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Introduction

This book shows how to write words so that readers can more easily know the correct meaning.
We will learn three spelling rules that help reading and writing, as well as all the sounds that
join together to make words. This book is for Reel readers and writers. It is especially

important for those writing books and translating Scripture to understand the lessons of this
book.

Each of the Reel words in this book is listed in the Reel Word List at the end of the book. If
you need to check the correct spelling of a word, you can look for the word at the end of this
book.

There are English words in this book that may be new to you. Each new word is underlined
and explained when it is first used. If you later see the word and forget what it means, you can
also find it explained in the Glossary at the back of the book.

This book can be taught to participants in a workshop. A person can also use this book to
teach himself/herself without a workshop or instructor. You should read each lesson and then
immediately do the exercise following the lesson. The exercise will help you test your
understanding of the lesson. The answers to the exercises are in the back of the book. After
completing an exercise, immediately check your answers to see how well you have understood.
For each of your incorrect answers, try to understand the correct answer. Ask other Reel if you
need help.
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Reel Alphabet

The first step in learning to read and write Reel is learning the alphabet. The Reel language
has 33 letters, as shown in the following list of words.

Reel Alphabet

Aa [a] ayak lion
Aid [a] gadk wing
Bb [b] buol hare
Cc [c] cil rhino
Dd [d] del goat
Dh dh [d] dhol boy
Ee [e] yeeth money
Eé& [e] béél sorghum
€e [€] keet walking stick
€€ [] KEEL falcon
Gg [g] gat child
Yy [A] yot hut

Ii [i] dit bird

Ii [i] jic ear

Jj (1] jok dog
Kk [k] kom stool
L1 (1] luok mouse
Mm [m] mok buftalo
Nn [n] nok feather
Nh nh [n] nhiér turtle
Ny ny [n] nyarn crocodile
Dy [n] nét oil

Oo [o] gok quiver
06 [o] por road
) [0] loc heart
o) [9] dsk river
Pp [p] pai moon
Rr [r] rel fox

Tt [t] teéér chicken
Th th [t] thién gazelle
Uu [u] guu bee

W w [W] wut ostrich
Yy [v] yap cow

The Reel word list at the end of this book has the same order as the list above.
Exercise 1

Write each of the words in the list above next to the letters below. Say each word as you write
them. Listen to the sound each letter makes.



nh

ny

Syllables

Now we learn how Reel letters are joined together in words. Words can be divided into
syllables, or beats. Each of the words below has three syllables. They can be divided into
three separate beats as shown.

Three-syllable words

palata
nyemiri
débeelé
akaja
agurbook
alualuaal
anyinyi
atéltou
akaale

pa

nye mi
bee

dg

[ R I R - R V)

la

ka
gur
lua
nyi
tél
kaa

1
1€
ja
book
luaal
nyi
tou
1€

fish hook, line
bean

eagles (pl)
donkey

onion

dawn

hyena

ladle, cup
calves (pl)




Each of the words below have fwo syllables. They can be divided into two separate beats as

shown.

Two-syllable words

kuluk ku luk
mekec me kec
débél dé  bél
bowe bo wé
digré dig ré
peweer pe  weer
karaath kd  raith
bapieny ba  pieny
kungu kug gu
dércen dér cen
tompiny tom piny
yakyédk yak yik
dhiamdhiam | dhiam dhiam
akal a kal
abaar a baar
aduany a duany
TtiEED 1 ti€ep
iruum i ruum

upper arm
yellow

eagle

herds (pl)

pigs (pl)
famine

maize
morning
parrot, bird type
village
groundnut
lung

spring

calf

orphan
crippled person
shade, shadow
tomorrow

Each of the words below have one syllable. They cannot be divided into more than one beat.

One-syllable words

mun dirt, soil

cek wife

cén sun, day

cil rhino

béel grain, sorghum
maar | relative by blood
tuaany | sickness

Cuér thief

guéc | giraffe

kuoth | rain

digér | pig

jieer shoulder blade
kau bride

lou bamboo

kddu | pit, hole

kai first born child
161 umbilical cord
cuii soup




Exercise 2

Say each word below and listen to the number of beats in each word. Write the number of
syllables (1, 2, or 3) in the blank __ to the left of each word. Then divide the word into
syllables in the blanks to the right of each word. Write one syllable on each blank. Do not fill
more blanks than the number of syllables. The first one has been done as an example.

number of syllables | divided into syllables
2 balthuur bal thuur monitor lizard
__ muorkaba bag
_ bedék eight
__ mok buftalo
___ raaljioou rainbow
___ cdweé termites (pl)
__ miééth food, crop, resource
__ Alaathbuor July
_ thuok mouth, language
_ amémiéér dusk, twilight
__ gudnjaar bush dweller
_ gadk wing
___  nddnddny poorly
__ naads perhaps
_____ ciggy home, land
____ pilpéc initiation (for boy)
_ dekeré hot season (pl)
___ acaar fish

Consonants

Some letters are consonants and some letters are vowels. In the word peweer ‘famine’, the
letters p, w and r are consonants and e and € are vowels.



Consonants often begin syllables and end syllables. Vowels are in the middle of syllables and
sometimes end syllables, or are the only sound of the syllable. In the syllable pe of pewéér, the
consonant p begins the syllable, and the vowel e ends the syllable. In the syllable weer, the
consonant w begins the syllable, the consonant r ends the syllable, and the vowel €g is in the
middle of the syllable.

In some words such as ayak ‘lion’, the first vowel a is a syllable by itself. A vowel can be a
syllable by itself, but a consonant cannot be a syllable by itself.

The following 20 letters are Reel consonants:

Reel consonants

Bb Yy Nn Rr
Cc Jj Nh nh Tt
Dd Kk Ny ny Th th
Dhdh LI Dy Ww
Gg Mm Pp Yy

The following 13 letters are Reel vowels:

1} a E e 8 £ I i O 0 D ) Uu

Aid Eé& EE I1 06 D3
In this lesson, we learn about Reel consonants. In a later lesson, we learn about Reel vowels.
The list below has Reel words with each of the consonants. All consonants can be at the

beginning of words. All except nh are found in the middie of words. Many consonants can be
at the end of words. But, the consonants b, d, dh, g, y, j, w and y cannot.

Word beginning Word middle Word end
Bb biath  pumpkin débél eagle —-
baac calf (of leg) abaay  space, spot
Cc cél elbow acaar fish baac calf (of leg)
cak milk acak flea, tick tic feast
Dd digér  pig adap weapon —-
déngeer monkey aduany crippled person
Dh dh | dhook  /leopard skin adhaar  pot —
dhol boy adhuur  hammer
Gg geer fence agak game —-
gat child agook  monkey
Yy |ydl arm biayé of lights —-
yaar  plank of wood
Jj jic stomach ajaar water basin —-
jeth scorpion ajaac bird glue




Kk kér fishing net dékér  hot season dsk river
kddu  pit, hole akal calf nok feather
L1 liet sand kuluk upper arm bul drum
181 tooth alath cloth th31 snake
Mm |miéth food (general) | nyemiri bean thuddm ghost, spirit
mac fire amé€l  sheep nhi€m  fur, hair
Nn |néér  maternal uncle | wéng here pen town
nop message dénéme their mun dirt, soil
Nh nh | nhiem charcoal —- réénh  until
nhiaal sky
Ny ny | nyal  gir/ anyar)y  chisel tool pudny  body
nyifu co-wife anyinyi Ahyena thuny  masal mucus
Dy par bean aneth broth tuoy egg
ndp fig anau cat kap alcohol
Pp piny  ground, land | apaal knife lip tongue
pém rock, mountain | bapieny morning riop claw, fingernail
Rr rin name kara ladder por road, path
réét razor kiraath maize bur camp
Tt tei stick ateel leg dit bird (general)
tap tobacco THEED shade, shadow | dut grass
Thth |thiin  breast athak back of head | nyith  brain
thuok  mouth athéén  yesterday ruéth  chief
Ww | wéér  night peweer  famine —-
warn eye awapg tobacco
Yy yigl forest ayak lion —
yuic  head ayadn wrestling
Exercise 3

In each word below, circle each consonant. The first one has been done as an example.

®c@®

m u o525 r k a b a

p alng & c
a d u a ny
nh i a n

y i et

a b a r

w € th

y or

dh o 1

cheek

bag

initiation (of boy)
cripple person
testicle

finger, toe
orphan

buttock

swamp area

boy



j € p axe

Consonants t and th

The consonants t and th sound similar at the beginning of words. When we listen carefully, we
hear the sound of t in teu ‘life’ is different than the sound of th in theu ‘menstrual period’. Say
each of the words below. Listen carefully to the difference in sound between t and th.

Tt Th th

teu life theu menstrual period
tap tobacco thar waist

tap ground sloping down thadn side (of body)
tup horn (of animal) thuny nasal mucus

tuol smoke thuok mouth

tudsl initiation (of girl) thudom  ghost, spirit

tok laugh thol wall

tieer clitoris thieei stick, club of ebony
tiit mahogany tree thiin breast

tit magician thiak neighbour

tik bead th3l snake

tiel iron théc dew

tic feast thék bull with twisted horns
tik chin

teet hand

téer chicken

tur dust

tuut bull

tuen dark spot in wood

tuaany sickness

tuoy egg

The letters t and th can also be inbetween vowels. When we listen carefully, we hear the sound
of t in atak ‘twisted thing’ is different than the sound of th in athak ‘back of head’. Listen
carefully to the difference in sound between t and th in the words below.

t th
atak  twisted thing athak  back of head
ateel /leg athéén yesterday

atic  spice (general)
ater  conflict, hatred
atél bowl from calabash

iti€€p shade, shadow

-10 -



The letters t and th can also be at the end of words. When we listen carefully, we hear the
sound of t in mét ‘agreement’ is different than the sound of th in méth ‘drink’. Listen carefully
to the difference in sound between t and th in the words below.

t th

mit agreement mith drink

gat  child jath tree

wat  blood relative | kath waterhole
yot  hut, room naiath  hope

pit  oil kardaath maize
budt wound, sore | pudth  marriage
mut spear type luth mud fish
liet  sand mieeth  root

ti€t  magician miéth  food (general)
nyet rib jeth scorpion
teet hand yeeth  money
keet walking stick | gesth  brightness
cét  colour wéth buttock

kEét falcon, hawk | mééth  friend
thot wooden peg doth virgin
mut spear type luth mud fish

réét razor muuth  darkness

tiit ~ mahogany tree | kuoth  rain

rit ebony tree coth guinea worm
yiet  finger, toe r5th armpit

yath charm (for magic)
ruath  young male cow
kuith bone marrow
keth bile, gall

céth excrement, feces
lusth fetus

Exercise 4

Carefully read and say each test word below. The bold letter of each test word may or may not
be written correctly. Write the word correctly in the space given. The first one is done as an
example.

Test Word Write correctly | Test Word Write correctly
teem  trying, testing theem tuoom  harp instrument

tiar flour thei stick

thuey  dark spot in wood thot wooden peg

athéén yesterday atak back of head

ather  conflict, hatred itiEep shade, shadow

jigéth  mark (on ground) wut ostrich
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ruét chiet biaat pumpkin
koth  shield nyuddth point (of something)

Consonants d and dh

The consonants d and dh sound similar at the beginning of words. When we listen carefully, we
hear the sound of d in dom ‘catch something in the air’ is different than the sound of dh in
dhom °‘stalk something’. Say each of the words below. Listen carefully to the difference in
sound between d and dh.

Dd Dh dh

dom  catch something (in air) dhom stalk something
dak make someone tired dhal fail something
ds5 thing dhsl violate, cross something
doth  wuproot something dhool cut something
dot vagina dhol boy

diaal  a// dhiac bruise

dor tribe dhook  leopard skin
digér  pig dhicéc  five

doth  wvirgin

dsk river

dit bird (general)

del goat

dap lazy person

dut grass

The letters d and dh can also be inbetween vowels. When we listen carefully, we hear the
sound of d in adan ‘weapon’ is different than the sound of dh in adhaar ‘pot’. Listen carefully
to the difference in sound between d and dh in the words below.

d | dh

adan weapon adhaar pot
aduany crippled person | adhuur  hammer
adéér  behaviour

adol brown

Exercise 5
Carefully read and say each test word below. The bold letter of each test word may or may not
be written correctly. Write the word correctly in the space given. The first one is done as an

example.

Test Word ‘ Write correctly ‘ Test Word ‘ Write correctly

dhiaal  al/l | diaal | adioonu ~ what |
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dicéc tive dhel goat
dor tribe bedhék  eight
aduur  hammer dhal fail something

Consonants at the end of words

The consonants p, th, t, ¢, k can be at the beginning, middle and end of words. The consonants
b, dh, d, j, g can be at the beginning and middle of words, but never at the end of words.

Word beginning Word middle Word end
Pp piny  ground, land | apaal knife lip tongue
pém roc, mountain | bapieny morning riop  claw, fingernail
Thth |thiin  breast athak back of head | nyith brain
thuok  mouth athéén  yesterday ruéth chief
Tt tei stick ateel leg dit bird (general)
tap tobacco THEED shade, shadow | dut  grass
Cc cél elbow acaar fish baac calf (of leg)
cak milk acak flea, tick tic feast
Kk kér fishing net dékér  hot season dsk  river
kddu  pit, hole akal calf nok  feather
Bb biagth  pumpkin debél eagle —

baac calf (of leg) | abaan  space, spot

Dh dh | dhook /Jeopard skin | adhaar  pot —

dhol boy adhuur  hammer

Dd digér  pig adan weapon —-
dépgeer monkey aduany crippled person

Jj jic stomach ajaar water basin —
jeth scorpion ajaac bird glue

Gg geer fence agak game —-
gat child agook  monkey

So, we have the following spelling rule for these consonants at the end of words.
Spelling Rule 1a: At the end of words, write p, th, t, ¢, k instead of b, dh, d, j, g.

Correct | Wrong

lip lib tongue
wéth wédh | buttock

teet teed hand

baac baaj calf (of leg)
rook roog | molar tooth

KO =T

Sometimes the letter —€ is added to the end of a noun to make more than one of that noun. This
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is called a plural. One of the noun dap ‘lazy person’ (called a singular) becomes plural when
the letter —€ is added, as in dapé ‘lazy persons’. The sound of the letter p changes when —€ is
added. However, we write the letter p in both the singular and plural (dap ‘lazy person’, dapé
‘lazy persons’). If we wrote a different letter than p in the plural (such as dabé ‘lazy persons’--
wrong), readers might think it is a different word. Instead, we write the letter p in both dap
‘lazy person and dapé€ ‘lazy persons’ so that readers know it is the same word. We also write
the letters th, t, ¢, k when the letter —€ is added to plural nouns.

Singular noun Plural noun
p | dap lazy person | dapé lazy persons
th | mééth | friend mééthé | friends
t | réét razor réete razors
c |ric rafter riiceé rafters
k | dhook | leopard skin | dhooke | leopard skins

Sometimes the letter —€ is added to the end of a noun to show it possesses or has a close
relationship with the noun before it. The noun tdp ‘pot hole’ has has the letter —€ when it
possesses another noun, as in wién tEp€ ‘place of pot hole’. The sound of the letter p changes
when —€ is added. However, we write the letter p in both the common noun (tép ‘pot hole’) and
when it possesses another noun (wéén tépé€ ‘place of pot hole’). This is so that readers know it
is the same word. We also write the letters th, t, ¢, k when the letter —€ is added to nouns
possessing other nouns.

Common noun | Noun possessing another noun

tap pot hole | wiin tépé place of pot hole
pudth | marriage | wain puthé | place of marriage
yiet | finger waan yité place of finger
thieec | request | wiin thi€écé | place of request
kaak | field waidn kaaké | place of field

Mo g

We have the following spelling rule for these consonants when the letter —€ is added.

Spelling Rule 1b: When the suffix —€ is added to the end of words, write p, th, t, ¢, k instead of
b,dh, d,j, g.

Correct Correct | Wrong
p | dap lazy person | dapé dabé lazy persons
th | mééth | friend méEthe | méedhe | fivends
t | réét razor rééte rééde razors
c |ric rafter riicé riijé rafters
k | dhook | leopard skin | dhooké | dhooge | leopard skins
Correct | Correct | Wrong |
p | tap pot hole | wiin tépé wain tébeé place of pot hole
th | pudth | marriage | wain puthé | widn pudhé | place of marriage
t | yiet finger wadn yité wadn yidé | place of finger
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thieec
kaak

c
k

request | wain thiéécé
field

wadn kaaké

wadn thi€gje
wadn kaagé

place of request
place of field

All the consonants p, th, t, ¢, k and b, dh, d, j, g can be in other places of words, such as at the

beginning or inbetween vowels. So, we also have the following spelling rule.

Spelling Rule 1c: p, th, t, ¢, k and b, dh, d, j, g can all be at the beginning of words and
between vowels in other positions of words.

Correct Correct
p,b | pan swamp area | ban bedbug
th, dh | thol wall dhook | leopard skin
t,d tap tobacco dap lazy person
(| cou husband jou chest
k,g |kaak field, garden | gaak Jjaw

Correct Correct
p,b | apaal knife abaar | orphan
th, dh | athak | pot adhaar | pot
t,d atak something twisted | adan gun, bow
Cj acaar | fish ajaar basin
k,g | akil calf agiak game
Exercise 6

Carefully read and say each test word below. The bold letter of each test word may or may not
be written correctly. Write the word correctly in the space given. The first one is done as an

example.

Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly
nob message | nop keeth cow urine

dodhé  virgins wiadn budé  place of wound

dhol boy cath tree, tirewood

gad child yuij head

wajé aunts aduany crippled person

akik  game dhooge leopard skins

tok river wadn top€  place of tobacco

Breathy and non-breathy vowels

The words keet ‘walking stick’” and kggt ‘falcon, hawk’ have different vowel sounds. Do you
hear the difference? There is more air in the vowel sound of kgt ‘falcon, hawk’. This vowel &€
in k&gt ‘falcon, hawk’ with more air is called a breathy vowel. All vowels that are not breathy
are called non-breathy.

-15 -



Vowel differences

non-breathy vowel keet walking stick breathy vowel kEgt falcon, hawk
short vowel gak  peel, skin (of fiuit) | long vowe gaak jaw
High tone WEEr night Low tone wéEr dung

The words gak ‘peel, skin (of fruit)’ and gaak ‘jaw’ also have different vowel sounds. Do you
hear the difference? The vowel in gaak ‘jaw’ takes longer to say than the vowel in gak ‘peel,
skin’. The vowel in gaak ‘jaw’ is a long vowel and the vowel in gak ‘peel, skin’ is a short
vowel.

The words wégr ‘night’ and wégér ‘dung’ also have a difference in sound. However, these
words have the same vowel and only a difference in the tone. Tone is how high or low the
sound of the vowel is. The word wégr ‘night’ has High tone and the word wéér ‘dung’ has Low
tone.

In this lesson we learn the different sounds of vowels, especially the difference between
breathy and non-breathy vowels. In the next lessons we learn about the difference between long
and short vowels and words that only differ by tone.

There are 13 vowels in Reel, as shown in the list below. All can be breathy or non-breathy
except for u, which can only be non-breathy. We write breathy vowels with dots above the
vowel. All vowels can be short or long. We write long vowels with doubled vowel letters.

Non-breathy vowels Breathy vowels
a | dap elder a | nit oil
aa | kaak  field, garden | 34 | nddth  illness
e | jeth scorpion € |jép axe
ee | yeeth money € | téér chicken
e |keth  rusting g€ |yém  thigh
ge | geer  fence €€ | mééth friend
i |lip tongue i |jic ear
ii | diit birds (pl) 1l | riip meat
o |doth  wvirgin 0 |jok dog
00 | noon  wedding 00 | dhodk Jleopard skin
o |yor swamp area |9 | nydp fig
20 | koor  forearm 55 | thddl  smakes (pl)
u | dut grass
uu | muuth darkness

The following words have the vowel a or 4. Say each of these words and listen to the sound of
the vowels a and &.

a ] a

tap  tobacco \ tip  pot hole
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gak  peel, skin (of fruit) cany heel (of foot)

jath  tree, firewood piar  bean

nyan crocodile jal guest, visitor

pap  open land mat  meeting, agreement

ban  bedbug yac  load, burden

bak  crack lay  prayer

yan  cow méath  drink

wan  face, eye lak  dream, prophecy

wan  stream Jag  dinka person

kan  alcohol pat  oil

nyal girl, daughter kdk  phlegm, throat mucus

par  open water, lake jar  Dbelch, burp

gak  peel, skin (of fruit) tith  mould, forge

wac  aunt, father’s sister kdr  branches

thal  early or late sun

jak  pelican, bird type

nak  pus

kath  waterhole

wat  relative (blood relative or in-law)

day  elder, older person

dap  lazy person

dap  birth

yak  famine, drought, dry period

pan  swamp area

gat  son, child, baby

mac fire

bany wealth

gal  newly cultivated ground

thar  waist

kam middle of something

nyan caterpillar

The following words have the vowel aa or .

aa a4

gaak jaws giadk wing

yaar  plank of wood gdar  scars on forehead

daan  palate, top of mouth padth illness

kaak field, garden wadn way, place, method

baac  calf (of leg) raal  muscle

maar relative by blood madl wealth

kaar  background information jaal  trip, journey, movement
thdadny side of body, other side
kddang proverb
pidth hope
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The following words have the vowel e or €.

the vowels e and €.

Say each of these words and listen to the sound of

e &
rek pen (of cows) ek word, speaking
mer tear (of eye) gém  cheek
pen town ger back (of body or something)
dep trap mél  oath, promise
rel termite mound yér river, lake
del goat cek wife
jeth scorpion cér bright star, morning star
rel fox cél elbow
nyet rib 1€l net for carrying container
cen strap j€p axe
débél eagle
deékér hot season

The following words have the vowel ee or €€.

ee €€

teer playing téér  chicken

keeth cow urine bé€l  sorghum, dura
teet hand 1ééth  begging

weer blessing réét  razor

ceer morning star méek kindness

neer wrapping

yeeth money

teen music, beating of drum

The following words have the vowel € or &.

£ £
nep burn something nék  kill, murder someone
ken groan (with pain) kén  give
keth bile, gall, rusting céth  excrement, feces
pen towns (pl) pém  rock, mountain
yém  thigh
thek  bull with twisted horns
dér centre, middle
wéth  buttock
kér net for tishing
l€c semen
kény  debt
cét colour (general)
cél fish type
théc  dew
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cén day
WEt belief

The following words have the vowel eg or €€.

€€ (33

keet walking stick kEEt falcon, hawk
geer  fence WEEr  night

geeth  brightness weéer  dung

theem #rying, testing néér  maternal uncle

géém  midwife
mééth  friend
weEl  herbs, medicine, drugs

The following words have the vowel e or e.

e €
nep  [/ight, ignite something nep burn something
ket swim ken  groan (with pain)
rek  pen (of cows) keth  bile, gall, rusting
pen town pen towns (pl)

mer  tear (of eye)

dep trap

rel termite mound

del goat

jeth  scorpion

rel fox

nyet  rib

cen strap

The following words have the vowel ee or ee.

ee ee

teer playing keet walking stick
keeth  cow urine geer  fence

teet hand geeth  brightness
weer  blessing theem trying, testing

ceer morning star

neer wrapping

yeeth  money

teen music, beating of drum

The following words have the vowel € or €.

& E

cél elbow \ cél  fish type
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gém
ger
mél
yér
cek
cer
1€l
jep
1€k
débél
dekér

cheek

back (of body or something)
oath, promise

river, lake

wife

bright star, morning star
net for carrying container
axe

word, speaking

eagle

hot season

CEn
céth

yém
thek
dér

wéth

kény
cEt
théc
WwEL

The following words have the vowel &€ or €.

day
excrement, feces

pé€m  rock, mountain

thigh

bull with twisted horns
centre, middle

buttock

kér  net for fishing
lEc  semen

debt

colour (general)
dew

belief

& £
teéeér chicken wE€Er  night
béél sorghum, dura wEEr  dung
1€€th begging kg€t  falcon, hawk
réét razor né€r  maternal uncle
méek  kindness géém  midwife
mééth  friend
wé€El  herbs, medicine, drugs

The following words have the vowel i or i.

i

dir
jic
dit
dit
cil
piny
rit
lip
cir
nyith

i
cricket insect dir
stomach jic
song tic
bird tik
rhino tik
ground, land pi
ebony tree ric
tongue
sea, wide river
brain

bump (in ground)

leaf, ear
feast

cloudy day

chin
water

beam, rafter

The following words have the vowel ii or i.

ii

tiil
diit

il
rings, irons (pl) thiin
birds (pl) riiy

liim

tiit

breast
meat

messenger
mahogany tree
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tiit understand s.m. pitk  push something
tiip  hit something

riiln  run something

liip wait for something
ciim  kiss someone

niin  sleep something
ciir discuss something
jiit mark something
ciil slice something

biir  spear (v.in) tiic  be tight

liip  hear, listen diit  be big (in size)
liin  sink
ciim beat

The following words have the vowel o or 6.

0 0
kok  bribe kok  hole in log
nop message por  road, path
lol  valley thol  wall
kom bark (of tree), shell (of groundnut) | dor  tribe
gok  quiver, bag of arrows kot  shield
yon  opening, hole yot  hut, room
doth virgin mok  buffalo
thot wooden peg tok  Jaugh
jok  dog
kok  migration
ol voice
bom  Aump (of cow)
bol  flame
kor  fighting, arguing

The following words have the vowel oo or 66.

00 00
door  peace boor  full moon
goon  hospitality for guests 1606y  tool of witchdoctor
nooy  wedding coor  blindness
rook  molar tooth dhook leopard skin
606y  rule

The following words have the vowel 9 or 3.

) \ 5
nok feather dsk river
dom defending n3p tig
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jok
jok
kom
dhol
loc
gol
dot
yor

back (of something)
magic, god

stool, chair

boy

heart

brye, corral, pen
vagina

swamp area

yal arm

yok peg, stake
r3th armpit
th3l snake

jor forest

ds thing

The following words have the vowel 9o or 33.

2 35

cool call, invite someone g331 boast, brag something
yooC buy something t33n advise someone

yool cough something 1551 rest something

(Valaly make someone blind k33m  beat, thresh something
jook begin something 133y oppress someone
kooc sew something

cool announce k35r spread out

gool be new yadl hit, strike

toon Jjump

doom catch (in air)

noon take away

joom wind

koor forearm

The following words have the vowel o or 9.

0 5

kom bark (of tree), shell (of groundut) | kom stool, chair

kok  bribe nok  feather

nop message dom defending

lol  valley jok  back (of something)

gok quiver, bag of arrows jok  magic, god

yon  opening, hole dhol  boy

doth virgin loc  heart

thot wooden peg gol  brye, corral, pen
dot  vagina
yor  swamp area

The following words have the vowel 00 or 90.

00 2

book  offer something jook  begin something
nooy  bring something cool  call, invite someone
noop send something yooc  buy something
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gool  be around gyl  be new
door  mediate, intercede cool  announce
jook  begin toon  jump
koot  dry doom catch (in air)
root cry nooy  take away
goon  hospitality for guests joom  wind

door  peace koor  forearm
The following words have the vowel 6 or 3.

0 5

thol wall th3l snake
kok hole in log dsk river

por road, path ndp fig

dor tribe yok peg, stake
kot shield r3th armpit
yot hut, room yal arm
mok buftalo jor forest
tok laugh ds thing
jok dog

kok migration

rol voice

bom hump (of cow)

bol flame

kor tighting, arguing

The following words have the vowel 66 or 33.

00 55

g0ool surround something 2551 boast, brag something

go0r want, desire something 33 advise someone

koot dry something 1351 rest something

166m  borrow, take something k33m  beat, thresh something
13y oppress someone

door mediate, intercede k35r spread out

doon  dry y33l hit, strike

The following words have the vowel u or o.

u 0

bul drum, dance lol  valley

thuny nasal mucus nop message

tun branch (of tree) | kom bark (of tree), shell (of groundut)
tun horn (of animal) | gok  quiver, bag of arrows

pul  pool yon  opening, hole

mun  dirt, soil doth virgin
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tut male thot wooden peg
luk court case kok  bribe

dut grass
wum  nose

mut spear type
wut  ostrich
bur camp

tur dust

cul penis

rum  club, stick
dul bundle
luth  mud fish

The following words have the vowel uu or oo.

uu 00

duur  eloping door peace

tuut bull gooy hospitality for guests
luum  gossiper noon wedding

muuth darkness rook molar tooth

ruu knot, tying

guu bee

Exercise 7

Carefully read and say the test words between the lines below. The bold vowel in the middle
of each test word may or may not be written correctly. Test the sound of the bold vowel by
comparing it with the vowel sound in the words on the left and right. If the sound for the bold
vowel is the same as in the word on the left, write the word correctly with that vowel. If the
sound for the bold vowel is the same as in the word on the right, write the word correctly with
that vowel. The first one has been done as an example.

Test Word Write correctly
dap elder méac  family pat oil mac
dap elder méth  drink pat oil
dap elder kar branches pat oil
dag elder jal guest, visitor pat oil
kaak  field kaary  proverb padath  illness
kaak  field badc  calf (of leg) padth  illness
kaak  field maidl wealth nadth  illness
jeth scorpion | cén strap J€p axe
jeth scorpion | c€k wife jép axe
jeth scorpion | rel termite mound jép axe
jeth scorpion | gem  cheek jép axe
yeeth money |reet  razor teéer chicken
yeeth money | b€€l  sorghum, dura teéer chicken
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yeeth money | kéeth cow urine teéer chicken
keth  rusting | kény  debt yém  thigh
keth  rusting | kép groan (with pain) | yém thigh
keth  rusting |thec  dew yém thigh
geer  fence theem frying, testing mééth  friend
geer fence wér  dung mééth  friend
jeth scorpion | ket swim keth  rusting
jeth scorpion | rel fox keth  rusting
jeth scorpion | nep burn something | keth  rusting
jeth scorpion | pen towns (pl) keth  rusting
yeeth money |keet — walking stick geer  fence
yeeth  money | teet hand geer  fence
yeeth money | ceer  morning star geer  fence
jép axe yér river, lake yém  thigh
jép axe 1&c semen yém  thigh
jép axe cél elbow yém  thigh
teer chicken | g€€m midwife mééth  fiiend
teer chicken | wé€ér  night mééth  fiiend
teer chicken | mé€k kindness mééth  fiiend
lip fongue | tic feast jic ear

lip tongue | rit ebony tree jic ear

lip tongue | tik chin jic ear

lip tongue | jic stomach jic ear
diit birds thiin  breast riiy meat
diit birds tiil rings, irons (pl) | riin meat
diit birds tiit mahogany tree 11y meat
doth  virgin lol valley jok dog
doth  virgin por road, path jok dog
doth  virgin bol flame jok dog
noon  wedding | coor  blindness dhook  skin
noon  wedding | 160k  molar tooth dhook skin
yor swamp | jor forest n3p fig

yor swamp | kdm  stool, chair n3p tig
yor swamp | yol arm ndp fig

yor swamp | jok magic, god n3p fig
koor  forearm | noy oppress someone | thd3l  snakes
koor  forearm | joom  wind th33l  snakes
koor  forearm | kd3r  forearm th33]1  snakes
doth  virgin thot wooden peg yor swamp
doth  virgin nok  feather yor swamp
doth virgin nop message yor swamp
doth  virgin dhol  boy yor swamp
noon  wedding | goony  hospitality koor  forearm
noon  wedding | yooc  buy something koor  forearm
noon  wedding | door  peace koor  forearm
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jok dog dar tribe ydp tig

jok dog roth  armpit ndp fig

jok dog ol voice n3p fig
dhook skin 135m  borrow, take s.m. | thd33l  snakes
dhook skin k33m  beat, thresh s.m. |th331  snakes
dut grass guk quiver, bag doth  virgin
dut grass dol bundle doth  wirgin
muuth darkness | tuut  bull noon  wedding

Long and short vowels

The words gak ‘peel, skin (of fruit)” and gaak ‘jaw’ have different vowel sounds. The vowel in
gaak ‘jaw’ takes longer to say than the vowel in gak ‘peel, skin’. The vowel in gaak ‘jaw’ is a
long vowel and the vowel in gak ‘peel, skin’ is a short vowel.

Each of the 13 Reel vowels can be short or long. We write long vowels with doubled vowel

Long vowels

letters.
Short vowels

a |dag elder aa | kaak
a|pit oil ad | paath
e | jeth scorpion ee | yeeth
€ |jép axe ée | téer
e | keth rusting ge | geer
g | yém thigh €€ | mé€th
i|lip tongue ii | diit
1| jic ear | riip
o | doth virgin 00 | NooY
0 | jok dog 00 | dhook
o0 | yor swamp area | 99 | koor
5 | 93p fig 55 | th351
u | dut grass uu | muuth

field, garden
illness
money
chicken
fence
friend

birds (pl)
meat
wedding
leopard skin
forearm
snakes (pl)
darkness

The following words have the vowel a or aa. Say each of these words and listen to the sound
of the vowels a and aa.

a aa

gak  peel, skin (of fiuit) | gaak jaws

thar  waist yaar  plank of wood

ban bedbug daan palate, top of mouth
nak pus kaak field, garden

mac fire baac calf (of leg)

nyal girl, daughter maar relative by blood

par  open water, lake kaar  background information
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The following words have the vowel & or 4.

i a3

jal guest, visitor jaal  trip, journey, movement
kik  phlegm, throat mucus | gidk  wing

jar belch, burp gddr  scars on forehead

mith  drink naith illness

cany heel (of foot) wadn way, place, method
nar  bean raal  muscle

kiar  branches mail  wealth

lag  prayer kddan proverb

Jan  dinka person thady side of body, other side
taith  mould, forge paiath Aope

The following words have the vowel e or ee.

e ee
mer tear (of eye) neer wrapping

dep trap keeth  cow urine

nyet rib teet hand

rel fox teer playing

rel termite mound ceer morning star

del goat weer  blessing

jeth scorpion yeeth  money

cen strap teen music, beating of drum

The following words have the vowel € or &€.

€ &

cér  bright star, morning star | téér  chicken

mél oath, promise bé€l  sorghum, dura
jép axe 1eééth  begging

1€k  word, speaking réét  razor

cek wife méek  kindness

The following words have the vowel € or ee.

£ | ee

keth bile, gall, rusting geeth brightness
pen towns (pl) theem trying, testing
nep burn something peen fall

kep groan (with pain)

The following words have the vowel € or €.
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£ g€

cét  colour (general) | k€€t falcon, hawk

dér  centre, middle | weér  night

kér  net for fishing | wéEér  dung

yém  thigh g€€m  midwife

wéth  buttock mééth  friend

cél  fish type we€l  herbs, medicine, drugs
cén day ngér  maternal uncle

The following words have the vowel i or ii.

i ii

cil  rhino tiill  rings, irons (pl)
dit  bird diit  birds (pl)

lin  hear something | riiy run something
min wink something | niin sleep something
bir  spear something | ciir  discuss something
bil  Jick something | ciil slice something
rin run liilg  [Jisten

The following words have the vowel 1 or ii.

i

i

tik chin tiit  mahogany tree
jic  [leaf, ear liim messenger

tic feast riily  meat

dir  bump (in ground) thiin  breast

ric straighten, stretch something | piilk  push something

The following words have the vowel o or 0o.

0 | 00

yon  opening, hole goon hospitality for guests
kom bark (of tree), shell (of groundut) | noony wedding
lol  valley door peace

gok quiver, bag of arrows rook molar tooth
The following words have the vowel 6 or 66.

0 00

dor  tribe boor  full moon

kok  migration dhook /leopard skin

bom hAump (of cow) |106y  rule

bol  flame 166y  fool of witchdoctor

kor  fighting, arguing | coor  blindness
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The following words have the vowel 9 or 20.

a) 2

dom catch something (in air) cool  call, invite someone
loc choose something yooc  buy something

non  take away something yool  cough something
lok winnow something jook  begin something
kok  pay something kooc  sew something

lor be empty gl  be new

don  be old noon  take away

kom  stool, chair joom  wind

yor  swamp area koor  forearm

The following words have the vowel 3 or 33.

kdr  spread something out k35m  beat, thresh something
ndy  be poor Y33l hit, strike

The following words have the vowel u or uu.

u | uu
dut grass tuut bull
tur  dust duur  eloping

rum club, stick | luum  gossiper
luth mud fish | muuth darkness

Exercise 8

Carefully read and say the test words between the lines below. The bold vowel in the middle
of each test word may or may not be written correctly. Test the sound of the bold vowel by
comparing it with the vowel sound in the words on the left and right. If the sound for the bold
vowel is the same as in the word on the left, write the word correctly with that vowel. If the
sound for the bold vowel is the same as in the word on the right, write the word correctly with
that vowel. The first one has been done as an example.

Test Word Write correctly

dayg elder yar plank of wood kaak  field yaar

dan  elder nyal  girl, daughter kaak  field

dan elder naak  pus kaak  field

niat  oil maidth drink paath  illness

pit  oil ral muscle padth  iliness

nat  oil nar bean nadth  illness

nit  oil gak wing naath  illness

jeth  scorpion | reel fox yeeth  money
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jeth  scorpion | teey  music, beating yeeth  money
jeth  scorpion | ceer  morning star yeeth  money
jép  axe 1€k word, speaking teer chicken
jép  axe rét razor teéer chicken
keth rusting | peen  fall geer  fence
keth rusting | theem trying, testing geer fence
keth rusting | peen  towns (pl) geer fence
keth rusting | nep burn something geer  fence
yém  thigh cél tish type mééth  friend
yém  thigh gém  midwife mééth  friend
yém thigh céén day mééth  friend
lip tongue | liiy hear something diit birds

lip  fongue | ciir discuss something diit birds

lip  fongue |cil slice something diit birds

lip  fongue |rip run diit birds

jic  ear diir bump (in ground) riin meat

jic ear it mahogany tree I1in meat

jic  ear titk chin riiy meat

jic ear liim  messenger 111 meat
doth wvirgin Yoy opening, hole nooy  wedding
doth wvirgin rok molar tooth nooy  wedding
doth wvirgin kom  bark, shell noon  wedding
doth wvirgin dor peace nooy  wedding
jok  dog boor  full moon dhook  skin

jok  dog 161 rule dhook  skin

jok  dog bom  Aump (of cow) dhook  skin

jok  dog koOr  fighting, arguing dhook  skin

yor swamp | koom stool, chair koor  forearm
yor  swamp | lor be empty koor  forearm
yor swamp | gol be new koor  forearm
ndp fig kd5m  beat, thresh something | th3dl  snakes (pl)
ndp fig nd3y  be poor th33l  snakes (pl)
dut  grass dur eloping muuth darkness
dut  grass tur dust muuth darkness
dut  grass tuut bull muuth darkness
dut  grass luuth  mud fish muuth darkness

Vowels i, 1 and u before and after other vowels

The vowels i, i and u often come before or after other vowels. In the following chart, all
possible ways that i, T is with other vowels are shown. Read each word carefully and listen to
the sound of the vowels together. All vowels in the same syllable are breathy, or all vowels in
the same syllable are non-breathy.
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Short vowels

Long vowels

i, 1 before i, T after i, 1 before i, 1 after
ia | dhiac  bruise ai | pai month iaa | nhiaal god aai |taai  open place
id | pidr cloud ai | kai  first born | 1aa | diddth old cloth | &ai | gdadi surprise
ie | ruei saliva ei | nei persons iee | cieen /Jast word | eei | yieei spirit
i€ | ri€c rat € | d&i hammer |1i€€ | li€€p tongues &8 | rééi rats
ie | nhiem charcoal | €i | tei  stick iee | mieeth root eei | —
i€ | thi€n  antelope | €1 | W€ camp ieg | digét elder €61 | g€€i  surprise s.m.
io | riop claw oi | loi choice ioo | — 00i | —
i6 | riop claws O | 161  umb. cord | 160 | thiool  fats 001 | YOOI  Aip
io | thiol  far oi | yoi buy oo | — 00i | yooi run
I | ti5 those 51 | rudi maggot 195 | li5sk earthworm | 331 | luddi work

In the following chart,

all possible ways that u is with other vowels are shown. Read each

word carefully and listen to the sound of the vowels together.

Short vowels

Long vowels

u before u after u before u after
ua | kuac  Jeopard | au | dau  heifer uaa | ruaal incest aau | baau  cracks
ud | rud in-law | du | ndu  sour milk | uad | guddr  my father ddu | kdau  hole
ue | ruei saliva |eu |teu  [life uee | rueet pregnancy | eeu | keeu  be drunk
ué | cuér thief |é&u | kuéu roach uéé | kuéér  paddie éu | —
ue | kuel  star eu | keu cackle uee | kueem  break out geu | —-
ué | guék  neck gu | yi€u spell UEE | nuéér body g8u | 1€€u  ferment s.m.
ui | cuic  hoofs |iu | — uii | cuii soup iiu | —
ui | yuic head |Tu |—- uil | yuiir venom iu | —
uo | luok  mouse |ou|jou  chest uoo | thuoom Aharp oou | roou  sadness
ud | bou  herd ou | — udo | koou bribes oou | —-
uo | ruok  kidney |ou |rou  hippo ud0 | muodny  conversation | 9ou | joou  gods
ud | pudny body |Bu|cdu termite | udd | thuddm spirit 35u | puddu air pump

Other words with vowels ia, ai, iaa, aai are shown below. Read each word carefully and listen

to the sound of the vowels.

ia iaa

dhiac  bruise nhiaal god

nhiam front (of something) | tiaar  flours, doughs (pl)
nhian festicle

tiar flour, asida dough

bia light

ai aai

pai month, moon taai open place, clearing
yai Jjoy, rejoicing

wai vulture
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kuai
ruai

descendant, seed
speech, discourse

jt:! 144

piar  scar, cloud didath rag, old cloth
pidl  insult piadl  insults (pl)
thiadk neighbour middl knees (pl)
bidath pumpkin thiddu neighbours (pl)
lia death

ai aal

kd1  first born child | gddl  surprise

Words with vowels ie, €i, iee, eei are shown below.

ie iee
ruei  saliva cieen /last word of dying person
guei  giraftes (pl) cieeth winnowing
dhiei bruises (pl) nhieer /Jove
thieec request
thieei  stick, club of ebony
yieei  spirit, breath
ei eei
nei  bodies, persons (pl) | thieei  stick, club of ebony
kuei /eopards (pl) yieei  spirit, breath

i€ 1€€

riéc  rat lieép tongues (pl)
nhiér furtle rié€i  rats (pl)
yi€i  life, soul, spirit

&€ &ei

déi  hammer rié€i  rats (pl)

1&1 tooth

yi€i  life, soul, spirit

Words with vowels ig, €i, iee are shown below.

i€

] iee

nhiem charcoal

\ jieer

shoulder blade
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tiel ring, iron mieeth root
yiet finger, toe cieen  tradition, custom
liet sand rieem  blood
pieth  growth, growing | cieel earwax
ticer clitoris
€i
tei stick
bei pain
kei vision

i€ iE€

thi€n  antelope, gazelle dig€t  elder, something big, important
nhi€ém fur, hair ji€ét  decoration

miéth  crop, resource, food yigér  paint

yigl forest diger  pig

tigt traditional religion, magician | ni€én  day

yigu  spell, curse Ci€én  intestine

nigu  co-wife Cié€n  home, land

Ti€1 canoe, boat nyi€€l python

&1 g€l

WET clan name, cattle camp g€El  surprise someone
mél dry season, winter

mET labor pains

1€1 animal

juél fever

161 canoe, boat

Words with vowels io, oi are shown below.

io

riop claw, fingernail
lion pot hole, sloping ground

oi

loi  choice
boi  fears (pl)

Words with vowels 16, 6i, 160, 00i are shown below.

10 100
1iop claws, fingernails (pl) | ciodu  footprint, sole, leg
jiou dogs (pl) thiool fats (pl)
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o1 001
161 umbilical cord yooi  hip
booi  fear

Words with vowels i9, 9i, 99i are shown below.

i0

thiol  fat

ol 20i

yoi  buy|looi choose
yooi run

jbo)

ti3  those (near hearer)

)

rudi maggot, worm in meat | lu35i

work

Words with vowels ua, au, uaa, aau are shown below.

ua uaa

ruath steer, young male cow ruaal  incest
duar Ahunting yuaal  wisker (of cat, dog)
tuan  wailing, ululating tuaany sickness
guan swelling

rual  herd, group (rats, bufifalos)

dual  veil

lual  weaver bird

kuac  /leopard

kuai descendant, seed

ruai  speech, discourse

au aau

dau  heifer, young female cow | baau  cracks (pl)
kau  bride

Words with vowels ui, du, udéd, 4du are shown below.
ui | uiid

rud in-law, brother-in-law | gudar my father
kudth  bone marrow
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au ‘ ddu

ndu  sour milk ladu  dreams, prophesies (pl)
diu  rivers (pl) kddau  pit, hole

Words with vowels ue, eu, uee, eeu are shown below.

ue uce

ruei saliva rueet  pregnancy
kueeth cockroaches (pl)

cu ccu

teu life keeu  be drunk
theu menstrual period

Words with vowels ué, éu, uéé are shown below.

ué uée

cuér thief kuéér paddle, oar
ku€l amulet, charm, fetish | cuéér thieves (pl)
guéc giraffe

ku€u cockroach

€u

kuéu cockroach

Words with vowels ue, eu, uee are shown below.

ue uee
kuel star kueem break out
cuec hoof

tuey knot, dart spot in wood

€u

keu cackle (like chicken)

ué ugg
tugk  harvest season dugéény paralyzed person
guék  neck nuéér  body, corpse, person

cuény liver

ruéth  chief, lord

jugk  cow udder, hernia
juél tail

kuén  food
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juéi fever

gu €€u
yiguw  spell, curse 1€€u ferment something
nyiéu co-wife gé€u make someone late

Words with vowels ui, uii are shown below.

ui | uii

cuic  hoofs (pl) cuii soup
rui  maggots, worms (pl)
lvi  works (pl)

Words with vowels ui, uii are shown below.

ui | wii

yuic head | yuiir  venom, posion of snake
Words with vowels uo, ou, uoo, oou are shown below.

uo uoo

luok  mouse thuoom harp instrument

duon  mortar, pounding pot
kuoth rain

thuok mouth, language, message
tuol  smoke

ou oou

jou chest roou dissapointment

cou  bridegroom, husband
Words with vowels 6u, 66u are shown below.

ou | 66u

bou herd (of cows) | koou  bribes (pl)

1ou  rejected person | ciodu  footprint, sole, leg
you monies (pl)

Words with vowels 19, su, us9, 9ou are shown below.

uo uoo
ruok kidney muoody conversation
tuor  flower duool  folding (cloth)

buoc abdomen, outer stomach
guoy guinea fowl
buol  hare, rabbit
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tuon egg

buoc coward

cuou urine

ou 20U

rou  hippo joou gods (pl)
lou bamboo

cuou urine

Words with vowels u3, 3u, ud3, 55u are shown below.

ud udd

pudny  body thuddm  ghost, spirit

gudp  skin lussu abscess, infection on skin

lusth  fetus, clotted blood tudsl initiation (of girl)

mudk  mole, small animal lussi work

pudth  dowry, marriage thuddsny wood, tree trunk

mudl  knee ludsr reception

nyudm seseme paste cuddt stump

cudt splinter. sliver ruddn year

nudl crowd nyuddth point (of something)

bust wound, sore buddm  strength, force

rudi maggot, worm in meat | gud3r elephant

thudu  end (of something) yuddr ankle
puddu  bellow, air pump for fire
tuddu  playing (of child)

Su 55u

cdu termite, white ant puddu  bellow, air pump for fire

thudu  end (of something) tuddu  playing (of child)

We have the following spelling rule for breathy vowels together in the same syllable.

Spelling rule 2: All vowels in the same syllable (beat) are breathy, or all vowels in the same
syllable are non-breathy. Breathy and non-breathy vowels are never mixed in the same syllable.
However, u is never breathy, and can be in the same syllable with breathy vowels or in the

same syllable with non-breathy vowels.

Non-breathy Breathy

pai month, moon pidr  scar, cloud

nhieer /love riééi  rats (pl)

nhiem charcoal thi€n  antelope, gazelle
riop claw, fingernail | 1idp  claws, fingernails (pl)
thiol  far tid those (near hearer)
dual  veil kudth  bone marrow

ruei saliva cur  thief
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kuel star
cuii soup
luok  mouse
ruok  kidney
Exercise 9

tugk  harvest season

yuiir  venom, posion of snake
bou herd (of cows)

pudny body

Carefully read and say each test word below. The vowels may or may not be written correctly.
To know the correct vowels, compare the vowel sounds of the words below with those in the
lists above. Write the word correctly in the space given. The first one is done as an example.

Test Word Write correctly | Test Word Write correctly
tiaar flour tiar guéi giraffes (pl)
bidth pumpkin yi€i lite, spirit
didth rag, old cloth riéei rats (pl)
yieei spirit, breath yieet  finger, toe
kai tirst born rieem  blood

taai open place bei pain

nigu co-wife nién day

1€€1 animal liooy  pot hole

boi fears (pl) jiou dogs (pl)
yo0i hip thiol fat

yooi run 1155k  earthworm
ruoi maggot gudn  swelling

kau bride tuaany sickness
kuidth bone marrow teu life

laat dreams (pl) kueeth cockroaches (pl)
cuéer thieves (pl) kueu  cockroach
kuel star cuény liver

nyi€l co-wife duény /lame person
cuic hoofs (pl) cuii soup

yuic head yuiir  snake venom
tuol smoke coou husband
thuoom harp you monies (pl)
ciodu footprint tuor flower

jd5u gods (pl) rudn year

thudu end gudl crowd

Vowels i, 1 and u at the end of words

The consonants w, y can be at the beginning and middle of words, but never at the end of
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words.

Word beginning | Word middle Word end
Ww | wéér  night |peweer famine |—-
wan eye away  tobacco

Yy |yiél forest | ayak lion —-
yuic  head ayaian  wrestling

Instead the vowels u, i, T are at the end of words.

Word end

Uu|jou chest
kddu pit, hole

Ii |tei  stick
taai  open place, clearing

171 |18 animal

Yyooi  hip

So, we have the following spelling rule for these consonants and vowels at the end of words.
Spelling Rule 3a: At the end of words, write u and i, 1 instead of y and w.

Correct ‘ Wrong ’

kau kaw bride
bei bey pain
déi déy hammer

Sometimes the letter —€ is added to the end of a noun to make a plural noun. The singular noun
bou ‘herd’ becomes plural when the letter —€ is added, as in bow€ ‘lazy persons’. At the end of
the noun bou ‘herd’, we write the vowel u instead of the consonant w. There is only one
syllable (beat) in the singular noun béu ‘herd’, but there are two syllables in the plural noun
bowe ‘lazy persons’. In bowe, the vowels 6 and € are in two separate syllables (beats). We need
the consonant w to separate these two vowels in the separate syllables. So in the plural noun
bowe ‘lazy persons’, we write w instead of u. When the plural letter —€ is added to nouns
ending in i or 1, we write the letter y instead of i or 1.

Singular noun Plural noun
u | bou herd w | bowé herds
cdu termite cOwWe termites
agau grass agaweé grasses
puddu air pump puddwe air pumps
raaljioou rainbow raaljioowé rainbows
i|yai Jjoy y | yayé joys
taai open place taayé open places
i|juéi fever y | juddyé fevers
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\acécu‘fi whip ] ]acécusayé whips

Sometimes the letter —€ is added to the end of a noun to show it possesses or has a close
relationship with the noun before it. The noun thudu ‘end (of something)’ has has the letter —&
when it possesses another noun, as in waén thuwé ‘place of end’. At the end of the common
noun thudu ‘end’, we write the vowel u instead of the consonant w. But in wéién thuwé ‘place of
end’ the vowels u and € are in two separate syllables (beats). We need the consonant w to
separate these two vowels in the separate syllables. So in the possessor noun thuwé ‘lazy
persons’, we write w instead of u. When the plural letter —€ is added to possessor nouns ending
in i or 1, we write the letter y instead of i or 1.

Common noun Noun possessing another noun
u | thudu end (of something) | w | widn thuwé place of end
i|tei stick y | widn tey€  place of stick
yai  joy wadn yayé  place of joy
taai  clearing wadn tay€  place of clearing
i |kat first born child y | widn k€y€  place of first born child
booi  fear wadn booye place of fear
gidi  surprise wadn ge€ye  place of surprise
ludsi  work widn luuyé  place of work
rudi  maggot wadn ruy€  place of maggot

We have the following spelling rule for the vowel u, i, i when the letter —& is added.

Spelling Rule 1b: In-between vowels in two different syllables (beats), write y and w instead of
iandu.

Correct | Wrong Correct Wrong

ciu cow termite thudu thudw end (of something)
cowe coué termites wiadn thuwé | widn thuué | place of end

yai yay Jjoy tei tey stick

yayé yaié Jjoys wadn tey€ | wédn tei€ | place of stick

juéi jugy fever kai kay tirst born child

juddye | juaaieé | fevers wadn kéyé | widn k€i€ | place of first born child

Exercise 10

Carefully read and say each test word below. The bold letter in each test word may or may not
be written correctly. Write the word correctly in the space given. The first one is done as an
example.

Test Word Write correctly | Test Word Write correctly
aiak lion ayak bey pain

wiadn booye place of fear puddué air pumps

tew life yooi run
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auar tobacco loy umbilical cord

you monies (pl) acécueeyé  whips

€1 canoe, boat wadn thuwé place of end

agaué grasses 1€1 animal

wadn luui€é  place of work taaye open places

baau cracks (pl) widn yai€  place of joy
Tone

Some words sound the same except for tone. We now learn about these words.

Tone is how High or Low the sound of the syllable is, or how the sound rises or falls. The
noun rel ‘fox’ has High tone and rel ‘termite mound’ has Low tone. Do you hear this difference?

Below are other words that differ only by tone. There are only a few nouns that differ only by
tone. A noun is a person, animal, place, thing, or idea.

Singular nouns (H = High, L = Low, HL = High-Low)

H | rel fox n|L |rel termite mound n
H | tik chin n|L |tk cloudy day n
H | wéér  night n|L |wé&r dung n
H | maar relative by blood n | HL | maar  my mother n.pos

There are many nouns that differ from verbs only by tone. A verb is an action, movement,
change, or state. Verbs sometimes have an object—a receiver of the action. Verbs that have an
object are called transitive verbs (v.tr). Verbs that do not have an object are called intransitive
verbs (v.in). Verb that do not have a different form when they have or do not have an object
are just called verbs (v).

transitive verb | (1) Nuégr goor be di/ye bak. Person wants to cut open a thing/him.
intransitive verb | (2) Nuégér goor be bak. Person wants to cut open.

The verbs below can take the place of bak ‘cut open’ in either (1) or (2) above.

Nouns and verbs (H = High, L = Low, dH = downstepped High, which sounds like Mid)

bak crack n bak cut open \%

H L

H | daap laziness n|L daap bear, give birth to v.tr
H | gaai surprise n|dH | gaai surprise v.in
H | jigét decoration n | dH | jigét mark (ground) v.in
H | kit first born child n|dH | ka1 mentrate, be weak v.in
H | padth  Aope n |dH | paith hope v.in
H | teey music, beating of drum n | dH | teen play, knock v.in
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There are two nouns that differ from numbers only by tone. A number tells how many of a

noun there is.

Nouns and numbers

H
H

rou fwo num
weEl fen num

L | rou  thirst n
L | wégl herb, medicine, drub n

There are four nouns that differ in singular and plural form only by tone.

Singular and plural nouns

Singular Plural
L | wéth buttock H wéth buttocks
L | I& animal H 1€1 animals
L | kuai seed, descendant H kuai seeds, descendants
H | cou husband, bridegroom | L cou husbands, bridegrooms

There are a few pronouns that differ only by tone. A pronoun takes the place of a noun.

Subject pronoun \ (3) Ayak juii nuéér Lion is seeing person
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H | weer blessing n|dH | weer bless, praise v.in
L | cep strap n | H cen wear \%

L | mut spear type n | H mut pierce \%

L | bul drum, dance n|H bul roast s.m. v.tr
L | door  peace n | H door mediate, intercede for s.m.  Vv.tr
L | gol brye, corral, pen n|H gol renew S.m. v.tr
L | jak pelican bird n|H jak feel s.m. v.tr
L | Iok belly button n | H 16k reject, refuse s.m. v.tr
L |loc heart n | H loc choose s.m. v.tr
L | mééth  friend, fiiendship n|H mégth greet s.m. v.tr
L | rek pen (of cows) n | H rek join s.m. v.tr
L | ruok kidney n|H ruok dress s.m. v.tr
L |teu life n | H teu live v.in
L | theu menstrual period n | H theu respect, avoid v.in
L |theem frying, testing n | H theem Iry, test, measure v.in
L | bei pain n | H bei have pain v.in
L | buddm strength, force n | H budsm be strong v.in
L |dap birth, lazy person n | H dap give birth v.in
L | [6u rejected, refused person  n | H 16u reject, refuse v.in
L | Iou bamboo n | H lou winnow, thrown in air v.in
L | pddath  illness, disease n |dH | pdith hope v.in
L | jaal trip, journey n |dH | jail walk v.in
L | guddr  elephant n |dH | gudsr follow v.in
L |ric beam, rafter n |dH |ric straighten, stretch s.m. v.tr
L | noon wedding n |dH | noon take, bring s.m. v.tr



ku juii ko nuéér. and we (not you) are seeing person.

Object pronoun (4) Ayak juii ko. Lion is seeing us (not you).
Prepositional pronoun | (5) Ku room war de ke ke. And his eyes meet with them.
Possessor pronoun (6) Ayak juii cien ke. Lion is seeing his homes.

The pronouns below can take the place of one of the underlined pronouns in (3-6) above.

Pronouns

H | ko we (not you) (subject) pron | L ko us (not you) (object)  pron
H | kon we (and you) (subject) pron | L kon us (and you ) (object) pron
H | ye you (pl) (subject) pron | L ye you (pl) (object) pron
H | ke (with) them pron | L ke his, her (plural noun) pron
H | ye (with) him, her pron | L ye (s)he (subject) pron
H |yl (with) you (sg) pron | L yi you (sg) (subject) pron

There are a few other words that differ only by tone.

Other words

H | ké my (plural noun) pron | L ké to prep
L | bor  white adj |H |bor singe, burn s.m. v.tr
H | thaar under, below prep | dH | thaar float v.in

There are also many transitive and intransitive verbs that differ only by tone.

transitive verb | (7) Nuéér goor be di/ye bak. Person wants to cut open a thing/him.
intransitive verb | (8) Nugér goor be bak. Person wants to cut open.

The verbs below can take the place of bak ‘cut open’ in either (7) or (8) above.

Transitive and intransitive verbs

H | bath  Joose s.m. v.tr | dH | bath loose v.in
H | baath push over s.m. v.tr | dH | baath push over v.in
H | cith  spits.m. v.tr | dH | cith spit v.in
H | cuuth impale s.m. v.tr | dH | cuuth impale v.in
H | dak  make s.m. tired v.tr | dH | dak be tired v.in
H | doth  wuproot, wean s.m. v.tr | dH | doth uproot, wean v.in
H | dhool pass, cross s.m. v.tr | dH | dhool cut v.in
H | gop snatch, seize s.m. v.itr |dH | gop snatch, seize v.in
H | jaan  skin s.m. v.tr | dH | jaan skin v.in
H | juooc chase s.m. v.tr | dH | juooc chase v.in
H | kéér  awaken s.m. v.itr | dH | kéér be awake v.in
H | lak wash s.m. v.ir | dH | lak dream v.in
H | lam curse s.m. v.ir |dH | lam curse v.in
H | laac  defecate s.m. v.tr | dH | laac defecate v.in
H | ladk  feed s.m. v.tr | dH | ladk insult v.in
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H | lddu  feed v.in | dH | lddu ferment v.in
H | leec  thank s.m. v.itr | dH | leec thank v.in
H | l&éth  beg s.m. v.tr | dH | 1&€th beg v.in
H | nep light, ignite s.m. v.tr |dH | nep light, ignite  v.in
H | nep burn s.m. v.itr |dH | nep burn v.in
H | noop send s.m. v.tr | dH | noop send v.in
H | pddr  make s.m. like v.tr | dH | pédr be like v.in
H | reet tear s.m. v.itr | dH | reet tear v.in
H | tet dig s.m. vir | dH | tet dig v.in
H | teen  play, knock on s.m. v.r | dH | teen play, knock  v.in
H | teer  argue, fight s.m. v.tr |dH | teer argue fight  v.in
H | teet withdraw s.m. v.itr | dH | teet withdraw v.in
H | thot  pull s.m. v.tr | dH | thot pull v.in
H | weer bless, praise s.m. v.tr | dH | weer bless, praise  v.in
H | yaak  plunder s.m. v.tr | dH | yaak plunder v.in
H | gum  heap, pile s.m. vir | L gum endure v.in
H | keeu make s.m. drunk v.itr | L keeu be dtrunk v.in
H | cool call, invite s.m. vitr | L cool announce v.in
H | réth arrive to, reach sm. v.tr |L réth arrive, reach v.in
L | nak carry s.m. (in bag) v.tr |dH | nak carry v.in

Some verbs that show opposite direction only differ by tone. The verb 166m ‘bringing’ in (9)
has Low tone, and the verb 166m ‘taking’ in (10) has High tone.

Towards | L | (9) Nuéér [00m gat.  Person is bringing child.
Away H | (10) Nugér 160m gat. Person is taking child.

In writing, it is important to show the difference in meaning made by tone. So far, there has not
been agreement on how to show the difference made by tone. Below are some of the ways that
tone could be shown in writing. The Reel community should choose the best option. Options 1-
3 have breathy marks above vowels (like 4). Options 4-6 have breathy marks below the vowels
(like a).

Low High Breathy | Low  High High  downst. | High High-Low
-High
Option 1 | a 'a a €1 &1 'doth  'doth 'maar 'maar
Option 2 | a 'a a 1€1 I'gi d'oth  do'th m'aar  m'aar
Option 3 | a a a 1€1 1€1 doth  doth maar maar
Option 4 | a a a lei 1€i doth doth maar maar
Option 5 | a a a 1&i 1€i déth doth maar maar
Option 6 | a a a 1&i 1€i doth doth maar maar
animal animals | uproot uproot | blood  my
s.m. relative mother
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Spelling Rules Reviewed

In this book, we have learned three spelling rules that help reading and writing. We now
review these rules. There are examples after each rule. The page number is shown where the
rule is further explained.

Spelling Rule 1a (page 13): At the end of words, write p, th, t, ¢, k instead of b, dh, d, j, g.

Correct | Wrong
lip lib tongue
wéth wédh | buttock

teet teed hand

baac baaj calf (of leg)
rook roog | molar tooth

o E;w:

Spelling Rule 1b (page 14): When the suffix —€ is added to the end of words, write p, th, t, c, k
instead of b, dh, d, j, g.

Correct Correct | Wrong
p | dap lazy person | dapé dabé lazy persons
th | méeth | friend méEthé | méedhe | fi7ends
t | réét razor rééte réédé | razors
c |ric rafter riicé riijé rafters
k | dhook | leopard skin | dhooké | dhooge | leopard skins
Correct Correct Wrong
p | tip pot hole | wiin tépé wain tébe place of pot hole
th | pudth | marriage | wain puthé | widn pudhé | place of marriage
t | yiet finger waan yité waidn yidé | place of finger
c | thieec | request | widn thi€écé | widn thi€ejé | place of request
k | kaak tield waidn kaaké | wiidn kaagé | place of field

Spelling Rule 1c (page 15): p, th, t, c,k and b, dh, d, j, g can all be at the beginning of words
and between vowels in other positions of words.

Correct Correct
p,b | pan swamp area | ban bedbug
th, dh | thol wall dhook | Jeopard skin
t,d |tap tobacco dap lazy person
Cj cou husband jou chest
k,g | kaak field, garden | gaak Jjaw

Correct ’ Correct ‘
p,b |apaal | knife abaar | orphan
th, dh | athak | pot adhaar | pot
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t,d atak something twisted | adan gun, bow

Cj acaar | fish ajaar basin
k,g | akal calt agak game

Spelling rule 2 (page 37): All vowels in the same syllable (beat) are breathy, or all vowels in
the same syllable are non-breathy. Breathy and non-breathy vowels are never mixed in the
same syllable. However, u is never breathy, and can be in the same syllable with breathy
vowels or in the same syllable with non-breathy vowels.

Non-breathy Breathy

pai month, moon | pidr  scar, cloud

nhieer /love ri€éi  rats (pl)

nhiem charcoal thi€n  antelope, gazelle

riop claw, fingernail | ti0p  claws, fingernails (pl)
thiol  far tid those (near hearer)
dual veil kudth  bone marrow

ruei saliva cuér  thief

kuel  star tugk  harvest season

cuii soup yuiir  venom, posion of snake
luok  mouse bou  herd (of cows)

ruok  kidney pudny body

Spelling Rule 3a (page 29): At the end of words, write u and i, 1 instead of y and w.

Correct ‘ Wrong ’

kau kaw bride
bei bey pain
déi déy hammer

Spelling Rule 1b (page 40): In-between vowels in two different syllables (beats), write y and w
instead of i and u.

Correct | Wrong Correct Wrong

cdu cow termite thudu thudw end (of something)
cOwe coué termites wadn thuwe | widn thuué | place of end

yai yay Jjoy tei tey stick

yayé yaié Jjoys wadn tey€ | wédn tei€ | place of stick

juéi jugy fever kai kay first born child

juddyé | juadi€ | fevers wadn ke€y€ | widn k€€ | place of first born child

Exercise 11
Carefully read and say each test word below. The bold letter in each test word may or may not

be written correctly. Write the word correctly in the space given. The first one is done as an
example.
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Test Word Write correctly | Test Word Write correctly
ddg  river dsk cuény liver
gaak field, garden keedh cow urine
baaw cracks (pl) yooi run
did bird (general) wain tobé place of tobacco
riijé  raffers wadn booi€  place of fear
taayé open places rigy canoe, boat
kai tirst born aduany crippled person
agag game yiisl crowd
yow  monies (pl) wadn thuué  place of end
1&i animal dapé lazy persons
nigl  co-wife wadn thi€éc€ place of request
bei pain acécueeye whips

Reel Word List

Below, singular words (one) and plural words (more than one) are in alphabetical order. The
tone is given for some words that have the same spelling. There are nouns (n), pronouns (pron),
verbs (v) and other word categories listed by the abbreviations below.

Word category abbreviations

adj = adjective describes a following noun

adv = adverb describes a verb

con = connector joins clauses, phrases or sentences

dem = demonstrative | points to or shows which noun is talked about

n = noun a person, animal, place, thing, or idea

n.sg = singular noun | a singular noun that has no plural form

n.pl = plural noun a plural noun tha has no singular form

num = number tells how many of a noun there are

part = particle word or affix that has a special use

prep = preposition introduces a noun phrase that describes a previous action

pron = pronoun takes the place of a noun or noun phrase

14 = verb a verb that has the same form when it
has or does not have an object

v.in = intranstive verb | a verb that does not have an object

v.tr = transitive verb | a verb that can have an object

Singular Tone Plural Tone

Aa

abaay abéggy n space, spot

abaar abar n orphan

acak acaau n flea, tick

acaar acar n fish

acécuil acécueeyé n whip
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adan
adéér
adol
aduany
adhaar
adhuur

agak
agook
agurbook
ajaar
ajaac
akaja
akal
alath
alualuaal
amé¢l
anyar)
anyinyi
anau
aneth
apaal
atak
atac
ater
ateel
atél
atéltou
athak
athéén
awarn
ayak
ayaan

Bb
bak
bak
ban
bany
bapieny
bar
baac
beel
bei
bei
bia

qnilanilgn

adéen

adoolé
adueenyé
adhéér
adhur

agdk

agurbooké
ajar

ajac
akajané
akaalé
alaath

anyiegn

aneeth
apal
ataau
atdc
ateer

atal
ataaltone
ath&gu

awané
ayaau
ayen

baau
bané
baar
bac
bel

bec

bia

adj

5 B

BB BBBBB8B227-

dv

o

5B B8 B BB BBBBDBDBBB

dv

=R
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weapon
behaviour

brown

crippled person

pot

hammer for pounding stakes, made of
wood or horn

game

monkey

onion

water basin made of wood
bird glue for trapping, birdlime
donkey

calf

cloth, thread

dawn

sheep

chisel tool

hyena

cat

broth

knife

twisted thing (fish, leaves into mat)
spice (general), bird type
conflict, hatred

leg

bowl from calabash

ladle, cup

pot, back of head

yesterday

tobaaco

lion

wrestling

crack

cut open

bedbug

wealth

morning

open water with no grass or trees, lake
calf (of leg)

grain, sorghum, dura
pain

have pain

light



aniien

aniien

céy

cin
cien
cok

v.tr
v.tr
v.in

5 < B
=7

B < BB BBB<BBBBB
o]

S BB B BBBBBBBB<BBB

< B
—
=

v.tr
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lick something

spear something

spear

pumpkin

ofter something

flame

hump (of cow)

herd

fear

full moon, 15 nights of bright moon
drum, dance

roast something
abdomen, outer stomach
coward

hare, rabbit

wound, sore

strength, force

be strong

camp

milk

heel (of foot)

strap

wear

morning star

wife

elbow

bright star, morning star
tish type

sun, day

colour (general)
excrement, feces

last word of dying person
winnowing

earwax

tradition, custom, way of life
rhino

slice something

kiss someone

discuss something
intestine

home, land

footprint, track, sole, bottom of foot, leg
beat

guinea worm



cou H
cOOr
cool
cool
coor
cou
cuér
Cuec
cuii
cul
cuou
cudt
cuddt

s

Dd
dak
dapg
dap
dap
dap
dau
daan
daap H
daap L
del

dep

débél

déi

dékér

dénéme

dégeer

dér

dércen

dial

dir

dit

anilonll o

o
)
o
=
T

cou

cowe
cuéer
cuic

cuul

cut
cut

dooy
dapé
dép

deei
dané

dét

dép
débeelé
deeth
dékeré

dépeeré
dércen
dier
diit
digth

v.tr
v.in
v.tr
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husband, bridegroom
blindess

call, invite someone
announce

make someone blind
termite

thief

hoof

soup

penis

urine

splinter, sliver
stump, remainder after tree is cut

make someone tired
elder, older person
lazy person

birth

give birth

heifer, young female cow
palate, top of mouth
laziness

bear, give birth to
goat

trap

eagle, bird type
hammer

hot season

their

monkey

centre, middle

village

all

cricket insect

bird (general), song
rag, old cloth

hog, pig

elder, something big, important
bump (in ground)

be big (in size)

virgin

peace

mediate, intercede for
tribe

uproot, wean something



doon

door

dom

dom

doy

dot

doom

ds

dsk

dual

duar

duéény L
dul

duon

duool

dut

duur L

Dh dh

dhal

dhiac
dhiamdhiam
dhiééc
dhook
dhool

dhol

dhom

dh3l

Gg

gaat dH

dot

k3k
ddu
dualé

duéény
dusl
duoy
dul
dust
duur

dhiei
dhiamdhiamé

dhooke

dhal

gou
gaau
2ol
gaat

gail

gadk
gaaré
géém
geer
ger

gEEME

v.in
v.in
v.tr

v.in
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dry

mediate, intercede
catch something (in air)
defending

be old

vagina

catch (in air)

thing

river

veil

hunting

paralyzed person
bundlie

mortar, pounding pot
folding (cloth)

grass

eloping

fail something

bruise

spring

five

leopard skin

cut something

boy

stalk something

violate, cross something

peel, skin (of fruit)

hard layer on old food
newly cultivated ground
child, son, baby

Jaw

surprise

surprise

wing

intentional scars on forehead

cheek

back (of body or something)

fence

brightness
surprise someone
midwife



gEEu
gok
gool
£o01)
g601
g00r
gol
gol
gool
2331
guag
guaar
guéc
guay
gudp
guddr
guddr
guu

ol g

dH

aniien

gou

gon

gal

guané
guaare
guei
guog
gup
guér

guddth

yaaré
yéc
yaam
YOn
yot
yooth

yar

yaal

1tip

jaau

jen
jaal
Jaan
jaré
jél

v.tr

v.in

v.tr
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make someone late
quiver, bag of arrows
be around
hospitality for guests
surround something
want, desire something
brye, corral, pen
renew something

be new

boast, brag something
swelling

my father

giraffe

guinea fowl

skin

elephant

follow

bee

plank of wood
load, burden
thigh

opening, hole
hut, room

hip

buy

swamp area
buy something
cough something
peg, stake
arm

hit, strike

tomorrow
shade, shadow

pelican, bird type

feel something

tree, firewood

guest, visitor

Dinka person

belch, burp

trip, journey, movement



jasl dH

JIEEL dH

jok
jook
joom
jor
Jugl
jugk
juél

Kk

kam L
kar

kara

kath

kau

kaak

kaar

ka1 H
ka1 dH
kak

kar

karadth

kaan

kddu

ket

keeth

keeu

kei

kep

keth

keu

kest

kén

kény

jome
jar
juaayé
judk
judl

kam
kaan
karané
kéth
kaath
kau
kar
k&1

kiweé
karaath
kén
kiu
keth
kéc
keth

keté

kddnyée
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walk

scorpion

axe

stomach

shoulder blade
mark something
ear, leaf
decoration

mark (ground)
chest

begin

dog

back (of something)
god, magic

begin something
wind

forest

fever

cow udder, hernia
tail

middle of something
alchohol

ladder

waterhole, well
bride

tield, garden
background information before marriage
tirst born child
mentrate, be weak
phlegm, throat mucus
branches

maize

proverb

pit, hole, cave

swim

cow urine

be drunk

vision

groan (with pain)
bile, gall, rusting
cackle (like chicken)
walking stick

give

debt



kér kaare n fishing net

kgét kggte n falcon, hawk

kok koou n bribe, payment

kom kom n bark (of tree), shell (of groundnut)
koot v.in  dry

kok kou n hole in log, migration
kor koor n fighting, arguing

kot kot n shield

koot v.tr  dry something

kok v.tr  pay something

kom koom n stool, chair

kooc v.tr  sew something

koor n forearm

kar v.tr  spread something out
k35m A% beat, thresh

k35r v.in  spread out

kuac kuei n leopard

kuai L kuai H n seed, descendant
kudth kuéth n bone marrow

kuél kueel n amulet, charm, fetish
kuéu kueeth n cockroach

kuéér kuér n paddle, oar

kuel kuel n star

kueem v.in  break out

kuén kuan n food

kuluk kulusu n upper arm

kungu kupguné n parrot, bird type
kuoth kuuth n rain

L1

lak ladu n dream, prophecy

lan L lay L n prayer

11 lec n tooth

1ek leu n word, speaking

1€1 lel n net for carrying container
1€€th 1€th n begging

l€c ladc n semen

1€1 L 1€1 H n animal

1€€u v.tr  ferment something
liet lit n sand

lin v.tr  hear something

lion lioné n pot hole, sloping ground
lip ligép n tongue

liip v.in  hear, listen

liip v.tr  wait for something
lid liith n death
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ITm
lity
loi
lol
161
16k
16k
16u
16u
166m
16061
1661
loc
loc
ok
lor
lou
lou
looi
15331
lual
luk
luok
lusth
lu3si
lu3sr
ludsu
luth
luum

Mm
mac
maar
maar
mat
math
maal
mekec
mer
meél
meek
mET
meT
mééth
mégth

T C D

T

aniien

HL

1i55ké

lone
loné
166¢

looth

luaalé
ludu
luowé
luuth
lui

lur
luk
Iuuth
lumé

mel

mar
maarg
mét
méth
mél
mekeeyé
meer
mel

mayé

mégthe

v.in
v.tr

v.ir
v.tr
v.in

v.in
v.in
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earthworm

messenger

sink

choice

valley

umbilical cord

belly button, navel
reject, refuse something
rejected, refused person
reject, refuse

borrow, take something
tool of witchdoctor made from gourd
rule

heart

choose something
winnow something

be empty

bamboo

winnow, throw in air
choose

rest something

weaver bird

court case

mouse

fetus, blood clot

work

reception

abscess, infection on skin
mud fish

gossiper, traitor

tire, family
relative by blood
my mother
agreement, meeting
drink

wealth

yellow

tear (of eye)

oath, promise
kindness

dry season, winter
labor pains

friend, fiiendship
greet someone



mieeth
min
miéth
mok
mun
muoor)
mudk
mub3l
mut
mut
muuth

T

noor) dH

Nh nh
nhiam
nhian
nhiaal
nhiaal
nhieer
nhiem
nhiér

nhigm

Ny ny
nyal
nyan
nyan
nyemiri
nyet

miith

miith
mou
mudn
muoné
miiu
miaal
mudt

mujth

nér

noou

nei

nhiaan

nhialé
nhiér

nhiim
nhieer

nyigen
nyemiriné
nyét

—
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v.ir
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v.in
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root

wink something
food (general), crop, resource
buftalo

dirt, soil
conversation

mole, small animal
knee

spear type

pierce

darkness

sour milk

light, ignite something
wrapping

burn something

kill, murder someone
maternal uncle

sleep something

day

message

wedding

bring something
send something
feather

take away something
take away

person

front (of something)
testicle

sky, top (of something)
god

love

charcoal

turtle

fur, hair

girl
caterpillar
crocodile
bean

rib



nyith nyiethé n brain

nyigu nyigkeé n co-wife

nyiggl nyal n python

nyudm nyuddm n sesme paste
nyudsth nyuth n point (of something)
Dy

nak naau n pus

nar nadr n bean

nat nét n oil

naath L n illness

paith H néth n hope

nadth dH v.in  hope

1y v.in  be poor

n3p nép n fig

133n v.tr  oppress someone
puek npuak n neck

gudl nul n crowd

yuddr pur n ankle

Pp

pai pééth n moon, month
palata palatané n fish hook, line
pan pén n swamp area

pap n open land

pen pen n fown

peweer pewer n famine

peen v.in  fall

pEm pEEM n rock, mountain
pieth pith n growth, growing
piny pienyé€ n ground, land

p1 pi€ n water

pial piaal n insult

piar pidare n cloud, scar

piik v.tr  push something
por pooré n road, path

pul puul n pool

pudny pigny n body

pudth puth n marriage, dowry
puddu puddwe n bellow, air pump for fire
Rt

raal rél n muscle, blood vessel
rek L reu n pen (of cows)
rek H v.tr  join something
rel H reelé n fox
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rel L
reet

réénh

rieem

rin

rin

riop

rit

riin

ric L
ric dH
riec
€1
1111
rou
rou
rook
root
roou
rol
rou
r3th
ruai
rual
ruath
ruaal

aniien

ruei
rueet
ruéth

ruok
ruok
rudi
ruddn

aslien

Tt
tap
taai
tap
tith
teu
teu
teey
teen

enfeniioy

o,

H

rét
réeeté

rook

rool
rooth
riath
ruac
rualé
ruééth
rualé
ruéth
ruei
ruét
rudth
rume
ruou

ruun
rudu

taap
taayé
tép
tek

tén

B
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termite mound

razor

until

blood

name

run

claw, fingernail

ebony tree

run something

rafter, beam

straighten, stretch something
rat

canoe, boat

meat

thirst

two

molar tooth

cry

sadness, dissapointment
voice

hippo

armpit

speech, discourse

herd, group (rats, buftalos)
steer, young male cow
incest

in-law, brother-in-law
saliva

pregnancy

chief; lord

club, stick

kidney

dress someone

maggot, worm in rotting meat
year

knot, tying

tobacco

open place, clearing

pot hole, ground sloping down
mould, forge, makes blacksmith tools
life

live

music, beating of drum

play, knock



teer
teet
téer
tei
tiar
tiel
tieer
tik
tiip
tiit
tic
tiet
tik
tik
tid
tiic
tiit
tok
tompiny
toon
t33n
tuaany
tuen
tugk
tuy
tuol
tuon
tuor
tudsl
tuddu
tur
tut
tuut

Th th
thal
thar
thadn
theu
theu
theem
theem
théc
thék
thieec
thieei

qpian

vl qaiianll gn

tér
teét
tére
tei
tiaar
tiil
tier
tiek

tompieeny

tuany
tuey
tuak
tudn
tuol
tuorn
tuore
tul
tuk
tudr
tut
tuute

thol

than
theék

them

thic

thégu
thiéc
thiéc
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playing

hand

chicken

stick

flour, asida dough
iron, ring

clitoris

bead

hit something
understand something
feast

magician, traditional religion
chin

cloudy day

those (near hearer)

be tight

mahogany tree

laugh

groundnut

Jump

advise someone
sickness

knot, dark spot in wood
harvest seaon

branch (of tree), horn (of animal)

smoke

cgg

flower

initiation (of girl)

playing (of child)

dust

male

bull, male cow not castrated

early or late sun

waist

side of body, other side
menstrual period
respect, avoid

trying, testing

try, test, measure

dew

bull with twisted horns
request

stick, club of ebony



thiol
thidk
thign
thiin
thot
thol
thal
thuny
thuok
thuoom
thusu
thu35m
thudsny

Ww
wac
wai
war
wat
waian
weer
weer
weer
WET
WENE
WEt
wéth
weEl
wEEl
WEEr
WEET

yan
yath
yakyak
yeeth
yér
yieei
yiet
yiel
yigl

dH

iopiilasiianll enllion

thudsnyé
thuuk
thuoomé
thuk
thum
thuny

waceé
waath
nyin
wat
wan
wer

wuc

wat
wéth
wal

waare
WEr
wuum
wudt

yayé
yau

yok
yathé
yakydke
you
yieer
yél

yit

yal
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fat

neighbour

gazelle, antelope
breast

wooden peg

wall

snake

nasal mucus
mouth, language, message
harp instrument
end (of something)
ghost, spirit

wood, tree trunk

paternal aunt

vulture

eye, face, stream
blood relative

place, way, method
blessing

bless, praise

bless someone

cattle camp, clan name
here

belief

buttock

herb, medicine, drug
ten

night

dung

nose

ostrich

Jjoy, rejoicing
famine, drought, dry period
cow

charm (for magic)
lung

money

river, lake

breath, spirit
tinger, toe

soul, spirit, life
forest



yik
yir
yuaalé

yoth
YUé€r

n spell, curse

n paint

v.in  run

n wisker (of cat, dog)

n head

n venom, poison of snake
Glossary

The meanings of special English words are given below with examples in Reel.

‘Word Example Definition

syllable pa la ta in The parts of a word that can be divided
palata ‘fish hook, line’ according to beats.

consonant p w r in Letter sounds that begin or end syllables; a
peweer ‘famine’ consonant cannot be a syllable by itself.

vowel e e in Letter sounds in the middle and sometimes

peweer ‘famine’

end of a syllable; a vowel can be a syllable
by itself.

breathy vowel

Vowels pronounced with more air.

non-breathy

€€ in

Vowels without extra air.

vowel keet ‘walking stick’
long vowel aa in gaak ‘jaw’ Vowels that take longer to pronounce.
short vowel a in gak ‘peel, skin’ Vowels that are pronounced quickly.
tone the difference in sound | How high or low the sound of the syllable
between is, or how the sound rises or falls.
wEgr ‘night’ and
wéér ‘dung’
noun rel ‘fox’ A person, animal, place, thing, or idea.

singular noun

dap ‘lazy person’

Only one of a noun.

plural noun

dapé ‘lazy persons’

More than one of a noun.

verb

bak ‘cut open’

Is an action, motion, state, change, or can
be used as an equal sign between words.

transitive verb

bak ‘cut open’ in
Nuéér goor be d5 bak.
‘Person wants to cut
open a thing.’

A verb that have an object that receives the
action.

intransitive bak ‘cut open’ in A verb that does not have an object.
verb Nuéér goor be bak.

‘Person wants to cut

open.’
number Tou ‘two’ Tells how many of a noun there is.
pronoun ko ‘we (not you)’ Takes the place of a noun.
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Answers to Exercises

Answers to the exercises of this book are given below.

Exercise 1
a  ayak y  yot o  gok
a  gddk i dit 0  por
b buol i jic o I
c il j 1ok 5 dik
d  del k  kom p  pai
dh  dhol I luok rrel
e yeeth m  mok t e
€  békl n nok th  thign
e keet nh  nhiér U guu
€  kegt ny  nyan w o wut
g  gat n  nat y  yan

Exercise 2

number of syllables | divided into syllables

2 balthuur bal thuur monitor lizard

3 muorkaba muor  ka ba bag

2 bedék be dék eight

1 mok mok buftalo

2 raaljioou raal jioou rainbow

2 cowe cd wé termites (pl)

1 miggth miggth food, crop, resource

3 Alaathbuor | A laath  buor July

1 thuok thuok mouth, language

3 ameémiggr a mé miger | dusk, twilight

2 guinjaar udn  jadr bush dweller

1 gaak gadk wing

2 3313531 nd3 1351 poorly

2 naads naa ds perhaps

1 CiEEn cigén home, land

2 pélpéc pél néc initiation (for boy)

3 dekeré dé ke ré hot season (pl)

2 acaar a caar fish

Exercise 3

cheek

©c@®
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bag

initiation (of boy)
cripple person
testicle

finger, toe
orphan

buttock

swamp area

boy

D) axe
Exercise 4
Test Word Write correctly | Test Word Write correctly
teem  frying, testing theem tuoom  harp instrument thuoom
tiar flour tiar thei stick tei
thuey  dark spot in wood | tuen thot wooden peg thot
athéén yesterday athéén atak back of head athak
ather  conflict, hatred ater tiEEp shade, shadow tiEep
jigéth  mark (on ground) | jigét wut ostrich wut
ruét chief ruéth biddt pumpkin bidéth
koth  shield kot nyuddth point (of something) | nyussth
Exercise 5
Test Word | Write correctly | Test Word | Write correctly
dhiaal  all diaal adioonu what adioonu
dicéc five dhigéc dhel goat del
dor tribe dor bedhék eight bedék
aduur  hammer | adhuur dhal fail something dhal
Exercise 6
Test Word Write correctly Test Word Write correctly
nob message | nop keeth cow urine keeth
dodhé  virgins dothé wadn budé  place of wound wadn buté
dhol boy dhol cath tree, firewood jath
gad child gat yuij head yuic
wajé aunts wacé aduany crippled person aduany
akak game agak dhooge leopard skins dhooké
tok river dsk wédn topé place of tobacco wadn topé
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Exercise 7

Test Word Write correctly
dapg elder méic  family nat oil mac
dan elder mith  drink nat oil méth
dan elder kar branches nat oil kér
dapg elder jal guest, visitor nat oil jél
kaak  field kaan  proverb nadth  illness | kédn
kaak  field badc  calf (of leg) nadth  illness | baac
kaak  field madl  wealth pidth  illness | mail
jeth scorpion | céy strap jép axe cen
jeth scorpion | c€k wife jép axe cék
jeth scorpion | rel termite mound | jép axe rel
jeth scorpion | gem  cheek jép axe g€m
yeeth money |reet  razor teer chicken | réét
yeeth money | bé€l  sorghum, dura teeér chicken | béél
yeeth money | kéeth cow urine teéer chicken | keeth
keth  rusting | kény  debt yém  thigh kény
keth  rusting | kép groan (with pain) | y¢ém  thigh ken
keth  rusting |thec  dew yém  thigh théc
geer  fence theem trying, testing mééth friend | theem
geer  fence wéer  dung mééth  fiiend | wegr
jeth scorpion | ket swim keth  rusting | ket
jeth scorpion | rel fox keth  rusting | rel
jeth scorpion | nep burn something | keth  rusting | nep
jeth scorpion | pen towns (pl) keth  rusting | pen
yeeth money |keet — walking stick geer  fence keet
yeeth money | teet hand geer  fence teet
yeeth money | ceer  morning star geer  fence ceer
jép axe yEr river, lake yém  thigh yér
jép axe 1&c semen yém  thigh 1&c
jép axe cél elbow yém  thigh cél
téer chicken | g€ém midwife mééth  fiiend | g€€m
teéeér chicken | wé€€r  night mééth  friend | wegr
teer chicken | mé€k kindness mééth  fiiend | mé€k
lip tongue | tic feast jic ear tic
lip tongue | rit ebony tree jic ear rit
lip tongue | tik chin jic ear tik
lip tongue | jic stomach jic ear jic
diit birds thiin  breast 1l meat thiin
diit birds tiil rings, irons (pl) | riin meat tiil
diit birds tiit mahogany tree 11l meat it
doth virgin lol valley jok dog lol
doth  virgin por road, path jok dog por
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doth virgin bol flame jok dog bol
noon  wedding | coor  blindness dhook  skin cOOr
noon  wedding | 160k  molar tooth dhook skin rook
yor swamp | jor forest n3p tig jor
yor swamp | kdm  stool, chair ndp fig kom
yor swamp | yol arm n3p fig 3l
yor swamp | jok magic, god 3p fig jok
koor  forearm | noy oppress someone | th33l  snakes | n3dn
koor  forearm |joom  wind th331  snakes | joom
koor  forearm | k33r  forearm th33l  snakes | koor
doth  virgin thot wooden peg yor swamp | thot
doth virgin nok feather yor swamp | nok
doth virgin nop message yor swamp | nop
doth  virgin dhol  boy yor swamp | dhol
nooy  wedding | goony  hospitality koor  forearm | goon
nooy  wedding | yooc  buy something koor  forearm | yo9oc
nooy  wedding | door  peace koor  forearm | door
jok dog ddr tribe ndp fig dor
jok dog ro6th  armpit ndp fig rth
jok dog 1ol voice ndp fig rol
dhook skin 155m  borrow, take s.m. | th33l  snakes | 160m
dhook skin k35m  beat, thresh s.m. | th33l  snakes | k35m
dut grass guk quiver, bag doth  wvirgin gok
dut 2rass dol bundle doth  wvirgin dul
muuth darkness | tuut  bull noon  wedding | tuut
Exercise 8

Test Word Write correctly
dag elder yar plank of wood kaak  field mac
day elder nyal  girl, daughter kaak  field nyal
day elder naak  pus kaak  field nak
nat  oil maidth drink naath  illness méth
piat  oil rdl muscle paath  illness radl
niat  oil nar bean padth  iliness nar
niat  oil gk wing naith  iliness gaak
jeth  scorpion | reel fox yeeth  money rel
jeth  scorpion | teey  music, beating yeeth  money teen
jeth  scorpion | ceer  morning star yeeth  money ceer
jép  axe 18k word, speaking teéer chicken 1€k
j€p axe rét razor teéer chicken réét
keth rusting | peen  fall geer  fence peen
keth rusting | theem trying, testing geer  fence theem
keth rusting | peen  towns (pl) geer fence pen
keth rusting | nep burn something geer  fence nep
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yém  thigh cél tish type mééth  friend cél
yém  thigh gém  midwife mééth  friend gEEm
yém thigh céény day mééth  friend cén

lip tongue | liiy hear something diit birds lin

lip  fongue | ciir discuss something diit birds ciir

lip tongue | cil slice something diit birds ciil

lip tongue |rin run diit birds rin

jic  ear diir bump (in ground) riin meat dir

jic ear it mahogany tree I1in meat it

jic  ear titk chin riin meat tik

jic ear liim  messenger riiy meat liim
doth virgin yon) opening, hole noon  wedding | yon
doth virgin rok molar tooth noon  wedding | rook
doth wvirgin kom  bark, shell noon  wedding | kom
doth wvirgin dor peace noony  wedding | door
jok  dog boor  full moon dhook  skin boor
jok  dog 169 rule dhook  skin 1661
jok  dog bom  hump (of cow) dhook  skin bdm
jok  dog koor  fighting, arguing dhook  skin kor
yor  swamp | koom  stool, chair koor  forearm kom
yor  swamp | lor be empty koor  forearm lor
yor swamp | gol be new koor  forearm gool
ndp fig kd5m  beat, thresh something | th331  snakes (pl) | k35m
nyp fig n3dy  be poor th33l  snakes (pl) | n3n
dut  grass dur eloping muuth darkness | duur
dut  grass tur dust muuth darkness | tur
dut  grass tuut bull muuth darkness | tuut
dut  grass luuth  mud fish muuth darkness | luth
Exercise 9

Test Word Write correctly | Test Word Write correctly
tiaar flour tiar guéi giraftes (pl) uei
bidth pumpkin bidth yiéi life, spirit yiél
didth rag, old cloth | didith riééi rats (pl) rieei
yieei spirit, breath | yieei yieet finger, toe yiet
kai tirst born kai riecem  blood rieem
taai open place taai bei pain bei
ni€u co-wite nigu nigén day nigén
1€€1 animal 161 liooy  pot hole lion
boi fears (pl) boi jiol dogs (pl) jiou
yooi hip Y001 thiol fat thiol
yooi run yooi 1155k earthworm 1155k
rudi maggot rudi gudn swelling guan
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kau bride kau tuaany sickness tuaany

kuith bone marrow | kuith teu life teu

laai dreams (pl) lddu kueeth cockroaches (pl) | kueeth

cuéér thieves (pl) cuéér kueu cockroach kuéu

kuel star kuel cuény [liver cuény

nyigi co-wite nyigu duény Jlame person duéény

cuic hoofs (pl) cuic cuii soup cuii

yuic head yuic yuiir snake venom yuiir

tuol smoke tuol coou husband cou

thuoom  harp thuoom you monies (pl) you

cioou footprint ciodu tuor flower tuor

jddu gods (pl) joou rudn year ruddn

thudu end thudu gudl crowd nudl

Exercise 10

Test Word Write correctly | Test Word Write correctly
aiak lion ayak bey pain bei

wadn booy€ place of fear | widn booye puddué air pumps puddwe
tew life teu yooi run yooi

auar tobacco awar 16y umbilical cord | 161

you monies (pl) | you acécueeyé  whips acécueeyé
rigl canoe, boat | ri€i wadn thuwé place of end | wiidn thuwé
agauc grasses agawe 1€1 animal 161

wain luui€  place of work | wién luuyé taayée open places taay€

baau cracks (pl) baau wadn yai€  place of joy | wédn yayé
Exercise 11

Test Word Write correctly | Test Word Write correctly
ddg  river dsk cuény liver cuény

gaak field, garden | kaak keedh cow urine keeth

baaw cracks (pl) baau yooi run yooi

did bird (general) | dit wadn tobé place of tobacco | wiain topé
riijé  rafiers riicé wadn booi€  place of fear wadn booye
taay€ open places | taayé rigy canoe, boat i€l

kai first born kai aduany crippled person | aduany

agig game agak piisl crowd nujl

yow  monies (pl) you waidn thuwué  place of end widn thuwé
1&i animal 1€i dapé lazy persons dapé

nigl  co-wife nigu wadn thi€éc€ place of request | widn thigécé
bei pain bei acécueeye whips acécueeyé
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