   v.in announce 
cɔɔr    v.tr make someone blind 
cɔ u  cɔ wë  n termite 
cuër  cuëër  n thief 
cuɛc  cuic  n hoof 
cuii    n.pl soup 
cul  cuul  n penis 
cuɔu    n.pl urine 
cuɔ t  cut  n splinter, sliver 
cuɔ ɔ t  cut  n stump, remainder after tree is cut 
      
D d      
dak    v.tr make someone tired 
  ŋ  dɔɔŋ  n elder, older person 
dap L dapë  n lazy person 
dap L dɛ p  n birth 
dap H   v.in give birth 
dau  deei  n heifer, young female cow 
daan  danë  n palate, top of mouth 
daap H   n.sg laziness 
daap L   v.tr bear, give birth to  
del  dët  n goat 
dep  dëp  n trap 
dëbël  dɛ beelë  n eagle, bird type 
dëï  deeth  n hammer 
dëkër  dëkerë  n hot season 
dënëmɛ    pron their 
 ëŋ  r   ëŋ  rë  n monkey 
dɛ r    n centre, middle 
dɛ rc ŋ  dɛ rc ŋ  n village 
dial    adv all 
dir  diɛr  n cricket insect 
dit  diit  n bird (general), song 
dïääth  dïɛ th  n rag, old cloth 
dïɛ ɛ  r  dïɛ rë  n hog, pig 
dïɛ ɛ  t  dïït  n elder, something big, important 
dïr  dïɛ ɛ  r  n bump (in ground) 
dïït    v.in be big (in size) 
doth  dothë  n virgin 
door L doorë  n peace 
door H   v.tr mediate, intercede for 
dör  dor  n tribe 
döth    v.tr uproot, wean something 
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döön    v.in dry 
door    v.in mediate, intercede 
dɔm    v.tr catch something (in air) 
dɔm    n defending 
dɔŋ    v.in be old 
dɔt  dot  n vagina 
dɔɔm    v.in catch (in air) 
dɔ   kɔ k  n thing 
dɔ k  däu  n river 
dual  dualë  n veil 
duar    n hunting 
duɛ ɛ  ny L duɛ ɛ  ny L n paralyzed person 
dul  duɔ l  n bundle 
 u ŋ  duɔŋ  n mortar, pounding pot 
duɔɔl  dul  n folding (cloth) 
dut  duɔ t  n grass 
duur L duur L n eloping 
      
Dh dh      
dhal    v.tr fail something 
dhiac  dhiei  n bruise 
dhiamdhiam  dhiamdhiamë  n spring 
dhïëëc    num five 
dhöök  dhöökë  n leopard skin 
dhööl    v.tr cut something 
dhɔl  dhal  n boy 
dhɔm    v.tr stalk something 
dhɔ l    v.tr violate, cross something 
      
      
G g      
gak L gɔu  n peel, skin (of fruit) 
gak L gaau  n hard layer on old food 
gal  gɔl  n newly cultivated ground 
gat  gaat  n child, son, baby 
gaak    n.pl jaw 
gääï H gäï  n surprise 
gääï dH   v.in surprise 
gääk L gääk L n wing 
gäär  gäärë  n intentional scars on forehead 
gëm  gëëm  n cheek 
gër  gëër  n back (of body or something) 
gɛɛr  ger  n fence 
gɛɛth    n brightness 
gɛ ɛ  ï    v.tr surprise someone 
gɛ ɛ  m  gɛ ɛ  më  n midwife 
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gɛ ɛ  u    v.tr make someone late 
gok  gou  n quiver, bag of arrows 
gool    v.in be around 
g  ŋ  göŋ  n hospitality for guests 
gööl    v.tr surround something 
göör    v.tr want, desire something 
gɔl L gal  n brye, corral, pen 
gɔl H   v.tr renew something 
gɔɔl    v.in be new 
gɔ ɔ l    v.tr boast, brag something 
gu ŋ  gu ŋë  n swelling 
guäär  guäärë  n.pos my father 
guëc  guei  n giraffe 
guɔŋ  gu ŋ  n guinea fowl 
guɔ p  gup  n skin 
guɔ ɔ r L guɛ r  n elephant 
guɔ ɔ r dH   v.in follow 
guu  guɔ ɔ th  n bee 
      
Ɣ ɣ      
ɣaar  ɣaarë  n plank of wood 
ɣäc  ɣɛ c  n load, burden 
ɣɛ m  ɣääm  n thigh 
ɣ ŋ  ɣöŋ  n opening, hole 
ɣöt  ɣot  n hut, room 
ɣööï  ɣooth  n hip 
ɣɔi    v.in buy 
ɣɔr  ɣar  n swamp area 
ɣɔɔc    v.tr buy something 
ɣɔɔl    v.tr cough something 
ɣɔ k    n peg, stake 
ɣɔ l  ɣääl  n arm 
ɣɔ ɔ l    v.in hit, strike 
      
Ï ï      
ïruum    adv tomorrow 
ïtïɛ  ɛ  p  ïtïp  n shade, shadow 
      
J j      
jak L jaau  n pelican, bird type 
jak H   v.tr feel something 
jath  jen  n tree, firewood 
jäl  jääl  n guest, visitor 
Jäŋ  Jääŋ  n Dinka person 
jär  järë  n belch, burp 
jääl L jɛ l  n trip, journey, movement 
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jääl dH   v.in walk 
jeth  jïïth  n scorpion 
jëp  jep  n axe 
jic  jith  n stomach 
jiɛɛr  jir  n shoulder blade 
jiit    v.tr mark something 
jïc  jïth  n ear, leaf 
jïɛ  ɛ  t H jïtë  n decoration 
jïɛ  ɛ  t dH   v.in mark (ground) 
jou  jooth  n chest 
jook    v.in begin 
jök  jïöu  n dog 
jɔk  jïöök  n  back (of something) 
jɔk  jɔɔu  n god, magic 
jɔɔk    v.tr begin something 
jɔɔm  jɔmë  n wind 
jɔ r  jär  n forest 
juɛ ï  juääyë  n fever 
juɛ k  juäk  n cow udder, hernia 
juɛ l  juäl  n tail 
      
K k      
kam L kam L n middle of something 
k ŋ  k  ŋ  n alchohol 
kara  karanë  n ladder 
kath  kɛ th  n waterhole, well 
kau  kaath  n bride 
kaak  kau  n field, garden 
kaar  kar  n background information before marriage 
käï H kɛ ï  n first born child 
käï dH   v.in mentrate, be weak 
käk  käwë  n phlegm, throat mucus 
kär    n.pl branches 
kärääth  kärääth  n maize 
kääŋ  kɛ ŋ  n proverb 
kääu  käu  n pit, hole, cave 
ket    v.in swim 
keeth  kɛth  n cow urine 
keeu    v.in be drunk 
kɛi  këc  n vision 
kɛŋ    v.in groan (with pain) 
kɛth  keth  n bile, gall, rusting 
kɛu    v.in cackle (like chicken) 
kɛɛt  kɛtë  n walking stick 
kɛ n    v.in give 
kɛ ny  käänyë  n debt 
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kɛ r  käärë  n fishing net 
kɛ ɛ  t  kɛ ɛ  të  n falcon, hawk 
kok  kööu  n bribe, payment 
kom  köm  n bark (of tree), shell (of groundnut) 
koot    v.in dry 
kök  kou  n hole in log, migration 
kör  köör  n fighting, arguing 
köt  kot  n shield 
kööt    v.tr dry something 
kɔk    v.tr pay something 
kɔm  kööm  n stool, chair 
kɔɔc    v.tr sew something 
kɔɔr    n forearm 
kɔ r    v.tr spread something out 
kɔ ɔ m    v beat, thresh 
kɔ ɔ r    v.in spread out 
kuac  kuei  n leopard 
kuai L kuai H n seed, descendant 
kuäth  kuɛ th  n bone marrow 
kuël  kueel  n amulet, charm, fetish 
kuëu  kueeth  n cockroach 
kuëër  kuër  n paddle, oar 
kuɛl  kuel  n star 
kuɛɛm    v.in break out 
kuɛ n  kuan  n food 
kuluk  kuluɔ u  n upper arm 
kuŋgu  kuŋgu ë  n parrot, bird type 
kuoth  kuuth  n rain 
      
L l      
läk  lääu  n dream, prophecy 
läŋ L läŋ L n prayer 
lëï  lec  n tooth 
lëk  leu  n word, speaking 
lël  lel  n net for carrying container 
lëëth  lëth  n begging 
lɛ c  lääc  n semen 
lɛ ï L lɛ  ï H n animal 
lɛ ɛ  u    v.tr ferment something 
liɛt  lit  n sand 
l ŋ    v.tr hear something 
l  ŋ  l  ŋë  n pot hole, sloping ground 
lip  lïëëp  n tongue 
l  ŋ    v.in hear, listen 
liip    v.tr wait for something 
lïä  lïïth  n death 
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lïɔ ɔ k  lïɔ ɔ kë  n earthworm 
lïïm  lïɛ  ɛ  m  n messenger 
lïïŋ    v.in sink 
loi    n choice 
lol  löölë  n valley 
löï  loi  n umbilical cord 
lök L lou  n belly button, navel 
lök H   v.tr reject, refuse something 
löu L löu  n rejected, refused person 
löu H   v.in reject, refuse 
lööm    v.tr borrow, take something 
lööŋ  löŋë  n tool of witchdoctor made from gourd 
lööŋ  löŋë  n rule 
lɔc L lööc  n heart 
lɔc H   v.tr choose something 
lɔk    v.tr winnow something 
lɔr    v.in be empty 
lɔu L looth  n bamboo 
lɔu H   v.in winnow, throw in air 
lɔɔi    v.in choose 
lɔ ɔ ŋ    v.tr rest something 
lual  luaalë  n weaver bird 
luk  luɔ u  n court case 
luok  luɔwë  n mouse 
luɔ th  luuth  n fetus, blood clot 
luɔ ɔ ï  lui  n work 
luɔ ɔ r  lur  n reception 
luɔ ɔ u  luk  n abscess, infection on skin 
luth  luuth  n mud fish 
luum  lumë  n gossiper, traitor 
      
M m      
mac  mɛ ï  n fire, family 
maar H mar  n relative by blood 
maar HL maarɛ   n.pos my mother 
mät  mɛ t  n agreement, meeting 
mäth  mɛ th  n drink 
määl  mɛ l  n wealth 
mekec  mɛkɛɛyë  adj yellow 
mer  mëër  n tear (of eye) 
mël  mel  n oath, promise 
meek    n kindness 
mɛ ï  mäyë  n dry season, winter 
mɛ ï    n.pl labor pains 
mɛ ɛ  th L mɛ ɛ  thë  n friend, friendship 
mɛ ɛ  th H   v.tr greet someone 
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miɛɛth  miith  n root 
min    v.tr wink something 
mïɛ th  mïïth  n food (general), crop, resource 
mök  mou  n buffalo 
mun  muɔ n  n dirt, soil 
muɔɔŋ  muɔŋë  n conversation 
muɔ k  mïäu  n mole, small animal 
muɔ l  mïääl  n knee 
mut L muɔ t  n spear type 
mut H   v pierce 
muuth  muɔ th  n darkness 
      
N n      
näu    n.pl sour milk 
nep    v.tr light, ignite something 
neer  nër  n wrapping 
nɛp    v.tr burn something 
nɛ k    v.tr kill, murder someone 
nɛ ɛ  r  nɛ ɛ  rë  n maternal uncle 
niin    v.tr sleep something 
nïɛ ɛ  n  nïïn  n day 
nop  noop  n message 
   ŋ L  öŋ  n wedding 
   ŋ dH   v.tr bring something 
noop    v.tr send something 
nɔk  noou  n feather 
nɔŋ    v.tr take away something 
nɔɔŋ    v.in take away 
nuɛ ɛ  r  nei  n person 
      
Nh nh      
nhiam  nhïëëm  n front (of something) 
nhian  nhiaan  n testicle 
nhiaal    n.sg sky, top (of something) 
nhiaal  nhialë  n god 
nhieer  nhïër  n love 
nhiɛm  nhiim  n charcoal 
nhïër  nhieer  n turtle 
nhïɛ m  nhïɛ ɛ  m  n fur, hair 
      
Ny ny      
nyal  nyër  n girl 
nyan  nyanë  n caterpillar 
 y ŋ  nyïɛ ɛ  ŋ  n crocodile 
nyemïrï  nyemïrïnë  n bean 
nyet  nyët  n rib 



- 57 - 

nyith  nyiɛthë  n brain 
nyïɛ u  nyïɛ kë  n co-wife 
nyïɛ ɛ  l  nyäl  n python 
nyuɔ m  nyuɔ ɔ m  n sesme paste 
nyuɔ ɔ th  nyuth  n point (of something) 
      
Ŋ ŋ      
ŋ k  ŋ  u  n pus 
ŋär  ŋäär  n bean 
ŋät  ŋɛ t  n oil 
ŋääth L   n illness 
ŋääth H ŋɛ th  n hope 
ŋääth dH   v.in hope 
ŋɔ ŋ    v.in be poor 
ŋɔ p  ŋäp  n fig 
ŋɔ ɔ ŋ    v.tr oppress someone 
ŋuɛ k  ŋuäk  n neck 
ŋuɔ l  ŋul  n crowd 
ŋuɔ ɔ r  ŋur  n ankle 
      
P p      
pai  pɛ ɛ  th  n moon, month 
palata  palatanë  n  fish hook, line 
pan  pɛ n  n swamp area 
pap    n open land 
pen  pɛn  n town 
pewɛɛr  pewer  n famine 
pɛɛn    v.in fall 
pɛ m  pɛ ɛ  m  n rock, mountain 
piɛth  pïth  n growth, growing 
piny  piɛnyë  n ground, land 
pï  pïɛ   n water 
pïäl  pïääl  n insult 
pïär  pïäärë  n cloud, scar 
pïïk    v.tr push something 
pör  poorë  n road, path 
pul  puul  n pool 
puɔ ny  pïɛ ny  n body 
puɔ th  puth  n marriage, dowry 
puɔ ɔ u  puɔ ɔ wë  n bellow, air pump for fire 
      
R r      
rääl  rɛ l  n muscle, blood vessel 
rek L reu  n pen (of cows) 
rek H   v.tr join something 
rel H rɛɛlë  n fox 
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rel L rët  n termite mound 
rëët  rëëtë  n razor 
rɛ ɛ  nh    con until 
riɛɛm  rim  n blood 
rin  rin  n name 
r ŋ    v.in run 
riop  rïöp  n claw, fingernail 
rit  riɛt  n ebony tree 
r  ŋ    v.tr run something 
rïc L rice  n rafter, beam 
rïc dH   v.tr straighten, stretch something 
rïëc  rïëëï  n rat 
rïɛ  ï  rïääth  n canoe, boat 
rïïŋ  rïŋ  n meat 
rou L   n thirst 
rou H   num two 
rook  röök  n molar tooth 
root    v.in cry 
roou    n sadness, dissapointment 
röl  rööl  n voice 
rɔu  rööth  n hippo 
rɔ th  räth  n armpit 
ruai  ruac  n speech, discourse 
rual  rualë  n herd, group (rats, buffalos) 
ruath  ruëëth  n steer, young male cow 
ruaal  rualë  n incest 
ruä  ruɛ th  n in-law, brother-in-law 
ruei  ruɛi  n saliva 
rueet  ruët  n pregnancy 
ruɛ th  ruäth  n chief, lord 
rum  rumë  n club, stick 
ruɔk L ruou  n kidney 
ruɔk H   v.tr dress someone 
ruɔ ï  rui  n maggot, worm in rotting meat 
ruɔ ɔ n  ruun  n year 
ruu  ruɔ u  n knot, tying 
      
T t      
tap  taap  n tobacco 
taai  taayë  n open place, clearing 
täp  tɛ  p  n pot hole, ground sloping down 
täth    n mould, forge, makes blacksmith tools 
teu L tëk  n life 
teu H   v.in live 
t  ŋ H tëŋ  n music, beating of drum 
t  ŋ dH   v.in play, knock 
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teer  tër  n playing 
teet  tëët  n hand 
tëër  tërë  n chicken 
tɛi  tei  n stick 
tiar  tiaar  n flour, asida dough 
tiɛl  tiil  n iron, ring 
tiɛɛr  tïɛ  r  n clitoris 
tik  tiɛk  n bead 
t  ŋ    v.tr hit something 
tiit    v.tr understand something 
tïc  tïɛ  c  n feast 
tïɛ  t  tït  n magician, traditional religion 
tïk H tïɛ  wë  n chin 
tïk L tïɛ  u  n cloudy day 
tïɔ     dem those (near hearer) 
tïïc    v.in be tight 
tïït  tïïtë  n mahogany tree 
tök  töwë  n laugh 
tɔmpiny  tɔmpiɛɛny  n groundnut 
tɔɔŋ    v.in jump 
tɔ ɔ ŋ    v.tr advise someone 
tuaany  tuany  n sickness 
tuɛŋ  tu ŋ  n knot, dark spot in wood 
tuɛ k  tuäk  n harvest seaon 
tuŋ  tuɔ ŋ  n branch (of tree), horn (of animal) 
tuol  tuɔl  n smoke 
tuɔŋ  tu ŋ  n egg 
tuɔr  tuɔrë  n flower 
tuɔ ɔ l  tul  n initiation (of girl) 
tuɔ ɔ u  tuk  n playing (of child) 
tur  tuɔ r  n dust 
tut  tut  n male 
tuut  tuutë  n bull, male cow not castrated 
      
Th th      
thal  thɔl  n early or late sun 
thar    n waist 
thääŋ  thäŋ  n side of body, other side 
theu L thëk  n menstrual period 
theu H   v.in respect, avoid 
thɛɛm L them  n trying, testing 
thɛɛm H   v.in try, test, measure 
thɛ c  thäc  n dew 
thɛ k  thɛ ɛ  u  n bull with twisted horns 
thieec  thïëc  n request 
thieei  thïëc  n stick, club of ebony 
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thiɔl  thïööl  n fat 
thïäk  thïääu  n neighbour 
thïɛ ŋ  thïɛ ɛ  ŋ  n gazelle, antelope 
thïïn  thin  n breast 
thot  thöt  n wooden peg 
thöl  thol  n wall 
thɔ l  thɔ ɔ l  n snake 
thuny  thuɔ ɔ nyë  n nasal mucus 
thuok  thuuk  n mouth, language, message 
thuoom  thuoomë  n harp instrument 
thuɔ u  thuk  n end (of something) 
thuɔ ɔ m  thum  n ghost, spirit 
thuɔ ɔ ny  thuny  n wood, tree trunk 
      
W w      
wac  wacë  n paternal aunt 
wai  waath  n vulture 
w ŋ  nyin  n eye, face, stream 
wat L wat L n blood relative 
wään  wän  n place, way, method 
weer H wër  n blessing 
weer dH   v.in bless, praise 
weer H   v.tr bless someone 
wɛ ï  wuc  n cattle camp, clan name 
wɛ nɛ     adv here 
wɛ t  wät  n belief 
wɛ th L wɛ th H n buttock 
wɛ ɛ  l L wal  n herb, medicine, drug 
wɛ ɛ  l H   num ten 
wɛ ɛ  r H wäärë  n night 
wɛ ɛ  r L wɛ r  n dung 
wum  wuum  n nose 
wut  wuɔ t  n ostrich 
      
Y y      
yai  yayë  n joy, rejoicing 
yak  yau  n famine, drought, dry period 
y ŋ  ɣɔ k  n cow 
yath  yathë  n charm (for magic) 
yäkyäk  yäkyäkë  n lung 
yeeth  yöu  n money 
yër  yieer  n river, lake 
yieei  yëï  n breath, spirit 
yiɛt  yit  n finger, toe 
yïëï    n.pl soul, spirit, life 
yïɛ l  yäl  n forest 
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Glossary 
 

The meanings of special English words are given below with examples in Reel. 
 
Word Example Definition 
syllable pa    la    ta     in  

palata ‘fish hook, line’ 
The parts of a word that can be divided 
according to beats. 

consonant p    w    r      in 
pewɛɛr ‘f m   ’ 

Letter sounds that begin or end syllables; a 
consonant cannot be a syllable by itself. 

vowel e    ɛɛ      in 
pewɛɛr ‘f m   ’ 

Letter sounds in the middle and sometimes 
end of a syllable; a vowel can be a syllable 
by itself. 

breathy vowel ɛ ɛ   in kɛ ɛ  t ‘f lc  , h wk’  Vowels pronounced with more air. 
non-breathy 
vowel 

ɛɛ in 
kɛɛt ‘w lk  g st ck’ 

Vowels without extra air. 

long vowel aa in gaak ‘j w’ Vowels that take longer to pronounce. 
short vowel a in gak ‘p  l, sk  ’ Vowels that are pronounced quickly. 
tone the difference in sound 

between  
wɛ ɛ  r ‘  ght’      
wɛ ɛ  r ‘ u g’  

How high or low the sound of the syllable 
is, or how the sound rises or falls. 

noun rel ‘f x’  A person, animal, place, thing, or idea.    
singular noun dap ‘l zy p rs  ’ Only one of a noun. 
plural noun dapë ‘l zy p rs  s’ More than one of a noun. 
verb bak ‘cut open’ Is an action, motion, state, change, or can 

be used as an equal sign between words. 
transitive verb bak ‘cut open’ in  

Nuɛ ɛ  r göör be dɔ  bak. 
‘Person wants to cut 
open a thing.’ 

A verb that have an object that receives the 
action. 

intransitive 
verb 

bak ‘cut open’ in 
Nuɛ ɛ  r göör be bak. 
‘Person wants to cut 
open.’ 

A verb that does not have an object. 

number rou ‘two’ Tells how many of a noun there is. 
pronoun kɔ ‘we (not you)’ Takes the place of a noun. 

yïɛ u  yïk  n spell, curse 
yïɛ ɛ  r  yïr  n paint 
yɔɔi    v.in run 
yuaal  yuaalë  n wisker (of cat, dog) 
yuïc  ɣoth  n head 
yuïïr  yuɛ r  n venom, poison of snake 
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Answers to Exercises 
 
Answers to the exercises of this book are given below.   
 
Exercise 1 
 
a ayak ɣ ɣöt o gok 
ä gääk i dit ö pör 
b buɔl ï jïc ɔ lɔc 
c cil j jök ɔ  dɔ k 
d del k kɔm p pai 
dh dhɔl l luok r rel 
e yeeth m mök t tëër 
ë bëël n nɔk th thïɛ ŋ 
ɛ kɛɛt nh nhïër u guu 
ɛ  kɛ ɛ  t ny  y ŋ w wut 
g gat ŋ ŋät y y ŋ 

 
Exercise 2 
 
number of syllables divided into syllables  
2 balthuur bal thuur  monitor lizard 
3 muɔrkaba muɔr ka ba bag 
2 bɛdɛ k bɛ dɛ k  eight 
1 mök mök   buffalo 
2 raaljioou raal jioou  rainbow 
2 cɔ wë cɔ  wë  termites (pl) 
1 mïɛ ɛ  th mïɛ ɛ  th   food, crop, resource 
3 Alaathbuor A laath buor July 
1 thuok thuok   mouth, language 
3 amëmïɛ ɛ  r a më mïɛ ɛ  r dusk, twilight 
2 guänjäär guän jäär  bush dweller 
1 gääk gääk   wing 
2 nɔ ɔ ŋɔ ɔ ŋ nɔ ɔ  ŋɔ ɔ ŋ  poorly 
2 näädɔ  nää dɔ   perhaps 
1 cïɛ ɛ  ŋ cïɛ ɛ  ŋ   home, land 
2 pälŋɛ c päl ŋɛ c  initiation (for boy) 
3 dëkerë dë ke rë hot season (pl) 
2 acaar a caar  fish 
 
Exercise 3 
 
g   ë   m cheek 
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m   u   ɔ   r   k   a   b   a bag 
p   ä   l   ŋ   ɛ     c initiation (of boy) 
a   d   u   a   ny cripple person 
nh   i   a   n testicle 
y   i   ɛ   t finger, toe 
a   b   aa   r orphan 
w   ɛ     th buttock 
ɣ   ɔ   r swamp area 
dh   ɔ   l boy 
j   ë   p axe 
 
Exercise 4 
 
Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 
tɛɛm trying, testing thɛɛm tuoom harp instrument thuoom 
tiar flour tiar thɛi stick tɛi 
thuɛŋ dark spot in wood tuɛŋ thot wooden peg thot 
athëën yesterday athëën atak back of head athak 
ather conflict, hatred ater ïtïɛ  ɛ  p shade, shadow ïtïɛ  ɛ  p 
jïɛ  ɛ  th mark (on ground) jïɛ  ɛ  t wut ostrich wut 
ruɛ t chief ruɛ th bïäät pumpkin bïääth 
köth shield köt nyuɔ ɔ th point (of something) nyuɔ ɔ th 
 
Exercise 5 
 
Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 
dhiaal all diaal adiɔɔŋu what adiɔɔŋu 
dïëëc five dhïëëc dhel goat del 
dör tribe dör bɛdhɛ k eight bɛdɛ k 
aduur hammer adhuur dhal fail something dhal 
 
Exercise 6 
 
Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 
nob message nop keeth cow urine keeth 
dodhë virgins dothë wään budë place of wound wään butë 
dhɔl boy dhɔl cath tree, firewood jath 
gad child gat yuïj head yuïc 
wajë aunts wacë aduany crippled person aduany 
akäk game agäk dhöögë leopard skins dhöökë 
tɔ k river dɔ k wään tɔpë place of tobacco wään tɔpë 
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Exercise 7 
 
  Test Word   Write correctly 
  ŋ elder mäc family ŋät oil mac 
  ŋ elder mäth drink ŋät oil mäth 
  ŋ elder kar branches ŋät oil kär 
  ŋ elder jal guest, visitor ŋät oil jäl 
kaak field kaaŋ proverb ŋääth illness kääŋ 
kaak field bääc calf (of leg) ŋääth illness baac 
kaak field määl wealth ŋääth illness määl 
jeth scorpion cëŋ strap jëp axe ceŋ 
jeth scorpion cëk wife jëp axe cëk 
jeth scorpion rel termite mound jëp axe rel 
jeth scorpion gem cheek jëp axe gëm 
yeeth money reet razor tëër chicken rëët 
yeeth money bëël sorghum, dura tëër chicken bëël 
yeeth money këeth cow urine tëër chicken keeth 
kɛth rusting kɛ ny debt ɣɛ m thigh kɛ ny 
kɛth rusting kɛ ŋ groan (with pain) ɣɛ m thigh kɛŋ 
kɛth rusting thɛc dew ɣɛ m thigh thɛ c 
gɛɛr fence thɛɛm trying, testing mɛ ɛ  th friend thɛɛm 
gɛɛr fence wɛ ɛ  r dung mɛ ɛ  th friend wɛ ɛ  r 
jeth scorpion kɛt swim kɛth rusting ket 
jeth scorpion rel fox kɛth rusting rel 
jeth scorpion nep burn something kɛth rusting nɛp 
jeth scorpion pɛn towns (pl) kɛth rusting pɛn 
yeeth money kɛɛt walking stick gɛɛr fence kɛɛt 
yeeth money tɛɛt hand gɛɛr fence teet 
yeeth money cɛɛr morning star gɛɛr fence ceer 
jëp axe yɛ r river, lake ɣɛ m thigh yër 
jëp axe lëc semen ɣɛ m thigh lɛ c 
jëp axe cël elbow ɣɛ m thigh cël 
tëër chicken gɛ ɛ  m midwife mɛ ɛ  th friend gɛ ɛ  m 
tëër chicken wëër night mɛ ɛ  th friend wɛ ɛ  r 
tëër chicken mëëk kindness mɛ ɛ  th friend mëëk 
lip tongue tic feast jïc ear tïc 
lip tongue rit ebony tree jïc ear rit 
lip tongue tïk chin jïc ear tïk 
lip tongue jïc stomach jïc ear jic 
diit birds thïïn breast rïïŋ meat thïïn 
diit birds tïïl rings, irons (pl) rïïŋ meat tiil 
diit birds tïït mahogany tree rïïŋ meat tïït 
doth virgin lol valley jök dog lol 
doth virgin por road, path jök dog pör 
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doth virgin bol flame jök dog böl 
   ŋ wedding coor blindness dhöök skin cöör 
   ŋ wedding röök molar tooth dhöök skin rook 
ɣɔr swamp jɔ r forest ŋɔ p fig jɔ r 
ɣɔr swamp kɔ m stool, chair ŋɔ p fig kɔm 
ɣɔr swamp ɣɔl arm ŋɔ p fig ɣɔ l 
ɣɔr swamp jɔk magic, god ŋɔ p fig jɔk 
kɔɔr forearm ŋɔŋ oppress someone thɔ ɔ l snakes ŋɔ ɔ ŋ 
kɔɔr forearm jɔɔm wind thɔ ɔ l snakes jɔɔm 
kɔɔr forearm kɔ ɔ r forearm thɔ ɔ l snakes kɔɔr 
doth virgin thot wooden peg ɣɔr swamp thot 
doth virgin nok feather ɣɔr swamp nɔk 
doth virgin nɔp message ɣɔr swamp nop 
doth virgin dhɔl boy ɣɔr swamp dhɔl 
   ŋ wedding gɔɔŋ hospitality kɔɔr forearm gooŋ 
   ŋ wedding ɣɔɔc buy something kɔɔr forearm ɣɔɔc 
   ŋ wedding door peace kɔɔr forearm door 
jök dog dɔ r tribe ŋɔ p fig dör 
jök dog röth armpit ŋɔ p fig rɔ th 
jök dog röl voice ŋɔ p fig röl 
dhöök skin lɔ ɔ m borrow, take s.m. thɔ ɔ l snakes lööm 
dhöök skin kɔ ɔ m beat, thresh s.m. thɔ ɔ l snakes kɔ ɔ m 
dut grass guk quiver, bag doth virgin gok 
dut grass dol bundle doth virgin dul 
muuth darkness tuut bull    ŋ wedding tuut 
 
Exercise 8 
 
  Test Word   Write correctly 
  ŋ elder ɣar plank of wood kaak field mac 
  ŋ elder nyal girl, daughter kaak field nyal 
  ŋ elder ŋaak pus kaak field ŋak 
ŋät oil määth drink ŋääth illness mäth 
ŋät oil räl muscle ŋääth illness rääl 
ŋät oil ŋär bean ŋääth illness ŋär 
ŋät oil gäk wing ŋääth illness gääk 
jeth scorpion reel fox yeeth money rel 
jeth scorpion teeŋ music, beating yeeth money teeŋ 
jeth scorpion ceer morning star yeeth money ceer 
jëp axe lëk word, speaking tëër chicken lëk 
jëp axe rët razor tëër chicken rëët 
kɛth rusting pɛɛn fall gɛɛr fence pɛɛn 
kɛth rusting thɛɛm trying, testing gɛɛr fence thɛɛm 
kɛth rusting pɛɛn towns (pl) gɛɛr fence pɛn 
kɛth rusting nɛp burn something gɛɛr fence nɛp 
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ɣɛ m thigh cɛ l fish type mɛ ɛ  th friend cɛ l 
ɣɛ m thigh gɛ m midwife mɛ ɛ  th friend gɛ ɛ  m 
ɣɛ m thigh cɛ ɛ  ŋ day mɛ ɛ  th friend cɛ ŋ 
lip tongue liiŋ hear something diit birds liŋ 
lip tongue ciir discuss something diit birds ciir 
lip tongue cil slice something diit birds ciil 
lip tongue riŋ run diit birds riŋ 
jïc ear dïïr bump (in ground) rïïŋ meat dïr 
jïc ear tïït mahogany tree rïïŋ meat tïït 
jïc ear tïïk chin rïïŋ meat tïk 
jïc ear lïïm messenger rïïŋ meat lïïm 
doth virgin ɣoŋ opening, hole    ŋ wedding ɣoŋ 
doth virgin rok molar tooth    ŋ wedding rook 
doth virgin kom bark, shell    ŋ wedding kom 
doth virgin dor peace    ŋ wedding door 
jök dog böör full moon dhöök skin böör 
jök dog löŋ rule dhöök skin lööŋ 
jök dog böm hump (of cow) dhöök skin böm 
jök dog köör fighting, arguing dhöök skin kör 
ɣɔr swamp kɔɔm stool, chair kɔɔr forearm kɔm 
ɣɔr swamp lɔr be empty kɔɔr forearm lɔr 
ɣɔr swamp gɔl be new kɔɔr forearm gɔɔl 
ŋɔ p fig kɔ ɔ m beat, thresh something thɔ ɔ l snakes (pl) kɔ ɔ m 
ŋɔ p fig ŋɔ ɔ ŋ be poor thɔ ɔ l snakes (pl) ŋɔ ŋ 
dut grass dur eloping muuth darkness duur 
dut grass tur dust muuth darkness tur 
dut grass tuut bull muuth darkness tuut 
dut grass luuth mud fish muuth darkness luth 
 
Exercise 9 
 
Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 
tiaar flour tiar guëi giraffes (pl) guei 
bïäth pumpkin bïäth yiëi life, spirit yïëï 
dïäth rag, old cloth dïääth riëëï rats (pl) rïëëï 
yieei spirit, breath yieei yiɛɛt finger, toe yiɛt 
kai first born käï riɛɛm blood riɛɛm 
taai open place taai bɛi pain bɛi 
niɛ u co-wife nïɛ u nïɛ n day nïɛ ɛ  n 
lɛ  ɛ  ï animal lɛ  ï l   ŋ pot hole l  ŋ 
boi fears (pl) boi jïöü dogs (pl) jïöu 
ɣööi hip ɣööï thiɔl fat thiɔl 
yɔɔi run yɔɔi lïɔ ɔ k earthworm lïɔ ɔ k 
ruɔi maggot ruɔ ï guäŋ swelling gu ŋ 
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käu bride kau tuaany sickness tuaany 
kuäth bone marrow kuäth teu life teu 
lääü dreams (pl) lääu kueeth cockroaches (pl) kueeth 
cuëër thieves (pl) cuëër kueu cockroach kuëu 
kuɛl star kuɛl cuɛ ny liver cuɛ ny 
nyïɛ ü co-wife nyïɛ u duɛ ny lame person duɛ ɛ  ny 
cuic hoofs (pl) cuic cuii soup cuii 
yuic head yuïc yuïïr snake venom yuïïr 
tuol smoke tuol coou  husband cou 
thuoom harp thuoom yöu monies (pl) yöu 
ciööu footprint cïööu tuɔr flower tuɔr 
jɔ ɔ u gods (pl) jɔɔu ruɔ n year ruɔ ɔ n 
thuɔ u end thuɔ u ŋuɔ l crowd ŋuɔ l 
 
Exercise 10 
 
Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 
aiak lion ayak bɛy pain bɛi 
wään bööyë place of fear wään bööyë puɔ ɔ uë air pumps puɔ ɔ wë 
tew life teu yɔɔi run yɔɔi 
au ŋ tobacco aw ŋ löy umbilical cord löï 
yöu monies (pl) yöu acëcuɛɛyë whips acëcuɛɛyë 
rïɛ  ï canoe, boat rïɛ  ï wään thuwë place of end wään thuwë 
agauë grasses agawë lɛ ï animal lɛ  ï 
wään luuië place of work wään luuyë taayë open places taayë 
baau cracks (pl) baau wään yaië place of joy wään yayë 
 
Exercise 11 
 
Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly 
dɔ g river dɔ k cuɛ ny liver cuɛ ny 
gaak field, garden kaak keedh cow urine keeth 
baaw cracks (pl) baau yɔɔi run yɔɔi 
did bird (general) dit wään tɔbë place of tobacco wään tɔpë 
rïïjë rafters rïïcë wään bööïë place of fear wään bööyë 
taayë open places taayë rïɛ  y canoe, boat rïɛ  ï 
käi first born käï aduany crippled person aduany 
agäg game agäk ŋüɔ l crowd ŋuɔ l 
yöw monies (pl) yöu wään thuuë place of end wään thuwë 
lɛ i animal lɛ  ï dapë lazy persons dapë 
nïɛ ü co-wife nïɛ u wään thïëëcë place of request wään thïëëcë 
bɛi pain bɛi acëcuɛɛyë whips acëcuɛɛyë 
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